
 
 

 
Issue: 15 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 7th June  2019 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
A very Happy Belated Eid to all our Families who enjoyed this celebration this week! 
I am so pleased to offer you all a warm welcome to our 1st Newsletter of Summer Term 2 this year - where did the year 
go? The next 7 weeks promise to be full of fun, joy and exciting Learning Experiences throughout each action packed 
day. Please take a close look at our Calendar section below and keep an eye open for ‘reminder texts’ promoting 
events for our students or for things we would love you to be involved with. This half term is always the most bizarre 
and integrated mix of our World Ready & Test Ready strands and reminds us how important this vision, culture and 
ethos is as we zoom towards end of year tests and performances! We are humbly reminded just how important it is for 
us to encourage and nourish and creativity, personal best and collective experiences that are so key at Greenside. This 
year the culmination of our shared Film Crew learning will be heard from Greenside to John O’Groats and over in 
Australia and the USA - when we come together to celebrate, raise money and enjoy Green-Day 2019 on Monday 16th 
July - if you work on Mondays we urge you to get that afternoon booked in for a Greenside visit to share the fun! 
 
I am particularly keen to welcome our Y6 families who have their youngest daughter/ son in this cohort and who have 
just 7 weeks left with us - we hope you will enjoy every minute left! 
 
Please remember to read our Summer Term 2 STAR Day plans on our website - each Class Teacher has outlined the 
learning that is planned for each STAR Day linked to the National Curriculum and to our Film Factory Experiential 
Learning Model - if you have any questions please just ask! 
 
Our gorgeous Y6 students will be off on their residential trip to Oxford next week but before that we will be working 
hard to ensure their Writing evidence is ‘spot on’ ready for our Greenside and GGL Moderation. A number of our 
students are aiming for GDS this year and that’s a hard level to attain in Y6 so we’re supporting them on every step of 
the journey. If you have any questions about the Oxford Trip please check in with Daniel Mahara and if your daughter/ 
son needs to do anything specific re: GDS Writing I will be in touch. 
 
This year it is the turn of our Y2 class to be selected for Moderation by the LA. On Tuesday 11th June we will have 2 
Moderators to enjoy all of the reading, Writing & Maths Learning Evidence and to validate our Greenside and GGL 
standards against national expectations - we can’t wait! 
For the 1st time ever the new Y4 Multiplication on-screen checks take place in June. These are National ‘tests’ that are 
in the optional/ pilot stage this year. We have decided to join in and try the checks so that we know what is happening! 
Our students will take a very short computer based test that requires them to have very fast recall of their times tables. 
We will keep you updated on the developments - and results! 
 
A quick reminder too that it is our Greenside Sports Day next Friday - 14th June. We will be delighted for our family 
members to join us over at Ravenscourt Park from 10.00am (with your running shoes of course!) 
All of our students from Nursery to Y6 will be over at the Park showing off their sporting skills, there will be fun and 
games and some highly competitive moments too! 
Please note all of our students will return to Greenside for an afternoon session of learning - students may not leave 
with parents/ carers at the end of Sports Day. We really hope many of you can join us! 
 
Best wishes 
Karen  
 
 
 
 



  
 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
Green-Day 

Our student community will be holding a musical event and Festival Day to raise money for Good Chance  
from 12.30pm on Monday 15th July  

We hope to see you all at the event for lunch and entertainment throughout the afternoon! 

 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Parents/ Carers 
We are into our final half term and a week has already passed. This is the half term that my friends outside of school always 
say 'You don't do anything in the summer term anyway.' They could not be more wrong! This is the term when the students 
are hitting the peak of their learning, when all the skills and experiences they have are at their most developed and 
consequently we drive them forward to be producing some of their very best work. It is also a time for sports day, 
graduations, the summer fair, the Y6 leavers play, Y6 secondary school visits, our final crew experience, end of year 
examinations, the Y4 times table check, moderations, cricket competitions, athletics competitions, end of year reports and 
that's before we even start to think about what's going on for our STAR days and Specialisms. So although there may not 
be long left in this academic year, there are still so many great experiences that the students have to come yet! 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. Sharing our Learning 
We hope you have had a look at the STAR Day plans on our website - our final theme of the year sees our focus Films as 
either musicals or films that use music in an extraordinary/ interesting/ innovative way. Here are some introductory 
comments from our Teachers: 
 
a) Nursery - Down on the Farm 
Nursery is already having so much fun with our 'Food and Farming' topic. They have thoroughly enjoyed watching some of 
the episodes from the CBeebies TV series "Down on the Farm." We were able to watch an episode about ducklings and 
how they are born. This has helped them to get really excited about the ducklings that will be coming to Greenside later this 
month. We also read the story "Handa's Surprise" and had a food tasting session of the different fruits that were featured in 
the book... including passion fruit and guavas! Most recently we have been experimenting with compost and food decay. 
We have been making daily observations and noting how the food has changed in appearance over time. After a few days 
of observations, we will discuss the benefits of composting our food scraps to help nourish the soil in our Learning Garden.  

 
b) Reception - Down on the Farm 
This term Reception are using the BBC series 'Down on the Farm' to inspire our learning about Food and Farming. The 
show is wonderful, as it explores all the different types of farm around the UK, and helps us to understand the journey of 
our food before it gets to our plate. This term we're looking forward to visiting a farm ourselves and learning more about 
how to care for animals and livestock, before we get our very own animal to look after- ducklings! The eggs arrive on the 
24th, and then we will look after them for 10 days as they hatch and grow into healthy ducklings. They will then be taken 
back to their farm to be looked after by a collection of farmers. We can't wait! 
 
