
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

         The Year of Colour 
                                                                                                                                     2020-2021  
 

 
STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2020 Y1 Class Teacher: Katie Trapp 
 
Class Film Text: The Magic School Bus  Class Book/ Text: Range of texts 
 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook:  The Year of Colour 
Wednesday 2nd September  – Friday 4th September 
We will welcome our students back to Greenside with three days of lovely 
sharing time together in our classes. Over these three days, students will take 
part in a range of learning experiences: 
 
  
Wednesday:  

- Individual and collective collages based around the theme of colour 
- Postcards to old and new teachers 
- Shared reflection time with LG 
- Whole class shared story time 

 
Thursday: 

- Kermit arrives at Greenside 
- Rewilding inside Greenside project 
- Whole class shared story time 

 
Friday: 

- The Greenside Maths Project 
- A Greenside ‘Sports Day’ 

Skills: 

 
  
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and 

using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 

sentence structures  
● organising paragraphs around a theme 
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. In non-narrative material using 

simple organisational devices [for example, headings and subheadings] 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements 
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences 
● proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors,reading aloud their own writing, to a 

group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 

 



 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook:  Make a Rainbow 
Monday 7th September – Wednesday 9th September 
Learning Experiences 
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
We are going to start off the week with our theme throughout the whole year. 
We are going to learn all about the different colours that we see all around us. 
Whether it’s in the classroom, or on a field trip, colour is always surrounding us. 
We will be looking at the rainbow and going beyond! We are going to start off 
our ‘Magic School Bus’ adventure with ‘The Magic School Bus Makes A 
Rainbow’.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Why are field trips so important? What is your favourite colour and why? What 
makes a good teacher?  How is a rainbow made?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at ‘The Magic School Bus’ theme tune. We will be 
looking at the theme tune music and how it makes us feel. Looking only at the 
opening credits, what do we think this series is about? Why are opening credits 
so important? What does ‘first impression’ mean?  
 
English: 
Students will be completing their very first ‘Knowledge Harvest’ and ‘Big 
Questions’. This is where we look at a picture from the series and we use our 
predicting skills to share what we think ‘The Magic School Bus’ is about. They 
will be working towards writing in full sentences, ensuring that they use capital 
letters, finger spaces and full stops. We will then be curious about what ‘The 
Magic School Bus’ will entail. Each student will write their ‘Big Question’ on what 
they wish to find out in the following weeks. Where does the magic bus take the 
students? What is the teacher like? What field trip would you like to see the 
most?  Students will be applying question marks at the end of their questions. 
Students will start to compare the differences in punctuation between a 
statement (which they will write in their Knowledge Harvest) and a question 
(which they will write in their big questions).  
 
We will then be learning all about the rainbows and the colours that are a part of 
this magical phenomenon.  We will be creating our own rainbows where our 
name is in the cloud. Then all the adjectives that best describe ourselves will be 
on the different colours of the rainbow, which will be hanging from our name 

Skills: 

 
 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes, including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying 

on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations 

and debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 
● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 
● Discusssignificance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 
  

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 



cloud. This will be on our colourful display in Year 1 as a proud reminder of what 
great individuals we have in the class. 
We will also be looking at our big Year 1 Magic Bus on one of our walls. It will be 
up to the students to write different adjectives to surround our class bus. What 
words would you use to describe the magic bus? Students will be learning all 
about adjectives and practicing their writing to help complete this class display.  
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will look at using questions marks at the end of questions. And 
will begin to explore the difference between a question and a statement.  

● Students will explore the function and use of adjectives to help describe 
a range of nouns. 

 
Reading Tree:  
This week students will be working on the skill of reading common exception 
words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
It is well known that there are only 7 colours in the rainbow, but did you know 
that there are actually more? Students will be counting way past 7 up to 20 to 
practice their counting. We will do this through a range of colourful concrete 
resources to practice their value understanding as well as practice their number 
recognition and formation.  

