
 

 

Issue: 10 
Breaking Boundaries 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 
  

Date: Friday 6th March 2020 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
As we reach the end of the second week of this half term already we have much to be proud of at Greenside right now 
and lots of interesting and exciting things to share. I am always so joyful when I come over to Greenside to be greeted 
in the playground and around the site with stories, learning to share and golden moments that students (and indeed 
staff) want to share - the sense of excitement and fun always leaves me feeling that there is something so special 
about Greenside and it’s a pleasure to be part of it. 
 
Last Thursday we were changing words and enjoying the company of our National Poet Laureate - Simon Armitage. 
Do check out the article below to hear more. 
 
We are, of course, mindful each day of the changes to the public health information re: the Coronavirus - we now 
receive daily updates and we will be in touch with you all if there is any difference to the advice that Robin has shared 
below. Let’s hope things across the world settle very soon. 
 
All of our thoughts are with Caroline Allen this week - Caroline is still very unwell but has had a birthday. May I thank all 
our Greenside families past and present who have sent Caroline so many lovely messages via school and I know they 
have meant a lot to her. 
 
International Women’s Day 
Here at Greenside on Monday 9th March we will be celebrating International Women’s Day. 
We would like to extend the invitation of celebration to our Greenside families. Our female relatives are welcome to 
come along and join the girls and Greenside women at 9.00am and our male relatives have a space booked with the 
boys and men. This year we will also spend a little time together as a mixed gender community at the start. 
Our focus is Unique, Equal, Together - so we’ll be looking for stories in the Hall of how different & special we are - how 
we are also equal and putting the two ideas together can help create a better society! Big ideas for 9.0’clock on a 
Monday morning but full of potential creative thinking and fun! 
 
Changing Places - Learning Ideas 
Our Greenside  big theme of Changing Places & Big Ideas continues this half term - yesterday it was so good to see 
our students incorporating World Book Day into our Film Crews and enjoying words on the page. Thank you to those 
Key Stage 1 parents/ carers who came along in the afternoon to our Reading Café to share books with our Y1 and Y2 
students - it is always a pleasure welcoming you! 
 
A reminder, as always, that you can access our STAR Day Film Learning Plans on our website - they are a really good 
way to make a quick check of the areas of study and concepts that each class will be focusing on this half term and do 
check out the great films inspiring us at Greenside too. 
 
Y2 & Y6 Test Information Hour 
As we approach the ‘test season’ again this year we would like to invite parents/ carers to join us to hear about work 
we will be doing with students in preparation, to hear about the process itself and to see how you can best support your 
daughter/son at home too. This will be a good opportunity to talk and ask questions before the Easter holidays. 

● Monday 23rd March - 6.00pm - Y6 Test Information Hour 
● Monday 30th March - 6.00pm - Y2 Test Information Hour 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Dance to be Heard - Our Planet! 
The corridors of Greenside are full of music and dance of every kind! May I remind parents/carers that our Dance to 
be Heard performance will take place at Greenside on MOnday 6th March - starting at 6.00pm. 
Students will bring home a pair of balck leggings and a T. shirt that day and they should return at 5.30pm wearing 
their dance clothes. Tickets will be on sale from MOnday 9th March from me or from the Office - tickets cost £1.00 
and all money will be donated to Good Chance. I can’t wait for the evening! 
 

 

 
Have a wonderful 2 weeks ahead. 
Karen 
 

1. Message from the Head of School 
Dear Greenside families, 
There has been so much information in the news lately about the coronavirus so I wanted to take the opportunity to 
update you on the current situation. The main preventative measure is still good handwashing practices. Public 
information materials being released by the government say to wash your hands more than usual, for 20 seconds each 
time with soap and water or hand sanitiser, especially on the following occasions when you: sneeze, cough, eat or 
handle food, get home or into work. It is also suggested that you avoid touching your face if your hands are not clean.  
 
