
 

 

Issue: 1 
Greenside 

A Curious & Inspirational Place of Experiential Learning & Leadership 
Where we are .. Breaking Boundaries 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 
 

Welcome to the Year of Colour! 
  

Date: Friday 18th September 2020 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
How wonderful to be ‘back on track’ and ready to share our 1st Newsletter of the academic year!  
We have kept this edition simple and not too long to ensure everything is read and enjoyed and, of course, so many of 
our Trips, Family and Sharing events are still on hold. None-the-less we are so happy to tell you all a little about the 1st 
three weeks of learning and to share some fab photographs too. 
Welcome to our 1st 2020-2021 Year of Colour Newsletter - Greenside is now bursting with colour everywhere!  
Firstly the building is full of students with a curiosity, kindness and with love that is beautiful to experience after being 
away for so long - they bring brightness and hope that we are celebrating with a new joy this year! 
Our corridors explore the impact that just one colour has on our emotions and brain and, of course, Kermit is sitting on 
his Director’s Chair in the Entrance Foyer amidst an array of art in the colour of the rainbow. 
George Webber has filled Greenside with plants to start the inside rewilding and our garden is full of late summer fruits 
and colour. During the year ahead we will be exploring many elements of the world through the focus of ‘colour’ and 
introducing the concept of ‘Live your Best Life’ too.  
We will find new and different ways to talk with you about our Curriculum and Learning as the term unfolds. 
 
1. Y6 Secondary Transition 
A reminder to all our Y6 Families that the Pan-London Secondary application should be completed by 30th October this 
year. I have sent some information from Hammersmith & Fulham and a couple of Secondary schools and I will 
continue to email any leaflets or dates for virtual/ live visits that we receive. Although we cannot hold our usual 
Secondary Transfer Evening at Greenside we are very happy to talk to anyone who would like to talk to us about the 
process or if you have any questions at all - please just email and we will contact you asap. 
 
2. Open Days 
In place of our normal Open Mornings & afternoons this year we will be releasing a short film next week with a virtual 
tour of Greenside and information for prospective students/ families. If you have a little one ready to start Nursery or 
Reception in September 2021 please let us know and we will send you the link or check it out on the website. If you 
have any friends or neighbours looking for a school please could you kindly pass on this information and, of course, 
pass on the message that we will happily call families to talk and answer questions directly. What a strange time we 
live in! 
 
3. TEFAT survey and Keeping in Touch 
Many of you completed the Covid-19 Lock Down survey that Hugh Greenway sent directly to all parents/ carer. There 
was a hugely positive response from our community. If there are any questions/ responses that you made that you 
would like to follow up or discuss directly with us at Greenside please feel free to contact Robin or me. 
Meanwhile, as always thank you for your support, questions and suggestions as we all work together to make things as 
safe as possible over the weeks and months ahead and continue to help our students to make as much progress as 
possible too. 
 
4. Covid-reminders 
This week we have sent a couple of reminders about Covid- related safety. Thank you for supporting with the drop off 
and pick up arrangements - it is especially tricky at our small Y1 & Y2 gate but we hope the slightly staggered times will 
help congestion there now. We will continue with the current arrangements for all year groups for the foreseeable 
future to support with social distancing around the site. 
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We shared the latest DfE directions on when students & families should remain home, try to get a test or self isolate 
this week too. The one consistent expectation is that if a student has a temperature (whatever the other symptoms are) 
they must be sent home (with siblings) to be tested (wherever possible!) and will need to self-isolate. We know this is 
exceptionally frustrating especially if the temperature appears to be related to a cold but we must ensure we all follow 
the guidance at all times. If your daughter/ son has a cold without a temperature please return them to Greenside as 
soon as they are ready to be with us, well enough to safely learn with others.  
 
Please can we remind you that students should be bringing in as few items as possible: a jumper/ coat if needed and a 
water bottle - bags and scooters should be left at home at the moment. Books will be at the discretion of the Teacher 
and Home Learning will generally be set via Bug Club, Mathletics & Spell-o-Drome - spelling for each year group can 
be found on our website and some assignments will still be set via The Classroom. If you wish to check the Home 
Learning programme this half term for your daughter/ son do email them directly. 
 