 
 
The Year 1 students are going to be delving straight into the world of science 
through practical experiments. Students will look into what it means to be a 
scientist and what certain terms mean, such as ‘prediction’, ‘observation’, 
‘experiment’ etc. Students will be creating their very own rainbow through a 
kitchen towel experiment. They will colour each side of the kitchen towel and 

● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the right place 

● form capital letters 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  

 
● Count to / across 100 
● Identify ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ 
● Read & write numbers to 20 
● form digits 0-9 

 

● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 
ways 

● observing closely, using simple equipment 
● performing simple tests 
● identifying and classifying 
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 
●  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space 
 



predict what will happen to the colours as they dip the sides in water. We will 
record through photographs and writing our observations.  
Students will also be learning all about the different coloured light that we see in 
the rainbow. We will help Ms Frizzle’s class learn the colours in the correct order 
and show this through a beautiful watercolour art piece. Science can be so 
beautiful.  

 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Counting to 20 
 
Display:  
We will be creating our own rainbows where our name is in the cloud. Then all 
the adjectives that best describe ourselves will be on the different colours of the 
rainbow, which will be hanging from our name cloud. This will be on our colourful 
display in Year 1 as a proud reminder of what great individuals we have in the 
class. 
We will be sharing our science experiments with the whole school through our 
class display. The display will include our experiment results as well as pictures 
and observation notes regarding our kitchen towel rainbow experiment. This will 
inspire other students in the whole school to look deeper into the science of 
colours in the rainbow during our Year of Colour.  



 
Friday 11th September : Baseline Assessments 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write: Writing Baseline  
This week students will be completing their writing baseline. This will give an 
opportunity for us to help understand where each student is regarding their 
writing. This will help planning and tweaking the planning for this term onwards 
so students will maximise their writing potential.  
 
Messy Maths: Maths Baseline  
This week students will be completing their maths baseline. This will give an 
opportunity for us to help understand where each student is regarding their 
mathematics. This will help planning and tweaking the planning for this term 
onwards so students will maximise their maths potential.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● Read & write numbers to 20 
● Counting to 10 
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 

as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 

 



quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on tracking and receiving the ball. 
 

 
WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:  Colours of back in time 
Monday 14th September – Wednesday 16th September 
Learning Experiences 
This week Year 1 will be going back in time to the time of dinosaurs. We will be 
exploring the world millions of years ago. Student’s will be thinking about how 
the world looked different and what colours we would see a lot of during the 
dinosaur era. Students will be immersing themselves in a balance of factual 
information with imagination as we delve into the topic of dinosaurs and what 
possibly caused their extinction.  
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What colours would you see a lot of during the dinosaur era? Did rainbows exist 
back then? How do we know how dinosaurs behaved? What is a paleontologist? 
How did the dinosaurs become extinct?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at how ‘The Magic School Bus’ mixes factual 
information into a fictional story. Yes, the information about dinosaurs is real and 
correct but did they really travel back in time for their field trip?  
 
English:  
Year 1’s have discovered lots of different dinosaurs through their digital field trip 
to the Jurassic era. We will be choosing one (or creating a brand new dinosaur) 
to bring back to be our pet. Student’s will be drawing their dinosaurs then writing 
about their new pet. What colour is he/she? What does he/she eat? How big is 
he/she?  
We will then be transitioning from our imagination to the world of non-fiction. In 
pairs we will be writing a dinosaur fact-file booklet about the different dinosaurs 
that we met on our magical field trip. This will include a range of facts including 
appearance (including colours), diets, size etc. Students will look at key 
non-fiction layouts such as using headings, sub headings and illustrations. 

Skills:

 
 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 
● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 



Students will then be putting their contributions together to create their finished 
non-fiction book.  

 
 
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will explore the function and use of adjectives to help describe 
a range of nouns. 

● Students will look at key features of a nonfiction piece of text and 
compare similarities and contrasts to fiction.  