c) Y1 - Mary Poppins returns to Greenside! 
This half term we our film is the magical, original Mary Poppins from 1964. Students will be immersed back to Edwardian 
times. We will be designing Edwardian toys, making kites to fly in Hyde Park, and writing letters that will go back in time! 
We will jump from being a child in London to a Chimney Sweep on the roofs to inspire our writing activities. We will be 
creating our own magical medicines that can taste like anything in the world, and then writing a fabulous poem to go with 
our new creations. We will also be dissecting all the fantastic songs for our big writes this half term. Looking at the meaning 
behind classic songs such as, “Chim chim cheree”, “Spoonful of sugar” etc. The half term will be filled with magic and 
wonder to round off Y1 and get our students ready to go into Y2. 
 
d) Y2 - Shrek! 
Y2 have a fun-filled term ahead thanks to the fantastic Shrek, along with his trusty steed Donkey. This fairy-tale loaded film 
provides us with so much inspiration it’s hard to know where to start but it was decided we’d build up the exploration and 

 
 
 
 



excitement one week at a time. We started our week this week with looking at multiple fairy tale stories, some of which the 
students were already familiar with, and some lesser known. Students have created wanted posters in an attempt to catch 
some story baddies such as the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood, and The Giant from Jack and the Beanstalk, and they 
have also designed a book cover for their favourite fairy tales, complete with a title page, blurb and price tag. Big moments 
to look forward to include our STEM project of designing and creating an escape route for Rapunzel to save herself from 
the tower in which she is captured, writing our own fairy tale stories but with unexpected twists, and our crime scene 
investigation where students will enter the class to find something has gone wrong; someone has entered the Three Bears’ 
house and eaten all their porridge! Students will have to examine the evidence and create a formal police report outlining 
who their main suspect is and the evidence to support the accusation. Students will have an opportunity to question their 
suspect in real-time and put all the facts together to decide on a guilty or not guilty verdict - who do you think it is? As we 
approach the end of our time in year 2 we will begin to prepare ourselves for the move to year 3 by introducing some key 
skills, particularly in our maths where we love to be challenged! We have so many things to look forward to this term at 
Greenside so we will embrace everything to come with our usual enthusiasm whilst being reflective of our learning and 
personal development this year and giving ourselves goals for Key Stage 2. Bring it on! 
 
e) Y3 - The Sound of Music 
This half term we enter the wonderful world of Austria in The Sound Of Music. We will be looking at all the new characters 
including Maria, the nuns and of course the Von Trapp family. We will be looking at all the lyrics used in songs, for example 
‘How do you solve a problem like Maria?’ and spotting all the metaphors and similes used. We will be empathising with the 
Captain when he sees all his children jumping around and playing in the trees. Maria is always late for everything except 
for every meal and we will be thinking about how she passes the time in the abbey. We will be comparing the wildlife in 
Austria compared to in the UK and thinking about the famous flower ‘Edelweiss’. During our weeks of learning we will be 
thinking about how the director used different shots and why he chose different music for each scene. 
 
f) Y4 - Dangal 
Year 4’s film this half-term is Dangal, a Bollywood epic telling the story of India’s first Commonwealth Games gold medal in 
female wrestling. Mahavir is a former wrestling champion whose dream is to be the father of India’s first gold medal 
wrestler. One problem, though: he only has daughters. After school one day, he notices that his daughters have been in a 
fight; they’ve “thrashed” the neighbourhood boys. Through this instance, Mahavir has an epiphany: he can still achieve his 
vision even if his wrestlers are girls. 
 
He forces his girls through an arduous, disciplined process of wrestling training, through which the eldest daughter, Geeta, 
rises through the ranks of national wrestling. The journey comes not without its discrimination, as Mahavir and Geeta face 
serious backlash for promoting female wrestling in a male-dominated sport. Nevertheless, they persevere and Geeta goes 
on to realize Mahavir’s wish, which ultimately begs the question: whose destiny is fulfilled? Mahavir’s or Geeta’s? 
 
The film tackles serious questions regarding normative gender roles in deeply traditional communities and offers our 
classroom a close look at some very culturally relevant questions: Do women have to face certain stereotypes that limit 
their success in life? Is there a stereotype in general about girls’ athletic ability? In order to immerse ourselves in the film 
and in these questions, we will be looking at how a variety of film techniques work to promote these motifs in our STEM 
projects. We will recreate a film set in a shoebox (Film Set in a Box), which will include all the elements of Bollywood film 
and Dangal’s thought-provoking narrative. We will write our own news reports about Geeta’s growing fame and what that 
says about female wrestling. Flipping the perspective, will assume the first person when writing our Dangal Diaries, a 
recounting of the innermost feelings of the film’s characters & they experience the hardships of the Indian wrestling world. 
 
g) Y5 - Hairspray 
In this term, Year 5 students will be learning through the film Hairspray. In 1962, Tracy Turnblad is a “pleasantly plump” 
high school student living in Baltimore. Along with her best friend, Penny Pingleton, Tracy frequently watches, The Corny 
Collins Show, a local teen dance television show. The teenagers that dance on the show attend Tracy and Penny’s high 
school. Amber’s mother, Velma, manages the station WYZT, ensuring that Amber is prominently featured. Corny Collins 
and the dancers on the show are white, and Velma only allows African- American dancers on the show once a month. As 
Tracy Turnblad pursues stardom as a dancer on this local TV show she rallies against racial segregation and challenges 
the perception of “pleasantly plump” women as dancers. In Year 5 we will use this oppressive history to discuss and write 
about the history of and present day racial segregation, our perception of the other and how we can become heroes and 
heroines of 2019. As our main focus this half term is Music in the world, we will also write about the Music present in 
Hairspray. For our STEM project Year 5 students will create the next episode of The Corny Collins Show which will 

 
 
 
 



incorporate learning dance choreography, lyric writing, creating music on sound trap, set and costume design and the 
exploration of our science unit on materials. 
 
h) Y6 - The lion is king! 
t’s here… the final half term of the Y6 Greenside journey. Our class film text, The Lion King, will be our inspiration for all 
learning – it will also be used to inspire our end of year production. We will begin by exploring the story of The Lion King. 
Where did the writers find inspiration? There are lots of similarities between the story of the film and Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet. Where do our students find inspiration for their writing? We will think carefully about the characters in the film and 
how they are carefully developed. This will be an important part of our production as students attempt to get into role. 
Students will be taking their own journey – like Simba – to Oxford on the Year 6 residential. From flying down the zip-line to 
taking the plunge on the 3G swing, they will build confidence and resilience before their transition to secondary school. 
During our Friday Big Writes, students will turn the Lion King into a modern thriller. What situations could similar events 
happen in 2019? We have so many other exciting events to look forward to from the Y6 graduation to end of year parties. 
All in all, in looks to be the most special half term so far. We’ve got this Y6… Hakuna Matata. 

