
 

 

Issue: 7 
Breaking Boundaries 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 
  

Date: Friday 17th January 2020 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
Welcome to our 1st Greenside Newsletter of the new term, calendar year and of the decade - we have spent 2 weeks 
together since the holiday already and the long dark winter days will soon be giving way to sunshine and light. 
We are looking forward to another term working within the Year of Changing Places and exploring the many Learning 
opportunities this brings. We hope you enjoy the news and information below. 
 
Film Immersion Day 
By 9.30am on Monday 6th January we were gathered together in our Hall to watch Spellbound - a documentary 
tracking the story of the finalists of an American Spelling Bee held each year in Washington DC. The day, of course, 
led to our own Class Spelling Bees, challenges to games of Scrabble and lots of exploration about how words change 
and language develops over time. Our students love a Spelling Bee and it’s a great way to learn spellings with a Mary 
Poppins sprinkle of magic. This week in our Board Meeting Daniel Mahara was crowned the Teacher Spelling Bee 
champion after a short but firey few rounds against his colleagues! Do check out some of our SMSC Book Marks later 
in this Newsletter too. 
 
Dance to be Heard - Our Planet 
I hope you have by now all received the information that our performance in the spring term will be dance based this 
year and will take place at 6.00pm on Monday 16th March. We’ll be creating & choreographing an original piece of 
dance around ideas relating to the environment. It will essentially be a Dance in a Day but students will have their 
section of the sound track in advance. It’s a great opportunity for dancers and gymnasts to perform and for some 
students less confident at acting or singing on stage.  
We will be dancing to tell the story of Animals. Earth, Fire & Space and there was already a sense of excitement 
around yesterday. 
I emailed the details on Wednesday and a number of students took an application home yesterday. Please return these 
by Monday 20th January so we can begin! 
 
New Governance 
Recent changes within the way governance operates in schools has meant a change from the traditional governing 
bodies that have existed for many years. At Greenside we are about to begin a pilot programme to set u a Community 
Council as a way to involve our families and local community in aspects Greenside. Please look out for an email from 
me over the next couple of weeks explaining the process and, I hope, some of you will join us as part of Council. 
 
Home Learning 
As ou know before the Christmas holidays our students all took tests/ assessments as part of DC2. There are a few 
students at this point in the year who we now feel would benefit from some focused home learning each week and our 
Teachers will contact you directly if this is the case for your daughter/ son - mostly this will be to practice the key skills 
a little more because they need to develop memory at this point. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Little Amal 
Some of our students played an important part in the story of Little Amal - a huge puppet who will walk from Syria to 
London to promote peace and understanding between communities across Europe. She tells the story of the child in 
The Jungle - an unaccompanied minor - and she will make a truly epic journey to tell this tale. Last week Little Amal 
was unveiled to the world for the 1st time and 10 Greenside students joined the theatre company and charity: Good 
Chance to present her to an audience. Our students were wonderful and it was a most moving experience. At the end 
of Little Amal’s walk we hope that the whole of Greenside can welcome her to London! 
 
Karen 

 



 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside families, 
Welcome to 2020 and I hope that everyone had a lovely break over the Christmas period. Whenever I think of the year 
2020, it makes me think of sci-fi films from when I was young that were set in a futuristic world with hoverboards, 
robots and life on Mars. Well, we might not quite be there yet but it still gives me the feeling that we're living in a time of 
immeasurable possibilities. This fits perfectly with our theme of Changing Places - Big Ideas (of course!) and we will 
start 2020 the way we finished last year - by working hard to inspire our students to believe that the future they have 
ahead of them is filled with immeasurable possibilities and that their role in it is huge! 

 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

GREENSIDE MATHS WORKSHOP 
 

Please join us on Tuesday 21st January at 9.00am for a maths workshop. We will be exploring the use of 
manipulatives to support a range of calculations and how these are part of the progression through 

concrete, visual and abstract methods. All are welcome.  

 

Breakfast Club  
We are delighted to be a pilot school for H&F as they look to provide free breakfast everyday for all students. 