5. Student Progress 
How lovely to begin to talk about Learning again! At the end of last week all our students in Y1 - Y6 took part in a Bug 
Write assessment description piece of independent writing under test conditions. Our Teachers have graded this 
against National Curriculum criteria so we are all set with Test information alongside other evidence from Class Writing 
so far this half term to focus on key skills for every student. We have made similar assessments in Maths and all our 
Teachers are ready to ‘blast through’ revision skills and knowledge and start with the new learning for this academic 
year. Please feel free to email your Cl;ass Teacher(s) if you want to talk about early progress or to find out what your 
daughter/ son’s targets are for this half term. 
 
6. Calendar 
We will include our Calendar for this half term in the next edition of our Newsletter because at the moment we have 
taken out all the planned onsite events and all our external trips and visits - it looks a little strange and sparse but we 
are making up for all the things we can’t do with lots of lovely, fun and inspiring learning in the classroom. 
 
7. Non-Uniform Day 
On Monday 21st September we will be having an early non-uniform day to raise money for charity. This day was 
postponed from the week Lock Down began and our wonderful students have requested we reschedule asap. 
It is International Peace Day on Monday so a great day to help others.  
A couple of years ago we went to Battersea Park with our Federation Partners to sing together, this time last year we 
invited families to come in and make Peace Quilts for Good Chance. This year our students will be celebrating by 
making 3D ‘peace’ mobiles and messages to give to our friends at Good Chance and TEF. So sad we cannot involve 
our parents/ carers on site this time but we will make up for it next September!  
On Monday 21st September students may wear non-uniform - ideally incorporating some bright colours to celebrate joy 
and peace - Y3 & Y4 will still need PE appropriate clothes but these too can be brightly coloured and non-uniform. 
We will be making a collection at the gate so please can you try and donate a coin - anything you can spare will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
Film Inspired Money Boxes 

Collecting loose change for charity 
 
One of the 1st Greenside traditions that our potential Head Girls & Boys have pitched in their applications is to ask 
our students (and their families) to please make a really interestingly designed ‘money box’ at home inspired by their 
Class Film for this half term. After they have designed and made the box at home please can your family collect 
loose change all the way through to the start of December. We will then choose a day to bring the money in and 
count it all. It really is a case that every penny counts and it’s a great way to get young people to engage with 
charity, counting money and seeing that a little contribution from a  lot of people can make a huge difference and 
impact. We will launch this project with our students on Monday. 
It would be wonderful if you could send me a photograph of their Money Box when they have made it!  
With many thanks for your help. 
Karen and our Y6 students. 

 
Have a wonderful 2 weeks ahead. 
Karen 
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1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside families, 
It has been far too long since we have been able to share a newsletter with you so it is with great joy that we welcome 
everyone back to Greenside! It has been an incredibly tough time for everyone in lots of different ways since school 
closures in March and although we loved seeing all of your home learning films and pictures, it's a long way from where we 
all wanted to be. A school without children is a sad place. So although there are processes and procedures in place that 
mean we're not quite back to 'normal' yet, we are all over the moon to be back in class with our wonderful students! 
Everyone has been on great form since they returned and it feels like we have never been away. Our staff have never been 
more inspired to deliver exciting and engaging learning experiences for our students and our students never realised how 
much they'd miss school! Thank you for all your support. It's good to be back.  
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. STAR Days - Films to Inspire us all. 
Our STAR Days are back, our films are back and our Experiential Learning Model sees students inspired by weekly hooks 
and linked learning.  
 
