
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Y6 - Who am I? 
Who, Where, Why? 
Me and the World  

  
STAR Day Planning: Summer 1 - 2019 Y6 Class Teacher: Daniel Mahara 
 
Class Film Text: Up                                        Class Book/ Text: My Little Book of Big Questions by Britta Teckentrup  
 
 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Dreams 
Tuesday 23rd - Wednesday 24th April  
Learning Experiences: We will begin our learning by exploring our dreams for 
the future. Carl & Ellie’s dream of reaching Paradise Falls takes Carl almost his 
whole life to achieve but it happens! We will dream big as students enter their 
final term at Greenside. What are your dreams & hopes for the future? What / 
who has inspired these dreams? We will look at academic hopes as well as 
personal ones and we will discuss how these dreams might be achieved. Music 
from the film will inspire us this week. 
 
Tuesday 23rd April Summer Term Film Immersion Day 
We will gather together to share some big moments from musical cinema and 
spend the day immersing ourselves in our new genre. 
 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about Up  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. 
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the 
afternoon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Why do we dream? Do animals dream? What is your biggest dream? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
For the next two week our writing will inspired by the music of Up. During a 
montage scene of Carl & Ellie’s life together, the music is particularly poignant. 
We will explore this scene at the emotions it evokes. The music takes on a 
journey through the character’s life - from its highs to its lows. It will be used to 

Skills: 

 
Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term) 
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices 
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 

writing 
● making comparisons within and across books 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 
● understand what they read by: 

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 
and exploring the meaning of words in context 

o asking questions to improve their understanding 
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 



write a description of Carl. On the surface, he appears to be a grumpy old man 
but there is much more to him. Who is Carl? What makes him who he is? How 
do his memories begin to change him? How does he achieve his dream? 
 
GPS: Students will explore the active & passive voice and how it can affect 
writing. 
 
Reading Tree: We will introduce our class book which is called My Little Book of 
Big Questions - perfect for our students who are constantly asking Big 
Questions. The book asks questions that may not have actual answers but 
instead require its readers to contemplate and discuss. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: One of the key settings of the film is Carl & Ellie’s 
home - it is full of memories & Ellie’s dream is to relocate the house to Paradise 
Falls. We will look at the blueprint for a house like this - students will recognise, 
describe & build simple 3D shapes, including making nets. They will also 
compare & classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and 
find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons. 
 
Students will also analyse the spectacle of the balloons which lift the house to 
South America. The useful mathematical concept of ratio will be explored by 
comparing the number of certain coloured balloons to another. They will solve 
problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing values can 
be found by using integer multiplication and division facts. This learning will be 
linked with the learning on shape as students explore problems involving similar 
shapes, within Carl & Ellie’s house, where the scale factor is known or can be 
found. 
 

 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  Students will continue to develop & consolidate their 
understanding of fractions. They will find fractions of amounts, multiply & divide 
fractions and work with improper fractions. 
 

o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main ideas 

o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader 
● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read 

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously 

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through 
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes 
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views 

● use a variety of  statements, questions, exclamations and commands 
● recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12x12. 
● use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally  
● recognise factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations. 
● divide using formal written layout 
●  divide by 10, 100 and 1000 mentally. 
● solve problems involving multiplying and  dividing  
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
●  Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their   task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 

Friday 26th April 
Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: Each week, students will write mini narratives which mainly 
focus on developing setting. This week, we will begin by writing from the 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 



perspective of Carl at the start of the film. Where does Carl live? What is 
happening to his home? How does this change his character? 
  
Messy Maths: Messy Revision - for this Maths session we will be revising  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Students will learn the rules of rugby, position and tactics. 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning 

● divide using formal written layout 
●  divide by 10, 100 and 1000 mentally. 
● solve problems involving multiplying and  dividing 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills using a range of movement 
patterns. 

 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Adventure is Out There 
Monday 29th April– Wednesday 1st May 
Learning Experiences: Y6 have been on an incredible adventure which is 
about to enter its next chapter. What have they achieved so far on this 
adventure? How have you made it a successful? What have you learnt about 
yourself? In the film Up, Russell is curious, determined and fearless. We will use 
more music from the film to inspire our writing, including Seizing the Spirit of 
Adventure by Michael Giacchino which will help us to encapsulate Russell’s 
adventurous nature. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions  
How do adventures change us? How far do you have to travel for an adventure? 
What is the biggest risk you have ever taken? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will continue to write character descriptions inspired by the music from 
the film. This time, the focus will be on Russell - an entirely different personality 
to Carl. How is Russell different from Carl? We will consider his lack of 
experience / awareness which leads to his fearlessness & curiosity. How would 
you describe Russell? Does he look like a ‘typical’ explorer? He doesn’t meet 
the usual adventure hero stereotype - we will explore this and the effect it has. 
 
GPS: Punctuate direct speech correctly & embed clauses in sentences. 
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2e – making predictions 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Percentages, algebra,  
The house is controlled by the amount of air in the balloons. The lower the 
percentage of air in the balloons, the more it will descend. We will look at 
percent and part / whole problems. Students will explore them alongside other 
problems involving fractions. Can they help Russell & Carl reach Paradise Falls? 

Skills:

 
 
  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings) 
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme 
● using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]  
● retrieving and recording information/identify key details from the text. 
● reading skills also as outlined above 
● using the  present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
●  estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds and 

pence. 
● solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to two 

decimal places. 
● find the effect of dividing a one digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the digit 

values. 
● find the effect of dividing a two digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the digit 

values. 
● round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 



They will solve problems involving finding percentages of amounts and 
percentage increases & decreases of the air in Carl’s balloons.  
 