 
We are excited to announce that our new Breakfast Club will begin here at Greenside on Monday. This club will run 

every day from 8.20am to 8.45am in hall and we will serve toasted bagels with a range of toppings along with cereal or 
porridge. You may bring daughter/ son child through the black gate at 8.20am to be fed! Please note they will not be 
allowed access to the playground or classrooms during this time. You do not need to sign up and this service is free! 

We look forward to seeing you at Breakfast Club on Monday.  

 

 

2. Little Amal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

3. STAR Days -  
 
Our students will be enjoying some wonderful films this half term. Don't forget our plans for the half term are published on our 
website. 
 
a) Nursery - Moana 
This half term in Nursery we have been learning all about oceans and the different animals that live there. We have 
also been exploring some of the problems facing our oceans, like coral reef bleaching as well as the large amounts of 
plastic and waste being littered into our oceans. We have used the film Moana as a way to help immerse ourselves 
into our new learning topic. As part of our 'deep dive' into Moana we will learn more about the Maori traditions and 
tales and how important it is that we look after our planet and ocean life. 
 
b) Reception - Blue Planet II 
This term David Attenborough takes us on a journey through the 7 oceans in our documentary film text Blue Planet II. 
Every week this term we will examine an aspect of ocean life through the text, from turtles, coral reefs, to polar 
exploration and the threats facing our oceans today. We can’t wait to find out more about the technology used to 
explore and investigate our oceans, and have our minds blown by the weird and wonderful creatures that live in the 
big blue. We will work hard this term to heed David Attenborough’s message of conservation and look forward to 
finding out more about what action we can take inspired by our film text this half term. 
 
c) Y1 - Mulan 
This half term we are inspiring our learning through Mulan. Mulan is such a great film because even though it was set 
thousands of years ago it still makes us question topics in the present day. Why are equal opportunities so important?  
We will be looking at lots of gender stereotypes and asking how we can challenge them, just as Mulan did.  
Mulan was released in 1998 and students will be looking at how Disney has progressed through time and how it may 
progress in the future. I am very excited to see students fantastic work based on such an important, influential film! 
 
 
d) Y2 - Honey I shrunk the kids 
We have started exploring our new film, Honey I shrunk the kids with such excitement & anticipation. Our first ‘big 
question’ was to think about what it would be like to be just 10cm tall! Other big questions have included ‘How would 
life change if we were 10cm tall?’, ‘Would we have more or less dangers in the world?’ and ‘How could we fix the 
shrinking machine’. Our film questions have led us to as ‘How did they shrink the characters?’ and ‘How did they make 
the ant so big? There’s lots to do in the weeks ahead! 

e) Y3 - E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. 
Y3 is watching and exploring an all-time classic film, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. It’s clear that the film hasn’t aged a bit, as it 
captivated all Y3 students with its hilarious moments, its exhilarating scenes, and the sadder parts. We have learnt so much 
through the film already, always pondering “big-idea” questions such as, “how would it feel to be stranded on a strange 
planet?” and “is there life beyond Earth?”  
 
f)  Y4 - Up 
Y4 have the joy of watching and learning about all things Up  this half term and it has been a great success so far. We will be 
exploring many subjects such as flight (and space), South American traditions, friendship and old age, to name a few, and 
we will have lots of exciting learning experiences including our trip to the science museum to explore the flight and space 
galleries and designing and building our very own flying houses. Throughout each of these topics we will be asking questions 
such as; What does adventure mean to you? What do different cultures have in common? and how will you take steps to 
achieve your biggest dream for the future? Alongside all of our Up learning, we will also be exploring the development of film 
by looking in to the rise of Pixar studios and the use of music and animation to support the story being told. What an exciting 
half term ahead! 
 
g) Y5 - Life of Pi 
Y5 are exploring the film Life of Pi. It has led us to really question some big ideas such as, would we be able to survive 
without our family? What do we need to survive? We are very excited to continue our exploration of these ideas during our 
trip to the Chiswick Lifeboat Station next week. This trip will help us in understanding the importance of lifeboat workers as 
well as aiding us in creating our own Lifeboat during our STEM project. 
 

