
 
 

 
Issue: 13 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 3rd May  2019 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
The summer term is here, the Key Stage 2 tests are here and so are we! 
The 1st of these is easy to define - we have a very short half term (just 5 weeks) and then after the May holiday we are 
back for 7 glorious weeks of learning before the summer holiday. It is so hard to believe just how unbelievably fast this 
academic year is passing by! Please see item 4 below with some reminders about dates and I have included the 
calendar right up to the end of term so you can start booking the celebration events at the end of term in their diaries. 
 
May I remind everyone that our summer uniform at Greenside includes green school dresses and long grey shorts 
(below the knee). Students may not wear trainers on Mondays - Thursday and we ask that from next week all students 
wear appropriate black school shoes (a few trainers are ‘creeping in’ to Greenside!) 
If/ when the weather is hot then a hat and sunscreen is vital everyday please. On Fridays all students must wear the 
correct Greenside PE kit. This consists of: Greenside t-shirt or polo shirt, Greenside shorts or plain shorts (no large 
logos or football badges), plain leggings (no patterns), plain grey, black or dark blue tracksuit bottoms. We are currently 
seeing lots of football kits being worn or clothes with lots of writing or big logos on. These are not part of the agreed 
uniform. If students do not have the correct PE kit we have spare items of the correct clothing on site to loan - please 
do not be offended if your daughter/ son is asked to change. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
May I urge you, as always to check our website to read the STAR Day plans for this half term - it will give you a good 
picture of the Learning focus areas across the curriculum and give you important information to talk to your daughter/ 
son about their learning each week and ask them lots of questions. 
 
We hope you had a productive Parents Evening meeting this week and have a better understanding of the current 
strengths and areas for improvement that we are looking at with your daughter/ son. 
Data Capture 4 took place before the holidays and this gave us another indication of the areas of amazing 
improvements that so many students made this time around and helped us identify gaps to work on between now and 
the end of term. Please don’t foret reading, spellings, handwriting and multiplication table practice at home as often as 
you can manage - time reinforcing these skills at home makes a huge difference!  
If you were unable to come along on Monday or Wednesday evening please make a appointment for next week with 
your child’s Class Teacher. 
 
We’d like to take this opportunity to say the biggest ‘good luck’ to our Y6 students who will sit their Key Stage 2 tests on 
Monday 13th May - Thursday 16th May. THey have worked as hard as we could have hoped; their attitude and 
commitment has been exemplary and we are proud of every single member of the class.  
‘Good Luck Y6 from our whole Greenside Community’! 
 
Last Thursday I met with some of our families to give some feedback on the Pilot Ofsted Inspection that took place at 
Greenside last term - I have added a few notes in Item 10 below - if you have any questions after reading about the 
experience please do just ask! 
Finally the summer term will bring with it the Green-Day Festival on Monday 15th July - the day will be sunny and warm 
(!) and we will be inviting you all to join us for an afternoon of singing, dancing and food. The planning has just begun 
and it’s looking good already - do read below for more details! 
With very best wishes for the next 2 weeks 
Karen 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The Greenside Film Factory sends all our best wishes to Y6 for the next couple of weeks of Key Stage 2 Test revision. If 

parents/ carers have any questions please see Daniel Mahara or email any time of the day or night. 
Go Greenside Y6! Only 4 school days left! 

 

 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
EYFS  

The 3rd Annual Ugly Bug Ball 
 

All our Nursery and Reception parents/ carers are invited to The 3rd Annual Ugly Bug Ball on: 
Tuesday 21st May, at 2pm in the Learning Garden.  

Please join our little minibeasts for party food, dancing, singing, and lots of fun!  

