
 
 

 
Issue: 14 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 17 May  2019 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
Welcome to our May edition of our Greenside Newsletter with news of our recent successes and a chance to generally 
share in the life of our lovely school! We have just four learning days for our students next week and then our 
Teachers will enjoy a CPD Day of Film Learning before we head off for the half term break. We are working hard to fit 
in as many ‘extra’ events as possible now before the summer holidays arrive; there will be the traditional Y6 
celebrations, Graduations and Sporting events, alongside the return of The Bake Off! and our Green-Day Music 
Festival. We hope you will join us for many of these occasions. 
 
The Y6 - Tests are over! I’d like to begin today by offering my ‘congratulations’ to our Y6 students - they have 
undertaken four days of Key Stage 2 tests - marking the ‘end’ of their primary phase of education. These tests are 
important - they assess students on their Y5 and Y6 learning and help us to work alongside secondary schools to see 
how we can best make that transition as smooth as possible and to identify any further support or challenge our 
students may need in September to access or thrive in their secondary school. They mark a ‘moment in time’ but as we 
have been reinforcing with our students this week they results will not define them - they are so much more than just test 
results! But it is worth stopping to say ‘well done’ to the students and a ‘thank you’ from us all here at Greenside to their 
Teachers and families. We can’t wait to start planning all our post-test exciting learning now! 
  
GGL Update - Across GGL we are still awaiting an Ofsted Inspection at Griffin and we are also now waiting for the 
Minister to make a decision on the future of Lena G - interesting times are ahead for us all. 
We have very cool shared Events planned for next half term  
 
Our playground development is still in process - it’s still with the planning department for approval but as soon as 
we are given the ‘go ahead’ we’ll be ready to build a new and lovely area for play and enjoyment. 
 
Rain Shakers bring rain! I had such a wonderful afternoon last Thursday as Crew 1 made some incredible Rain 
Shakers. Here are Fiona, Alice, Sasha and Lujain showing off the huge shaker they designed and made. As the 
afternoon unfolded the rain came too so there was magic in the air. The girls kindly donated their instrument to our LG 
Office - our room is now even more full of colour and sound. The Y2 girls wrote a museum style name plate so do pop 
in and see it when you are in the Foyer!  
 

  
 
Before I close my letter this week may I say a huge ‘well done’ and ‘thank you to Everyone’ for making Wednesday the 
1st ever day at Greenside with 100% Attendance for every single student from Nursery to Y6!  
With very best wishes for the week ahead and half term 
Karen 
 

 
 
 



 
The Greenside Film Factory sends all our best wishes to Y2 for the week ahead and their Key Stage 1 Assessments & 

Tests. If parents/ carers have any questions please see Laura Gilroy or email any time of the day or night. 
Go Greenside Y2!  

 

 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
EYFS  

The 3rd Annual Ugly Bug Ball 
 

All our Nursery and Reception parents/ carers are invited to The 3rd Annual Ugly Bug Ball on: 
Tuesday 21st May, at 2.00pm in the Learning Garden.  

Please join our little minibeasts for party food, dancing, singing, and lots of fun!  

 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Parents/ Carers 
 
It's hard to believe that Summer term 1 is almost over! It has been such a short half term but so much amazing learning has 
taken place. It makes you realise that so much can be achieved in such a short space of time and how important it is that 
we don't miss one second of it - little attendance hint there! At a recent Heads' Conference, the statistic was raised that in 
our statutory education, we have 1 million minutes of learning from the time we start school. Putting a figure on it like this 
makes me think so much about utilising every single one of those minutes and realising how precious they are and how 
quickly they tick away. When I look at our Reception students getting close to moving into Y1 and fast forward to our Y6 
students sitting their KS2 tests this week, you see how much happen when these minutes are out to good use. So although 
this half term has been short, we've filled every minute and we will make sure that next term is jam packed too. The clock is 
ticking! 
 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. Sharing our Learning 
 
a) Nursery - The Bee Movie 

This week in the Learning Garden as part of our minibeast topic and film learning related to The Bee Movie, Eden dressed 
up as 'The Queen Bee.' She explained, "The Queen Bee lays the eggs in the hive. She looks after the babies and the 
worker bees." Then Olivia dressed up as a 'worker bee' and she said, "I'm collecting the pollen and the nectar. I have to 
bring the nectar back to the hive to make the honey!" 
 