 



h) Y6 - The Truman Show 
Is this the real world? Y6 will follow the life of Trubank Burbank this half term. Since watching the complex film, students have 
been highly engaged. We are looking at the film from the perspective of The Creator of the programme. Students will be 
using this to inspire their writing. Each week, there will be a direct maths link to the perspective. For example, with The 
Creator tracking Truman's every move, he will be need to translate his camera from one position to another. 
 Our science learning will be Electricity. Students will explore circuits and their final project will be to make their own electrical 
based game – think Operation! Then, students will develop their film making skills by creating an advertisement to sell their 
new game. 
 Meanwhile, we will ask the questions - how do we feel to know we could be watched at almost every moment of our life? 
We will look at the ethics of these kinds of shows and how they influence society. 

 

4. Week 1 - Golden Moments 
 
Here we have some special learning moments from the term so far. 
a) Nursery - Moana 
At the sensory table, Zak and Freddie were examining the amount of plastic in our 
oceans through the story "Somebody Swallowed Stanley." After listening to the story 
Freddie recalled, "the fish in the ocean are swallowing lots of plastic!" 
 
b) Reception - Blue Planet II 
I spent some time with Reception students this week as they were exploring and 
creating turtles and looking at the colors and sharing just how beautiful these 
creatures are - it was a golden moment for me! KBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Y1 - Mulan 
This week we have been looking at Food of China. Students tried all sorts of new Chinese food and mind mapped a range of 
adjectives to match different foods. We also learnt how food plays a big part in their celebrations. We learnt all about 'The 
Wishing Tree' on Chinese New Year and how they tied their wishes to an orange and threw them into the ancient tree's 
branches. Students created their own wish to tie to oranges and threw them on a tree in Greenside School.  
Let's hope they come true! 
 
d) Y2 - Honey I shrunk the kids 
This week we have a lot of fun making our own travelling 
devices to help the children in the film get from the back of the 
garden, to the back door and return to safety. We had to think 
about the materials we were using, including waterproof 
materials for a boat, or how to make moveable wheels for a 
cart. We then tested these vehicles, and made sure it was a fair 
test. We quickly realised that using a plastic bottle instead of a 
cardboard box was the best material to use for a boat and 
learnt about why the cardboard box sunk!  
 
e) Y3 - E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. 
Y3 are film experts at this stage in their Greenside careers. We took our “Film Focus” knowledge and our deep 
understanding of E.T.’s narrative and applied it to a detailed film review. We summarised the film, detailed its use of 
filmmaking techniques, and made our own recommendations. See our reviews, complete with four and five-star ratings 
(some are more critical than others!), in the Y3 classroom.  
 
f)  Y4 - Up 

 



A standout moment from week 1 was seeing all the Y4 students come together to make different elements of our wonderful 
corridor displays. They got really enthusiastic about their own group's element, whether it was designing and making our 3D 
house, creating Kevin the feathery snipe or painting Paradise Falls. This teamwork resulted in some fantastic artwork and 
helped to really immerse ourselves in our film and I was really proud to see such great communication and compromising 
skills taking place by our young students. 
 
g) Y5 - Life of Pi 
Y5 have had a wonderful time exploring Life of Pi. A group of students particularly enjoyed our first attempt at creating our 
own Pi charts. We found this task very difficult as we had to be very precise in our mathematical process but we enjoyed the 
challenge! 
 
h) Y6 - The Truman Show 
Our favourite learning moment in Y6 this week was our science lesson. We began to explore electricity by making simple 
circuits using one cell and one bulb. Students began to make brighter bulbs using multiple cells and then added switches to 
control the flow of electricity - we’ll remember this scientific knowledge forever and we’ll be building on it throughout the rest 
of the year. 

 

5. The Mahara’s Maths Revolution - Digital Badge Challenge 
 
Don’t forget - finish the challenge, share with Mr Mahara and get the badge! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. The Greenside Factory of Big Ideas 
 
Advertising and technology will be dominating our thinking this term - ‘big questions’, exploring the way that 
advertising has changed over the years and, of course, we’ll be creating 2020 technological campaigns ourselves. 
Our Film Crews tell us: 
 
a) Film Crew 1 & 2 
KS1 have had a wonderful start to our new crew theme ‘The Exploration of Advertising’. 
Last week we immersed ourselves in the History of advertising looking at some of the 
fabulous and funny adverts from the past. Students designed poster style adverts and 
recorded their own adverts for a range of everyday items. This week we researched 
WW2 and and along with learning all about this important period  in History, we became 
child evacuees, writing home to our parents and also looked at Advertising as 
propaganda.  
 