The latest advice for those returning from travelling abroad is to stay indoors and avoid contact with other people 
immediately if you’ve travelled to the UK from: 
● Hubei province in China in the last 14 days, even if you do not have symptoms 
● Iran, lockdown areas in northern Italy or special care zones in South Korea since 19 February, even if you do 
not have symptoms 
● other parts of mainland China or South Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, Macau, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan or 
Thailand in the last 14 days and have a cough, high temperature or shortness of breath (even if your symptoms are 
mild) 
● other parts of northern Italy (anywhere north of Pisa, Florence and Rimini), Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar or Vietnam 
since 19 February and have a cough, high temperature or shortness of breath (even if your symptoms are mild) 
If you or your child are showing symptoms such as cough, high temperature and shortness of breath, please contact 
the 111 service to seek advice. Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. Please remember that these 
symptoms are very similar to many common colds and flus that everyone gets at this time of year so does not 
necessarily mean you have the virus.  
 
You can go to NHSUK/coronavirus for further information about the virus and how to protect yourself. Use the 111 
online coronavirus service to check if you need medical help.The government has published its coronavirus action 
plan and expanded its public information campaign. 
 
I hope this helps bring a lot of this information into one place for you. We are receiving virtually daily updates from the 
government, LA and Elliot Foundation and will continue to share anything relevant with you as soon as it comes 
through. 
 
After School Provision Update 
Our after school provision is now a firm part of the offer at Greenside and we are so pleased that lots of our families 
find the service so helpful. A reminder that in order for a place to be confirmed, you must book and pay through the 
office by 2.00pm. This is to ensure that we have the correct ratio of staff in place for that day. Thank you as well for 
making sure that your children are collected at 5:45pm. This goes a huge way towards keeping the service financially 
viable so we can continue to run it.  
 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan
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2. Simon Armitage visits Greenside! 
We were extremely lucky that Simon was able to spend an afternoon with us at Greenside last week - he had a quick tour of 
our classes, enjoyed lunch in the Hall and then spent some time listening to lots of our students reading their own poems to 
him! This is quite a novel way around but it was a fab experience for Simon too. 
In his Reading and Q&A session we were treated to extracts from Hansel and Gretel - a nightmare in eight scenes, Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight (renamed by Simon as the Greenside Green Knight!) and a selection of poems including Ark 
which we have studied in SMSC recently. I hope it will be an occasion that our students will remember forever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

3. STAR Days - Films to Inspire us all. 
Our films this half term have all been selected to continue the challenge of exploring ‘big ideas’ - and wow are some of them 
big! We hope you enjoy the stories below. 
 
a) Nursery - Wall-E 
This half term in Nursery we are learning all about Space! We have been learning the different planet names within the Solar 
System as well as some facts about each one. "The sun is so hot!" Ishwaaq told Ms Morra. Freddie recalled that "Saturn has 
rings around it" and Nancy was able to remember "the planets orbit around the sun."  
We have also learned more about Earth through the film Wall-E and how important it is that we look after it. "Don't forget to 
put the rubbish in the bin!" Darcie told her friends in Nursery. Once the rain clears up, we will be commencing our astronaut 
training camp in the Learning Garden!  
 
b) Reception - Wall-E 
This term Reception will learn so much about Space! Using Wall-E to help us 'launch' our learning, we have already found 
out lots about the different planets of The Solar System, and look forward to learning what it takes to be an astronaut, and 
debate whether alien life really exists. Our highlight this term though might be our 'robot' learning, where we will actually build 
robots like Wall-E for the future using recycled materials! 
 
c) Y1 - The Greatest Showman 
This half term we are looking at The Greatest Showman. Students will be looking into the spectacular world of circus 
performances. Y1 will be researching into animals in captivity and how circuses have changed throughout the years. 
Students will be comparing the lives to those at the zoo and looking at both the pros and cons of animal captivity.  
Students will have a big debate where a vote will be held after passionate speakers. Students will be looking at the world of 
performance and battling it against the world of science and tackling this widely debated topic.  
 