b) Reception - The Bee Movie 
Through our film this term The Bee Movie, Reception have been using this to learn all about bees and their place in the  
eco system. In the film, and in real life, we learnt that their important role has not always been respected by humans.  
Darcy was quite concerned about this, and wrote an amazing letter. 
 
c) Y1 - Laurel and Hardy Films 
In Y1 this week we created a 5,4,3,2,1 film. Our own short Laurie and Hardy film had to include 5 lines, 4 different shots,  
3 characters, 2 accidents and 1 prop - this is always such a fun way to work. Our Y1 students had to work in teams and 
they had to be World Ready in role as directors, camera people and actors. Y1 blew me away with their fantastic clips and 
hilarious slapstick sketches! 
 
d) Y2 - Amazonia  
This term our film - Amazonia which, as everyone guessed is set in the Amazon rainforest! This week we have taken this 
setting and really studied aspects of the rainforest, such as the different layers, common species and thought about what 
we would need to survive in this habitat. In contrast, we recently compared the rainforest with the setting of the story “The 
Tin Forest” where an old man takes everyone’s rubbish and creates a forest with the materials. The students enjoyed role 
playing the old man’s character and creating their own tin forest inspired artwork using chalks and foils to really bring out 

 
 
 



the metallic features of this setting. 
 
e) Y3 - Spiderwick! 
In Y3 we have been having lots of fun! We have been learning all about the tunnel monster this week and have been 
thinking about where he lives. We have been looking at 3D shapes that make up the objects inside the tunnel and we have 
created our own shoebox tunnel scenes! We also added Jared, and Mallory into our scene and created some brilliant 
backdrops! We have been thinking about the music used in this scene and how it portrays the mysterious and exciting 
journey through the tunnel. 
 
A message from Ms Rundell: “Every week in Y3 this half term we have been focusing on learning new spellings using 
different techniques and method as part of our GPS sessions. We have been using the National Curriculum spelling list to 
help us become more familiar with the spellings they have been facing in our Spellings Bee competitions each Thursday. In 
Y3 we have taken this challenge on with enthusiasm and excitement, and so far we have already had at least 4 students 
competing in the last stage. Well done Y3! If students could review this spelling list at home this would help, possibly 
practising two/three words each evening, this would help their confidence with their Spelling Bees each week.” 
 
f) Y4 - Earth: One Amazing Day 
In Y4, our STAR Day film focus took our previous learning about the water cycle, which we saw in various moments of 
Earth: One Amazing Day and synthesized it with new states of matter: non-Newtonian fluids. Using cornflour and water, 
we created a substance that was both a solid and a liquid! It was super messy and at one moment left a literal trail of flour 
flowing out of the year 4 door, but it was extremely fascinating and was easily one of this week’s film-focused learning high 
points. 
 
g) Y5 - Pocahontas 
Our film focus this week has been analysing the difference 
between Native American and the English Settlers ways of 
living. As our half term STEM project students have been 
designing and constructing their own tribal Totem Poles. 
 
h) Y6 - We did it! 
Mr Mahara says: “Last week we focused on preparing for 
the end of KS2 assessments. We have revised key concepts to ensure that we are able to recall key knowledge and use 
the different strategies we have learnt throughout KS2. Test ready skills were also developed to ensure that the tests were 
approached with confidence – and they were! Every student should be very proud of what they have achieved and look 
forward to their final stage in their Greenside journey.” 
On behalf of our Y6 students we’d like to say a big ‘thank you’ for all the work Daniel Mahara has done with the class too! 

 

3. An Interview with Hugh Greenway 
 
So many of our students know Hugh, our CEO, very well - he can often be found sneaking into a class to share the 
learning. This week we have asked him a few questions to get to know him a little 
better! 
 
What is your favourite animal? 
I have always been very fond of penguins, particularly Rockhoppers (Editor: 
KBS….Mmmm... copying me?!) 
 
What is your favourite kind of weather? 
I really like cold, cloudless, sunny days in winter with a little frost or snow on the ground 
 
What is your favourite book? 
Too many… too hard. Anything by Hemingway particularly “A farewell to arms”; anything 
by Orwell particularly “The Road to Wigan Pier”; anything by Dostoyevsky particularly 
“Crime and punishment”, “The Master and Margarita” by Bulgakov, “Catch-22” by Heller, 
anything by Gabriel Garcia Marquez, AS Byatt, Isabel Allende. I could go on and on and on… 
(Editor: KBS….that’s a lot of recommendations!) 
 