a) Nursery - Paddington 
Hi there! My name is Christina Morra and I am the Nursery teacher at Greenside Primary 
School. I am originally from Toronto, Canada where I received my teacher training at the 
University of Toronto. I have worked across Nursery and Reception at Greenside for nearly 5 
years now and I am delighted to be back in the classroom - this year especially because we've 
all had such a long time away!  
This term in Nursery our focus topic is "Me & My Community." We will be learning all about 
ourselves, our community, and the beautiful city of London! To help inspire our learning, we 
will be watching and studying the film Paddington. Through our exploration of the film 
Paddington, the Nursery class will learn about all of the iconic landmarks that London has to 
offer. We will also discuss what makes London special and unique. Paddington, a bear from 
Peru, is the perfect example of demonstrating just how culturally diverse the city of London is.  
 
b) Reception - Paddington 2 
Welcome to Reception from Kimberely Buchanan. We have had such a wonderful and exciting start to our year in 
Reception! It’s so nice to see the students skipping in the gate each morning ready to go! We have had so much fun 
playing with our old friends again and getting to know new ones. As the sun has shone on us, we have started learning 
and thinking all about our amazing city of London that we and Paddington Bear call home. Our learning is inspired by 
the wonderful film Paddington 2. We have built the River Thames in the sand, packed a bag for Paddington’s travels, 
and topped up our Oyster cards to travel around the classroom. We’re already starting to understand why Paddington 
loves our city so much, and of course how important a community is to help you, keep you safe, and give you fun 
things to do! In the coming weeks, we look forward to learning even more about famous landmarks of London, and 
comparing our city and the way we live with other cities around the world! If you 
haven’t watched Paddington 2 we recommend it highly! 
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c) Y1 - The Magic School Bus 
Hi everyone. My name is Katie Trapp and I am the Y1 teacher. I love teaching Y1 
because they make such amazing progress through the year and really appear to grow 
before your eyes! I love hands-on learning and our Greenside Experiential Learning 
Model is perfect for us and I am as curious and eager to learn more as our little students. 
I love reading, in particular, short stories from different cultures. I have grown up with a 
wide array of animals and believe it is of the utmost importance to look after all living 
things that share our earth. I am so excited to see my new wonderful Y1’s blossom this 
year into World Ready, passionate learners. 
We will be boarding The Magic School Bus each week this half term with episodes to 
inspire all our subject areas and to help us ask big questions about the world!  
 
d) Y2 - Anne with an ‘e’ 
Hello to all new Y2 students and families! My name is Laura Gilroy and I am so excited to spend the year with our 
lovely Y2 class. Firstly, a little bit about me for those of you who don't know me: I began my time in Greenside in 2018 
in Y2 and then spent last year in Y4 so have had a good chance to experience different year groups 
and give me lots of inspiration for challenging our current Y2 so that they are ready for KS2 next 
year. I initially trained as a classical musician but throughout this period of time I always taught and 
so education has always been my main focus, albeit in different areas. As well as music, I also love 
to read and cook at home so I especially look forward to some of our planned food experiences this 
year, which brings me on to what we are learning about in Y2. 
This term Y2 are watching episodes from the series Anne with an ‘E’ which is based on the story of 
Anne of Green Gables. We will be spending time getting to know Anne and her wonderfully 
colourful imagination, whilst considering some thought provoking topics such as the power of money, 
gender equality, racism and community. We will take inspiration from Anne and always strive to be 
the best version of ourselves, both academically and personally, which will help us to challenge 
ourselves and each other throughout Y2 and beyond. I can't wait for a great year ahead and look 
forward to getting to know all our students and families better.  It will not come without its challenges 
I am sure, but we are ready to tackle these head on and end our time in KS1 having a wonderful 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e) Y3 - Inside Out  
Welcome to the Year of Colour in Y3! I'm Hannah Findlay, a newly qualified teacher originally 
from Scotland. As most of you know, I am new to Greenside and am already feeling so 
welcomed by the students, staff and parents/ carers. It has been fantastic getting to know 
everyone in Y3 so far, they are such an enthusiastic, interested and funny group of young 
people! 
 
The first film we are studying this year is Inside Out. This links perfectly to the Year of Colour 
and has already provoked some brilliant discussions about how emotion and colour are linked, 
whether we would want to feel happy all the time, and what happens when we try to suppress 
certain emotions. These conversations about the film have supported the class in analysing their 
own thoughts and feelings, something I feel is so important during this unprecedented time. 
 