 
Reading Tree:  
This week students will be working on the skill of drawing on what they already 
know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher to 
help them with reading simple short sentences about what dinosaurs eat.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
This week our maths in the movie focus will be identifying different 2D shapes. 
Students will be creating their very own colourful dinosaur using a range of 2D 
shapes. All of our different dinosaurs will then go on one of our classroom 
displays to show off to the whole school. Students will then be paleontologists 
and dig up different bones from sand (all different 2d shapes) and 
discuss/identify key shape properties. This will help us know how to organise the 
different shape bones into the correct groups. How many sides does that shape 
have? How many corners? From this, could we identify the name of this shape? 

● Discuss significance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher to help them with reading simple short sentences 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 
● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

 
●  recognise and name common 2-D  

  

● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 
ways 

● observing closely, using simple equipment 
● performing simple tests 
● identifying and classifying 
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 
● events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

 

● select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
● select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 



 
Year 1’s will be continuing to work as scientists through asking big questions. 
This week we will be focusing on the question, “What caused the dinosaurs to 
become extinct?”. Scientists make lots of predictions and use data to help 
them answer these questions as best as they can. One main theory is that there 
was a volcanic eruption. Students will be looking deeper into this theory by 
recreating a volcano and a volcanic eruption! Although lava is bright orange and 
beautiful it can also be very dangerous. Students will be sharing their findings 
from the experiment and using this to help them document their own theory of 
the extinction of dinosaurs.  
Illustrations are also a key part of science and drawings are often used to help 
explain history, before there were cameras. Students will be making 
‘observational drawings’ of a dinosaur egg. They will be making sure they 
include realistic shading techniques so it reflects exactly what the egg looks like 
when it is taken back to the museum.  

 
 
Arithmetic Focus: 2D shapes 
 
Display: The students' colourful 2D dinosaurs will be joining a class display 
where there is a huge volcano overlooking them. Oh no! Students will also be 

● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 

●  about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work. 

 

 



adding 2D shape made environmental factors such as tree’s to add to the 
scene.  

 
Friday 18th September  
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write:  
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 
describing the giant version of Arnold. They will be writing in simple sentences 
using capital letters, full stops and fingers spaces as well as adjectives to help 
describe him.  
 
Messy Maths:  
This week students will be solving what shape is behind the dinosaur egg by a 
range of a clues that is given regarding their properties. 
 
PE/ Sports:  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on changing directions and on bouncing the ball.  

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● recognise and name common 2-D  
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as 

well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in 
a range of activities 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: A Greener World               World Peace Day 
Monday 21st September – Wednesday 23rd September 
Learning Experiences 
Alongside celebrating ‘World Peace Day’ with a range of exciting activities our 
STAR day focus will be ‘A Greener World’ where students will look at how we 
can help our environment and the importance of recycling.  
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Why is recycling so important? What is happening to our planet? Why is it so 
important that we all work together to help save planet earth? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week's episode has a very special guest, Dolly Parton. We will be looking 
at what ‘guest stars’ mean and how audiences can get very excited about them. 
What guest star would you want to appear on ‘The Magic School Bus’? 
 
English:  
The class of Mrs Frizzle go on a field trip to the Recycling Centre to learn all 
about the importance of recycling to save our planet. Although, not all of them 
are sold on the idea. It is our mission this week to help Wanda see the 
importance of recycling. First, the students will be creating a Recycling Poster, 
to help advertise to Greenside the importance of making sure the right materials 
go into the right bins. Students will be focusing on key aspects that make 
posters successful and these will be created and posted around school, into all 
the different classrooms, so we can ensure Greenside is being as green as 
possible.  
Wanda wishes that recycling never existed. It is our job to write to Wanda and 
tell her all about the importance of it. We will be telling her all the wonderful 
things recyclable materials can be made into, such as swings, benches, even 
magic school buses. We will also be including all the damage that would happen 
if we stop, such as the increased amount of cutting tree’s down, bigger landfills 
etc. Students will be practising the format of the letter and how to start and finish 
formal letters correctly.  
 