 
 
 



What is your favourite film? 
I will go for favourites in different genres: Comedy - “Withnail & I”; Musical - “High Society”; Drama - “Wings of desire”; Noir - 
“Key Largo”; Action - “The Empire Strikes Back" 
(Editor: KBS … not bad choices Hugh!) 
 
What is your favourite song? 
Can I go for a favourite album? In which case it is David Bowie’s “Hunky Dory” 
 
If I could change one thing about the world 
I would make us all a little more aware of each other and then maybe we’d all be just a little kinder and less selfish 
(Editor: KBS...we’d all agree with that at Greenside! 
 
With many thanks to Hugh! 

 

4. Sharing Events  
 
a) The Great London TEF Bake Off! 
We are thrilled and excited in equal measures to say that GGL is organizing another Elliot Foundation Bake Off! Many of you 
will remember our amazing 1st ever event a couple of years ago when Bundi’s Peace Elephant took 1st place in our 
competition. Well it’s time to start thinking again and gathering all your ingredients! 
We will give you more details after half term but to give you a sneak preview the theme will be ‘summer’ and it looks like we 
will be facing greater competition this year as a number of London TEF Academies have already registered their interest. 
Entries will be welcome from students, staff and parents/ carers - there will also be a special class entry on the day.  
Watch this space for further details! 
 
b) 100% Attendance Day 
Wednesday saw our most recent 100% attendance day here at Greenside. This was a big week for us as it was KS2 test 
week. We managed a fabulous ...100%!!!!! This is our best result yet.  Thank you so much to all of our Greenside community 
for making this happen. 
Also this week our individual 100% Attendance prize winners went on their celebration trip to Bears Ice Cream. Our lucky 
winners - Danei, Hassan, Reuben and Maxwell, thoroughly enjoyed their special treat.  
 
c)  May CPD Day  
Friday 24th May is a CPD Day at Greenside so we will be closed to students that day. 
 
d) June CPD Days  
We have our final 2 CPD Days on Thursday 20th June and Friday 21st June - we will be closed to students on those 2 days.  
 
e) End of Term 
Please note term ends on Friday 19th July - please ensure your daughter/ son does not take any time off in that final week 
when we will hold our Green-Day festival and all of our Graduations and end of year sharing events! 
 
f) Term Dates for 2019 -2020 
A reminder of our term dates for the next academic year - please do not book any trips, holidays or events during these 
periods so that we get to spend every precious day learning with our students!  

 
GGL Holiday Dates 

2019 - 2020 
 
Autumn Term ‘19 
(Monday 2nd September 2019 - CPD Day) 
(Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – Federation CPD Day)  
(Wednesday 4th September 2019 – CPD Day)  
 
Students return Thursday 5th September 2019 
Half term Monday 21st – Friday 25th October 
Final day of term Friday 20th December 2019 
 

 
 
 



Spring Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 6th January 2020 
Half Term Monday 17th – Friday 21st Feb  
Final day of term Friday 3rd April 
 
Summer Term ‘20 
Students return Monday 20th April 2020 
Half term – Monday 25th - Friday 29th May 
Final Day of year - Friday 17th July 2020 
 
CPD Days x3 - Monday 2nd, Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th September 
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 22nd May 
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 18th and Friday 19th June 

 

5. Sharing Recent Events &  Invitations 
 
a) Nursery Trip 
On Thursday the 9th of May, Nursery put on their wellie 
boots and braved the rainy weather to visit the Ecology 
Centre inside Holland Park. When we arrived, we were 
greeted by the park ranger named Jenny who took us into 
the Ecology Centre's classroom to teach us more about the 
different types of minibeasts and their characteristics. Cubir 
noted that "insects have their bones on the outside of their 
bodies." Next, we were provided with some paintbrushes 
and Petri dishes to help us 'hunt' for the minibeasts within 
the forested area of the park. We caught a variety of different insects such as snails, slugs, 
millipedes, earthworms, and woodlice! After that, we carefully released the insects back to 
their natural habitats, and finally we enjoyed a picnic packed lunch in the park before heading 
back to Greenside. 
 