d) Y2 - Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory 
Our big ideas for Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory are 
all linked to the production of 
chocolate and running a 
business! We will be thinking 
about how many workers are 
needed for Wonka to run his 
factory, what his factory should be 
made of (science link!) and how it 
would feel to have an enormous 

 



chocolate factory. We have been looking at how much money Wonka makes this week, and looked at making given 
amounts using different coins. We have also written a letter to Wonka, asking him all our big questions, including 
‘Where do the Oompa Lumpas live if they do not leave the factory? ‘Why did you decide to make the factory?’ and 
‘What is your favourite chocolate treat? 
We also thought about how Charlie would feel winning the golden ticket, and wrote in the first person about how 
excited we would be to win a lifetime supply of chocolate! 
 
e) Y3 - The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind could not be more different from Y3’s previous films. Our first 
three were all Hollywood films set somewhere in California. This one is a British film set in Malawi, a 
wholly different world than what we are used to. Through the film, we will be looking at some 
seriously big ideas, including famine, growing crops, democracy, social responsibility, and the impact 
of unconventional thinking. It’s shaping up to be the most amazing half-term of learning yet. Take a 
look at us learning how to plant some chilli seeds!  
 
f)  Y4 - Hidden Figures  
Hidden has really captured Y4's attention this term. The film has some ‘big’ and very relevant topics 
for them to digest, such as racism, feminism, space and mathematics as a concept. This week has 
seen us study the Civil Rights Movement, researching some key events (the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott, Freedom Rides and the bombing of 16th Street Baptist Church to name a few) and people 
who were crucial to the movement's success, such as Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. Not 
only did we look into the details of these events and people, but also assessed how successful they 
were in achieving their goals and how there is still room for improvement. Such an emotionally 
demanding subject has been approached by Y4 with maturity, empathy and sensibility which has 
been a pleasure to witness from such young minds!  
Next week, we are looking forward to immersing ourselves in the concept of 'Feminism Means 
Equality,' tying in perfectly with International Women's Day and working alongside Bush Theatre to create a Play in a Day on 
the subject. What an exciting remainder of the term we have left!  
 
g) Y5 - The Blind Side  
The Blind Side is the exceptional story of a real person named Michael Oher, who had his life 
changed by one person.  
Y5 were amazed that a random act of kindness had the ability to completely transform a person. This 
film will allow us to explore exciting moral issues, such as random acts of kindness, as well as build in 
the idea of team spirit as we have transformed our classroom into teams, and continue to play 
American Football each day.  As this film is incredibly emotional, we will look at how the Director, 
Writer and Camera person were able to evoke such strong emotions in particular scenes.  
Y5 have given this film two big thumbs up and recommend it for all!  
 
h) Y6 - The Queen of Katwe 
Throughout Spring 2, Y6 will be exploring The Queen of Katwe. A film about the importance of 
pursuing dreams and never giving up, it has already captured our student's imaginations. Phiona lives 
in a slum in Katwe, a slum in Uganda. Despite the hardships that she faces here, she perseveres to achieve great success.  
 
Students will begin by writing their own Chess Battle. How can we turn a game of chess into a realistic battle? These pieces 
will focus on one chess piece: The Queen. Students will go on to learn more about what life is like in Katwe. We will use the 
soundtrack of the film as well as art from Kenya, to inspire another piece of writing. 
 
The next STEM project for Y6 will be a house building model. They will build stable, durable structures for the communities of 
Katwe to live in. Students will need to ensure it is both functional - including with electrics - but aesthetically pleasing. 
This is already proving to be a fantastic half term for Year 6. 

 

4. Students speak out! 
We’ve heard from the Teachers above - we can now hear from our students! 
 
a) Nursery - Wall-E 
We asked the Nursery students to quote something they recalled from the film Wall-E. Freddie said: "I like it when Eva comes 
out of the rocketship!" Sofia remembered that: "Wall-E turns the rubbish into cubes in his tummy!" 