 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Parents/ Carers 
 
We work hard at Greenside to make sure that we offer a varied, rich and broad curriculum for our students and I think we do 
a really good job of it! We have seen recently via our Ofsted pilot that finally there seems to be a shift away from narrow 
curriculums that purely focus on maths and English with the value of the foundation subjects coming back to the fore (it has 
never been away for us!) and holding more weight. That said, I also love a test and the reality is that our students need to 
sit exams in Y2 and Y6 and we want them to be able to perform to the best of their abilities. So at this time of the year the 
focus is very much on Y2 and Y6 with their up and coming Tests. As a Y6 teacher for many years, I would always start the 
year with the same statement and I still deliver that same statement as Head of School to these classes: 'Try your best and 
challenge yourself and if you get to the end of May and you can put your hand on your heart and say you did your best, we 
can't ask any more of you!'. Well our Y2 and Y6 students have most definitely done that this year. With only next week left, 
we are making sure our students are confident but chilled; that they take them seriously, but don't worry. Above all, we are 
looking forward to all the lovely graduations, trips, plays etc that come after all their hard work. So, if you see a Y2 or Y6 
student in the next week, wish them good luck. We are so proud of them already! 
 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. Sharing our Learning 
 
We are delighted to share with you our STAR Day ideas for the next few weeks - our Film inspiration comes from Films that 
use music in an interesting way. We hope you love the pictures too! Please remember to check our website to see the 
plans for the half term so that you can talk with your daughters & sons about the Learning Experiences they will enjoy. 
 
a) Nursery - The Bee Movie 

This half term our learning topic is all about minibeasts! We have been exploring the film The Bee Movie and learning 
more about how important their role is to our food crops through their pollination process. We are also very excited about 
our upcoming trip to the Holland Park Ecology Centre where will learn more about different types of insects including their 
characteristics and their habitats. We also particularly enjoyed learning about the life cycle of a butterfly through Eric 
Carle's story "The Very Hungry Caterpillar." Luis was able to recall that "the caterpillar comes out of the egg, it eats a 
leaf, and after that it builds a cocoon and stays inside for two weeks until it turns into a butterfly!" 

b) Reception - The Bee Movie 
Reception have ‘hit the ground running’ this term with our topic Minibeasts. Using the film Bee Movie, students have begun 
to learn about this very integral animal from the title of the film, and how important bees are for our ecosystem. We have 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



already had a honey taste testing session, seeing if we can guess the nectar collected to make it, 
and sown wildflower seeds in the Learning Garden to encourage more bees to come to our 
garden. We’re looking forward to learning about other minibeasts this term that are part of the 
ecosystem of our Learning Garden and environment, as well as adding some scientific rigour to 
our learning when we participate in a great minibeast survey of our garden. 
 
c) Y1 - Laurel and Hardy Films 
 
This half term we are looking at Laurel and Hardy films. They are such a ‘silly’ pair of men from 
the 1920’s who seem to fall over, and hit their heads all the time. Y1 have been creating their own 
Laurel and Hardy sketch. We had to focus on our adverbs as directors to help our actors/actresses 
how to move around in their particular way. We also had to make sure our timings were right, so we have looked at telling 
the time at ‘half pasts’. What time did Hardy fall off the roof into the pond?  
Laurel and Hardy are always hurting themselves and more often than not, something is hitting them on the head.  
Y1 students have also been planting seeds to turn into full grown plants. These plants may some day fall on Laurels head. 
But we need to keep them alive. We have been learning all about the different parts of a plant and what keeps them alive.  
 
d) Y2 - Amazonia  
In this short half term Y2 will be learning all about the Amazon rainforest 
through our film Amazonia. This beautiful film captures the Amazonian 
life through its cinematography, looking closely at the ecosystem and all 
it entails. There is one main character, Sai the Capuchin monkey, who 
is navigating his way through his new surroundings in the Amazon in 
the search for other monkeys to live with and he meets some 
fascinating creatures along the way. Student's learning will involve: the 
layers of the rainforest and comparing to that of a forest in the UK; 
creating fact-files on exotic plants; filming interviews with the man in the 
story of the 'Tin Forest' then writing an article on the interview; looking at rhyming structures with a view to writing a piece of 
poetry about our favourite rainforest animal; and using many different objects and animals within the rainforest to explore 
fractions in depth.  
Last week we began by creating some beautiful rainforest artwork by leaf printing and mixing paints to include an array of 
colours we might see, as well as creating the layers and wildlife. Take a look at our fantastic 
artwork display board which you can see in our class room. 
 