b) Y5 Trip  
Y5 had an amazing day out last week on our 
Trip to the British Museum. It’s a fascinating 
place, so close to us in distance but showing 
us such a different world and bringing new 
ideas to life. Here we explored North American 
Native history and culture at their Americas 
exhibit. 
 
 
c) Tate Picture 
Y3 have a fantastic opportunity happening on Tuesday 21st May! 
This year, schools across London are taking part in a very special learning project. This project is led by globally renowned 
artist, Steve McQueen, with the Tate gallery, Artangel and the educational Arts charity A New Direction. Every Y3 class 
across the capital has been invited to take part in one of the largest group portraits ever made and to see their class 
photograph among thousands of others in a vast exhibition at the prestigious Tate Britain in central London. Our school is 
delighted to be a part of this and is excited about seeing our Y3 class photograph becoming part of one of the most 
compelling British artworks of our time.  As part of the project, a photographer from Tate is coming to school to take a class 
photograph of our Y3 class.  
After the class photograph has been taken, it will appear as part of the free public exhibition at Tate Britain from November 
2019 until May 2020 along with thousands of other class photographs from primary schools London-wide. We will have the 
opportunity to visit the exhibition and our school will be informed of our involvement in the project. Exciting times! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
d) Class Photographs - All Classes - Say Cheese! 
Monday 20th May will be our whole class photograph day. Andy from Say Cheese will be in taking snaps of the classes 
throughout the day some make sure you're looking your best! As with individual photos, we will get some sample copies 
through and then all orders are completed via the Say Cheese website.  

 

6. We love Specialisms at Greenside! 
 
In our last Newsletter Ms Webber reminded us about why Specialisms are special and unique to Greenside. This week some 
of our students have given us some quotes about why they love them! 
 
“I want the older people at Elgin to feel happy” Louis (Y1) 
“We make Elgin people feel better and happier “ Saja (Y1) 
“I like that we talk to the Elgin people and make them happy” Maxi (Y1) 
“I think that the people there are very nice and even if some of them are not open, they show their personality and they are 
interesting” Mirelly (Y4) 
“It’s fun to talk to the Elgin people and find out about their lives in the past. It really surprised me to find out that there were no 
remote controls back in the day” Tianna (Y5) 
 
“I like music specialism because we get to use our iPads to make our own backing tracks.” Omar (Y4) 
“Now I know what some of the music symbols that I’ve seen before mean, like how long each note lasts for.” Martina (Y1) 
“I can code this moose to dance how I want. It was hard at first but now it is easy and I can make cool animals 
dance…and aliens.” Mariella (Y1) 
‘I was using Hour of Code / Dance Party. I was learning how to code different characters to dance – my code made TWENTY 
characters to do different dances. I’m looking forward to going on to the next level.’ Minnie (Y2) 
  
Thank you to all those that supported the WE Act groups bake sale last Friday afternoon. It was a huge success and our 
Rainbow themed biscuits were extremely popular ( along with our 
school grown artichokes) with everything being sold and raising over 
£50!! Our students remind us:  
“There is enough food produced to feed 10 billion people and yet 1/4 of 
the planets 7.5 billion people suffer from malnutrition and nearly 1 
billion are chronically hungry.” 
“The issue is not about quantity but rather about transporting the 
existing food supply to more people.” 
“Farm to table is about how fruit and vegetables we grow in our garden 
get in our stomachs.” 
“A plant starts from a seed that when taken care of grows both ways.” 
“The stems on our lettuce leaves grew longer and longer because they were trying to reach for the sun!” 
 

 

7. Film Crews - Green-Day Music Festival 
 
Best moment of the week! 
 
Crew 1  
Last week Y1 and Y2 travelled to the Continent of Africa 
in Crew to explore music and traditional folk tales. The 
students became authors and illustrators for the morning, 
retelling the story of BIG Rain Coming and then had a 
creative afternoon making Rain Sticks, African masks and composing a piece of 
African drumming music.  
We learnt about the Djembe and got creative in making our own music using 
buckets our hands and shakers. Students also had an opportunity to learn and  
African clock dance. 
Nico from Y1 was convinced that our Rain Sticks were the cause of the heavy 

 
 
 



downpour at the end of the school day! 
 