b) Film Crew 3 & 4 
We have got off to a flying start this term as we immerse ourselves in the world of advertising. Last week we looked at what 
advertising is and watched some iconic ads from the past. Shake and Vac? Daddy or Chips? Are you a secret lemonade 

 



drinker? We then had a go at making our own TV ad campaign for things such as the 
mugtastic mug, the stickiest glue stick of all time and the mintiest gum on the market! We 
had a great experience and were definitely persuaded to buy one of these products. This 
week we turned our attention to the world of propaganda. We learnt about the different 
propaganda techniques and how advertisers use them to convince us to come around to a 
particular idea or way of thinking. Our own campaigns used some of these techniques to 
convince people to read, to not use plastic water bottles and to make the switch to 
wooden toothbrushes. They were very effective! We can't wait to see what our Crew come 
up with next. 
 
c) Film Crew 5 & 6 
Y5/6 Film Crew are hard at work discovering the dynamics and techniques of advertising and propaganda. Last week, 
students took a mundane item and, acting as sales executives, “pitched” the item to a panel of professionals looking to invest 
(Mr Yeats, Mr Mahara, and Mr Tilden). This week, we took a moment to figure out what propaganda is and what goes into a 
wartime propaganda poster, meticulously designing our own. 
This Crew is ready for the next step: figuring out how to design a “concept campaign” — a dynamic advertising campaign on 
an intangible idea — for the power of money. Soon, we will challenge ourselves to look beyond the tangible world of 
advertising products and items, and dive headfirst into the tougher side of advertising.  
Take a look at these pics of today’s propaganda campaigns!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. Sharing Events  
 
a) The Flight of Y4 
Year 4 had a great day on Wednesday at the Science Museum 
exploring the different aspects of flight including the history and 
development of aircraft, the use of domestic flights for leisure travel 
versus shuttle flight to space for research, and considering what flight 
may involve in the near and distant future - will it  be possible to fly your 
house somewhere one day just like Carl from our film? Perhaps being 
the most unfamiliar to the students, they were really fascinated by the 
concept of flying into space and hadn't quite considered just how big 
one part of an aircraft, such as an engine, would be! It was also really 
interesting to take a look at the planet from the perspective of an 
astronaut. Some pioneering names students will be researching further following our visit are: Amelia Earhaert, Amy Johnson 
and The Wright Brothers. What an inspiring day! 
 
b) School of Rock 
This week, Year 5 and 6 were lucky enough to be invited to Hammersmith Academy’s School of Rock performance. Our 
students were completely engrossed from start to finish and were impressed with the HA performers - the jokes and songs 
had them hooked! Many have already begun to envision themselves on the stage – we have plenty of future performers who 
are ready for the big stage! 
 
c) Virtual Reality Headsets 
Last Wednesday, some of the teachers got to take a first look at our new virtual reality headsets. The experience was 
fantastic! At Greenside, we do a great job of keeping the students grounded in the digital world, with iPads and the many apps 

 



that students have become fluent in. This is the next step. The VR headsets will give us the opportunity to step into countless 
digital worlds. We will be able to up our ICB skills by travelling to so many interesting and wonderful geographical landscapes. 
Ever wonder what the pyramids really look like? Want to stand on the edge of a waterfall or swim in the oceans? Students will 
have to go no further than firing up a session on the VR headsets! We are very excited to bring this amazing technology into 
the classrooms as part of a broad range of experiences we offer our students to inspire their learning!  
 
d) Deputy Heads Meeting - Ms Webber 
On Tuesday I went over to Griffin to meet with a group of Deputy Head Teachers from across the Elliot Foundation in London. 
It was a great opportunity for us to get together and discuss all the exciting things going on in our schools and for us to see 
how we can support each other. It really highlighted for us all how beneficial it is to be part of a wider group of schools as we 
can share our knowledge and expertise. We are looking forward to working with each other in different ways in the near 
future.  
 