Students will extend their knowledge of algebra.The height of Carl’s house 
depends on the number of balloons attached to it. They will use a formula to 
calculate this; height of house = 6m x number of balloons x 1.25m. What is the 
height of the house if there are 2532 balloons? They will also enumerate 
possibilities of combinations of two variables. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: x ÷ by 10, 100, 1000, long multiplication & short division 

● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 

Friday 3rd May 
Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: This week’s Big Write will focus on Carl & Russell’s adventure 
through the wilderness of Venezuela. How can we build suspense through 
description of the setting? 
 
Messy Maths: Messy Revision - for this Maths session we will be revising  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will then do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner. 
2. Tactical moves to get around other players. 
3. Drill practicing pickups and drop offs. 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● can solve a range of problems involving decimals to two decimal places. 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills  using a range of movement 
patterns. 

● Use a range of attacking and defending skills in order to enhance performance in a 
game 

 

 
 
WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:   Giving the Tests Our Best 
Tuesday 7th May  – Wednesday 8th May 
Learning Experiences: We will use this week, prior to the end of KS2 
assessments, to revise and consolidate the knowledge required for the tests. 
We will think carefully about the test ready skills required to be successful while 
also continuing to develop the world ready skills that we will need.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How many balloons would it take to lift a house? Do you enjoy experiencing new 
places or the comfort of your own home? 
 

Skills: 

 



Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
We will use these sessions to develop our test ready skills before next week’s 
SATs. 
 
GPS: We will use these sessions to develop our test ready skills before next 
week’s SATs. 
 
Reading Tree:  We will use these sessions to develop our test ready skills 
before next week’s SATs. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: We will use these sessions to develop our test 
ready skills before next week’s SATs. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: In this week’s arithmetic session, we will consolidate some 
of the most important KS2 arithmetic skills. 

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 
and using other similar writing as models for their own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings 
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range 

of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although, until, even though, therefore, 
despite, due to the fact that. Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause (when, so, before, after, while, because)  

● make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.  
● other reading skills as above 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
●  tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from 

I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks 
●  estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute; record and 

compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as 
o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, afternoon, noon and midnight 

●  know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year 
and leap year 

●  compare durations of events [for example to calculate the time taken by particular 
events or tasks]. 

 

 

 
 

 
Friday 10th May 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: This week, students will write from the perspective of Charles 
Muntz. They will focus on his time in the depths of Venezuela, pursuing Kevin. 
  
Messy Maths: Messy Revision - for this Maths session we will be revising  
 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 



PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning 

● read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour clocks. 
● solve problems involving time 
● count from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months, weeks to days. 
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations. 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics routines using a range of movement 
patterns. 

 
WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook:   DC5  KS2/Y6 Test Week 
Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May 



Learning Experiences: This week students will be sitting their end of KS2 
assessments. The week will focus on each student preparing and being as test 
ready as possible. Themes from the film Up will be pertinent: students will be 
determined to succeed, focused on their goal and supportive of each other. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What strategies will help us to succeed? What is more important - talent or hard 
work? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will revise & prepare for the reading and GPS assessments. 
 
GPS: Students will revise & prepare for the reading and GPS assessments. 
 
Reading Tree: Students will revise & prepare for the reading and GPS 
assessments. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Students will revise & prepare for the reasoning 
papers. 
  
Arithmetic Focus: Students will revise & prepare for the arithmetic assessment 
paper. 

Skills: 

 
  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings 
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 

improvements 
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences 
● proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors 
● reading aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating 
● recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 
● find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it 
● find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 

produced it 
● recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases 

 

Friday 17th May 
Learning Experiences: 
 

Skills:  



Big Write: Test week. 
 
Messy Maths: Test week. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will then do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner while running. 
2. Offensive attacks/ Defensive tactics. 
3. Tactical moves to get around other players. 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 
and using other similar writing as models for their own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● solve addition and subtraction 2 step problems in context, deciding on which 

operations and methods to use and why. 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills using a range of movement 
patterns. 

 
WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  South American Celebrations 
Monday 20th May – Wednesday 22rd May 
Learning Experiences: Now the KS2 assessments are finished, students will 
continue into the finals stage of their Greenside adventure. With Ellie’s dream to 
reach Paradise Falls, Venezuela, Y6 will explore the food and traditions of the 
country. They will help to prepare some of the different foods for a South 
American feast before a celebratory party. Students will reflect on their approach 
to the KS2 SATs while we will also emphasise that regardless of these, their 
success at Greenside is so much more. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What is your favourite place on Earth & why? If you could choose one person to 
visit your dream destination, who would you choose? How far would you go to 
reach your dream destination? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will begin to review writing from their portfolios. They will select pieces 
for editing & improving. 
 
GPS: Students will review the concepts covered in the selection of writing which 
they are editing.  
 
Reading Tree: In this session, students will look at their next steps as readers. 
We will recognise that a reading test is just a part of demonstrating you are a 
good reader. What can we do next to improve?  

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and tables to 
structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab and 
grammatical structures 



 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: 
This week students will help in the preparation for a South American feast. This 
will include the practical application of many of the mathematical concepts 
covered - from number & measure, to ratio & fractions. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: We will continue to develop our recall of facts & mental 
strategies. 

● analyse own progress and identify areas of success and where further development is 
needed 

● identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in different orientations. 
● complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
● describe positions on a 2D grid as co-ordinates in the first quadrant. 
● describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right 

and up/down. 
● reflect simple symmetric figures using a vertical and horizontal line of symmetry. 
● reflect simple symmetric figures using diagonal lines of symmetry. 
● plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
● Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
● Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● Be able to use geographical terms 
● Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
● Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, to ask and 

answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
● Be able to make plans and maps in a variety of scales using symbols and keys 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