 
Crew 2 
This week Y3 and Y4 turned our attention to traditional African 
stories. We read the story Bringing The Rain To Kapiti Plain and 
enjoyed a whole day of learning based around this story. We 
found out about the culture and traditions of different African 
countries, created a fabulous musical soundtrack to the story and 
designed some traditional African repeated prints which we made 
using potatoes. A great day for Crew 2! 
 
Crew 3 
The vibe of Latin America and the USA was pulsating out of the 
Crew 3 class rooms last week as they hit the dance floor to 
explore music and dance from this part of the world. We started 
with James Tilden busting some moves with a Hip Hop Dance 
tutorial from the USA which had students stomping and spinning 
in all sorts of unusual positions. Then Katie Trapp brought in the 
smooth moves of salsa dancing of Latin America (originating in 
Cuba) as we were blown away by the coordination and fluidity of 
our Y5 and Y6 dancers. Finally Robin Yeats went back to the 
USA and introduced the fun and energy of the Charleston as our 
students twisted and turned their way through the morning. We 
explored where each of these dances came from in the world and 
how they reflected the culture of the country and the 
socio-historical links. Strictly Come Dancing - Watch out!  

 
 
8. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
Our student ‘Stars of the Week’ are a great bunch this week - they have been recognised and commended for some very 
cool achievements and, as always, the range of different ways in which our Greenside students have shone over the past two 
weeks is a delight to see. After a very difficult decision this time around we have selected Jah’niya and Atia as our special 
Screen Stars’ and you can see them smiling back at you from our Foyer Screen - well done to them both! 
 
Piper for her positive attitude and enthusiasm towards learning! (Nursery) 
Isaac E for embracing his new Nursery class with open arms (Nursery) 
 
Jah'niya for winning the cucumber with her wonderful behaviour in dance practice (Reception) 
Yaqub for his tremendous effort with writing (Reception) 
 
Sami for her confidence to get on stage during the dance pledge to help us all out with the moves! Well done Sami! (Y1) 
Samuel for his fantastic extensive writing piece. Well done! He has been really pushing his learning. (Y1) 

Jake for acing his arithmetic class test with full marks! (Y2) 
Taylor for recently showing a more mature attitude towards his learning (Y2) 
 
Ritaj and Deji for being extremely focused on their learning about time this week and for extra hard with their writing (Y3) 
 
Atia for her excellent work in all subjects (Y4) 
Lewis for excelling himself in all areas of his school life (Y4) 
 
Charlotte for her reflective contributions to Crew Days (Y5) 
Leon for his strong application of Maths, precision and accuracy in planning and building of his groups Totem Pole (Y5) 
 
All of Y6 for their focus, effort and enthusiasm during their KS2 tests! 

 
 
 



 

9. Maths - Problem Solving - Question of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10. Community News 
 
a) Hall Curtains  
We have managed to secure a little funding to replace the curtains in the Hall. 
If anyone can recommend a curtain maker or local company please let me know. We have checked in with a couple of 
ex-parents who were mentioned but they are no longer involved in this industry. Any help would be welcome! KBS  
 
b) Sports Day is coming! 
Following on from the brilliant sports day at Ravenscourt Park last year, we have booked the same space again to be the 
epicentre of our sporting greatness this year on Friday 14th June! Students from Nursery  to Y6 will be taking part in events 
from the obstacle course to the classic sprint and the ever-favourite egg and spoon race. Students have already started their 
training camps in PE so we can expect to see the pinnacle of sporting prowess on show. The event will start in the fenced off 
area by the bowls pitch from 10.00am and finish around 12.30pm at which point students will return to Greenside for a well 
deserved lunch. Don't forget the hotly contested parents' race - bring your trainers! There will be a section for families to sit in 
whilst we are competing.  
Please help us to make the day go smoothly by being great supporters and cheering as loudly as possible! 
 
 
c) Summer Play Scheme  

 

 
 
 



 
 

11. We are Writers 
Do take a look at some of our recent writing - we are creative, imaginative and we understand the power of language. 
 
Nursery: This week in Nursery, we have been using our phonics knowledge to write different 'Minibeast Fact Files.' Fatima drew 
a picture of a butterfly and said, "It makes a cocoon and stays inside for two weeks." Rayan drew a picture of a ladybird and 
wrote, "It is red with black spots."  
 
Reception: see Darcy’s work above. 
 