e) PE Kit Reminder 
On Fridays all students must wear the correct Greenside PE kit. This consists of: Greenside t-shirt or polo shirt, 
Greenside shorts or plain shorts (no large logos or football badges), plain leggings (no patterns), plain grey, black or 
dark blue tracksuit bottoms. We are currently seeing lots of football kits being worn or clothes with lots of writing or big 
logos on. These are not part of the agreed uniform. If students do not have the correct PE kit we have spare items of 
the correct clothing on site to loan - please do not be offended if your daughter/ son is asked to change. 
 
f) Digital Badges 
This half term students are making a big push on the Times Table and Speed Times Tables Digital Badges. There are 
5 levels of Times Table badges that students receive as they can show their class teacher their times table skills. Then 
it's about speed! Can you recite them in under 10 second, 7 seconds then 4 seconds! Have you got what it takes? 
These badges don't come easy. 
 
g) Social Media 
As you may have seen, our social media platforms on Instagram and Twitter have been working overtime trying to keep up 
with all the publicity we’ve been getting! Make sure you’re following us to get all the latest news and see some sneaky peaks 
of life behind the scenes! On Instagram: @greensideprimaryschool On Twitter: @greensidew12. 

 

8. We are Student Readers! 
 
Ms Williams tells us: Last half term the WE Act group continued their work on the WE Read Together 
campaign by organising our school library. Students worked hard sorting through mounds of books to 
make the space more accessible while providing many more  books for our reading zone outside the hall 
which continues to be a popular space during break and lunch times.  
As part of our library project the group decided on a colourful display to inspire our students to ‘Dive into 
a Good Book’’. 
Please look out for future news on inspiring 
reading through crew updates when KS1 will 
continue the campaign.  
 
The rest of us love reading too….. 

Piper has been reading some Biff & Chip phonics 
levelled books. She read "Win a Nut" 
independently to Ms Morra. (N) 

Toby selected a book called "Secret Seahorse" to 
read with Ms Morra. "The seahorse likes to hide!" 
Toby explained. (N) 

Imogen and Coco have been sharing a lot of quiet reading time together. It has been so heartwarming to 
see two students share the pleasure of reading and helping one another unlock the magic of books. (Y1) 

Rayanne is here with the book she is reading. She has tried so hard with Reading Tree this week. She 
has been focused, determined and won the Growth Mindset certificate for her hard work! Well done 
Rayanne. (Y2) 

 



 

Max is here with his reading book. He has been able to explain himself well when discussing the plot of 
the books he is reading and he is able to show a deeper understanding in his writing. Well done Max! 
(Y2) 

 
 
 
 
Along with being our Stars of the Week, Isla and Nicolas have also worked very 
hard on their reading this week. Isla is tackling several books at once while Nicolas 
is working hard to absorb the English language with a book of his own. (Y3) 
 
 
Siraag and Una have really taken an interest in reading recently, both in our class 
reading and in their own reading for pleasure books. They've enjoyed sharing the 
developments in their stories and linking them to other familiar texts and ideas. A 
prime example was when Siraag told me that the actions of some characters in his 
book were very dramatic and how they reminded him of Mary from our class film 
(The Secret Garden) last term as she was also a very dramatic person. It has been 
lovely to hear the students speak so fondly of something they are reading and I hope it continues! (Y4) 
 
 
Thank you to Ms. Sheehan for bringing in so many books for us to have. Ms Sheehan’s children have 
outgrown such books as Goosebumps and have allowed Y5 to borrow them. Y5 students can be 
spotted with these books in their hands at most times as they find them incredibly enjoyable. 
 
 
Ayobami has stumbled across this gem - The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. He has been keen to come 
in each morning and share how the plot develops. (Y6) 
 
Eleandro has been working hard to improve his reading. He has been through a number of texts recently but for the last few 
mornings has been finding out information about animals. (Y6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9. Our Favourite Films - Greenside Teachers! 
 
When asked to name their favourite children’s film, this is what our KS2 Teachers told us: 
 
James Tilden: Although I watched Home Alone 2 about a hundred times when I was younger, I would have to say that 
Nightmare Before Christmas is my favourite childhood film. It combined my two favourite holidays in such an imaginative, 
illustrative way that it always kept me guessing about the many worlds I had yet to discover.  
 