 



 
b) Reception - Wall-E 
Tiana: “Wall-E is such a funny robot. He really loves Eva” 
Issac: “I just can’t believe what those humans did to planet Earth. It was just full of rubbish and dirty air”. 
 
c) Y1 - The Greatest Showman 
"The movie is spectacular. Lots of them are born different, and it's not funny because they can't help it. I love the bearded 
lady." Tilly 
"I like the bit where they dance on the roof. It's beautiful." Darcy 
 
d) Y2 - Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
Ariyah: “I love our film because of all the songs. My favourite character is Violet”. 
Martina: “I like the film because everyone wants to visit the factory. Willy Wonka is funny, hardworking and he gets to eat lots 
of Wonka bars!” 
 
e) Y3 - The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  
“I think it’s a good movie because it’s a boy that learns how to make electricity and how to get water out of a well with a water 
pump to help plants.” Fiona 
“I like the film because it is a type of film that I haven’t watched before. They speak a different language and it is set in Africa 
and it’s a true story. I would give it five stars.” Henry 
 
f)  Y4 - Hidden Figures 
Duran says, "The film shows lots of ambition and resilience because the women who were sidelined from NASA because of 
their race and gender never gave up on their dreams but fought for themselves in a peaceful way and proving themselves to 
be just as worthy as any other person doing the same work. The most interesting part of the film is the fact that it deals with 
Space, I can't wait to find out more about space this term!" 
Una remarked, "The film is really inspiring because back in the days of the Civil Rights Movement, we've learned that not 
many black people could pursue their careers because they couldn't access the same education but because they stood up 
for their rights and continued fighting, they were able to do what they wanted to do in the end with 
less prejudice. I really liked the film, I didn't think I would at the beginning but actually it surprised me 
how much I did enjoy it."  
 
g) The Blind Side 
Y5 - ‘I have so much energy!’  Msgna. This was said after Msgna created an energy drink for our 
literacy learning. 
‘The film was incredibly emotional as it showed that all people have a good heart.’ –Mirelly 
‘It is incredible how just one person can change your life.’ Juliana 
‘I like that this film is a real life story.’ Nada 

h) Y6 -  The Queen of Katwe 
Logan loves Y6's film!: “ I love The Queen of Katwe, because it is so different from any other movie 
we've done before. It's about a poor, young girl called Phiona who lives in Uganda and finds out that she is amazing at chess! 
What's fascinating is that it's based on a true story and you get to see the real characters and the actors side by side in the 
closing credits. It's one of the best films we've ever explored and it makes me excited about holding a Y6 chess tournament! 

 

 



5. The Mahara’s Maths Revolution - Digital Badge Challenge 
A reminder that everyone is invited to solve the Maths puzzles below and make sure they receive Mr Mahara’s special Maths 
digital badge - come on Mathematicians! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. The Greenside Animation Factory 
Our Concept Campaigns are taking shape and we are advertising with avengence! 
 
a) Film Crew 1 & 2 
Our campaign for ‘Reading for Pleasure’ is off to a flying start!  The students have been 
exploring social media, podcasts and different styles of advertising to help us with our 
campaign. 
This week, to celebrate World Book Day, students, teachers and KS1 parents/carers were 
welcomed into our ‘Book Cafe’ to get a taste at a range of books and the opportunity to 
‘read for pleasure’. This was a truly wonderful Greenside style event!! 
A huge thank you to all who attended and made this so successful! 
 We have also set up KS1 and KS2 book clubs that will meet every Thursday lunchtime.  
Along with our campaign, we have also explored sculpture using different mediums such as card, clay and playdough. We 
can’t wait to reveal our ‘huge’ sculpture based on a wonderful text that has  
been enjoyed by so many over the years! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Our Crew this week is looking at how we can promote the Reading Campaign through social media. Each week Ms 
Rundle’s Crew will be posting information to the Greenside Instagram Account encouraging everyone to participate in 
the Greenside Reading Campaign. This week we are encouraging everyone to share their favourite bedtime reading 
pictures and books with us! We will also be learning about how reading each night can help our writing.  
 