Y1: This week we watched Laurie and Hardy go into a scary 
house. Y1had to write a diary entry, in role as Laurie or Hardy, 
and explain how scared they are. We were focusing on making 
our writing interesting through ‘show not tell’. This creates a really 
strong image in our readers’ mind to paint a picture of how 
scared Laurie and Hardy were! 
 
Y2: As part of our comparison focus where we studied the story 
of ‘The Tin Forest,’ students had to brainstorm and record questions which they would ask the old man in the story to find out 
about his wonderful creation. Students were then split in to the old man character and reporters and they role-played an 
interview which they then filmed on their iPads. Whilst doing so they had to record the answers to the questions on their 
reporter’s pad to be used in a newspaper article which they would go on to write. Students really loved this task and excelled 
with their acting skills as well as getting in to character and thinking of the type of responses they might expect to hear. As an 
added task for fun, students were then able to take their ipad recording and make an I-movie of their interview session, with 
backing tracks and visual effects. All in all, a successful and enjoyable task! 
 
Y3 - This week we have been focusing on looking at different types of texts, 
particular persuasive writing. We have been persuading the tunnel monster not 
to attack the Grace children! We have been using the power of 3, rhetorical 
questions and facts and opinions to back our points up. Well done to the 
students that were brave enough to read their letter out to the tunnel monster 
and put him in his place! Do have a look at our letters. 
 
Y4: During our writing session this week, the Y4 students learned all about 
deciduous and coniferous forests, as well as rainforests. We took a closer look 
at the strange diversity in the rainforest by honing in on a day in the life of a 
Pygmy Three-toed Sloth. While thinking about how our film’s music helped 
animate the sloth’s journey from slumber to mating call, we recreated the 
scene in our own factual narrative. The Y4 students were brilliant at writing 
about the peculiarities of the sloth’s habits while still inputting proper GPS into their work. Their use of prepositions, determiners, 
and pronouns have certainly evolved with this week’s writing-focused learning! 
 
Y5: has explored how two groups of people with divergent beliefs come together and agree on mutual terms. Students have 
negotiated in groups from the English Settler and Native American perspective and have used the arguments formed to write a 
persuasive piece from one group’s perspective. 
 
Y6: Recently we have been focusing on character development using our class film text Up! Students analysed how Carl and 
Russell are developed during the film. They wrote diary entries as Carl – they began by writing from his perspective at the start 
of the film when he could have been considered a lonely and grumpy old man! Here is a paragraph from James that looks at 
Carl’s morning routine: 
  
As the Alarm of Doom awoke me, a look of dread spread across my face. I sat up, lifted my glasses with my knuckles and 
rubbed the sleep out of my bloodshot eyes. After a quick sit down, I slowly got onto my feet and quite literally broke my back. 
Stretch 1. Stretch 2. And a feeling of relief. I hobbled along the corridor with the aid of my walking stick and took a sharp left to 
the closet, putting on my daily suit. I thought about Ellie as she would always put on my bow tie and now I had to do it. I got onto 
my stairlift and after two tries, it moved gradually towards the floor. 

 

 
 
 



 

13. Special Reports 
 
a) TEFAT Annual Report to Parents 
At this point in the year our MAT (Multi-academy trust) - The Elliot Foundation produce an Annual Report to update you all on 
the achievements and work of TEF over the last year.  
Please follow the link below to read the report on our website. If you have any questions about anything in the report please 
email me or catch me in the playground (Mondays and Thursdays) 
http://www.greensideschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/TEFAT-Annual-Report-to-Parents_-Carers-2019.pdf  
 
b) Phonics 
Each morning we set for Phonics across EYFS and KS1. Groups range from learning letter sounds, to writing simple sentences, 
to writing using grammatical features. By setting students, we can ensure smaller numbers in groups, and teaching that is 
personalised for each child and their specific needs or development. In each Phonics lesson, teachers try to make the learning 
as active and interactive as possible. This helps students to remember their learning, and make the connection between their 
phonics lesson, and Literacy learning in class.  
 
c) Spellings 
Spelling is an important part of any students' learning and is also something that is currently tested nationally in Y2 and Y6.  
We teach spelling skills and strategies in class and have some very competitive Spelling Bees too. Each class also sends out 
spellings from their year group spelling lists (available on our website or with a simple Google search) every week and follows 
this up with a test of those words. This is a part of homework that can often be seen as unimportant and gets pushed to the 
bottom of the bag. In fact it is a great way to support your daughter/ son’s development by completing the 'Look, Say, Cover, 
Write, Check' sheet with them and practicing the words on the walk to school or as part of a game at the park maybe.  
When students are confident spellers, it helps them to write more fluently as they need to spend less time thinking about how to 
spell the words they want to use. There are so many fun games you can play with spellings so have a go! These words appear 
on the Y5 / Y6 list - how well would you do? 
 