e) Y3 - Spiderwick! 
Welcome to the wonderful exciting world of Spiderwick! Our film is all about magical 
creatures coming to life with the Grace children, and protecting a special mystical book. We 
will be creating our own magical devices, looking at how fantasy stories are written, and 
learning about old buildings such as the Spiderwick house that has pulleys and old fashioned 
devices inside! We will learn about how we can protect wildlife, the shapes inside  the house 
and how family dynamics work. 
 
f) Y4 - Earth: One Amazing Day 
Our film in Y4 is Earth: One Amazing Day. A BBC Earth series, it takes a deep dive into the 
world’s many wondrous ecosystems, telling the stories of iguanas, servals, narwhal, giraffes, 
hummingbirds (and many more), all in one day. The film is vivid and bright with many 
spectacular shots of all the flora and fauna one could ponder. This half-term, our class is going 
to take on the perspective of many predators and prey, retelling their stories of hunting and 
escaping with their own narrative twists, and with their own pastel drawings. They will even 
narrate their own scene from the film, just like Robert Redford! We will also use our mapping 
skills and our knowledge of the Ordinance Survey to map out the delicate ecosystems of the 
African grasslands. Further, we will be exploring the sights and sounds of London in our own 
“one amazing day.” 
 

g) Y5 - Pocahontas 
This half term, Y5 will be learning through the film Pocahontas. Students will contemplate the idea of fact and fiction and 
explore moral concepts such as right and wrong. We will compare the invasion of John Smith and his crew in Pocahontas 

 
 
 
 



to that of the Anglo-saxons. We will also use the English and Native American contact to write journey 
stories, persuasive texts and contracts of agreement. In maths students will be learning about 
measurement (units, conversion, time, perimeter, area and problem solving), 2D and 3D shapes, and 
angles. Students will also use all four operations to solve problems involving whole numbers, fractions 
and decimals. For our STEM project we will design and build our own 3D Totem poles.  
 
h) Y6 - go Up! 
Y6 have entered their final term at Greenside and they are aiming high with the help of class film Up! 
We will be taking inspiration from the characters in the film - particularly Carl and Russell's 
determination to succeed regardless of the difficulties they face. Our writing will focus on creating 
detailed character descriptions of Carl and Russell and analysing how they both change during the film. Meanwhile, 
students will be covering a number of key areas including ratio and algebra. Other areas of the curriculum will be revised 
before the Y6 class complete the end of Key Stage assessments.  
A big focus will be on the student's approach to these tests while we continue to emphasise the importance of being  
World Ready! 
 
g) Film Immersion Morning 
By 9.10am on Tuesday 23rd April Y1 - Y6 and all our lovely staff were settled into the Hall ready for our Film Screening. 
This time we watched iconic clips from films with amazing music - including the end of Edward Scissorhands with the 
fairytale snow ice dance, Toy STory 3 - with Randy Newman singing to us all and the fantastic E.T flying scene which was 
truly magical and it was a picture to watch our students’ faces as the bicycles took over nad flew across the sky! 
In the class session students explored the impact of music by exploring different types of music played across the same 
piece of film and then we were 
all set to go for a term of ‘Music 
Makes the World go Round!’ 
 
 
 

 

3. Reading Pictures 
 
As you know our GGL Reading Adventure was a huge success. Across GGL our students raised an amazing £800 
and had a wonderful time reading some new and classic books at the same time. We had a filmed message from Joe and 
Joe the founders of Good Chance saying a big ‘thank you’ to everyone!  
 
To continue our great work over the Easter holiday if you 
followed us on Instagram you would have seen these 
great pictures! Please see Item 18 below to join the 
journey. 

 

 
 
 
 



4. Dates to Share 
 
Please see our calendar - Item 18  - where we have tried to include all the events and special occasions planned for this half 
term and in our next edition we will confirm everything right up to the summer holidays - there are some very busy weeks 
ahead so we want you to get the key dates into your diaries asap! 
 
a) Monday 6th May 
Monday 6th May is a Bank Holiday and so we will be closed for an extra holiday day (and home revision day for Y6 students!) 
Greenside will open again on Tuesday 7th May. 
 
b) 100% Attendance Day 
Our next 100% Attendance Day is planned for Wednesday 15th May. This is during our KS2 test week so we really hope that we will get a 
record breaking score this time round. Come on Greenside, we can do it! 
 