 
 
b) Film Crew 3 & 4 
Our 3/4 Crew concept for this term is Happiness and boy were we happy in crew yesterday! We used the day to survey 
ourselves and each other in terms of how happy we felt we were first thing in the morning and then spent the remainder of 
the day partaking in activities designed to bring peace and happiness such as; sewing, baking bread, making scented soaps, 
gardening, building with lego, reading books and mindful colouring. By the end of the day, we took the survey again and, the 
numbers don't lie, we really were feeling happier after having taken part in these things.Our next task is to then take these 
ideas to others in the school and see how they impact their happiness too. We will be considering our environment also to 
really try and give the best positive experience possible. We can't wait to share our findings at the end of the term! 
 
c) Film Crew 5 & 6 
What can the Power of Money really do? Well Y5 & 6 are promoting this concept by putting together enquiries about 
how the power of money can impact: the world of politics, community & charity and education. Can you buy an 
election? Does the party with the most money win, rather than the best policies? What difference would money make 
to those without enough food in Hammersmith? How can giving money to charity impact those who give it as well as 
receive it? How does money impact education? What would a 'money no object' school look like? All these questions 
and more will form our enquiries over the next few weeks as we promote The Power of Money! 
 
d) Sculpture  
Ms Webber also tells us: As part of our concept campaigns, each Crew is exploring their 
theme through the medium of sculpture. Last week we were lucky to be visited by the 
President of the Royal Society of Sculptors -  Clare Burnett, who came in to see what 
we have been getting up to. She was wonderful in helping our students with their 
sculpture work and giving them hands on, practical advice to develop their work. We are 
looking forward to seeing how these pieces develop over the term.  

 

7. Sharing Events  
a) Breakfast Club 
Our Breakfast Club is continuing to be a great Greenside success story. Every morning we are 
delighted to see so many of our Greenside students coming in ready for a healthy and enjoyable 
breakfast. Don't forget: Breakfast Club runs every morning from 8.20am in the hall with bagels, cereal 
and porridge - there is no cost to our families for the food. 
 All students are very welcome!  
 
b) EYFS Link & Learn 
Reception and Nursery warmly invite parents and carers to come to another Link and Learn session 
with their daughter/ son on Wednesday 18th March, details of times will be sent out to families soon. 
This session will be focused mainly on Maths, understanding what is expected of your daughter/ son in this area, how we 
teach it, and how you can help at home.  
Hope to see you then! Ms Morra and Ms Buchanan 
 
c) Social Media 
As you may have seen, our social media platforms on Instagram and Twitter have been working overtime trying to keep up 
with all the publicity we’ve been getting! Make sure you’re following us to get all the latest news and see some sneaky peaks 
of life behind the scenes! On Instagram: @greensideprimaryschool On Twitter: @greensidew12. 

 

 



8. World Book Day 
a) An Author visits Y4 
Sophie Wietzman tells us: On Tuesday afternoon, a local children's author, Harriet Whitehorn, visited Y4 to talk about her work 
and to work with our students on how to 'world build'. As any of the students will now be able to tell you, this is a term you'll 
hear a lot from writers, especially those working in fantasy and adventure genres. Great writers create living, breathing 
environments for their stories and invite readers to enter and become embroiled in them - this is world building.  
 
First, Harriet talked about the things that inspired her and then she showed us how she had built her stories' settings around 
some of these different elements; in particular she explained how, as a child, she had day dreamed about being a spectacular 
ice skater and loved the idea of places which froze over in Winter. As a result, one of her books is set in a place which freezes 
over every night as dusk falls. 
 
Next, Y4 were encouraged to build their own worlds by creating maps and linking them to their current film, Hidden Figures, 
which involves going into Space. As a result, there were examples of floating schools with zero gravity where students learn to 
fly, play air volley with clouds and eat food brought by flying horses.  
 
