
 

 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

           The Year of Colour 
 

           2020-2021  
 

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 2 - 2020 Y1 Class Teacher: Katie Trapp 
Class Film Text: Laurel and Hardy                                       Class Book/ Text: Silly Stories(The Collection)-Laurence Anholt, Arthur Robins 
 

 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: studenthood Games 
Monday 2nd November – Wednesday 4th November 
Learning Experiences 
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
We are going to start off the week with our theme of ‘studenthood games’.  
We are going to learn all about the different games we might encounter and how 
they are different to our parents/ carers’ or how they might be different in the 
future. 
We will be immersing ourselves in all things silly with our comical duo. We will 
introduce our theme and ask our big questions about Laurel and Hardy. 
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? What can we predict by 
looking at their photos? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch their first short film ‘Bratz’ to kick off our learning in the first week.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Do we learn from games? Are games just for fun? How do Laurel and Hardy 
make us laugh with so few words?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
We will be kicking off our film learning by delving into the world of the 1920’s. 
What technology was on offer during this time to help them with filming? How 
did they make Laurel and Hardy look so small? 
 
 
 
 

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 



English:  
 
Students will be completing their ‘Knowledge Harvest’ and ‘Big Questions’. This 
is where we look at a picture from the series and we use our predicting skills to 
share what we think ‘Laurel and Hardy’ is about. They will be writing in full 
sentences, ensuring that they use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. 
We will then be curious about what ‘Laurel and Hardy’ will entail. Each student 
will write their ‘Big Question’ on what they wish to find out in the following weeks. 
Who are Laurel and Hardy? What do they get up to? Are they still alive? 
Students will be applying question marks at the end of their questions. Students 
will start to compare the differences in punctuation between a statement (which 
they will write in their Knowledge Harvest) and a question (which they will write 
in their big questions).  
 
This week in our Writing workshop we will be creating our very own ‘black and 
white’ comic book to create a story of the adventures of the kid version of Laurel 
and Hardy. Can a comic book still be fun to read without colour? Laurel and 
Hardy get up to so many cheeky adventures, including being washed away with 
the bath water, and shooting a mouse that was in their room. We will be making 
our own black and white comic book to tell one of these stories. We will be using 
all of the students’ learning from the last half-term to create a range of 
interesting sentences to go with our pop art drawings of their adventures 
(looking at key artists such as Andy Warhol and Roy Litchenstein). We will be 
looking at the artists unique take on style of drawing people and backgrounds. 
Students will be using this to inspire our illustrations in our comic book.Not only 
will students be ensuring they are consistently using capital letters, finger 
spaces and full stops but also using adjectives to make their writing interesting. 
Students will be practicing writing in 3rd person so they can really capture 
everything that goes on. They will be looking at what pronouns to use to do this 
successfully. It will be a key for students to be able to read their work and make 
sure their friends can read their work as these comic books are going to be 
shared with their peers and put up on our class display for all to read and laugh 
at Laurel and Hardy's silly adventures. 

 
 

● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  

● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Use +, - and = symbols 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Know number bonds to 20  
● Identify basic plants 
● Identify basic plant parts (roots, leaves, flowers, etc.)  
●  Use a range of materials 
● Use drawing, painting and sculpture 
● Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  
● Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and designers 

 



GPS:  
● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 

full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will look at using questions marks at the end of questions. And 
will begin to explore the difference between a question and a statement.  

● Students will explore the function and use of adjectives to help describe 
a range of nouns. 

● Students will explore different forms of nonfiction stories. This week 
focussing on the key aspects of a comic book.  

● Writing in 3rd person. 
 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree will now be split into groups where we will build up reading fluency 
through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension practice. 
This week our focus will be to identify/explain key aspects of fiction and 
non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, titles and information. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
This week we are going to learn through all forms of games. This will be before 
the time of colourful computer games, we are going to be going back to the 
1920’s and playing some of Laurel and Hardy’s favourite games. We will begin 
by creating our own dominoes game. Students are going to use their number 
bond to 10 knowledge by creating their very own number bond dominoes to go 
up on our wall. Students will have to create these domino pieces themselves so 
we will study the layout of different numbers on a dice and domino to ensure our 
dominoes are looking top quality for Laurel and Hardy. To go with this we will be 
writing a full number sentence ourselves to match up with our number bond 
dominoes in classic projector style we see between Laurel and Hardy clips. After 
we have spent some time playing our own number bond dominos as a class all 
this together is going to go on one of our wonderful displays.  
 