c) Polling Day 
Thursday 23rd May is a Polling Day for the European Elections and Greenside will be used as a polling station. We will be 
open as normal that day. Drop off and collection will take place from the main Foyer entrance in the morning and at 3.30pm. 
 
d) May CPD Day  
Friday 24th May is a CPD Day at Greenside so we will be closed to students that day. 
 
e) June CPD Days  
We have our final 2 CPD Days on Thursday 20th June and Friday 21st June - we will be closed to students on those 2 days.  
 
f) End of Term 
Please note term ends on Friday 19th July - please ensure your daughter/ son does not take any time off in that final week 
when we will hold our Green-Day festival and all of our Graduations and end of year sharing events! 
 
g) Term Dates for 2019 -2020 
A reminder of our term dates for the next academic year - please do not book any trips, holidays or events during these 
periods so that we get to spend every precious day learning with our students!  

 
GGL Holiday Dates 

2019 - 2020 
 
Autumn Term ‘19 
(Monday 2nd September 2019 - CPD Day) 
(Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – Federation CPD Day)  
(Wednesday 4th September 2019 – CPD Day)  
 
Students return Thursday 5th September 2019 
Half term Monday 21st – Friday 25th October 
Final day of term Friday 20th December 2019 
 
Spring Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st Feb  
Final day of term Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 20th April 2020 
Half term – Monday 25th - Friday 29th May 
Final Day of year - Friday 17th July 2020 
 
CPD Days x3 - Monday 2nd, Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 24th May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 18th and Friday 19th June 

 

 
 
 
 



5. Sharing Recent Events &  Invitations 
 
a) Schools to Market Trip - Chutney! 
Michelle Williams tells us: “Six of my Food & Eco group travelled to Lady Margaret’s School in 
Fulham this week to take part in the annual Chutney making Masterclass with Chef Ruth.  
 
This is a scheme that Greenside have been part of for a few years now whereby students learn 
how to make Chutney, how to manufacture their brand and later in the Summer term visit a fruit 
and vegetable farm to pick produce to make our very own Greenside Chutney which we market at 
Whole Foods in Fulham and at Greenside events.  
 
Not only is this a fantastic learning experience for our students but it also raises funds which help 
towards purchasing more plants and seeds for our glorious, growing garden which provides our 
school kitchen with fresh, home grown produce for our lunch service! 
 
Our delicious, speciality Beetroot & Rhubarb and Tomato & Onion Chutneys have had amazing feedback from our families in 
the past so please look out for our stalls at the forthcoming Summer events to experience these tasty delights! 
 
Can we please request donations of jam jars with lids over the next few weeks. These can be handed to Ms Williams. 
Thanks in advance for your support” 
 
b) Y1 - Sharing Mulan 
Just before Easter our Y1 parents/ carers were invited to Greenside for an afternoon of Chinese arts and crafts. We made 
dragon masks, learnt how to write in Mandarin and lots more. The students became the teachers, to guide and explain 
meanings behind all the activities. Y1 Students also did a wonderful performance of ‘Make a man out of you’.  

 
c) Y3 - Dodgeball Event 
Last week the Y3 Greenside Dodgeball Team set off with Ms Allen in fine spirit. She tells us: 
“Our year 3 team performed valiantly in the face of extremely stiff competition. They displayed 
outstanding sportsmanship and behaviour. They finished a creditable 4th overall in the 
competition”. Well done to the whole team! 
 
 
 
 
d) Y3 - Visit to Chiswick House 
On Monday 29th April, Y3 went to Chiswick House gardens. We explored the forest area and 
thought about how the characters would feel when they were chasing creatures through the 
woodlands and looked at where they might live. We also sketched the lake before and after 
looking through the monocle where we found many goblins and Sprites!  
 
