
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Y3 - Who am I? 
Who, Where, Why? 
Me and the World  

  
STAR Day Planning: Summer 1 - 2019 Y3 Class Teacher: Joanne Rundle 
 
Class Film: The Spiderwick Chronicles                                       Class Book/ Text: Spiderwick Chronicles Field Guide 
 
 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: The Spiderwick Chronicles 
Tuesday 23rd - Wednesday 24th April  
Learning Experiences: 
Tuesday 23rd April Summer Term Film Immersion Day 
We will gather together in the morning to share some big moments from musical 
cinema and spend the day immersing ourselves in our new genre. 
 
This week we will look at our class film The Spiderwick Chronicles. We will 
learn about the magical creatures from the film and think about their size and 
personalities.  
 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about The Spiderwick Chronicles.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. 
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the 
afternoon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What makes you happy? How do the hobgoblins stay happy in the film? How tall 
do you want to grow? What is the tallest tree in the world? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week we will immerse ourselves in the world of  The Spiderwick 
Chronicles.  
We will be learning about the hobgoblin that lives in the Grace’s kitchen and 
what he has been told to warn them about. We quickly see that the hob goblin 
has a bit of a temper! We will be writing explanation texts about how to keep a 
hobgoblin happy, as we know he calms down when he is offered honey! We will 

Skills: 

 
Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term) 
● making comparisons within and across books 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 
● understand what they read by: 

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 
and exploring the meaning of words in context 

o asking questions to improve their understanding 
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to divide by 10 and 100 
●  Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● To measure and compare lengths (m/cm/mm) 
● Be able to play tuned and untuned instruments with control and rhythmical accuracy 
● To be able to compose musical pieces combining musical elements within a structure 
● Be able to identify differences between their own lives and those of people who have 



be completing this piece of writing with illustrations of when the hobgoblin is 
happy and angry for our display in the classroom.  
 
GPS: We will be learning about superlatives to describe the hobgoblin  
 
Reading Tree: We will introduce our class book, The Spiderwick Chronicles 
Field Guide. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
In the forest next to the Grace’s home, we find many different creatures. Some 
big, some small, some thin and some short. We will be measuring the creatures 
we find in preparation for all the mini beasts we will be finding on our trip. We will 
be thinking about whether we would use mm or cm to measure the creatures 
and why. If we were to measure the Sprite creatures in mm, we would need to 
measure Mulgarath in metres! 
The sprite creatures are so elegant and calm. They live in the forest and warn 
the children about danger. We will be creating a display of water colour paintings 
of the sprites, and showing their size in comparison to the other creatures. 
 
Goblins were discovered in the middle ages, and we will be thinking about how 
different our lives were compared to this time in history. We will look at the 
evolution of fairy tales, where they originated from and whether we think there is 
any truth in these tales. 
 
We will be thinking about the music at the beginning of the film and how it 
changes at the end of the film. We will think about how the music represents 
feelings, for example when the characters are fighting with the monsters and 
what instruments have been used. We will create our own musical pieces to 
accompany the film. 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  Dividing by 10 and 100 
 

lived in the past 
 

 



 
 
 
Friday 26th April 
Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: Dear Father 
Each week we will be writing letters to Father. 
This week we will be telling father all about the new house and explaining about 
what Jared found in the treasure chest. 
  
Messy Maths:  
We will complete problems around measurement. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will be focusing on learning our skills needed for Skittleball, such as passing 
and defending. We will play a group match to see how our skills are developing 
and working on our personal achievements in personal training sessions. 
We will also be reviewing our Dodgeball skills such as sharpening up our 
defending skills and playing a group match to identify areas where we can 
improve. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● to measure and compare lengths 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills using a range of movement 
patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: All about your imagination  
Monday 29th April– Wednesday 1st May 
Learning Experiences:  
This week we will be learning about fantasy writing and how authors develop 
ideas to write using the fantasy genre. We will be going on our trip this week to 
Chiswick House gardens to build hobgoblin hideaways and to sketch the 
before/after picture of the forest with all the creatures. 
 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions  
If you could create a fantasy world, what would it be? Do you like thinking about 
a fantasy world more than the real world? How are homes now different to the 
past? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Arthur Spiderwick tells the children that the only way to see the goblins, is to use 
a special round device that they hold to their eye. This week we will be writing 
our own fantasy story where characters need to use a special device in order to 
see the fairies and goblins. We will be using some similar aspects of Spiderwick 
but creating our own characters and plot. From our trip we will be thinking about 
how the creatures move around the forest, using our  5 senses in our creative 
writing and putting ourselves in the character's shoes. 
 