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 
● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 
● Discuss significance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher to help them with reading simple short sentences 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 



 
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will look at key aspects and layout of an eye catching factual 
poster.  

● Students will practice key aspects of letter writing, including starting with 
a ‘Dear…’ and how to sign a letter off.  
 

Reading Tree:  
This week students will be working on the skill of recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
As Murph says in her recycling plant, “without junk I am sunk”. We will be 
helping Murph organising her junk. Students will be making sure Murph has got 
the correct amount of glass jars, plastics bottles etc. Students will be practicing 
sequencing of different colours.  Students will have to help Murph finish 
sequences. They will then be making sequences and allowing their working 
partner to finish it off correctly. We will be looking at what is a sequence? What 
does ‘first’, ‘second’ and ‘third’ mean? What comes ‘first’ in our pattern? 
Students will be experimenting and playing with different levels of sequences in 
both concrete and paper form to see if they can correctly finish the 
pattern/sequence.  What patterns and sequences do we see in the world around 
us?  
Once they have finished helping in the recycling plant students will be saving the 
forest. There is a green, huge forest and each tree has a number. Student’s will 
be using their knowledge from Early Years and the first week to find the missing 
numbers. This knowledge will help lay a secure foundation for the rest of the 
years ‘Maths in the Movies.’ 

● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the right place 

● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

 
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 
● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words. 

 

● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 
ways 

● observing closely, using simple equipment 
● performing simple tests 
● identifying and classifying 
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 
● distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 
● describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 

 

● design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 

●  generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication 
technology 

● select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
● select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 
● explore and evaluate a range of existing products 
● evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 
● build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 



 
Once all the ‘junk’ is sorted correctly it is our turn to turn something old into 
something new. In the episode the bus falls apart, it is up to us to put it back 
together again. Students will be working in teams to turn our recyclable material 
into a ‘magic school bus’. Students will be reinforcing their shape knowledge by 
also discussing what shapes are needed to create the school bus. Are they 3d 
or 2d? What shape materials do we have to choose from? Students will be 
experimenting with different materials and working as a team to create a finished 
project. After the project, students will reflect on what went well but also reflect 
on what they could do even better next time. This understanding of experimental 
development is key in all STEM tasks and projects.  

 
 
Arithmetic Focus: sequences and missing numbers. 

● explore and use mechanisms, in their products. 

 
 
 

 

Friday 25th September 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills. Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Friday Big Write: 
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 



describing Wanda. They will be writing in simple sentences using capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces as well as adjectives to help describe her.  
 
Messy Maths:  
This week you will be helping Wanda finish sequences of her different toys she 
is about to recycle.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on moving at different speeds and throwing and 
catching.  

● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any 
given number 

● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 

as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 

 

 
 

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Colours of the weather 
Monday 28th September – Wednesday 30th September  
Learning Experiences 
This week we are looking at everything the weather has to offer and the vast 
range of colours that are included in that. We will be looking at the science 
behind the different weather/seasons as well as the beauty and art that weather 
has inspired throughout time. This will include rain dancing, to summer beach 
paintings.  
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
Is rain actually blue? What colour is the sun? Why does the weather change? 
What colour is the sky?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at how costumes are important in any TV series or 
film. Mrs Frizzle always has a dress that represents the topic of the episode. The 
student’s will be looking at the importance of the clothes all the students are 

Skills: 

 
 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes, including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying 

on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 



wearing to help represent who that character is. Students will then be creating 
their own costume as if they were in the show.  
 
English:  
This week students will create their very own bright coloured comic book strip 
which includes the famous Weatherman that we meet in this week's Magic 
School Bus episode. We will begin to explore the feature that stories have a 
beginning, middle and end. We will also be making sure we are using capital 
letters for names, especially our superhero Weatherman. We will be learning 
(and performing ourselves) the ancient Native American Raindance to help 
inspire our comic book and draw and write our story of the Weatherman doing 
the raindance to make it rain on a very hot day. To go alongside our comic book 
strip we will be drawing pictures. We will be using the Roy Litchenstein art style 
to help us create illustrations to go into our comic books. Using his bright/vibrant 
colour style and dotted shading our comic books will be a bestseller in no time.  