e) Y4 - Amazing Day Visit  
Y4’s Wednesday 1st May 
trip was amazing! Inspired 
by our film, Earth: One 
Amazing Day, we toured 
around Central London 
exploring Borough Market, 
South Bank, and London’s 
beautiful skyline - truly, 
Year 4: One Amazing 
Day. Highlights include 
delicious doughnuts, 
samples of honey and jam, sea urchin, walking by Shakespeare’s Globe, and watching Mr. Tilden demonstrate some 
skateboarding skills at London’s iconic Southbank Skateboard Park. Everyone had a wonderful time and it was definitely a 
memorable trip! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
f) Y6 - STEM Visit to the Royal Albert Hall 
This Wednesday, four Y6 students attended the Royal Albert Hall & Rolls Royce's Evolution Project. Over the course of the 
Autumn Term, around 500 students from across London participated in a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and 
maths) project inspired by Cirque Du Soleil. The design brief was to design a stage with working mechanisms that could be 
used in the show. Only one group could be chosen and the team that represented Greenside included Ella, Hadrian, Hannah 
& Laith. They took their design along to present it at the Royal Albert Hall in front of other students, teachers and Rolls 
Royce engineers. Their project was praised by the engineers for its simplicity but also its highly effective mechanism. 
Needless to say, being made by Greenside students, they also highlighted how creative the decorations were too! 

 

6. We love Specialisms at Greenside! 
 
Specialisms are special and they are unique to Greenside - as our students reach the penultimate short course of the year,  
Ms Webber reminds us: 
Our Friday Specialisms programme is rolling into its fifth rotation of the year. All of our students from Y1 to Y5 get to try their 
hand at our range of short courses that combine our World Ready skills with wider curriculum based learning. These mixed 
age group courses are: robotics, music, farm to table, swimming, Elgin community sharing and We Act charity work. Our 
students really love this time on Friday mornings and have had the opportunity to learn a diverse range of new skills and we 
feel that this is a particularly wonderful part of what we do here at Greenside. 
 
Music - Our Music specialism has being going perfectly! We have broken down the dynamics of musical notation and apply 
these skills to creating our own raps. We have turned the school into Greenside Rap Factory, writing brilliant rhymes about our 
beautiful school and rapping them over Garage Band’s preset beats. All rap groups have been thoroughly impressive! 
 
Swimming - New term, new group of swimmers. Last week we had a brand new set of confident students attend their first 
swimming class. It was evident that this group enjoy being in the water and the teachers were impressed. Having been split 
into ability groups, I’m confident that we won’t have many beginner swimmers left by the end of the half term! We only have 4 
weeks of swimming remaining, so time isn’t on their side, but I’m confident they will all progress in their own way. Swimming is 
a key life skill that every child should have. For some, this specialism is the first experience of a swimming pool and for others, 
well who knows we may have the next Olympic gold medalist? 
 

 

7. Film Crews - Green-Day Music Festival 
 
The sun is out, the corridors of Greenside are full of music and 
we have begun our Event Planning for Green-Day! 
 
Crew 1  
The Summer Crew theme was always going to be exciting for 
our music loving KS1 students.  
In week 1 we researched 2 huge Music Festivals from the UK, 
Notting Hill Carnival and Glastonbury.  
Students looked at the History of these festivals along with 
styles of music, culture, settings, 
food and costumes.  The room filled with excitement and enthusiasm when the 
students were informed of our role and responsibilities  for the Summer 
Festival and BIG ideas have certainly followed through from last term!!! 
 
This week we studied different styles of music across México and the USA. 
We also looked at 2 festivals, The Day of the Dead and Cinco Da Maya, 2 key 
cultural festivals celebrated in México and parts of the USA as well as 
commencing own festival art and merchandise tasks. We completed our day with a Mexican food fiesta, where students 
participated in cooking up tasty Mexican cuisine. 
 
As if this wasn’t enough learning and excitement, we have also debated and voted for our favourite ‘The Greatest Showman’ 

 
 
 
 



track which we will be performing at The Green Day event.  
 
This promises to be a wonderful, fun filled, musical extravaganza which we hope you all share with us! 
 
Crew 2 
This term Y3 and Y4 have already got started in 
our exploration into the world of music and 
festivals with a bang!  
On our first week back we looked at the renowned 
festival of world music - WOMAD. We looked at 
the history of the festival and then each group 
took on the role of an act performing at the event 
this year. These acts then got a chance to perform as we had our very own WOMAD festival in class. This week we turned our 
attention to the music of Latin America - have a look at some of things we got up to ... 
 