 

3. An Interview  
Many of you know Jem Shuttleworth in her many Greenside related roles over the years. 
Jem is the mother of Bette, Indie, Huck and Hick - 4 rather wonderful Greensiders from the last few years. 
She has been a Governor for a number of years and she is currently both our Chair of Governors across GGL and she leads 
all the Governance work at The Elliot Foundation. Jem lives around the corner from Greenside and is a great supporter of 
everything we do! In our interview this week we asked Jem a few Greenside inspired questions: 
 
What is your favourite animal? Giraffe 
 
What is your favourite kind of weather? Sunshine on a Spring morning 
 
What is your favourite book? With a child named Huckleberry can you guess? The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
by Mark Twain 
 
What is your favourite film? With a child named Indiana I think it might be any Indiana Jones film. 
 
What is your favourite song? The first record I ever bought - Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen back in 1975. 
 
If I could change one thing about the world.... I would like to make sure that every child in every country is able to 
attend school, regularly, enjoy their education and go on to make a positive difference in the world. I would also like 
there to be more purple in the world! 
 
With many thanks to Jem from us all at Greenside! 

 

4. Sharing Events  
 
a) The Great London TEF Bake Off! 
So… the dates are set - and Round 1 will take place on Monday 1st July. On this day we will host the Greenside round of The 
Great Elliot Foundation Bake Off! 
 
On that morning we would ask as many of our community as possible to bring in a ‘Summer’ theme cake - this could be one 
big cake or up to 12 cupcakes. 
The entry rounds are for: 1) Students 2) Family members (parents/ carers, aunts, uncles, grandparents, step-parents etc) 
3) Greenside Staff and 4) Class entries - during the day each class will bake something special together. 
 
We will open the Hall at 3.15pm that day for families to view the entries and then judge the entries by 3.30pm. 
We will then cut the cakes and sell them that evening to raise money for Good Chance. 
 
The winning student will join the other TEF finalists on Friday 12th July at Lena G for the grand final! 

 
 
 
 



We hope you will all start planning your ‘Summer’ cake designs and we can ‘let them eat cake’. 
 
b) Athletics Quads Kids 
Greenside students took the the athletics track at Burlington Danes Academy this week to compete in the Borough athletics 
championships. There were 4 events - Sprint, 600m, javelin throw and standing long jump. Although we didn't come out with 
any medals this time, Ms Allen was so incredibly proud of our sportspersonship and effort. "I could not have been more proud 
of our team today! They supported each other for every step of every event and kept each other motivated for the next one. 
Such an amazing example of positive attitudes." Ms Allen says. Just check out that picture of Haysam total shattered after his 
600m! 
 
c) Phonics Screening Test 
Next week all of our Y1 students and a couple of our Y2 students will participate in the National Phonics Screening Check. 
This is a National compulsory check that is an opportunity for us all to see how each of our students are doing with their 
reading. They read 40 words with Katie or Michelle - some of which are ‘real’ words and some are ‘alien’ words. They have 
had a number of practice checks this year and are bouncing with confidence. If you have any questions or want to check in 
with the Key Stage 1 team please do so any time! 
  
d) June CPD Days  
We have our final 2 CPD Days on Thursday 20th June and Friday 21st June - we will be closed to students on those 2 days.  
 
e) End of Term 
Please note term ends on Friday 19th July - please ensure your daughter/ son does not take any time off in that final week 
when we will hold our Green-Day festival and all of our Graduations and end of year sharing events! 
 
f) Term Dates for 2019 -2020 
A reminder of our term dates for the next academic year - please do not book any trips, holidays or events during these 
periods so that we get to spend every precious day learning with our students!  

 
GGL Holiday Dates 

2019 - 2020 
 
Autumn Term ‘19 
(Monday 2nd September 2019 - CPD Day) 
(Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – Federation CPD Day)  
(Wednesday 4th September 2019 – CPD Day)  
 
Students return Thursday 5th September 2019 
Half term Monday 21st – Friday 25th October 
Final day of term Friday 20th December 2019 
 
Spring Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st Feb  
Final day of term Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 20th April 2020 
Half term – Monday 25th - Friday 29th May 
Final Day of year - Friday 17th July 2020 
 
CPD Days x3 - Monday 2nd, Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 22nd May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 18th and Friday 19th June 

 

 
 
 
 



5. Sharing Recent Events & 
Invitations 
 
a) Ugly Bug Ball 
In the last week of last half term, you 
might have noticed an absence of 
minibeasts around your garden. Why? 
Because they were all at The 3rd Annual Ugly Bug Ball! Yes, that's right. All the wee 
timorous beasties crawled out from their holes and joined us in the Learning Garden for a 
wonderful party and celebration of learning! Lots of parents and carers came to celebrate too and we had a magnificent 
banquet of food- some even minibeast themed! We loved dancing and singing and sharing a gorgeously sunny day with all 
our friends and family. Can't wait for the next one! 
 
b) A Day in the Life of ….. 
Y1 
Every week is very different being a Y1 teacher at Greenside, and conversations with students are always spectacular and 
unpredictable, which means there is never a dull moment. However, this week in particular we have really immersed 
ourselves in our new film and have already learnt so much. 