GPS: we will be reviewing clauses this week and how to identify them  
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2e – making predictions 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
We will be looking at the Grace’s house this week and thinking about how the 
creatures were able to sneak in without the children knowing. We will be looking 
at how Jared climbed into the pulley and pulled on the parallel ropes. We will 
also be looking at the designs on the house, which include the perpendicular 
cross on the side of the home. We will be designing the Grace’s home, fitting in 
little areas for the creatures to hide, and different types of lines for the 
decoration. As well as in the house, the creatures hide in the forest, and we will 
be looking at the parallel lines in the forest next to the character’s home.  Some 
of the windows in the house are larger than others and the characters need 
large windows to see out into the forest. We will be looking at which window in 
the house has the largest perimeter and which has the smallest.  
 

Skills:

 
 
  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme 
● using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]  
● retrieving and recording information/identify key details from the text. 
● reading skills also as outlined above 
● using the  present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
● to identify horizontal and vertical lines 
● to identify pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines 
●  to  measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes. 
● to use the formal written method to multiply a two digit number by a one digit number 
● Be able to recognise and explore ways in which sound can be made, changed and 

organised 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



 
To go with our fantasy story, we will be making our seeing device and we will 
think about what materials this device should be made out of. It’ll need to be 
light enough to throw, but sturdy enough to survive different weather conditions.  
 
We will be thinking about the music used in the film when the children are flying 
through the air compared to when they are fighting the goblins in the forest. We 
will look at the instruments being used and how the music affects what is 
happening in each scene. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Mental and written strategies for multiplication  
 
Friday 3rd May 
Learning Experiences: Dear Father 
 
 
Friday Big Write: Dear Father 
Jared will be telling father all about the strange dream he had with the magical 
creatures. He will be explaining which creatures help and which ones hurt. 
 
Messy Maths:   
We will be completing problems around shape and different types of lines. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will be focusing on learning our skills needed for Skittleball, such as passing 
and defending. We will play a group match to see how our skills are developing 
and working on our personal achievements in personal training sessions. 
 
With only a week to go until the Y3 match, we will also be thinking about how we 
can improve our throwing skills in Dodgeball. Thinking about how to stay safe 
while playing dodgeball will also be looked at, and how to show the other 
schools what respectful players we are. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● to identify horizontal and vertical lines 
● to identify pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills  using a range of movement 
patterns. 

● Use a range of attacking and defending skills in order to enhance performance in a 
game 

 

 
 
 
 

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:   The Tunnel Monster 
Tuesday 7th May  – Wednesday 8th May 
Learning Experiences:  
This week we will be focusing on the tunnel monster and the children’s journey 
to find Aunt Alice. We will be thinking about the shapes that make up objects 
and animals around us and how music makes us feel scared/happy in films. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

Skills: 



Is there anything you are scared of in the world? Which animals make you feel 
happy? Which ones are scary? How do animals show their feelings? How does 
music make you feel in films? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week we will be focusing our attention on the tunnel monster. Whenever 
any creature or human goes down into the tunnel, they do not last very long as 
the tunnel monster is out to get them! We will try and write posters warning 
everyone not to enter the tunnel. We will describe the tunnel monster and use 
persuasive features to explain to others why the monster is dangerous and how 
they can avoid that route to Aunt's house. 
 
GPS: Using commas to list reasons and features of persuasive writing 
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2d – make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence 
from the text.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
We will be using 3D shapes to create our own tunnel monster scene, we can 
use a cylinder for the tunnel and think about what 3D shapes we could use for 
our monster. We will be using our imagination to create the scariest tunnel 
monster that will try and stop the children from getting past. After creating our 
set for the tunnel monster scene, we will use our Ipads to film the scene, and will 
use modelling clay for the Grace children. We will decide if the monster lets the 
children pass in our films. We will be showing our scenes to the rest of the class 
and deciding if the monster contains enough 3D shapes to make their body. To 
accompany our scenes, we will use music to show how our characters are 
feeling while they are defeating the tunnel monster - we will look at what 
instruments we can use to make music to show fear/defeat. In the film the tunnel 
monster is around 367 years old. We will think about how many months this is, 
and how many months there are in a year. The children are excited for their 
birthdays and we will look at how many days there are until our next birthdays, 
and how much older the tunnel monster is compared to the oldest student in the 
class! 
 