Crew 3 
Our Y5 & Y6  crew has a major job for this term: we are in charge of the promotion and marketing of the Green Day Festival. 
Our whole crew gathered last week as a “marketing team” to determine what the festival’s official logo would be. After many 
entries, a few redesigns, and tweaks, the official logo was voted upon. It is a brilliant synthesis of our Greenside logo, the 
letters G and D, and musical notes, all with colours “inspired by Andy Warhol’s retro pop art,” as described by the logo’s 
designers Ella, Mahdiya, and Jessica. We look forward to exploring music, dancing, and festivals through a global lens while 
continuing our mission to promote Green Day. 

 
 
8. Student Stars at Greenside 
One of the great things about editing our Newsletter every 2 weeks is reading the nominations and recognising the 
achievements of our students each week. We have had lots of fun selecting the students below and awarding the special 
‘Greenside Screen Star of the Week’ to Lola and Andre - congratulations! 
 
Alireza and Cubir for their enthusiasm towards school and learning! (Nursery) 

Saoirse and Jose for their excellent sentence writing in Phonics (Reception) 

Maxi for his fantastic progress throughout the year. Keep it up Maxi! (Y1) 

Samuel for his beautiful manners. Good work Samuel! (Y1) 

Lola for applying some beautiful descriptions in her writing using synonyms (Y2) 
Albert for great effort in his mental Maths (Y2) 
 
Alliah and Una for their amazing fantasy writing session; full of mythical creatures and characters discovering new lands (Y3) 
 
Nada for making great improvements in her learning (Y4) 
Andre for a fantastic attitude to everything he has done (Y4) 
 
Kamron for hard work to improve your writing and producing some super work! (Y5) 
Tianna for such an enthusiastic approach to GPS; creating great sentences and applying them in your writing (Y5) 
 
Ruben for the effort he is putting in each day and recognising that he has the potential succeed (Y6) 
Aham for the positivity that he brings to the class. He is always smiling - especially on the most difficult Maths challenges (Y6) 
 

 

 
 
 
 



9. Maths - Problem Solving - Question of the Week 
 
 

 

10. Pilot Ofsted at Greenside  
 
Ofsted are looking to change their Inspection Framework in September 2019 and have been trialling this in a few schools 
across the country. Greenside was invited by Ofsted to host one of these ‘pilot inspections’. 
The focus of the Inspections in future is to explore the overall ‘quality of education’ so rather than judging schools by mainly by 
exam results a greater importance will be placed on the total experience a student gets in a school over the years and how 
interesting, relevant and well thought out/ planned the curriculum is for each year group and from Nursery to Y6. They are also 
looking more at the Personal Development of students. 
 
The Inspections last for 2 ½ days with the 1st half a day either on site or through phone calls between (in our case) The Lead 
Inspector (HMI) and the Executive Head. 
 
Greenside enjoyed 2 days of searching questions, hours of interviews and exploration of our curriculum. The 3 Inspectors 
talked to lots of students, checked many, many examples of Learning Evidence, visited all classes on each day and spoke with 
Teachers. They experienced a STAR Day and a Film Crew Day. 
They also check all the important ‘behind the scenes’ aspects of a school like safeguarding, attendance, exclusions etc. 
The Inspection was very positive for us all - we talked and explained and showed the Inspectors all aspects of our Film Factory 
philosophy and holistic, creative curriculum which they were impressed by. They were also wowed by the level, range and pitch 
of the work being done by our students. They thought our curriculum was innovative, rich and inspirational and they thought our 
students were articulate, kind and definitely World Ready!  
They commented that our Art and SMSC is something quite special for schools (this made us very proud) and, to be honest, 
there was much praise for all areas of our work. 
We were given feedback but not a report on the Inspection (because it was a pilot) and we were also able to give feedback on 
the process ready for the summer term draft Inspection Framework review. 
It will, I am sure, provoke much debate in schools across the country and demand that they reflect on the type of curriculum 
offered to motivate and inspire students and also ensure high academic standards are reached and we look forward to joining in 
such debates! 
We were incredibly proud of the ‘judgements’ made and comments we were given showing we really have a wonderful place at 
Greenside! 