Lots of plants are featured in 1920 films. Some plant pots even smash off 
Laurel’s head! Year 1 will be looking at all the different parts of plants. We will 
even be growing our own plants and asking: what helps a plant grow? What 
does a plant need to survive? We will be investigating what makes a healthy 
plant, and maybe one day our strong plants will be used to fall on a comedian’s 
head in a slapstick style. Year 1 will be growing their comical cress as Laurel or 
Hardy cress heads. How many contributions does it take to grow a plant? Do all 
plants need the same contributions? What plants/trees need more? What 
plants/trees need less? 



 
 

 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be addition.  
 
Display:  
-Number bond dominos 
-Laurel and Hardy Comic Books 
 
Friday 6th November  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session 
 
Friday Big Write: This week Students will be rewriting an episode from Laurel 
and Hardy. How can we get comedy onto paper? We will be using the skill that 
we have focused on this week which is writing in 3rd person.  
 
Messy Maths:  
Solve the riddles to find the answers using your number bond knowledge. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Obstacle Races. Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. This week they will focus on the 
different stages of the obstacle course: skipping, running, low hurdles 
etc.  

Alongside our Athlete skills we will be including a rotation of gymnastics. This 
will include to safely perform different gymnastic moves such as box splits, arch, 
broad jumps, forward rolls, cartwheels and many more amazing gymnastic 
moves that we will build up into a routine.  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Count to / across 100 
● Know number bonds to 10: in your Maths section you say bonds to 10.  



WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Colours of Home 
Monday 9th November – Wednesday 11th November 
Learning Experiences 
This week we meet Hardy’s very stressed wife and clumsy Hardy ruins their 
roof. We will be looking at how we know this is his home without the colours, 
and what makes a home a home. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What makes a home? What colour do you associate with home and why? Can 
your home change?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
What did stunts look like in the 1920’s? There is a scene where bricks fall on 
Laurel and Hardy, do you think these were real bricks? We will be studying the 
progression of stunts throughout time and how movie sets ensure the stunt 
artists safety.  
 
English:  
This week we will be using Laurel and Hardy’s home experience to help inspire 
us to write and then discuss our own home experiences. Hardy is trying to help 
his family by setting up the antenna. This was really important, as most people 
didn’t have colour TV’s; back then they used radios. What do your 
parents/carers do to help make your home fun or comfy? Our parents/carers do 
so much, we will be creating our own radio show (for Laurel and Hardy to listen 
to once they have got that antenna fixed!) On this radio show we will be talking 
about what our parents/carers do for us that makes our home a home. This will 
include preparing what we want to say in written format and then 
reading/discussing on our Family FM radio show. Students will be concentrating 
on using adverbs to help paint a picture of how their parents/carers do certain 
actions e.g. How do they do the cooking? Happily, carefully?This will be 
recorded on our new Greenside Radio!  
 
Hardy can often forget his manners but we can make sure we do not! We will 
then be creating an informal card to say thank you to a family member for all that 
they do for us. Students will look at how an informal card is laid out and what 
key vocabulary is often seen. Students will be decorating this card and making 
sure they can read it to their loved one to say a big ‘thank you’ for all they do for 
us. Students will need to ensure they start their card with ‘Dear’ and choose 
what is the most appropriate  way to finish their card. Students will also be 
focusing on addressing the reader.  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 



 
 
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● to identify and use an adverb 
● key aspect and layout of informal cards 
● tone used in informal speech/radio discussions 
● Writing in 1st person. 

 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice. This week our focus will be to link reading to our own experiences. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Hardy spends a lot of his time in the fish pond due to falling off the roof. We will 
be practicing subtracting different amounts of fish from the pond using a pictorial 
method. Students will be recapping the knowledge of subtraction and how the 
number gets smaller when we subtract. 
Hardy is extremely resilient and will get back on that ladder to get back on the 
roof to fix the antenna. But lots of roof tiles end up slipping off. It is up to us to 
use our subtraction knowledge using a numberline to help prevent Hardy from 
falling off again. How many tiles are left on the roof? How do you know this? 
Can you teach Laurel to subtract so he can help Hardy in the future?  
 