The Grace children live in a victorian house and we will be looking at the 
differences between victorian homes and homes built in the 21st century. The 
dumbwaiter in the house is where Jared climbed into and found the Spiderwick 
Chronicles. We will be looking at the uses of items from the Victorian times and 
thinking about how our lives are different to what it might have been like in the 
past. 
 
This week we will review our e-safety knowledge and think about how to stay 
safe online.  

 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● To say out loud what has been written and compose a sentence orally before writing it 
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● using commas to list reasons 
● make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.  
● other reading skills as above 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● To use formal written methods to divide a two digit number by a one digit number 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● To make 3D shapes using modelling materials 
● To know the number of days in each month, year and leap year. 
● To recognise 3D shapes in different orientations and describe them 
● To use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
● Be able to play tuned and untuned instruments with control rhythmical accuracy 
● Be able to compose musical pieces combining musical elements within a structure 
● Be able to find out aspects of the past from a range of sources of information 
● Be able to describe and identify reasons for and results of historical events, situations 

and changes in the periods they have studied 
 

 

 

 
 

 



  
Arithmetic Focus: written methods for division (bus stop method) 
Friday 10th May 
Learning Experiences: Dear Father 
 
Friday Big Write:  
This week Mallory will be telling Father about the house hobgoblin and how he 
helps them with their adventure. She will be describing what makes the 
hobgoblin upset and why he is upset with Jared. 
 
Messy Maths:  
We will be solving problems linked to 3D shapes and their facts. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will be focusing on learning our skills needed for Skittleball, such as passing 
and defending. We will play a group match to see how our skills are developing 
and working on our personal achievements in personal training sessions. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● To make 3D shapes using modelling materials 
● To recognise 3D shapes in different orientations and describe them 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics routines using a range of movement 
patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook:   DC5  KS2/Y6 Test Week 
Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May 



Learning Experiences:   
This week we will be looking at the warning message Jared found before he 
opened the magical book. We will think about what it means to follow or ignore a 
warning and the different characteristics of the characters We will think about 
how much time we have left before our consequences catch up with our actions, 
and we will learn about the implications this has for wildlife around the world.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What famous poems do you know? How is a poem different to a riddle? Do you 
like trying to figure out a riddle? How much time do we have each day? How 
much more time would you like in a day? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
When Jared found The Spiderwick Chronicles Field guide, he found a riddle 
attached to the front, warning others not to open it up. We will write our own 
riddles warning the Grace children and will look at what makes a ‘good’ riddle. 
The hobgoblin who lives in the kitchen also speaks in rhyme, and we will have a 
go at speaking in rhyme and trying to communicate with each other while using 
rhyming couplets. We will look at extracts from the Spiderwick book and re write 
the conversations using rhyme.  
 
We will also review all of our writing from this term and update our portfolios.  
 
GPS:  rhyming couplets and sounds within our Y3 spelling word list 
 
Reading Tree: DC5 related work 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: 
The children are left on their own a lot as their mother has started a new job and 
has to get into work early in the morning. We will be looking at how much time 
the children have and whether they have enough time to visit their Great Aunt in 
the nursing home and be back in time to have their dinner with their mother. We 
will also look at how much time is taken to destroy each monster, which one 
takes the shortest amount to time compared to Mulgarath who keeps changing 
states. We will be learning about how to calculate periods of time. 
 
We will create ‘Top Trump’ cards comparing the different monsters and think 
about the materials we should use to make good quality playing cards. As well 
as time taken for the defeat, we will also compare height and weight, as well as 
special powers, for example super strength or shape shifting. We will find out 
where in the world these creatures originate from and think about what 
characteristics they may have based on where they come from. Our cards will 
display the locations from where the creatures are from. 
Spiderwick Chronicles is mainly set in the family home or in the forest. We will 
be learning about where in the world the largest forests are, and also comparing 
them to the smallest forest in the world, in Alaska (Adak forest). We will think 

Skills: 

 
  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings 

and sub-headings 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
● proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors 
● reading aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, riddles 
● Be able to use geographical terms 
● Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
● write using conjunction and  adverbs 
● to tell the time and write the time on an analogue clock 
● to tell and write the time on a 12 hour and 24 hour clock 
● to compare measurements (m/mm/cm) 
● to measure and compare mass (kg/g) 

 

 



about why animals are able to hide so easily in a forest and how this makes it a 
great backdrop for the film.  
 