On Monday we came in, and after board meeting and phonics we thought about our own knowledge harvest of information 
about Mary Poppins. What do we already know? What can we predict about the film? We then had to write down 3 
questions that we wanted to find out this half term regarding the famous nanny. We watched our film and discussed all the 
interesting themes that popped up. “What is a suffragette?” “Why does the dad not like fun?” “How can they catch laughing?”. 

On Tuesday we wrote our own ‘wanted’ adverts for the perfect nanny. I particularly enjoy seeing the students’ personal 
opinions on what they would want and it supplies me with endless hilarious quotes to go home with. In the afternoon we 
created our own personal chalk drawings to jump into, like Mary Poppins. I would like to jump into all those beautiful beaches! 

On Wednesday we have to tidy the Mary Poppins’ nursery. Students helped me tidy up by counting backwards in 2’s, 5’s and 
10’s. It’s always handy when they help look after the classroom! 

On Thursday I left my fantastic Y1’s and I journeyed to Y5 and Y6 Crew. We are in charge of the PR for the Musical festival 
so keep an eye out for all our fantastic advertising.  

On Friday I am back with my wonderful class and we complete our Big Writes & Messy Maths.  

After a fun session of Robotics it’s Friday afternoon already and our class get to partake in a fantastic afternoon of a range of 
sports while I get some time to plan and prepare for the following week. Even Mary Poppins doesn’t have as much fun as me! 

A Day in the Life of…… 
The Greenside Kitchen 
It is always a busy week in the Greenside Kitchen! This is a glimpse into how our week has been: 
Monday - It is always a busy start to the day as all our deliveries come first thing in the morning. After all of the veggies have 
been packed away it is time to get the lunch underway. Lasagne - a Greenside favourite! 
Tuesday - Noodles today and making yummy flapjacks for our pudding. 
Wednesday - Down Mexico way today for our top dish .. Burrito! We also had to make a packed lunch for our Year 4's who 
were heading out on a trip. 
Thursday - Today was our Festival lunch linked to our Crew day and this week our country focus was Peru. We had a 
Peruvian comfort food dish of Tacu Tacu with fried eggs, a vegetable ceviche and tropical fruit. 
Friday - Veggie nuggets and fries today with fruit for pudding ready for our afternoon of PE 
 
c) Tate Picture 
Sadly the Photographer had to postpone their visit to Greenside but it is rescheduled for Tuesday 11th June ‘19! 
 
d) Y6 Residential 
Our school journey to the Youlbury Scout Centre in Oxford is fast approaching and we have just a few days left to wait! 

 
 
 
 



We will stay from Monday 10th June to Wednesday 12th June. The students need to arrive at school as normal on Monday 
and take their bag straight into the hall where we will wait for the coach to arrive. We plan to leave around 10.00am so please 
make sure they have some lunch and snacks for the trip. 
Please give any medicines to Ms Allen and ensure that they are labelled clearly and Ms Allen knows the dosages etc.  
 
We will return to school on Wednesday between 3:30pm and 4:00pm, dependant on traffic. Please remember that payment 
must be made in full by the time we leave or your daughter/ son will not be able to attend. 
Please see the recommended kit list below: 
Suggested Kit List: 
- Sleeping bag / blanket + pillow / sheet 
- Nightwear 
- Towel and toiletries 
- Underwear 
- Plastic bag for dirty / wet clothes 
- Sun cream + hat 
- Hair bands for long hair 
- Trousers/shorts to get messy in during day time activities + extra for the evening 
- T-shirts / tops to get messy in during day time activities + extra for the evening 
- Something warm: Jumper / fleece / jacket 
- Foot wear: Trainers / walking boots suitable for outdoor activities (ot your best ones!) + indoor slippers or something to wear 
on their feet inside. 
- Something cool for their disco night! 
 
A reminder that phones, ipads, ipods etc are allowed but are brought at your own risk. If your daughter/ son is bringing a 
phone for the games / camera, please remove the SIM card first as we cannot monitor the calls / internet access they may 
have all of the time. It is also an important experience of the trip for the students to be away from home, often for the first 
time. If you need to contact us in an emergency, then you can contact the school on 02087436421 and they can contact us 
immediately. 
Let's have some fun, Y6! 
 
e) Class Photographs  
The proofs from Say Cheese have come through. You daughter/ son will bring a copy home and if you want to order one, all 
the details are on the back for you to do so directly from the Say Cheese website.  
 
f) Y4 Treasure Trip 
On Wednesday 5th June, our Y4 students set off to Liverpool Street Station to go on an on-line murder 
mystery scavenger hunt - travelling through “Treasure Trails” 
We deciphered a series of clues with our detective hats on and we searched through the eclectic 
streets of Shoreditch to find writings on walls and cryptic numbers and messages written for us to 
decode and eliminate possible suspects in our murder mystery. It was quite exciting to be in a 
neighbourhood so influenced by South East Asian culture, seeing Bollywood outfits through a murder 
mystery narrative not dissimilar to a few Bollywood film trailers we have looked at! We had a day full of 
fun and packed with curiosity and questions to be answered by us. 
 
g) Reception Investigating in the Park 
In the last week of last term, Reception went down to Ravenscourt Park to tally the local bee 
population. We first made predictions, then went around the rose garden to tally, and check against 
our estimations. We sent the data to the Friends of Ravenscourt Park Association, so they could 
measure the impact their planting was having on the local bee population. 
It was interesting and helpful to our environment. 
 
h) Keep going Y4 TT Rockstars! 
Ms Webber reminds us: “Our Y4 students are now very busy preparing for the national multiplication check. This is a speed 
based multiplication test that all our students will take online. Next week we will have a go at the practice test and then sit the 
real thing at the end of the month. In meantime, you can support your daughter/ son by getting them to practice their times 
tables at home. TT Rockstars is a great way to do this!” 