 
 
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will explore key aspects/layout of a comic book.  
● Students will practice applying capital letters for all names and places. 

 
Reading Tree:  
This week students will be working on the skill of being encouraged to link what 
they read or hear to their own experiences.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
The weatherman has created a big thunderstorm! Students will be needing to 
create a shelter for Mrs Frizzle’s class, in teams, out of lego. After we have 
created a shelter for them to keep dry in we will be counting how many lego 
pieces we have used.  What is 1 more and 1 less than that number? We will be 
then counting how many red blocks we used, what is 1 more and 1 less? How 
many yellow? What is 1 more, 1 less? Using our shelter as a concrete scaffold 
students will practice finding 1 more and 1 less than any given number. We will 
all be coming together and telling the class how many blocks we used, and how 

● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations 
and debates 

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
 

● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 
● Discuss significance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher to help them with reading simple short sentences 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 
● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher. 

 
● given a number, identify 1 more and 1 less 
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 
●  identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations 

including the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than 
(fewer), most, least 

● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words. 



many we had of each colour. Students will then be comparing these numbers to 
one another. What number is bigger? What number is smaller? What number is 
the biggest? What number is the smallest? 
Students will then transfer all their concrete knowledge to recognise different 
numbers in raindrops/snowflakes/suns/clouds and write what is 1 more/1 less of 
different given numbers. This will work on students number recognition and 
practice their own correct number formation. Students will then be comparing all 
the numbers of the different weather aspects and  putting them in order of 
smallest to biggest to cement their knowledge of place of value and the quantity 
behind all the numbers.  

 
This week our science focus is going to be on Seasons. In the UK we usually 
have particular weather that is associated with the different 4 seasons we get 
throughout the year. Students will be looking at the 4 seasons, Autumn, Winter, 
Spring and Summer and what weather we usually get through that season and 
how that weather interacts with the nature we see around us.  Students will be 
using this knowledge to create an art piece that shows all the different colours 
we see throughout the year into 4 different tree’s. 

 
Arithmetic Focus: Finding 1 more and 1 less of a given number.  
Comparing numbers. 
 

 

● observe changes across the 4 seasons 
●  observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length 

varies. 
●  identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles 

 

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
●  to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 
●  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space 
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work. 

● build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 
 
 

Friday 2nd  October 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 



 
Big Write:  
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 
describing Randy as Weatherman. They will be writing in simple sentences 
using capital letters, full stops and fingers spaces as well as adjectives to help 
describe him.  
Messy Maths:  
This week students will be helping Weatherman answer some worded questions 
surrounding the focus of finding one more, one less of any given number. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on throwing and catching with a partner.  

● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● given a number, identify 1 more and 1 less 

● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 
as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 

 

 
WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook:  Colours in my body 
Monday 5th October – Wednesday 7th October 
Learning Experiences 
This week we will be learning all about the bones and muscles of our body. 
Students will be exploring this through factual information, looking deeper into 
robots, famous fictional stories and of course art.  
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What colours would you find inside your body? Why are bones so important? 
Why are muscles and joints so important? What colours are muscles? How is a 
human body different to a robot?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes, including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying 

on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 



This week students will be looking at the process of drawing cartoons. Students 
will be practicing step by step how to draw a cartoon robot to help them with 
their English tasks.  
 
English:  
Ralphy wants to make a robot and he finds it’s not as easy as it sounds. He has 
to make sure the robot includes things to act as bones, joints and muscles so it 
can move like a human. We will be looking at Ralphy’s robot and identifying 
what actions the robot undertakes. Students will study the GPS term ‘verbs’ and 
understand how to identify them in Ralphy's sentences in his diary about his 
robot. 
Students will then be drawing and creating their own robots. Year 1’s will not 
only have to use powerful adjectives to describe what their robots look like, but 
they will also have to explain what verbs their robots can accomplish. What 
colour is your robot? What do you want your robot to be able to do?  