It was a fantastic afternoon full of imagination and enthusiasm. Harriet remarked on how much she had enjoyed our students' 
ideas and energy and kindly left us with signed copies of some of her work. I hope that Y4 continues 
to demonstrate such a love of reading and am sure that they will all be writing fabulous adventure 
stories set in Space in the coming weeks. 
 
b) Nursery love Books! 
Nursery had a lovely time celebrating World Book Day at the Greenside Book Tasting event. It was 
so lovely to see the Y1 students reading to their friends in Nursery. The book tasting was a success 
in creating a hunger and a love for reading! Mia and Samira dressed up as their favourite book 
character - Little Red Riding Hood!  
We also played with the classic story ‘Whatever Next’, dressing up and collecting all the props they 
needed to re-enact Baby Bear’s trip to the moon.  
 
c) Reception with Underpants! 
This year EYFS celebrated a space themed World Book Day! We explored 
our favourite stories set in, or related to Space. In Reception we 
particularly love the story Aliens Love Underpants so of course that 
included wearing (clean!) underpants on our head as we went about our 
learning examining the rhyming words in the story. 
In Nursery they played with the classic story ‘Whatever Next’, dressing up 
and collecting all the props they needed to re-enact Baby Bear’s trip to the 
moon.  
 
d) Dream Reading Adventure 
Our 3/4 Crew Dream Reading group this week chose some of their favourite books as inspiration to 
design a mini library. The artists then captured their ideas on paper and designed these fantastic mini libraries. These designs 
will be revealed later this month so watch this space!  

 

9. Favorite Poems 
To coincide with Simon A’s visit to Greenside we asked our Greenside Teachers to name their favourite poems - we had some 
really interesting nominations! 
 
Ms Morra -  I Carry Your Heart With Me by E.E. Cummings because the words are so romantic and beautiful. 
Ms Buchanan - Man from Snowy River by Banjo Patterson 
Ms Trapp - My favourite poet has to be Michael Rosen. I love how he performs his poems and they aren't in a traditional sense 
of rhyming poems. My favourite one of his poems has to be Strict Teacher. It makes me think about education so much 
throughout time...and it makes me laugh. 
Ms Rundell - Brother by Mary Ann Hoberman.  
Ms Williams - Please Mrs Butler by Allan Ahlberg 
Mr Tilden - One of my favourite poems comes in the form of a song. Its lyrics are piercingly beautiful, especially when I heard 
them quoted in my friend’s wedding vows a few summers ago. The song is “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea,” written and sung 
by Jeff Mangum and released in 1998 by his band, Neutral Milk Hotel, on the album “In the Aeroplane Over the Sea.” I would 

 



highly recommend a listen! 
Ms Webber - The Tale of Custard the Dragon by Ogden Nash. - George  
Ms Gilroy - A Dug, A Dug by Bill Keys 
Ms Vandepas - Still I Rise by Maya Angelou 
Mr Mahara - Half-caste by John Agard  

 
 
10. Student Stars at Greenside 
What a great group of students we have nominated this week - congratulations to them all and as always check out the smiles 
on our Screen Stars of the Week: Olive (Y2) and Msgna (Y5) 
 
Isaac and Othman for their theatrical storytelling of Whatever Next for World Book Day! (N) 
 
Ayah for her passion for writing (R) 
Asher for his cheery 'hellos' to everyone (R) 
 
Ayub for his beautiful artwork (Y1) 
Maya for learning her spellings and getting full marks on her spelling test (Y1) 
 
Olive has been working so well on her letter to Mr Wonka (Y2) 
Kayden has also been working hard on his money skills (Y2) 
 
Amy for doing such an incredible job on her African landscape painting (Y3) 
Merhawi for being a superstar in the school garden, being a “farmer,” & helping many people in Y3 plant their chilli seeds (Y3) 
 