 

 
 
 
 



6. We are Poets  
The lovely Simon Armitage was recently appointed our National Poet Laureate but I think he’d be envious of this 
offering from our very own Greenside Poet Laureates - thank you Ella & Hannah! 
 

The end of the tests 
By Ella and Hannah 

 
Our tests are over 

They’re done and gone 
No more burdens 

And lots of fun 
From working hard 
To fluffy bird pens 

Here at Greenside learning never ends 
 

Although work is done 
And we've had our fun 

Our chapter at Greenside never ends 
And we will remember all our time with our friends 

So thank you Greenside 
And thank you all 

As our time here has been like a ball 
Now our tests are done 

Our school life has just begun. 
 

7. Film Crews - Green-Day Music Festival 
 
Best moment of the week! 
 
Crew 1  
It’s all systems go in the Festival Preparation Department  and 
we are busy making bright and beautiful decorations along with 
Market Merchandise for the big event!!  We don’t want to give 
too much away, so here are just a couple of sneak preview 
images of the students in ‘Operation Preparation !’ 
 
Crew 2 
This week Crew 2 - our fab Y3 and Y4 students have been hard at work 
getting our action plan in order for our contribution to the Green Day music 
festival. Our Crew have taken on the challenge of running the Global 
Kitchen at the festival. Plans are afoot for lots of delicious treats to share on 
the day - have a look at our flyer here and watch this space for more info 
about the event itself. 
 
Crew 3 
The Year 5/6 Promo crew is in charge of some major responsibilities for 
Green-Day planning. We have split out crew group into three major roles in terms of promotion: 1) 
Digital Promotion; 2) Art Promotion; 3) Special Operations. The first is tasked with the major duties 
of promoting Greenside via things like film trailers and social media. The second have some major 
posters, billboards, and tickets to take care of. Finally, special operations are tackling some massive 
duties such as podcasts and a world map that will bring together all of the music that makes our 

 
 
 
 



world go around! It’s a super exciting process and we are very excited to put ourselves in the role of major 
promotional leaders in the Greenside Community.  
 

 
 
8. Student Stars at Greenside 
With just 7 weeks to go the race is on for the final nominations for our Newsletter Student Stars. 
Our congratulations go to all those students who were named by their Teachers for some special and very worthy reasons. 
As always it has been difficult to choose just 2 Screen Stars but we are proud to announce the winners this week are Ciara 
(Reception) and Braxton (Y4) - well done! 
 
Azaan and Tiana for their progression in phonics! (Nursery) 
 
Ciara for her huge improvements in Reading and Writing (Reception) 
Yaqub for his beautiful still life artwork (Reception) 
 
Abdu for learning how to spell supercalifragilisticexpialidocious off by heart. Well done! (Y1) 
Rayanne for her fantastic contribution towards the history of when Mary Poppins was set. Thank you for sharing! (Y1) 

Isla for a wonderful piece of letter writing this week (Y2) 
Merhawi for making a fantastic effort to improve his presentation in recent work (Y2) 
 
Dixie for a fantastic piece of art this week while listening to all the songs in The Sound of Music. Well done Dixie! (Y3) 
Braxton for being such a super new student in our class (Y3) 
 
Alisha for making a great start in Y4 
Msgna for being totally immersed in our new film 
 
Tianna for recalling the Rosa Parks life-story from Y3 and sharing this in a presentation to the class (Y5) 
Sean for his active role in our political debate on racial segregation where he critiqued conservative leadership (Y5) 
 
Jessie for bringing creativity to her learning; her brilliant sense of humour makes the class a happier place too! (Y6) 
Rumi for his positive approach to learning and his consistency in everything he does. 

 

9. Maths - Problem Solving - Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10. Community News 

 
 
 
 



 
a) Cricket Competition 
It's that time of year and with the England cricket team not exactly setting the world alight with their World Cup performances, 
we thought Greenside would step up and show them how it's done at this year's Borough Cricket Competition! The Y5 and 6 
students will compete against the rest of the borough to become champions. The girls are up first next week on Tuesday 
followed by the boys on Wednesday. Watch out for those sixes! 

 

11. We are Writers 
Please ensure some of our great Greenside writing this week! 
 
Nursery: As part of our learning around healthy and unhealthy food choices, Robert wrote "Peas are 
healthy because they are vegetables." 
 
Reception were writing speech bubbles for the characters of the book, 'Supertato'. Caelan wrote: 
Supertato: 'I will mash yoo' (I will mash you) 
Evil pea: 'Wers yor jackit ptaito?' (Where's your jacket potato?) 
 
A Letter - Fiona (Y2) 
Dear Jack 
I am Mr Giant and I don’t know if you can remember when you came in to my precious pretty castle. 
Mrs Giant got such a shock she ….. fainted!!  Jack why did you scare my pretty precious wife? How do you think I felt? 
I was nice and calm until… I heard the door creeping open and then a big slam shut!! Then I said “fe fi fo fum I smell blood of 
an Englishman!!! 
We are too old to have children and if you would of asked if we could share all of the money with us. Not only did you steal 
from us you chopped down the beanstalk and now we are stuck up in the clouds forever!! 
From Mr Giant  
 
My Favourite things – Sonia (Y3) 
My favourite object is my teddy because it helps me sleep and I love teddies.  Sometimes I take him with me on journeys and 
to a dog called Bowie because one of them looks like him . 
My favourite part of the year is my birthday because I get presents and spend it with my family and friends   I’m going to get a 
parrot for my birthday, I can’t wait. 
My favourite book is Dog of Diaries because it’s a diary of a dog and I’m reading his diary. It tells you his greatest fears, his 
family, and all adventures. I bought the book for my friend Sophie but I bought it for myself first and bought a new one for 
Sophie. It’s awesome as a dog diary! 
These are my favourite things.  
 