We have many exciting learning opportunities planned which are inspired by Inside Out. The 
students have already made their own travel brochures about San Francisco; they researched 
the city on iPads and used persuasive language and colourful pictures to convince people to 
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visit! We also have plans to build our very own Golden Gate Bridge, make some 
broccoli pizza, and create stop-motion animations. 
 
It is a real shame that I am unable to meet our families properly because of the 
social-distancing restrictions; however, I have really enjoyed the brief chats that 
we can have through the gates at home time. I look forward to a time when we 
can sit down face to face. Until then, please feel free to email at any time with 
any questions! 
The whole of Y3 have come back to school with such a fantastic attitude, it has 
been a real pleasure to teach them. 
 
f)  Y4 - Howl’s Moving Castle 
Welcome (back) to Mr Tilden's class! A ‘hello’ from me James. All my shining 
students have been so wonderful in these first few days of school, and seeing all of you 
parents/carers at the morning and after-school hours, and well socially distanced, has been 
great. If only we could more actively catch up! 
 
Either way, I am so very honoured to have my Y3 students back in the classroom - although 
getting used to calling them Y4 has actually been a bit of an adjustment! The same brilliant 
and smiling faces all back together again, and my have they grown! They've been bursting 
with enthusiasm and energy and all sorts of new perspectives to contribute during class 
discussions. They know me well and I know them quite well, yet they still surprise me every 
single day. And while it has been many months since we sat together in the same classroom, 
it almost feels like we've picked up exactly where we left off, steeping in brimming and 
wonderful conversation and learning!  
 
This half-term, to plunge head-first into The Year of Colour, we're looking at the ever 
enigmatic, charming, and whimsical Howl's Moving Castle, a Studio Ghibli production. 
We're seeing all the ways in which magic can be colourful, and how different colours can lead 
to different worlds, and how those worlds entirely depend upon the person who is entering. 
Howl, as a wizard, takes us on an amazing journey through serene landscapes, war zones, and, of course, through his 
incredible moving castle. Watching the students' mesmerized faces, absolutely enthralled by the magic on screen was 
a big pleasure. And we've already done so much with Howl: our own castles, our own colourful hats (as Sophie, in the 
film, is a milliner), and we've even interviewed Howl himself. Of course, the journey has just begun, and I look so much 
forward to each day and learning experience with these bright, incredible students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
g) Y5 - Coco 
It is the Year of Colour and Y5 are certainly in full swing of integrating colour into all of their Coco learning. We have 
started the academic year off with some strong poetry writing inspired by Christina Rossetti’s poem Colour, as well 
as exploring place value by creating a big colourful cube of 1000 pieces. The students are impressing me, Vandepas 
and Emma Hancock by just how dedicated they are to their learning. Wait, who is Ms. Hancock you are asking? Well 
she is our new amazing teacher who is working with Ms. Vandepas this year. She is very excited to be working with 
Y5 and has loved getting to know the students and helping them with their work so far. Ms. Hancock is a passionate, 
creative person who loves art, film and moving. She also loves to run and getting into the country air. So surely will 
be starting up a running club at Greenside in no time! We are both absolutely loving the Y5 class this year. Their 
compassion, kindness and generosity towards their classmates puts such a big smile on our faces. They are already  
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taking on the academic challenge of Y5 with such dedication and passion towards their learning. This group of 
students are so intelligent and special. Let the love of learning continue! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
h) Y6 - Cool Running 
Welcome back from me, Daniel Mahara. We are off to a cool, calm and collected start with 