Treshan for showing real maturity and empathy whilst learning about the Civil Rights Movement (Y4) 
Una for her great engagement with our new film topics (Y4) 
 
Alisha, Kamita and Msgna for working hard on their capacity worded problems. Well done to you all! (Y5) 
Finley for showing a positive attitude towards his learning (Y5) 
 
Caleb for his attitude to learning: he is dedicated, consistent and always looking to improve (Y6) 
Zubir for making such positive improvements in all subjects and being more resilient when presented with a challenge (Y6) 

 

11. Looking forward to future events! 
 
Attendance Day 
Ms Webber reminds us: The winners of this week’s best class attendance prize were .. Y3 and to celebrate they were treated to 
a delicious salad of fresh samphire at lunchtime! 
Our next 100% Attendance Day will be Monday 16th March. We have achieved this goal in the past and would really like to give 
this one our best shot. So come on Greenside - let's make Monday 16th March an attendance day to remember! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admissions  
Please follow this link to see our 2020-2021 admissions criteria - there are no changes - we are sharing information! 

 
 

 



12. We Act 
On Wednesday, 15 students travelled to Wembley Arena to take part in WE Day UK.  This is a celebration of young people 
committed to making a difference in both global and local communities. Our students had the opportunity  to hear powerful, 
inspirational speakers, award-winning performers and local heroes along with 12,000 other young people who have been part 
of the WE Schools programme. 
This was a wonderful opportunity for some of our students to celebrate the work that we do at Greenside supporting numerous 
charities and good causes as well as witnessing the amazing, inspirational work of others. 
 
Mary Y5 “There were so many inspirational speakers but the one that stood out to me was a girl who was born blind in one eye 
and deaf. She wanted to be a doctor and never took no for an answer. She graduates next year from medical school!!  
Her message is, you can be whatever you want to be in life” 
 
Lara Y3 “I want to be a doctor when I grow up and a girl who left Syria because of the war has inspired me because she worked 
hard and is now training to be a pilot “ 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

13. The Felix Project - try something new and help the planet! 
We are excited to announce that we are going to be working with The Felix Project on a new initiative every Thursday.  
The Felix Project Schools Programme is a programme through which schools across the country can contribute to reducing 
food waste and all the associated consequences, for example the emissions of CO2 and methane. They collect surplus food 
from shops and food providers that would otherwise go to waste and redistribute it within the community. We will receive a 
delivery of produce from The Felix Project every week that will be made available to our school community on a 'market stall' in 
the playground every Thursday. All this produce is available free of charge - you can just help yourself to what you need! Just 
by using this food and averting it going to landfill, we will be preventing the same amount of environmental damage as a car 
driving around the globe twice every year! If you have any questions please check in with Ms Webber. 

 

14. Garden Plans 
Another message from Ms Webber (she’s having a very busy week!) 
We have been very busy getting the garden ready for Spring. We have been working away weeding, turning the soil and 
preparing the beds ready for the new season plants. This week we were able to put in some potatoes and to plant some chilli 
seeds in pots on the window sills ready to keep our kitchen supplied with chillies - chilli sauce is our most popular condiment! 
Our garden team also made some 'bug hotels' using recycled water bottles and twigs that were salvaged from the garden. 
These hotels will encourage friendly bugs to come to our garden and to get to work! I recently attended a day at 
Hammersmith Academy, sharing good practice with other professionals in the area and plans are afoot to extend our garden 
programme. Watch this space! 

 

 



15. SMSC - Changing Places - Changing Leicester Square 
In SMSC this week we explored the unveiling in Leicester Square of 8 statues representing characters from significant movies 
over the last 100 years.  
At Greenside the voting showed by democratic means that if we could choose just one of the 8 to be in our Greenside Secret 
Garden to represent cinema and London it would be Paddington eating his marmalade sandwiches! 
 
Nursery:  

3. Mary Poppins - because she looks after the children. 
2. Batman - because superheroes keep us safe. 
1. Paddington - because he loves marmalade sandwiches and so do we! 
 