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 - By Aymam, Y4 
Sunrise emerges. The Sun rises up onto the horizon. The Sun's rays magically sprouts new life. From South America's 
hummingbirds to the icy Arctic. The iguanas are welcomed to the new world, the serval goes on its way to hunt a rodent for 
breakfast for his babies. The beautiful Planet Earth is blossoming with  
beauty and creatures. The zebras weave their way onto the day. 
The dock, ticking away at midday. The Sun's heat recharges the Earth. The sky, beaming at us. The Sun intercept the recipe 
of colours, the iguanas escaped from  
the snake in the Galapagos. The Pygmy Three-toad Sloth is on his way to look for a friend, the bear rubs its back on the tree. 
The Sun refills the nectar, the hummingbird and bees to fight for nectar. The world blossoms today. 
Over the afternoon, the Sun make its way west through the day. Filter a busy day, it is a time for peace and quiet, the 
animal's look for shelter. The morning beings are tired and going to bed but a lion, and others only just wake up. The fearless 
White Tip Shark goes in packs for fish. Bioluminescence is present. We have, One Amazing Day. The cycle is over, only to 
repeat again.  
 
The real story of Pocahontas  - Mei-Lin (Y5) 

 
 
 
 



Early life - Although the name Pocahontas might make some us of think of the story told by Disney itself, She was really a 
person born around 1956, She had a chief as her father, two of her other names were Amonute  and ’ Matoaka’, Amonute 
was a less private name than Matoaka) Her nickname is actually Pocahontas  & depending who you ask,  ‘Pocahontas’ can 
mean playful one or Ill – behaved child.  She was the favourite of her fathers, plus her dad was the leader of 30 Algonquian 
speaking tribes. 
  
English Settlement - Around  one hundred  settlers came to explore the area that the Pocahontan  lived in. unfortunately John 
Smith (an adventurer and Soldier) ventured a bit too close. He was exploring the Chickahominy river when he got spotted by 
both the hunting party & Pocahontas brother John Smith got taken and walked (on got carried) for more than just a few hours. 
They arrived at Werowocamoco to meet the chief, his head was placed on two stones and a warrior prepared to his head 
(killing him) But many people believe that eleven or twelve Pocahontas saved John Smith, as he wrote in his book, she, the 
beautiful daughter of a powerful native leader, rescued him, an English adventurer from being executed by her father. But this 
may have been a misinterpreted ritual or even a lifted tale from a popular a Scottish band, & as well some people say 
Pocahontas turned her back on her tribe but that is not true at all! 
 
Kidnapping - As you can tell from the title of this section, Pocahontas got kidnapped (quite dramatic dun dun dun). But this 
time when the English came back, Pocahontas had 1 child and was married to someone called ‘ Kocum’ ! (A very big twist if I 
say so myself) She got lured to the English. Straight after, the tribe demanded for her back, they said they would give her 
back for the (English prisoners and a lot of weapons although they got their order, the English decided they didn’t get enough 
weapons so they took Pocahontas and left. 
 
Life in England - Pocahontas converted to Christianity and her name was changed to Rebecca, she grew to be brave and 
strong, she was a translator, ambassador leader and had a lot of power. Theories say she died from pneumonia, smallpox or 
tuberculosis.  John Rolfe (her new English husband said she died saying “All must die, but it’s enough that my child lived” 
Fun fact - John Rolfe was widowed and a tobacco planter. 
 
An extract from Desolation Row by Nathan (Y6) 
Imagine a world where reality has been turned on its head, and everyone is in the wrong place at the wrong time. A world 
where normal is filtered out, and abnormal is enhanced. Where life is a scratched record in a million different places. There’s 
no way out and no way in. The boundaries of physics are broken and personalities are twisted. This is what Desolation Row 
means to me. The entire song is discombobulating and that is why it's so interesting to try and understand. But there isn't 
really a straightforward meaning, or shallIsay straightforward meanings, because it's subjective to you what it means. so no 
one is ever wrong unless they tell themselves they're wrong in their own mind. Bob Dylan draws the outline and you fill it in. 
There is no way to understand the first line without reading the next, because everything links magically. The song's lines 
have been moved around in such a way that it makes sense but it still puzzles my mind. Every word is the opposite of what it 
should be, but when you replace it with the antonym, nothing works anyway. Yet somehow, Dylan manages to make things fit 
with the thing next to it but with nothing else no matter how you connect it in the real world. His song is a jigsaw, where the 
pieces have been printed with the wrong picture - but when you assemble it all the colours line up. This is my interpretation of 
Desolation Row. 

 

12. We are Scientists 
 
EYFS - This week in Nursery we have been conducting an experiment with food decay. We took a ripe 
banana and peeled part of it to observe what it looked like on the inside. Then we placed the banana in a 
Tupperware container and left it out on the windowsill. Alireza predicted that over time the banana might 
melt. We can't wait to see how the banana will change over the weekend!  
 
Y1 - This week we looked at the difference in toys from the 1910s compared to the toys we have nowadays. 
Less electronics for sure! We then had to create an Edwardian toy that Jane and Michael Banks would enjoy 
but students had to think of what materials they would use and why. Would it be soft so they could cuddle it? 
Or would it be waterproof so they can play in the rain with it? 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Y2 - Our most recent scientific investigation in Y2 was to find out exactly what seeds need to grow healthily. We did this by 
way of an experiment of putting broad beans in different environments and regularly observing and recording any changes, 
then predicting what we thought the outcome would be. Group 1’s beans were placed in warm, sunny conditions and 
regularly given water, 2 were placed in a warm but dark cupboard and also given water, group 3’s beans were placed in the 
cold, dark fridge and again given water, and group 4’s were kept in the same position as 
group 1’s but without being given regular water after the initial placement. All the students 
predicted that the seeds which would grow would be group 1 as they had optimum conditions, 
and so the other groups would not grow as they were missing one of these variables. After 
weekly observations over 4 weeks, we were surprised to see that both group 1 and 2’s seeds 
had grown little shoots! Our conclusion was that seeds need water and warmth to grow 
effectively, but did not necessarily need light like we thought they did, though we did discuss 
how this is different once the seeds have developed in to young plants! We're looking forward 
to our next scientific findings! 
 