George Webber: My favourite children's film has to be The Sound of Music. This is a universal crowd pleaser! How do you 
solve a problem like Maria? A few of my favourite things! High on a hill lived a lonely goat herd! The list goes on. I never fail to 

 



be drawn into the story of how the young Maria leaves the convent and eventually finds love in the form of the dashing Captain 
Von Trapp whilst winning over the hearts of the Von Trapp children along the way. Running alongside all this is the looming 
threat of World War 2 - culminating in the nail biting scene near the end when the family are hiding from the Germans in the 
convent chapel. I defy anyone to not hold their breath as the family are crouched behind that tomb! This film has continued to 
draw in new generations of fans as has been proved here at Greenside over the years. So, The Sound of Music - one of my 
favourite things.  
 
Laura Gilroy: My favourite children's film would have to be It Takes Two - a classic starring Kirstie Alley and the very young 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen. Their characters' sense of mischief and humour really appealed to me and the camp setting 
influenced my own first summer camp experience in Canada as a 10 year old. 
 
Laura Vandepas: My favourite children’s film is Matilda as I have always wanted to be able to move things with my mind. 
 
And not forgetting Daniel Mahara: Old Yeller: I still remember how I felt at the end of this film. I don't think I ever truly 
recovered. It's a simple film and an easy watch. Until the end... 

 
 
10. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
Congratulations to all the students below - your Teachers are very proud of you. OUr 1st Greenside Screen Stars of the 
Week for the new term, new calendar year and new decade ... are …. Gray (N) and Isla (Y3) - we hope the rest of the 
2020s are as wonderfully successful for you both! 
 
Gray and Rafi for doing so well in phonics! (N) 
 
Ayah and Luis for their fantastic turtle work (R) 
 
Teddy for  joining into our Year  1 family so beautifully. Well done Teddy! We are so happy to have you! (Y1) 
Theo for always giving 100% to all of our learning tasks. (Y1) 
 
Abdu has been working hard on using cm to measure in our STEM sessions (Y2) 
Felix for writing some fantastic pieces about the characters in ‘Honey I shrunk the kids’ (Y2) 
 
Isla has worked tirelessly with many teachers over the years to become a star reader and writer (Y3) 
Nicolas worked on some brilliant propaganda designs while learning English! (Y3) 
 
Cosy & Charlie for settling into Y4 so well in their first two weeks at Greenside (Y4) 
Siraag for showing some great improvement in focus and attention in class (Y4) 
 
Alisha and Danei for writing a beautiful narrative full of description and excitement (Y5)  
Maisey, Maddie and Alisha for taking a great interest in the game Scrabble and even coming up at lunchtime to play (Y5) 
 
 
Logan for his enthusiasm and passion for maths and willingness to take on a challenge (Y6) 
Tianna for her effort to improve in all areas of her learning; she is a fantastic role model in the class (Y6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



11. Looking forward to future events! 
 
An Attendance message from Ms Webber 
Cucumbers, lemons, kiwi fruit, plums, nachos .... just some of our fabulous prizes awarded to the class with the best attendance 
of the week here at Greenside! We really value good attendance here and go to great lengths to ensure that our school has one 
of the best attendance records in the whole country. You can help us by ensuring that your daughter/ son attends school on 
time every day. We do understand that there are a lot of bugs around at this time of year but if you think your child is well 
enough to attend, please do bring them in - we can always call you if we think they need to go home. Our overall attendance 
has dipped a bit recently - this is largely down to students returning late from the holidays. We are not able to authorise any 
holidays during term time so if you daughter/ son is absent for this reason, it will be recorded as unauthorised. Please can we 
ask that you do not book holidays during term time. 2020 is a new year and with that comes a new chance for us to improve our 
attendance - so come on Greenside, let's make 2020 great!  

 

12. Y6 - The End is in Sight! 
 
Mr Mahara reminds us: Entering our second term, Y6 have the end of KS2 assessments in their sight. They worked incredibly 
hard during the Autumn Term and I am sure they will continue with the same attitude learning. They are a highly motivated 
class and are taking on more difficult challenges as we progress.  
  
Students can help to prepare themselves at home by reading as much as possible – all students have access to a wide range 
of texts at school and we can suggest texts which they might enjoy. We also have a number of digital platforms that they can 
make use of: Mathletics, Times Table Rockstars and NumBots can all be accessed at any time. These apps will help to 
consolidate learning as well as building their number fluency. 
 