Accommodate, which, receive, until, occurred, separate, government, definitely, pharaoh, publicly  
 
d) Handwriting 
All of our students are encouraged to use joined handwriting as their writing develops. Studies have shown that joined writing 
helps with fluency and it helps overcome the barrier between the brain and the hand. It is also really helpful with improving 
spelling! From Nursery and Reception students are encouraged to form their letters from the correct starting points with flicks to 
get them into good habits before they join. As students move through the school, they are taught how to join their letters and by 
Y6 they aim to do this naturally.  
We ask our parents/ carers to support your daughter/ son at home by using the Jarman scheme, practicing a little at home 
every week and  by encouraging them to join their handwriting whenever they write. 

 

14. SMSC  
As we began to prepare for our Green-Day Festival this week we started with the Battle of Waterloo - Napoleon & Wellington - 
stories of these bold and famous men led us to Europe, the Eurovision Song Contest and the 1974 winners Abba.  
In our SMSC sessions students explored social and historical references and associations with the battle and Waterloo in 
London. We have also begun to fill our corridors with our Abba Medley and look forward to singing these songs everywhere 
over the next few weeks - we hope you’ll hear them at home too! 
 
Thunks by Reception  

Question: If you had to go on journey to moon which two story characters would you choose to go with and why? 

Yousef says: "I would go with the Gruffalo and the mouse because that's my favourite story! It's so funny!" 
Aya says: "I want to bring Topsy and Tim. They are kind!" 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.greensideschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/TEFAT-Annual-Report-to-Parents_-Carers-2019.pdf


15.  After School Provision: 
A reminder: At Greenside we understand how difficult it can be trying to match the school timetable with that of your own. For 
many families, organising child care for the end of the school day can be tricky and very expensive. We are now into our 3rd half 
term of offering an after school provision and it is growing from strength to strength! 
 
The provision is for Greenside students only, run by Greenside staff so you know that your daughter/ son is in safe hands. 
Students start the session off with a little snack before moving onto games, art, sports and much more! 
 
Signing up is easy - just let our office know that you’re interested and they’ll set you up on School Money to pay for the days you 
need or you can pay in the office directly. Provision is £10.50 per evening with a discount if your daughter/ son already attends 
an after school club that finishes at 4.30pm. You can pay for the entire half term up front if you know you need regular days, or 
pay each week as and when you need it. We hope it helps! 

 

16. SEND  
 
During the recent Parents evening Meetings it was useful for our Teachers to talk to some parents/ carers about specific 
learning needs and programmes of support we can help with from dyslexia friendly learning environments to supporting 
students with emotional needs.  
If you have still have any questions or concerns about your daughter/ son’s educational progress then please check in first with 
their Class Teacher. Students with EHCs, of course, already have their plans in place and we are tracking their progress with 
our LSAs on a regular basis.  
Our SENCo support lead role is currently being done by Ms Webber and Mr Yeats with our GGL very experienced SENCos 
working alongside them: Nicolle Atkins (Griffin) and Rahat Malik (Lena Gardens).  
Between our GGL Team we have a wealth of experience so please do not hesitate to talk to anyone at Greenside if you have a 
question - however small it may appear. Our aim is to ensure we meet the needs of every individual student here at Greenside 
at all times! 

 

17. Dance Pledge - The 2019 Return! 
We are pleased to share that this year we are bringing back Dance Pledge! All of our Greenside students 
and staff are busy learning the moves for our Greenside dance performance that we will debut at the 
Music Festival - GreenDay, on 15th July. Each week our Y6 dance leaders have been working on a new 
section for us to learn and everyone from Nursery to Y6 are busy getting to grips with all the steps. It is 
already looking great and we cannot wait to show it off in July! 
 