Y3 - While learning about The Sound Of Music, we have been thinking 
about the wildlife in the mountains and how that compares to the wildlife 
around our school. We have just started to think about the parts of a 
plant. Here are Sonia and Vikram in our school garden looking at the 
different plants and leaves. Sonia even found a living creature, a snail! 
We thought about how the snail would benefit from all the wonderful 
plants in our garden. We will soon be creating our 3D plants and going to 
Ravenscourt Park to see how many different flowers we can identify. We 
will be looking at the Edelweiss flower from Austria and thinking about the challenges it might face in the 
mountains! 
 
Y4 - To wrap up our amazing Summer 1 half-term, Y4s made their own “shoebox ecosystems”! 
Over the course of a few weeks, we examined the ecosystems in “Earth: One Amazing Day,” 
rainforests, the arctic, African Grasslands, and the deep ocean. Using grass and sticks, clay, and 
a variety of other materials, students worked in groups to model an ecosystem of their choosing. 
They used these materials to brilliantly depict the flora and fauna, about which they had previously 
scientifically written. The outcomes were amazing: rainforests with sloths and hummingbirds, deep 
oceans with Angler Fish and other bioluminescent creatures, African Grasslands with serval, 
zebras, and giraffes! 
 
Y5 - Racing our STEM project ships to explore our Forces Unit in Science. Here, Y5 students 
have built streamlined ships using different angles and designs to air with water and air 
resistance. After completion of our planning and building stage, we got to race them!  
 
Y6 - This half term, Y6’s science learning will be inspired by The Lion King. We began by 
learning on of the songs for the end of year production: The Circle of Life. Students explored the 
lyrics of the song which we will start to link to our science topic of ‘Living Things and Their 
Habitats’. As usual, Y6 were fully immersed in the song and started to choreograph their own dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



13. Special Reports 
 
a) PE 
Michelle Williams tells us: “This is the time when all of the skills we 
have learnt over the course of the year are really put into practice! Last 
half term we had various stations set up all over the playground 
including relays, javelins, high jump and long jump in preparation for 
our forthcoming  Sports Day event and this half term will be learning 
how to play the good, old, favourite, Rounders!!!” 
She admits “I do get extremely excited when teaching rounders and 
often end up playing in a game of Ms Williams v KS1” 
Take a look at some images of our budding athletes from last terms PE 
sessions: 
 
As Sports Day is approaching, we have reinforced the excellent progress that Y4 students have made over this term. We 
practiced our relay and long jump while timing their personal and team best scores. We also gave them a final opportunity to 
beat their previous achievements before Sports Day. This included a four-person relay race, one lap, two, and three laps, 
testing speed and stamina. It also included a class-wide long jump competition to refine their jumping skills. We’re super ready 
for some fun athletics! 
 
b) EYFS - Understanding the World & Technology 
In Nursery and Reception, we use a range of technology and educational programs to enhance our learning. For example, 
when we studied minibeasts, we used the Adobe Voice app to record ourselves describing the life cycle of a butterfly. We have 
become experts in using age appropriate computer software! The interactive whiteboard is something that we use daily in Early 
Years in order to help us with our phonics learning. The ActivInspire program on the interactive whiteboard is also used as a 
visual aid to help us engage in lessons and group discussions on the carpet.  
 
c) Art in Y3 
Y3 students have also spent a 
lot of time this week on their 
art through music piece. They 
all listened to the music from 
The Sound of Music and 
painted what they felt.  
 

 

14. SMSC  
This week alongside our exploration of 
World News the corridors have been filled 
with the sound of Abba songs! 
 
Nursery told us: We had a great time 
singing and dancing to the song 
"Dancing Queen!" by ABBA this 
week! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15.  After School Provision: 
A reminder: At Greenside we understand how difficult it can be trying to match the school timetable with that of your own. For 
many families, organising child care for the end of the school day can be tricky and very expensive. We are now into our 3rd half 
term of offering an after school provision and it is growing from strength to strength! 
 
The provision is for Greenside students only, run by Greenside staff so you know that your daughter/ son is in safe hands. 
Students start the session off with a little snack before moving onto games, art, sports and much more! 
 
Signing up is easy - just let our office know that you’re interested and they’ll set you up on School Money to pay for the days you 
need or you can pay in the office directly. Provision is £10.50 per evening with a discount if your daughter/ son already attends 
an after school club that finishes at 4.30pm. You can pay for the entire half term up front if you know you need regular days, or 
pay each week as and when you need it. We hope it helps! 

 

16. Teachers as Film-Makers! 
On the May CPD Day our Greenside Staff were given a ‘secret brief’ requiring them to make a short film, edit it with music and 
credits inspired by the theme ‘Music makes the World go Round’. How they did it, where they filmed and everything else was up 
to them! They had to return to Greenside ready to screen their film by 1.30pm. 
 
On the day the excitement and tension was palpable - Laura Gilroy and Michelle Williams were the judges and there was a 
‘healthy’ competitiveness growing amongst the 2 groups of Staff. We won’t tell you the winner of the different categories 
because you will view it too but suffice to say much Film fun and was had and new skills learnt - we were very proud of our 
Greenside staff! 
 