our class film Cool Runnings.  
 full of bright colour, energy and humour – perfect for our new Y6 class. As they enter their 
final year at Greenside, we are aiming to ensure they have the best year possible – we know 
how much potential this cohort has. 
In English, we will be writing for a range of purposes, producing a variety of outcomes. 
Writing to entertain, students will write suspenseful radio broadcasts. These will elevate 
typical bobsleigh commentary to new heights and, once writing has been completed, our 
sports commentators will create a digital recording of their radio broadcasts ready to be aired 
on Google Classroom. Another exciting writing piece will see students investigating the 
circulatory system. Here, the focus will be on writing to inform as they write a scientific report on this complex topic. 
They will then present their ideas in a TED Talk style. 
Students will be welcomed back into the world of Maths at Greenside as they 
explore number to 10,000,000. They will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of place value, their approach to formal written calculations and 
their efficiency in mental strategies – they will use Cool Runnings to explore 
complex ideas in context. For example, we will use the temperature athletes 
face during the Olympics Winter Games to study negative numbers; students 
will also analyse the bobsleigh team’s heart rates and create line graphs to 
explore the data. Creating elastic propelled vehicles during our STEM project 
will see Y6 students further apply their maths knowledge. 
It’s set to be a wonderful half term. 
Welcome back, Y6! 

 

4. The Mahara’s Maths Revolution - Maths is Back! 
 
We know how much students at Greenside love Maths and we wanted to welcome them back in a truly Greenside 
way. Linking to the Year of Colour, students from Y1-6 were inspired by the work of Wassily Kandinsky. Using pieces 
like Composition 8, students developed their knowledge of 2D shapes through identifying and measuring angles. They 
were then challenged to use this to create their own piece of geometric, Kandinsky inspired art. The outcomes were 
fantastic! 

This year we are continuing to provide a rich and varied curriculum in Mathematics. During the Autumn Term, students 
will develop a deep understanding of number. Their efficiency in calculation will be developed and key facts will be 
learnt to automaticity; they will continue to explain and justify their Mathematical thinking; and they will solve complex 
problems using this knowledge. 

As well as weekly quizzes and Messy Maths sessions, we will ensure that students continue to apply their maths in 
other areas of the curriculum – like science and during our STEM projects. Our teachers use our class film texts to 
create links – this helps us to see maths in context.  
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It is set to be an exciting year as we reconnect our Greenside students with the wonderful world of Maths! 

 

5. Artistic Greenside 
 
The Year of Colour Comes to Greenside 
We are fully embracing the Year of Colour here at Greenside! In the hall we are very excited with the new floor which 
has brought light and life to this space. We have also brought the green inside as part of big Rewilding Project- we 
now have plants decorating the big wall in the hall, the corridor and our classrooms. The slope now features some 
beautiful new artwork produced by our students. Each class took on a colour and created a collage in all those shades 
intertwined with poetic words that reflect the feelings that colour generates. Of course our garden is awash with colour 
as we have plenty of tomatoes, raspberries, beetroot and rainbow chard all coming into their own right now. Our 
students have been hard at work planting out new crops to keep our kitchen supplied with the freshest of veggies in 
the coming months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. The Greenside Film Factory - Crews are Back! 
 
Mr Yeats shouts from the Greenside rooftops to announce: Our crews are back and although we aren't mixing in the same 
way as before, they are still a real highlight of the week. This term we will be taking our students on a journey through time. 
Starting with Y1 & Y2 exploring the Mayans and the Egyptians through to Y3 & Y4 delving into the Ancient Greeks and 
Romans with Y5 & Y6 finishing with the Tudors and Victorians. Each week will have a different focus covering areas such as 
significant figures, culture, architecture, religion & beliefs and much more. So if you fancy yourself as a history buff, then take 
on our students' knowledge, if you're brave enough!  
 