 
 
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence 

● Students will explore the function and use of adjectives to help describe 
a range of nouns. 

● Students will explore the function and use of verbs.  
 
Reading Tree:  
Students will read the book ‘funny bones’ together and begin to build on their 
inference skills to answer reading comprehension questions. This will help build 
up to our ‘Reading Tree’ small group sessions that will begin next half term.  

● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations 

and debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 

 
● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 
● Discuss significance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher to help them with reading simple short sentences 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 
● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

. 
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 

subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs 
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 
● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0 



 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Just like our flexible red muscles, this week our ‘Maths in the Movies’ focus will 
be ‘part-whole model’ to give students a firm understanding of the flexibility of 
adding two numbers together.  Students will experiment with robot part whole 
model machines to practice adding two numbers together using this model. The 
robot won’t be able to be ‘whole’ unless it has the right amount of cogs in his 
‘parts’. Just like Ralphy, students will use this knowledge to then use human 
skeleton arms as their parts and the head as the whole. This will help students 
practice these skills with different numbers. 
Students will also be practicing their mental maths addition this week in our 
fitness maths boot camp. It is important to keep our bodies healthy, so we are 
going to be taking part of Ms. Trapps fitness/maths boot camp session. Here we 
will mix sports with quick fire maths. We will be working on our mind and body all 
in one! 

 
Students will be looking at all the major bones, joints and muscles in our body 
and studying how they move.  Students will be labelling each other as human 
skeletons. Students will then be taking their scientific learning to inspire them in 
some black and white art of our skeletal system.  Students will then be using 
their expert counting skills to count all the bones in their skeletal art pieces. How 
many bones does your skeleton have? 

 
● identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which 

part of the body is associated with each sense. 
 

● design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 

● generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication 
technology 

● select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
● select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 

 

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space 
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 
making links to their own work. 

 

 

 



 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Introduction to part-whole model and addition 
Friday 9th October 
Learning Experiences 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Big Write:  
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 
describing the brave and helpful Keesha. They will be writing in simple 
sentences using capital letters, full stops and fingers spaces as well as 
adjectives to help describe her.  
Messy Maths:  
This week we will be helping Keesha find the whole of different part-whole 
model questions.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on overarm throws.  

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0 
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 

as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 

 
WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook: DC1 Colours of the internet world 



Monday 12th October – Wednesday 14th  October 
Learning Experiences 
Students will be embarking on their first DC week. DC weeks are a chance for 
students to revise and show what they have learnt so far through the first half 
term of the academic year. We will also be discussing the importance of tests for 
self progress. In Year 1 we concentrate on building a positive relationship with 
tests which will be the foundation for the rest of their academic journey. DC tests 
will be taken in Maths, reading and science. 
Alongside our DC week, we will be looking at the interesting online world. What 
do you think it looks like? What colours would you see on the internet? Students 
will be taking part in i-pad workshops this week to ensure they have the right 
skills to start their e-learning journey. Greenside offering each student an i-pad 
is a great learning resource and opportunity. So this week we will be taking our 
time in our ICT skills so we can get the most out of this opportunity.  

 
 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What would the world be like without the internet? How is colour created on our 
screens? How can we make sure we are safe when using the internet?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
This week we will be looking at voice acting and all the skill/talent it includes. 
Student’s will have a chance to have a go themselves with their ipads to see if it 
really is as easy as it looks.  
 