If you have any questions about supporting Y6 students at home or their progress etc please email to make an appointment at 
any time. 

 

13. Spelling Bees are the Best! 
 
Read on to see what happened! 
We did a Spelling Bee. The words were really hard but I found them easy. I only got a few wrong but it was fun because you 
were like OH NO. Where did I go wrong?" Ayman (Y1) 
 
This week we had a spelling bee. It was so much fun. We all had to say the spellings out loud and we were either 
clapped or a high ringing sound came for the wrong spelling. We all competed against each other but we all cheered 
each other when we got the spelling correct. We even watched a teacher spelling bee and Mr Mahara won! I think the 
spelling bees motivate us with learning our spellings and we learn new words each time. 

On our first day back, Y3, along with the whole of Greenside, looked at Spelling Bees, American style. We started to realise that 
our weekly spelling tests could be taken further, much, much further. With words we’ve never heard before, we watched the 
students in the documentary Spellbound spell their hearts out. Inspired by their determination, we created our own “spelling bee 
bookmarks” (see below). We also hosted our own Y3/4 Spelling Bee! Taking the Y3/4 Spelling List, we spelled and spelled until 
there were just two contestants left, Omar and Zahra. Ultimately, Zahra claimed victory, graciously recognising the hard spelling 
work of her peers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaac says, "Last week we had a spelling bee in class after being inspired by the american students in our immersion film. I was 
quite surprised by how nerve wracking it could be to spell when you have people watching you and one mistake could send you 
out, but it was actually really fun and made me want to do more activities and games that involve spelling, especially since I 

 



won our bee. Miss Gilroy told me the longest word she knows (floccinaucinihilipilification) and I'm still trying to memorise how to 
spell it now that I can say it properly." (Y4) 
 
During the film immersion day, we took part in a Spelling Bee. This was really exciting. We set the classroom like a real 
competition – each time someone spelt a word they stood at the front. We needed to spell tricky words like ‘necessary’ and 
‘environment’. There were some really challenging words that we are going to now try and learn! 
Azeem (Y6)   
 
‘I loved the spelling bee with Y6 GDS students because I am really competitive and coming in 2nd place was fun!’’ Mirelly (Y5) 
‘It was such a challenge to do the spelling bee with Y’s. I learnt new vocabulary but it was also a lot of fun.- Hiwanja (Y5) 
 

 
 

14. GDPR 
 
At Greenside we understand the importance of protecting the personal data of students, families and staff. There are clear 
guidelines that we must follow for what data we can collect, how it is stored and when it should be destroyed or kept.  
This week we will be sending out an Information Sheet for Parents/ Carers, produced by the Elliot Foundation, to give you some 
more information about this process. You will also find our GDPR policy on our website. Please don't hesitate to contact us if 
you have any questions. Mr Yeats 

 

15. SMSC - Changing Places  
 
Take a look at these wonderful bookmarks 

 

16. After School Provision 
A reminder that we offer an after school provision from 3.30pm - 5.45pm Monday to Friday. There is a charge for this 
service. The provision is for Greenside students only from Y1 - Y6 and run by Greenside staff only. Students get a snack 
and time to socialise and play right here at Greenside. If you would like to take advantage of a place, please speak to the 
office. Bookings must be made before 2.00pm on the day and spaces are limited.  

 

17. Autumn Term Calendar 
Greenside Family Calendar 

Spring Term 1 - 2020   

Week 3   

 



  

Tuesday 21st January 9.00am Maths Workshop - all KS1 & KS2 Families are invited 

Tuesday 21st January All Day Y5 Trip - Chiswick Life-Boats 

Tuesday 21st January  AM Y1 Trip to Kyoto Gardens 

Wednesday 22nd January  All Day Y3 Trip to Natural History Museum 

Wednesday 22nd January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 24th January 2.00pm Mayor’s Cup - Greenside v Ark Conway 

Week 4   

Tuesday 28th January PM Student Voice Meeting with Simon (TEFAT)  

Wednesday 29th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 30th January AM TEFAT Photographer at Greenide  

Friday 31st January  All Day Newsletter published 

   

  
 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  
 

 