 
  
Arithmetic Focus: DC5 

 

Friday 17th May 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Big Write: Dear Father 
This week Jared will be explaining to Father about the dangers of going into the 
forest alone and how the Monacle helps them see into the unknown. 
 
Messy Maths:  
We will be solving word problems linked to time and timed events. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will be focusing on learning our skills needed for Skittleball, such as passing 
and defending. We will play a group match to see how our skills are developing 
and working on our personal achievements in personal training sessions. 

Skills:  
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● organising paragraphs around a theme 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 

achieve their personal best. Perform gymnastics skills using a range of movement 
patterns. 

● to tell the time and write the time on an analogue clock 
● to tell and write the time on a 12 hour and 24 hour clock 

 
WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  Agony Aunt 
Monday 20th May – Wednesday 22rd May 
Learning Experiences: 
This week we will think about the emotional issues some of the characters have, 
for example the hobgoblin and Jared waiting for his dad. We will become ‘agony 
aunts’ and give advice to our characters. We will also compare the different 
creatures in the film and look at their physical attributes. Byron takes the 
children on an important journey and we will look at where in the world this could 
have been. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Do you like giving advice? What was the best piece of advice you have ever 
been given? Who do you go to when you need help? Which characters in the 
film help when there is danger? What magical creatures do you think would be 
the largest or the smallest? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week we will be thinking about the problems Jared has when he is growing 
up in the new home without his dad. We will be thinking about different 
perspectives and how we can empathise with characters. Sometimes people go 
to others for advice when they are unsure what to do and this week we will 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 



become ‘agony aunts’ for the Grace children. We will advise them about what 
we think they should do with the precious book and also help Jared feel better 
about his dad not being in the house with him. We will look at other types of 
discussion texts and compare the features. We will write an explanation piece to 
Jared explaining what he should do. 
 
 
GPS: We will review our results from DC5 and set targets for ourselves for 
moving forward.  
 
Reading Tree: In this session we will review our results from DC5, creating 
perfect answers, identifying where points have been dropped and the types of 
questions that students are finding challenging.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: 
We will review our results from DC5 and look at what gaps we have in our Maths 
knowledge.  
 
We will be putting our data comparisons from the Top Trumps in week 4 into a 
graph to show the comparisons of size/height of the monsters. We will be 
creating images and displaying  pictograms of the monsters’ data and thinking 
about using vocabulary such as ‘more or ‘less’ than when making comparisons.  
Some of the monsters have more skills compared to the Sprites for example and 
we will be looking at how many more or less skills these creatures have. We will 
be completing 2 step problems this week and looking at how we can find the 
total height of all the monsters all together and how tall this would be in the real 
world.  
 
The Spiderwick Estate contains many buildings and woodlands. As the Grace 
children have moved to a new place, we will be creating a 3D map using our art 
skills  to help them navigate, and this will be especially helpful when they are 
finding the different creatures, good and bad that will help them in their journey. 
We will use different symbols to represent the places where the creatures live, 
and will think about what makes a useful map.  
 
The Grace children take a ride over mountains and rivers on Byron, the flying 
griffin. We will look on the world map where these mountains and rivers might 
have been, and track the journey they took to get to Arthur Spiderwick. We will 
use geographical terminology and think about the different types of rocks they 
are flying over. We will look at environmental features of these places and what 
animals live there. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: adding and subtracting fractions 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and tables to 
structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab and 
grammatical structures 

● analyse own progress and identify areas of success and where further development is 
needed 

● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
● Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
● Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● Be able to use geographical terms 
● Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
● Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, to ask and 

answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
● Be able to make plans and maps in a variety of scales using symbols and keys 
● To interpret and represent data using pictograms 
● To answer 1 and 2 step questions using information presented in pictograms 
● To solve problems that involve adding and subtracting fractions 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