Hardy’s home is looking lovely with all the plants in the garden. Year 1’s will be 
doing a study of all different types of trees and plants to choose what the most 
suitable plants are for Laurel's home. Year 1’s will be going on a local tree 
investigation to look at all the different types of trees we can find in London. 
Year 1’s will be collecting data on all the different types of trees and then we will 
be conducting a survey on what students and teachers' favourite tree is and 
why. What will look the nicest in Laurels home? We will be collecting the results 

● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Count to / across 100  
● Use +, - and = symbols 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Identify basic plants 
● Identify basic plant parts (roots, leaves, flowers, etc.) 
●  Use a range of materials 
● Use drawing, painting and sculpture 
● Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

 



in tally format where students will be practicing counting in 5’s to quickly read 
their results.  
 

 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be subtraction.  
 
Display:  
 
-Students will be picking their favourite, Laurel or Hardy, and completing a black 
and white portrait of their favourite comedy duo. This sketch will go on one of 
our displays to proudly show.  
-Year 1’s will be creating a reading journey display which will be all pictures and 
blurbs of all our favourite books.  
 
Friday 13th November  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session 
 
Friday Big Write:  
This week students will be writing a funny recount of the roof scene. The focus 
will be on adverbs and describing all the funny actions Laurel and Hardy do.  
 
Messy Maths:  
Students will be answering word problems involving subtraction given by 
Hardy’s angry wife! Can they get them all right to make her happy? 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Long jump: Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. The focus will be on using their 
speed to increase the length of their jump; using their arms to swing 
through for extra distance and landing ensuring they fall forwards.  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
● Read & write numbers to 20 
● Count to / across 100 



 
 

Alongside our Athlete skills we will be including a rotation of gymnastics. This 
will include to safely perform different gymnastic moves such as box splits, arch, 
broad jumps, forward rolls, cartwheels and many more amazing gymnastic 
moves that we will build up into a routine.  

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: Colours of a Haunted House 
Monday 16th November – Wednesday 18th November 
Learning Experiences 
This week we are going to be travelling to the Haunted House with Laurel and 
Hardy. There is something fishy going on and it’s up to the Year 1’s to delve into 
the genre and world of mystery with the two clumsiest people on earth.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What colour do you associate with being scared? How can we overcome fear? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at different famous double acts. How do they 
compare to Laurel and Hardy?  
 
English:  
So much happens during the night in the Haunted House. It is shocking! It is 
scary! It is unbelievable! Students will be looking at the power and correct 
application of an exclamation mark. When do we use an exclamation mark? 
What does it tell the reader when they see an exclamation mark? Where does 
an exclamation mark go in a sentence? When don’t we use it? 
To build upon their exclamation mark knowledge students will be writing a diary 
entry as Laurel during their scary night in the Haunted House. Laurel is feeling 
many emotions and students will be working on their first person writing to 
express how scared he is and what terrible things are unfolding in front of him. 
Students will need to use a range of sentence lengths and a range of 
punctuation to express emotion about the current scary events. Students will 
work on creating and sustaining the spooky vibe in their writing. 
Also, someone is wanted for the disappearance of Laurel's rich uncle! It is up to 
the students to draw the picture of a suspect and write a description of the main 
suspect. Students are going to need to use powerful, precise adjectives if we are 
to catch the man guilty for the crime!  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 



 
 
GPS:  

● we will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● to identify and use an exclamation mark. 
● identify and use a range of punctuation. 
● expanding adjective vocabulary 
● Writing in 1st person. 
● format and key aspects of a diary entry 
● format and key aspects of a wanted poster 

 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice. This week our focus will be on the importance of front covers and 
blurbs. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Lots of people are at the Haunted House for the night. This week we are going 
to work on the skill of multiplication. The Uncle has got lots of food to make sure 
that everyone can eat.  If there are 6 relatives and they all want 3 brown bread 
rolls each, how many brown bread rolls are there altogether? Students will be 
acting as Haunted House cooks and making sure that all family members get an 
equal amount of food so it is fair. Students will start with sharing out different 
food types using a concrete method and then will move onto solving 
multiplication calculations using a written method using circles and dots.  
Students will then have to solve a multitude of different word problems that arise 
through the scary night. They will need to use their multiplication knowledge to 
ensure that everyone is well fed and can make it till morning. Students will then 
be introduced to missing number questions. They will need to use their 
multiplication knowledge to help solve the mystery of the missing number! 
 