 
 

11. We are Artists 
Do take a look at some of our art this half term so far! 
 
In year 3 we have been expressing ourselves in our art sessions. We have all created our own 
Sprites and Goblins from the film. Sprites keep the woodland creatures safe and the goblins 
come in all shapes and sizes in and out of the Spiderwick house. Here we have a Sprite and 
Goblin watercolour picture. We also looked at shading techniques while drawing the creatures.  

 
 
 
 



This week in Art Year 5 have been exploring the work of Claude Monet, a famous impressionist artist. We have recreated his 
water lilies and willow tree painting with inspiration from the nature around 
Grandmother Willow in Pocahontas.  
 
This is Ella, Hadrian, Hannah & Laith's STEM creation which was selected to 
represent Greenside at the Evolution Project run by Royal Albert Hall & Rolls 
Royce. The students not only considered the science, technology, engineering 
and maths elements but, as you can see, added the A for Art to their design 
making a true STEAM creation. 

 

12. A Week in the Life of…..Y4 at Greenside - by Kalea Williams 
 
Every week is a great week in Y4! This week was no exception. Here is a glimpse into what we have 
been up to so far: 
Monday - I really enjoyed kicking the week off with Board Meeting then it was onto some great film 
related writing with Lewis. 
Tuesday - Back out into the garden today with Y4 and Caroline. There is much to do out there as we 
transferred wheelbarrow loads of compost from the playground to the garden. The strawberries are 
well on their way to fruition and we got all the potatoes planted. 
Wednesday - Our class trip! Being on the South Bank was great - we loved trying all the samples at 
Borough Market but the ultimate highlight was seeing Mr Tilden take up a skateboard and show us 
his very skilled moves at the skatepark. Go sir!!! 
Thursday - Our Crew day down Mexico way for us! 
I can’t wait for Friday! 

 

13. Special Reports 
 
a) Summer in the Learning Garden 
This week in the Learning Garden, some of the Reception students worked cooperatively together to make "the 
River Thames" using some foil and blue coloured water to simulate a stream. Then they added some fish, boats, 
and people to see if they would sink or float. 
 
In Nursery, Eden dressed up as "The Queen Bee" in the Learning Garden. She asked her "worker bees" to 
collect her some flowers so that they could make honey from the nectar. 
 
b) Multiplication Tables 
Y4 Multiplication Times Table Check 
This year our Y4 students will be the first students to take the Multiplication Tables Check. The 
purpose of the MTC is to determine whether Y4 students can fluently recall their multiplication tables as well as helping schools 
to identify students who require additional support. Wel will receive the results after the 3 week period - it is set up to be similar 
to Phonics as a ‘check’ rather than a test with a pass/ fail mark. 
 
All eligible Y4 students who are registered at maintained schools, special schools or academies (including free schools) in 
England will be required to take the check. It will be taking place between the 10th - 28th June. The test will be fully digital and 
take place on screen. It will be available to use on laptops, desktops and tablets which is great for our students this is a normal 
part of their learning. The test will take less than 5 minutes and students will have 6 seconds to answer each of the 25 question. 
This will be a ‘piece of cake ‘for all our Y4 Times Table Rock Stars who have been working at answering questions really 
quickly with their favourite app!  
Remember, the curriculum suggests that by the end of Y4, students should be fluent in all times tables up to the 12 times 
tables. In the check, the 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables are more likely to be asked than the 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 or 11 multiplication 
tables.  
So have some fun at home playing some quick fire times table games to get that speed level up and prove your TT Rock Star 
status to the world! 

 

 
 
 
 



14. SMSC  
This week we have celebrating ‘spring’ and looking at festivals in Britain that commemorate this event. In Board on Monday we 
listened to the folk singer Lisa Knapp singing her songs about May. Many of our students wrote odes to spring too. 
 
Piper says: "When it's spring the butterflies and the bees go to 
the flowers to drink the nectar." 
Tristan says: "I like the beautiful flowers in the spring time 
because I get to pick them and give them to my teachers." 
 
Reception have been keeping an eye on the pond near the 
Greenside Garden this month and this week we found our first 
newts. In April last year though, the pond was still teeming with 
tadpoles. This means they have spawned much earlier than last 
year and there are far less of them, maybe due to this Spring 
being much warmer than last?  