English:  
This week we will be looking at labelling and the importance of diagrams. Often 
students will encounter phones/i-pads to access the internet. We will be looking 
at a computer (just like the one from Magic School Bus) and labelling the main 
parts.  
If you access the internet through a computer or any other device, it is really 
important we know how to do so safely. Students will be creating an e-safety 
poster to put up around the school to ensure all Greenside students are aware 
of what to do, and what not to do.  
As we have our own i-pads it’s important we save as much battery as we can. 
Students will be writing a set of instructions on how to turn off the i-pads 

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
 
● Match graphemes for all phonemes 
● Name letters of the alphabet 
● Read accurately by blending sounds 
● Read words with very common suffixes 
● Read contractions & understand purpose 
● Read phonics books aloud 
● Link reading to own experiences 
● Join in with predictable phrases 
● Discuss significance of title & events 
● Make simple predictions 
● draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher to help them with reading simple short sentences 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 



correctly so the battery will last longer. In their instructions they will use the 
colour of the buttons to make sure it is really clear.  

 
 
 
  
GPS: 

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Students will look at the layout of labelling and diagrams. 
● Students will practice writing clear and concise instructions.  
●  Students will look at key aspects and layout of an eye catching factual 

poster.  
● Students will be looking at the key differences and similarities between 

fiction and non-fiction.  
 
Reading Tree:  
This week we will be working on the skill of listening to and discussing a wide 
range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
To go alongside our maths DC test papers, this week we will be learning and 
memorising our number bonds to 10. We will be fighting against the computer to 
be even quicker at recalling them. In The Magic School Bus they use a floppy 
disk to enter information. First, we will be teaching the computer number bonds 
by using pairs of floppy disks to match two numbers together to make 10. 
Students will be using this practical skill to help them memorise all the number 
bonds to 10.  
Once the computer has learned all the number bonds, it will be us vs. the 
computer. Through a range of quick fire games, such as hit the button, number 
bond ping pong etc, we will work on beating the all quick computer.  
Students will then complete a human vs human number bonds tournament. 
Students will play against each other to practice their quick fire number bonds 

● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

 
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 
● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0 
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 

 

● design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 

● generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication 
technology 

 

● use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content 

● recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 
● use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; 

identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about material 
on the internet or other online technologies 

 



knowledge. Students will play a duel game and start to build up their number 
bonds to 20 or 100 if ready.  

 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Number Bonds 
 
Friday 16th  October 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem.Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
Big Write:  
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 
describing Mikey. They will be writing in simple sentences using capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces as well as adjectives to help describe him..  
 
Messy Maths:  
This week we will be completing our number bonds  messy maths using a 
socrative app which can be used for quizzes.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will focus on throwing into a target.  

Skills: 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 

as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 



 

 
WEEK 8 THEME/ Hook: Colours of how we travel 
Monday 19th October – Wednesday 21st October 
Learning Experiences 
This week we will be looking at the wonders of transportation. Transportation 
can come in so many different sizes, colours, and exhaust emissions. Each day 
of our Star Day week we will take it in turns to look at sea, land and air 
transportation.  
During every Star Day, students will partake in our daily phonics session. Here 
they will explore a range of sounds to help them with their reading and writing. In 
Year 1 we also have daily reading sessions where students will read with one 
another, teachers and individually to promote not only our progression in reading 
fluency but reading for pleasure. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning 
What will future transportation look like? What are the pros and cons to engine 
based transportation? How can we make transportation greener?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
We will be looking at how the creators have used the environment to show 
where each episode was set. What colours do they use to show that they are 
underwater? How do they show that they are in the sky? It will  then be our turn 
to create a backdrop for all three, sea, land and air.  

  
 
English:  
While looking at sea, land and air travel, team work will be a key skill this week 
in English. During our sea day, students will be working together to create a raft 
that can float over the lake with the green monster in it. Students will have to 
express their opinions to their team to effectively work together to create a 
finished project. Students will then reflect to the class what went well and what 
they can do better next time after our ‘sink or float’ test. These talking and 
listening skills will be added upon during our land day where they will be 
designing and pitching their car ideas for ‘a greener car’. How is your car going 

Skills: 

 

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
●  ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
●  use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
●  articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
●  give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings. 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on 

topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and 

debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
 

● sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 
● begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 
● form capital letters 
● form digits 0-9 
● understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
● Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 



to help the pollution? What does it run off? Students will be encouraged to listen 
to others and ask questions to one another. Finally, during our ‘air’ day, students 
will be working solely on their listening skills to see if they can follow instructions, 
to build a paper airplane. Students will have to listen carefully to ensure that 
their paper airplane is folded correctly. We will then make sure our airplane is 
brightly coloured and we shall see who’s travels the furthest. Can it go further 
than Mrs Frizzles?  
  