 
 

 

18. Greenside Home Challenge Readers 
Special thanks go to Kate P and Oskar for taking and 
sending in these pictures - that capture Samual, Henry 
and Jess reading quite beautifully! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
20. Dates for your Diary 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
 

Summer Term 1 ‘19   
   
Week 5   
Monday 20th May All Day Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Monday 20th May All Day Class Photographs taken ‘Say Cheese’ 
Tuesday 21st May All Day Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Tuesday 21st May PM Y3 Tate Art Project Photograph 
Tuesday 21st May PM EYFS Ugly Bug Ball -parents/ carers invited! 
Wednesday 22nd May AM Key Stage 1 - Y2 Tests 
Wednesday 22nd May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 23rd May All Day Polling at Greenside - we are open to students! 
Friday 24th May All Day TEF CPD Day - we are closed to students 
   
Summer Term 2 ‘19   
   
Week 1   
Monday 3rd June 8.55am Summer Term 2 begins! 
Tuesday 4th June AM Schools to Market Project 
Wednesday 5th June All Day Y4 Trip - Bollywood Bonanza! 
Wednesday 5th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 7th June All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 2   
Monday 10th June All Week Phonics Screening Check  
Monday 10th June All Week Y4 Multiplication Check 
Monday 10th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 1 
Tuesday 11th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 2 
Tuesday 11th June All Day Y5 & Y6 Cricket competition (Girls) 
Wednesday 12th June All Day Y6 Residential - Day 3 
Wednesday 12th June All Day Y5 & Y6 Cricket competition (Boys) 
Wednesday 12th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 14th June AM Sports Day at Ravenscourt Park 
   
Week 3   
Wednesday 19th June All Day GGL - Griffin led Event  
Wednesday 19th June All Day Reception out - Trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
Wednesday 19th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Wednesday 19th June All Day Girl’s Football Festival - Y3 & Y4 
Thursday 20th June All Day CPD Day 1 - Greenside closed to students 
Friday 21st June All Day CPD Day 2 - Greenside closed to students 
Friday 21st June All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 4   
Monday 24th June All Day Schools to Market - Student Trip 
Monday 24th June All Day Ducklings arrive at Greenside! 
Monday 24th June All Day New Nursery Family Interviews - Day 1 
Tuesday 25th June All Day GGL EYFS Shared Event 
Tuesday 25th June All Day GGL - Greenside led Event  

 
 
 



  

Wednesday 26th June AM TEF Y1 Sports Event at Lena G 
Wednesday 26th June 3.00pm Memorial Celebration for Marwan 
Wednesday 26th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes - dedicated to Marwan 
   
Week 5   
Monday 1st July  All Week TEF End of Year Piri/ Puma Tests - Y1, Y3, Y4 and Y5 students 
Monday 1st July All Day TEF Bake-Off! Greenside Round 1 
Tuesday 2nd July All Day Y6 students going to Chiswick - Induction Day 
Tuesday 2nd July All Day New Reception Family Interviews - Day 1 
Wednesday 3rd July  All Day GGL - Lena G  led Event  
Wednesday 3rd July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 4th July All Day Non-Uniform Day for Summer Village Show 
Friday 5th July All Day Newsletter published 
Saturday 6th July All Day Greenside PSA - Summer Village Show 
   
Week 6   
Monday 8th July AM New Reception Families - Induction Session 
Wednesday 10th July All Day Schools to Market - selling at market! 
Wednesday 10th July PM Y6 Performance Dress Rehearsal 
Wednesday 10th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Wednesday 10th July 3.45pm Y6 Garden Party 
Thursday 11th July Evening Y6 Public Performance  
Friday 12th July AM TEF Bake Off! London Final at Lena G 
   
Week 7   
Monday 15th July 9.00am Reception Graduation Ceremony 
Monday 15th July 1.00pm Green-Day Music Festival 
Tuesday 16th July 9.00am Y2 Graduation Ceremony 
Wednesday 17th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 18th July 9.00am  Y6 Graduation 
Thursday 18th July 3.30pm End of Year Reports sent home 
Friday 19th July All Day Y6 Last Day at Greenside! 
Friday 19th July 3.30pm Summer Holidays begin! Happy Holidays Everyone! 
   

 
With Best Wishes for the week ahead and half term. 
 
 
Karen 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

 
 
 