Watch this space for our Colourful History Film Crew journey! 
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7. Sharing Events  
 
a) Food Experience -  Our kitchen team is very excited to be back and cooking delicious lunches to all our Greenside 
students again. We are currently only able to offer a very small scale Breakfast Club to a group of invited students. This is to 
ensure that we fully comply with hygiene and cleaning regulations and will be under review to extend when we can. 
 
b) Social Media 
Our thanks go to Kimberley who has done such an amazing job sharing Greenside with the world on Instagram - this year 
James Tilden takes up the baton - do check out the posts, comment and tell your friends and family: 
@greensideprimaryschool On Twitter: @greensidew12. 
 
c) Specialisms 
We have a new approach to Specialisms this term to ensure we keep our students in their Bubble. Each class is 
staying together to explore a class Specialism for the term. In line with our overall theme of The Year of Colour, we 
are spending this time exploring and celebrating Black History. This is also something that our dear colleague Caroline 
Allen was passionate about and we wanted to be able to honour her memory in this way. Ms Webber. 
 
 
d) Privacy Notices 
Please note that in line with GDPS we have updated our Privacy Notice - the TEF policy and information is available on 
our website. 

 

8. Our Support Staff  
 
Our Team would not be complete without our Support Team - this week we are delighted to 
re-introduce some of them to you this morning. 
 
a) Hello I’m Miss Yemane and I’m very excited about my role working with KS1 this year. There’s 
already been lots of fun, exciting learning this half term 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Summer is over! But I’m excited to be back at school and working 
with the class of Y6. Ms Sheehan 
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9. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
In so many ways every student is the Star of the 1st three weeks of term! But we have asked our Teachers to nominate 
2 students in their class who have impressed them for a special reason - well done to all those nominated below! 
Our Greenside Screen Stars this week are: Isabel (Reception) and Nico (Y3) - look out for their smiling faces on our 
screen (students at least can see them!) 
 
Niko and Uma for their really positive attitude and enthusiasm towards learning in Nursery this week! (Nursery) 
Isabel for being such a kind friend to everyone in the class (Reception) 
Zuriel for always helping to tidy up and remembering routines quickly (Reception) 
 
Analeigh for settling in with such confidence and beautiful manners (Y1) 
Dillon for working so hard on his fine motor skills (Y1) 
 
Maekele for returning to school with a real enthusiasm to learn and get involved in all areas (Y2) 
Lavin for a wonderful day of Maths learning this week. (Y2) 
 
Tahlia for her participation in discussions and her wonderful setting description with lots of rich, descriptive language. (Y3) 
Nico for working collaboratively with his peers to create stop-motion animations! (Y3) 
 
Malachi for contributing some amazing thoughts to our discussions. (Y4) 
Merhawi for being so confident in raising his hand and sharing his wonderful opinions and answers with his classmates, 
especially in the way he spoke so much about Alexander the Great.  
 
Shania for settling in at Greenside so well and showing that she has the Greenside spirit and enthusiasm! (Y5) 
Charlie for impressing us all with his maths skills! He is proving himself to be a real Mathematician. (Y5) 
 
Ryma for an excellent start to Year 6 - she has worked incredibly hard already. (Y6) 
Msgna for his positive attitude towards absolutely everything (Y6) 

 
 

10. SMSC - Leading & Changing the World. 
 
‘Kermit kicked off the year’ with his singing, positivity and environmental questions. 
This week he asked us questions about friendship and kindness - we hope you enjoy these examples of our poetry and Art 
inspired by his ideas. 
 
We have also appointed SMSC Leaders - these students will ‘hold the SMSC Black book’ with great honour and responsibility! 
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11. Academic Year 2020-2021 
 

Greenside & Griffin  
Term Dates 
2020 - 2021 

 
● Please note dates and CPD Days may change in the light of Covid and this may be at short notice. 

 
Autumn Term ‘20 
(Tuesday 1st September 2020 - CPD Day)  
 
Students return Wednesday 2nd September 2020  
Half term Monday 26th – Friday 30th October 
Final day of term Friday 18th December 2020 
 
Spring Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 4th January 2021 
Half Term Monday 15th – Friday 19th Feb  
Final day of term Wednesday 31st March  
 
Summer Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 19th April 2021 
Half term – Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  
Final Day of academic year - Wednesday 21st July 
 
Greenside and Griffin closed to students: 
Monday 3rd May - Early May bank holiday  
CPD Days x2 - Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 21st May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June 

 
Keep in touch with and please contact us if you have any questions about learning and life at Greenside!  
 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  
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