GPS:  

● We will look at the structure of a simple sentence and use capital letters, 
full stops and fingers spaces. Students can reference the display board 
with reminders of how to write a correct sentence. 

● Key features of a question and how it ends with a question mark.  
● When to correctly use the exclamation mark.  

 
Reading Tree:  
This week students are going to work on the skill of becoming very familiar with 
key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
We will be travelling through transportation with Mrs Frizzle through sea, land 
and air. While we are in the sea we will be adding together all the colourful fish 
that you may see in the submarine. While we are on land, we are going to be 
adding together all the cars that see on our road outside. And when we are in 
the air we will be adding together all the clouds that we see from our plane. 
Students will be practicing their addition through pictorial scaffolding to find the 
answer. This will help them move onto adding using a numberline when they are 
secure.  

 
During our sea day, students will be helping Mrs Frizzle’s class on the monster 
lake by creating a raft. Students will need to work together to build a raft. They 
will need to consider that the raft must be waterproof and it has to float. Students 
will be working in teams, and then after everyone has finished building we will 
put the finished rafts to the test in our very own classroom lake. Students will 
then reflect, not only on their team work, but also on their choice of materials. 
Who’s raft is going to save Mrs Frizzle from the lake monster?  

● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

 
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 

subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs 
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number 
● read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0 
● solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 

objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems  
 

● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different 
ways 

● observing closely, using simple equipment 
● performing simple tests 
● identifying and classifying 
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 
● distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 
● describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 

 

● design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users 
based on design criteria 

●  generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication 
technology 

● select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
● select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 
● explore and evaluate a range of existing products 
● evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria 
● build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 
● explore and use mechanisms, in their products. 



 
Arithmetic Focus: Addition 
 
Friday 23rd  October 
Students will be practicing what they have learnt this week through a Big Write 
and a Messy Maths problem. Students will then be participating in our school 
wide specialism where we help the students become ‘world ready’ through 
learning about a range of topics and learning valuable life skills.Students will 
then be taking part in the whole key stage PE/Sports session. 
 
Big Write:  
Students will be writing character descriptions of different characters they meet 
during the ‘The Magic School Bus’ experience. This week the students will be 
finally describing Mrs Frizzle. They will be writing in simple sentences using 
capital letters, full stops and fingers spaces as well as adjectives to help 
describe her. 
 
Messy Maths:  
We will be answering some worded addition questions given by Mrs Frizzle 
regarding all types of transportation.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
This half term we will be working on our ‘Throwing and Catching’ for Year 1. 
They will learn to control a ball when they are rolling and bouncing, throwing and 
catching, on their own, with a partner and in a group. Students will progress from 
simple underarm catching to simple overarm throwing and onto an underarm 
sling for throwing quoits. Students will also develop tracking and receiving skills 
and learn to move in different ways, changing direction, speed and locomotors 
quickly. These are essential skills for playing ball games. The students will also 
gain experience of playing some simple team games, following rules, competing, 
and supporting each other to win. Students will be encouraged to think about the 
changes that occur in our bodies when we exercise, why we need to warm up 
and cool down and how we can best do those things. 
This week we will put all our skills together in a rotational throwing and catching 
bootcamp.  

Skills:  
● Form lower case letters correctly 
● Form capital letters & digits 
● Compose sentences orally before writing 
● Read own writing to peers or teachers 
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
● Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
● Leave spaces between words  
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students 
● read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0 
● solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects 

and pictorial representations, and missing number problems  
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well 

as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a range 
of activities 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