Reception: added to the statues by niomanting Forky from Toy Story 4 
 
Y1 - Y1 students were all big fans of Mr Bean, but lot's of them felt 
the minions deserved a statue in Leicester square. 

 
Y2 - In Y2, we thought that Mary Poppins should win the award 
for being the best statue in Leicester Square! Here are a few 
pictures of our drawings of her.  She looks after children and 
makes them happy! 
 
Y3 - Paddington Bear took the prize in Y3. When asked, “Which 
statue commemorating outstanding film characters would you pick 
to remain in Leicester Square?” students overwhelmingly 
considered the serious implications of migration inherent in the story of Paddington Bear. This character has also been dear to 
the hearts of Y3 students since studying this film back in Reception. 
 
Y4 - Y4 students’ chosen statue for who most deserves their place in Leicester Square is Paddington Bear as he provides us 
with the most happiness so it will be spread around London if people visit his statue. 
 
Y5 - This class thought Mr Bean would be the worthy winner! 

 

16. Academic Year 2020-2021 
 
  

GGL Federation 
Greenside & Griffin  

Term Dates 
2020 - 2021 

 
Autumn Term ‘20 
(Tuesday 1st September 2020 - CPD Day)  
(Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – CPD Day)  
 
Students return Thursday 3rd September 2020  
Half term Monday 26th – Friday 30th October 
Final day of term Friday 18th December 2020 
 
Spring Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 4th January 2021 
Half Term Monday 15th – Friday 19th Feb  
Final day of term Wednesday 31st March  
 
Summer Term ‘21 
Students return Monday 19th April 2021 
Half term – Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June  
Final Day of academic year - Wednesday 21st July 
 

 



Greenside and Griffin closed to students: 
Monday 3rd May - Early May bank holiday  
CPD Days x2 - Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 21st May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June 

 

17. Spring Term Calendar 
Greenside Family Calendar 

Spring Term 2 - 2020   

Week 3   

Monday 9th March 9.00am International Women’s Day - Celebration at Greenside 

Monday 9th March 9.30am Bush Theatre - production work with Y4 & some Y3 students  

Tuesday 10th March AM Y6 Maths Conference (Day 1) 

Tuesday 10th March 10.00am Open Morning - Prospective Families to visit  

Wednesday 11th March AM Y6 Maths Conference (Day 2) 

Wednesday 11th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 12th March 3.00pm Felix Food Project - see item 13 above 

Week 4   

Monday 16th March  All Day 100% Attendance Day 

Monday 16th March 6.00pm Dance to be Heard - Our Planet! Event for families 

Wednesday 18th March  9.30am  EYFS - Link & Learn Maths session for families 

Wednesday 18th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 20th March All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 20th March PM Mayor’s Cup - Greenside v Addison 

Week 5   

Monday 23rd March All Week Data Capture 4 - week at Greenside  

Monday 23rd March 6.00pm Y6 - Test Information Hour 

Tuesday 24th March All Day Y3 Trip - V&A - Picasso Art Workshop 

Wednesday 25th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 26th March All Day Reception Trip to the Science Museum 

Friday 27th March PM Mayor’s Cup - Greenside v St. John 

Week 6    

Monday 30th March 6.00pm  Y2 - Test Information Hour  

 



  

Tuesday 31st March All Day Y3 & Y4 Dream Adventure students to Hackney launch 

Tuesday 31st March AM Y1 & Y2 - Stranger Danger Workshop 

Wednesday 1st April 3.30pm  Easter Tea & Cakes 

Friday 3rd April All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 3rd April 33.30pm Easter Holidays begin 

  There will be 4 days over the holidays with Easter revision classes 
for Y6 students - details to be sent in a letter from Daniel Mahara 

   

Summer Term 1 - 2020   

Monday 20th April 8.55am Summer Term begins at Greenside  

  
 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  
 

 