Group 1 - “On the CPD day we had a mission to create a music video with the basis that, “Music makes the world go round.” 
We created a 9-5 tribute to start our music video, where getting to work can go wrong. Silly Ms Allen was dropping her sheets 
everywhere on the street, Ms Morra had just missed her bus, Ms Trapp’s shoes kept falling off and Ms Webber desperately 
needed her coffee! We decided that music make our time at Greenside, and we are always so happy to go to work.  So when 
you work at Greenside it is a different start to the day. Ms Webber goes to work in cartwheels and Ms Allen sings and walks 
with a smile on her face. Staff at Greenside help and smile everyone they meet, including tube workers and builders. That’s how 
music makes our world go round! As well as having great fun we learnt lots about making videos on iplayer. A fun skill all of our 
students at Greenside will learn a lot from. Make sure to check out the video that is now online to see!” 
 
Group 2 - “Our staff film crew consisted of Mr Tilden, Mr Mahara, Ms Rundle, and Ms Buchanan. We decided that we would go 
on a trip to Paris! Buying a baguette, some cheese, and wine, we recreated a Parisian picnic in a green space next King’s 
Cross St. Pancras. It was lovely! The sky was blue, the cheese was smelly and the baguette was fresh. Our filming showed 
close-up and long shots of us enjoying our “vacation,” as we explored clothing stores that featured French-looking striped tee 
shirts and storefronts that displayed beautiful fashion from France. We took our film one step closer to Paris by showing Mr 
Tilden “board” a Eurostar train to Paris with a heartfelt goodbye to Mr Mahara. All around, it was a great CPD that offered us an 
excellent opportunity to explore our Greenside Film Factory creativity!” 

 

17. Good Chance 
Over the half term holiday I met up with Joe & Joe the Founders of Good Chance - they are doing lots of exciting projects. The 
Jungle has just closed in San Francisco and some of our KS1 students have been invited to take part in a puppet workshop 
later this month as part of a fab new project. But I was also able to share pictures with Joe and Joe and tell them about the 

 
 
 
 



amazing end of half term Greenside venture -  thank you to the WE Act specialisms who raised £62.84 from a lunchtime 
lemonade sale! What a delicious way to help others! 
 

 

18. Greenside Home Learning Challenge  
We have a special prize available for the ‘best’ Home Learning Challenge this week. 
We need posters to promote the Great Elliot Foundation Bake Off! 
Remember it’s on Friday 12th July ‘19, at Lena Gardens and the theme is ‘Summer’! 
Entries can be designed and made using any materials and either on A3 or A4 paper. 
The deadline is Thursday 18th June - happy designing! 
 

 
 

20. Dates for your Diary 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

 
Summer Term 2 ‘19   
Week 2   
Monday 10th June All Week Phonics Screening Check  
Monday 10th June All Week Y4 Multiplication Check > 28th June 
Monday 10th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 1 
Tuesday 11th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 2 
Tuesday 11th June All Day Y5 & Y6 Cricket competition (Girls) 
Tuesday 11th June AM Y2 LA Moderation 
Wednesday 12th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 3 
Wednesday 12th June All Day Y5 & Y6 Cricket competition (Boys) 
Wednesday 12th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 14th June AM Sports Day at Ravenscourt Park - Parents/ carers invited 
   
Week 3   
Wednesday 19th June All Day GGL - Griffin led Event  
Wednesday 19th June All Day Reception out - Trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
Wednesday 19th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Wednesday 19th June All Day Girl’s Football Festival - Y3 & Y4 
Thursday 20th June All Day CPD Day 1 - Greenside closed to students 
Friday 21st June All Day CPD Day 2 - Greenside closed to students 
Friday 21st June All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 4   
Monday 24th June All Day Y1 Trip to Hyde Park 
Monday 24th June All Day Ducklings arrive at Greenside! 
Monday 24th June All Day New Nursery Family Interviews - Day 1 
Tuesday 25th June All Day GGL EYFS Shared Event 
Tuesday 25th June All Day GGL - Greenside led Event  
Tuesday 25th June All Day Schools to Market - Student Trip 
Wednesday 26th June AM TEF Y1 Sports Event at Lena G 
Wednesday 26th June 3.00pm Memorial Celebration for Marwan 
Wednesday 26th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes - dedicated to Marwan 
   
Week 5   
Monday 1st July  All Week TEF End of Year Pira/ Puma Tests - Y1, Y3, Y4 and Y5 students 
Monday 1st July All Day TEF Bake-Off! Greenside Round 1 
Tuesday 2nd July All Day Y6 students going to Chiswick - Induction Day 
Tuesday 2nd July All Day New Reception Family Interviews - Day 1 

 
 
 
 



  

Wednesday 3rd July  All Day GGL - Lena G  led Event  
Wednesday 3rd July All Day New Reception Family Interviews - Day 2 
Wednesday 3rd July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 4th July All Day Non-Uniform Day for Summer Village Show 
Friday 5th July All Day Newsletter published 
Saturday 6th July All Day Greenside PSA - Summer Village Show 
   
Week 6   
Monday 8th July AM New Reception Families - Induction Session 
Wednesday 10th July All Day Schools to Market - selling at market! 
Wednesday 10th July PM Y6 Performance Dress Rehearsal 
Wednesday 10th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Wednesday 10th July 3.45pm Y6 Garden Party 
Thursday 11th July Evening Y6 Public Performance  
Friday 12th July AM TEF Bake Off! London Final at Lena G 
   
Week 7   
Monday 15th July 9.00am Reception Graduation Ceremony 
Monday 15th July 1.00pm Green-Day Music Festival 
Tuesday 16th July 9.00am Y2 Graduation Ceremony 
Wednesday 17th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 18th July 9.00am  Y6 Graduation 
Thursday 18th July 3.30pm End of Year Reports sent home 
Friday 19th July All Day Y6 Last Day at Greenside! 
Friday 19th July 3.30pm Summer Holidays begin! Happy Holidays Everyone! 
   

 
With Best Wishes for summer term 2! 
 
 
Karen 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

 
 
 
 