When Laurel and Hardy go to the scary house it is raining outside. What season 
do you think it is? Students will be recapping their knowledge of the UK seasons 
and key features of each season. Students will be making lots of arts and crafts 

● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Count to / across 100  
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Use x and ÷ symbols 
● Recognise commutative property of multiplication 
● Use language of days, weeks, months & years 
● Use a range of materials 
● Use drawing, painting and sculpture  Develop techniques of colour, 
● Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks 
● Evaluate existing products & own ideas 

 



to support their science knowledge but to also inspire their descriptive writing. 
Students will be creating 3d trees from different materials from all the different 
seasons and the whole woodland will emerge in Year 1 What do trees look like 
in Winter? What do trees look like in Autumn? Why do trees change throughout 
the year? What colours do we associate with each season and why? What is the 
temperature like? What is the weather like? 

 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be multiplication.  
 
 
Friday 20th November  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write:  
Students will write a recount of  how Hardie of how they felt in bed scared of the 
house. They will be focusing on the imagery used in ‘Show not tell’ to describe 
their emotions and the use of an exclamation mark.  
 
Messy Maths:  
Laurel and Hardy will be receiving word problems to do with multiplication so 
they can escape the house. 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● High jump. Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. Students will focus on the scissor 
kick jump. They will keep their head high, approach the bar from the 
side, using high knees and high feet to bring their legs over the bar 
avoiding the roll over.  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Read & write numbers to 20 
● Count to / across 100 
● Use language of days, weeks, months & years 
● Listen & respond appropriately 
● Ask relevant questions 
● Maintain attention & participate 



 
 

Alongside our Athlete skills we will be including a rotation of gymnastics. This 
will include to safely perform different gymnastic moves such as box splits, arch, 
broad jumps, forward rolls, cartwheels and many more amazing gymnastic 
moves that we will build up into a routine.  

WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: Colour of the 1920’s 
Monday 23rd November – Wednesday 25th November 
Learning Experiences 
This week we are going to be going back in time to learn all about the 1920’s. 
How is their life different to how it is now?  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Why is history so important? What differences can we see in our life compared 
to studentren in the 1920’s? Why is debate important? How can we share our 
opinion in a respectful way? Is it always important that everyone agrees?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
Students will be looking at the power of silent films. How can we understand the 
plot even when there is no one talking? 
 
English:  
Lots of people overlook comedies from the 1920’s because they are in black 
and white. It is up to us to convince people to watch them. There are so many 
but students will pick their favourite film/sketch of Laurel and Hardy and prepare 
a review to explain why it is their favourite. Can they convince people why that 
one is the best and funniest? Is it the ‘Haunted House’,‘HogWild’, or ‘Brats’ 
Students? Students will then plan and give a speech in a grown up meeting in 
groups. Healthy discussions are vital to choose which sketch/film is the best 
Laurel and Hardy and why people should watch that episode. The group will 
then have to agree on one. We will be looking at persuasive techniques and 
justifying opinions, just like film critics do.Students will work on speaking 
confidently and loudly to the class. They will work on organising ideas and 
explaining them verbally with confident body language. 
 
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital 
letters, full stops and fingers spaces. Students to reference display 
board with reminders of how to write a correct sentence, 

● Our focus will be aspects of non-fiction film reviews and persuasive 
language. 

● What is the purpose of a film review?  
 
Reading Tree:  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, 

titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 



Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice.  This week our focus will be to identify and explain the sequence of 
events in texts. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Laurel and Hardy get so many gifts from their adoring fans. A fan has given 
them lots of colourful sweets from the 1920’s where penny sweets were still a 
firm favourite of many people. It’s important for Laurel and Hardy to share it out 
between all the cast and crew members as they are a big part of the 
productions. It is up to us to make sure all the sweets are shared out equally. 
Students will be sharing out the sweets equally and then they will learn how to 
share using a circle and dot method to ensure no one gets less or more sweets 
than they should. 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be division.  
 