 

15. PSA Playground Update 
 
The playground designs have been signed off and agreed we are are now waiting for the planning permission to come through 
from Hammersmith & Fulham. This is a slightly tedious but necessary part of the process and we are hoping that we will get the 
thumbs up back asap so we can still hit our target of getting everything finished in time for the students to enjoy it before the 
summer holidays. Thank you once again to all those who have supported the PSA events and of course, to the PSA 
themselves. We are getting closer! 
 
May we also remind parents/ carers to be extra aware of car emissions at drop off and pick up each day and ask that you turn 
off your car engines whilst waiting for students to come out of the playground.  
 
Finally may we politely remind you that on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays Frank needs to close the black gate 
in the playground at 3.50pm - we appreciate in the summer months it is lovely to stay in the playground a little longer but 
Frank must remain at the gate at all times when we have adults on site (for safeguarding purposes) and if he is late closing he 
cannot do his vital repairs and maintenance when we have an ‘empty’ site - thank you! 

 

16.  After School Provision: 
A reminder: At Greenside we understand how difficult it can be trying to match the school timetable with that of your own. For 
many families, organising child care for the end of the school day can be tricky and very expensive. We are now into our 3rd half 
term of offering an after school provision and it is growing from strength to strength! 
 
The provision is for Greenside students only, run by Greenside staff so you know that your daughter/ son is in safe hands. 
Students start the session off with a little snack before moving onto games, art, sports and much more! 
 
Signing up is easy - just let our office know that you’re interested and they’ll set you up on School Money to pay for the days you 
need or you can pay in the office directly. Provision is £10.50 per evening with a discount if your daughter/ son already attends 
an after school club that finishes at 4:30pm. You can pay for the entire half term up front if you know you need regular days, or 
pay each week as and when you need it. We hope it helps! 

 

17. Foyer & Corridor Displays 
As we all know ‘Music makes the World go Round!’ but do you all know the story of 
Mr Big? If not ask our students and come and see our corridor displays - they are 
quite beautiful! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 

 

18. Home Learning Challenge 
 
All we are looking for this week are pictures of our lovely students (or parents/ carers, sisters/ brothers and any other family 
members!) reading at home. We’d like our students to take the pictures if possible.  
Greenside entries should be sent to KBS by Thursday 9th May - Happy Reading! 

 
19. Dates for your Diary 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
 

Summer Term 1 ‘19   
   
Week 3   
Monday 6th May All Day Bank Holiday  
Wednesday 8th May  All Day Y5 Trip - Natural History Museum 
Wednesday 8th May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 9th May  AM Nursery Trip - Holland Park ecology Centre 
   
Week 4   
Monday 13th May All Week Data Capture 5 - Y1, Y3, Y4 and Y5 
Monday 13th May All Day Key Stage 2 - Y6 Tests - GPS Paper 
Tuesday 14th May All Day Key Stage 2 - Y6 Tests - Reading Paper 
Wednesday 15th May All Day Key Stage 2 - Y6 Tests - Maths - Arithmetic & Reasoning 1 Papers 
Wednesday 15th May PM PM - Y1 Learning in Ravenscourt park 
Wednesday 15th May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 16th May All Day Key Stage 2 - Y6 Tests - Maths - Reasoning 2 Paper 
Friday 17th May All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 5   
Monday 20th May All Day Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Monday 20th May All Day Class Photographs taken ‘Say Cheese’ 
Tuesday 21st May All Day Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Tuesday 21st May PM Y3 Tate Art Project Photograph 
Tuesday 21st May PM EYFS Ugly Bug Ball -parents/ carers invited! 
Wednesday 22nd May AM Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Wednesday 22nd May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 23rd May All Day Polling at Greenside - we are open to students! 
Thursday 23rd May AM Schools to Market Project 
Friday 24th May All Day TEF CPD Day - we are closed to students 
   
Summer Term 2 ‘19   
   
Week 1   
Monday 3rd June 8.55am Summer Term 2 begins! 

 
Wishing you all a very peaceful term ahead. 
 
 
Karen 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

 
 
 
 