 

● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Count to / across 100  
● Use x and ÷ symbols 
● Articulate & Justify answers 
● Initiate & respond to comments 
● Use spoken language to develop understanding  

 

Friday 27th November  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session 
 
Friday Big Write:  
Students have reviewed silent movies from the 1920’s, but what do they think of 
a silent movie from the 21st century. Students will watch and write a recount of 
‘Birds on a wire’. A modern short film with no speech involved.  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays  
● Read & write numbers to 20 
● Count to / across 100 



 
 

 
 
Messy Maths:  
You and your friends are going to the movies in the 1920’s. It is up to you to 
share the popcorn out between different amounts of friends. Students will be 
solving some word problems regarding division. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Running and relay races. Students will be working towards beating their 
personal bests for each of the athletic sports. Students will focus on 
keeping their head high, looking straight ahead, staying in their lane, 
pumping their hands and arms and on ‘dipping’ to win on the line! We 
will also look at how to hand over the relay baton smoothly.  

Alongside our Athlete skills we will be including a rotation of gymnastics. This 
will include to safely perform different gymnastic moves such as box splits, arch, 
broad jumps, forward rolls, cartwheels and many more amazing gymnastic 
moves that we will build up into a routine.  
 

● Use x and ÷ symbols 

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Colours of the newspaper 
Monday 30th November – Wednesday 2nd December 
Learning Experiences 
Laurel and Hardy become very sneaky and climb into a Chief policeman's 
garden.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What does privacy mean to you? How can we respect other people's privacy? 
Does the media always tell the truth?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
We are going to be looking at the credits. Why are credits so important? Year 1 
will look at how many people are involved in the making of a film.  
 
English:  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 



This week we will be looking at newspapers. We will be writing about the deaths 
of the famous comedian Oliver Hardy, but how does the news report this. 
Students will be creating a newspaper report on the death of Hardy. What 
should we write first? How is a newspaper set out? As well as this Year 1’s will 
also film an interview with Laurie regarding their golden years together as a 
team. What are effective questions? What will viewers want to know? 
As a reporter it is key to know the days of the week and how to spell them, so 
the audience is clear when an event took place. Our Year 1 reporters will be 
recapping this.  
 
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Another focus will be aspects of a newspaper article. 
● We will also be looking at a range of punctuation for effect! 

 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice. This week our focus will be to draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 
understand texts. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
This week we will be looking at finding a half of a quantity. As reporters you will 
have to find out certain statistics to support your report. Maybe your boss only 
gives you half of a page to write. You are a journalist, and your boss gives you 
certain statistics you have to understand. We will be finding what half the 
amount of the page is, and then finding a quarter. We only sold a ¼ of our 
papers! How many is that? Students will be working on their fraction skills of 
finding a ½ and a ¼.  
Newspapers also need a weather report of the UK, we will be looking at 
days/weeks/months of the year. What weather is it going to be? An effective 
reporter always knows the date and the weather! 
 

 

● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 
topic and initiating and responding to comments 

● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring ideas 

● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Count to / across 100  
● Recognise & use ½ & ¼  
● Use language of days, weeks, months & years 
● Name & locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom using 

atlases & globes 
● identify seasonal / daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world  
● Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to local & familiar features  Use four 

compass directions  



 
 

 

 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be fractions.  

●  

 

 

Friday4th December 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session 
 
Friday Big Write:  
This Big Write will be writing a recount of ‘Night Owls and Alley Cats’. What 
sounds did the chief hear? How could we build suspense?  
 
Messy Maths:  
You will be helping the Chief solve different fraction worded problems.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This week we are going to focus on gymnastics. Students will get in small 
groups to create a routine using all the skills they have learnt in the previous 
weeks. We will be showing our gymnastics routine to our partner school ‘Griffin 
School’.  
 

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Recognise & use ½ & ¼  

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: DC2 Colours of Music 
Monday 7th December– Wednesday 9th December 
Learning Experiences Skills: 



This week Year 1’s will be completing their 2nd DC of the year. We will reflect on 
why we practice test conditions and why it is important to show what we have 
learnt so far so we can improve and progress. 
This week we will be looking at the sketch of Laurel and Hardy titled ‘Music Hath 
Charm…’.  We will be looking at how music can make us laugh. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Why is music important? What does music mean to you? Can music impact our 
emotions? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at film posters. We will be creating our own poster 
for Laurel and Hardy using our ipads. What makes an effective poster?  
 
English:  
This week we will be using abstract art to inspire our writing. We will be listening 
to famous Laurel and Hardy songs. Then using colour we will create a music 
inspired art piece. How can we bring colour to a black and white sketch show? 
After we have finished our abstract and music inspired art piece, we will be 
creating a poem to share our emotions that we feel during the song. Our poems 
and our art will be displayed and put up in our Year 1 colour museum so we can 
share our creative work with our peers.  
 

 
 
GPS:  

● Key aspects of different poems 
● Rhyming words 

 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice. This week our focus will be to make inferences from the text. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 



 
 

Laurel and Hardy play their music on the street to earn money. It’s important 
they understand money to be able to see how much they have, how much they 
need or how much they have spent. This week's focus will be on money. We will 
be identifying the different coins and notes that Laurel and Hardy have collected 
while busking. What colours do we see in the different coins and notes? We will 
then be adding up different days amounts to see how much they’ve managed to 
collect.  
 
 

 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be a mix of all 4 operations to help during our 
DC week. 

● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Count to / across 100  
● Recognise coins & notes 
● Order & arrange objects 
● Use a range of materials 
● Use drawing, painting and sculpture 
● Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 
● Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and designers 

 

Friday 11th December  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write:  
This week’s Big Write will be their analysis of Laurel and Hardy’s most famous 
song, ‘The Cricket Song’.  
 
Messy Maths: Maths  
This week we will be looking at word problems given regarding different UK 
coins and notes given by Laurel and Hardy. 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This week students are going to reflect upon their gymnastic routines and build 
upon peer and staff feedback. Students are going to improve upon their routine 
to make it even better. This is a key skill needed in P.E. regarding improving 
upon their own skill.  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Recognise coins & notes 
● Order & arrange objects 



WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook:    Nativity and Christmas Celebrations 
Monday 14th December – Wednesday 16th December 
Learning Experiences 
This week is going to round off our first term in the best way possible! We will be 
sharing our winter festivities with one another and say a final goodbye to Laurel 
and Hardy.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What does Christmas mean to you? Do people all celebrate the same holidays? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
We see lots of different types of weather in Laurel and Hardy's sketches. How is 
this created?  
 
English:  
As we immerse ourselves into winter festivities, students will be reading famous 
christmas stories. We will then be writing our very own stories about how Laurel 
and Hardy saved Christmas and brought joy to studentren all around them. 
Students will be focusing on their story having a beginning, middle and end. 
They will use all their writing learning throughout their first term and make an 
interesting Laurel and Hardy Christmas themed fictional book.  We will then 
have some hot chocolate and listen to each other's stories in complete 
christmas style.  

 
 
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Beginning, middle and end of the story.  
● Using a range of sentences.  
● Using a range of punctuation.  
● Using adverbs and adjectives.  

 
 
Reading Tree:  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English  
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate 

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes  
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 

been taught 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound and where these occur in the word 
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words  
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, 

events, titles and information 
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception 

words 
● name the letters of the alphabet 
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance, 
● Form lower-case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 



Reading Tree groups will continue this half term where we will build up reading 
fluency through our phonics knowledge and delve into reading comprehension 
practice. This week our focus will be to predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Laurel and Hardy have given the class a present. It comes in a box. What 3d 
shape could it be? This week we are going to get lots of different presents and 
we can see all 3d shapes around us. Students will be working on identifying 
different 3d shapes in all the presents as well as discussing their varying 
properties. Can we help organise all our presents? How can we organise 3d 
shapes? How many sides? How many faces? etc…  
 

 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  
This half term we are introducing STEM groups throughout KS1. Each week 
groups will be looking at arithmetic skills so KS1 becomes mathematical 
superstars. This week's focus will be shape problem solving. 
 

● Leave spaces between words 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Use capital letters for proper nouns 
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Recognise & name common 2-d and 3-d shapes 
● Identify 2-d shapes on 3-d surfaces 

 

Friday 18th December 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be taking part in their specialist 
course and whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write:  
This week we are going to be writing a goodbye letter to Laurel and Hardy for 
Big Write. We are going to explain our feelings towards their sketches and how 
they have made us laugh.  
 
Messy Maths: Maths  

Skills:  
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about 
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it 
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
● Recognise & name common 2-d and 3-d shapes 
● Identify 2-d shapes on 3-d surfaces 



 

Laurel and Hardy are going to be giving the students worded problems 
surrounding 3d shapes.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities. This week we will be putting all our skills altogether in one big 
Winter Olympics tournament.  


