
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Y2 - Who am I? 
Who, Where, Why? 
Me and the World  

  
STAR Day Planning: Summer 1 - 2019 Y2 Class Teacher: Laura Gilroy 
 
Class Film Text:  Amazonia                                        Class Book/ Text: The Tin Forest 
 
 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Welcome to the Jungle! 
Tuesday 23rd - Wednesday 24th April  
Learning Experiences: 
 
Tuesday 23rd April Summer Term Film Immersion Day 
We will gather together to share some big moments from musical cinema and 
spend the day immersing ourselves in our new genre. 
 
Our class film this term is Amazonia, a story of one monkey’s adventures 
through the amazonian rainforest. Our film has a strong focus on the 
cinematography to showcase this wonderful part of the world, as well as the 
music used to support the story. We will spend our week discussing and looking 
at the Amazon rainforest and the vast array of diversity which can be found 
within it. We will also work together to create our very own rainforest in our 
classroom and listen carefully for new sounds which we are likely to hear.  
 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about Amazonia 
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. 
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the 
afternoon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions: Why is the amazon 
rainforest so important? What differences are there between the species living in 
the rainforest versus species living in the UK? How would you navigate a trip 
through the Amazon?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 

Skills: 

 
- Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 
- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes 
- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students 
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
- read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 
- Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 



This week we will immerse ourselves in the world of Amazonia. We will write a 
description of wonderful sights that can be seen when travelling through the 
rainforest and the sounds which are heard in this unfamiliar part of the world. 
Alongside this we will complete some beautiful rainforest artwork for our class 
displays which will showcase a chosen section of our descriptions. The artwork 
will be linked to our study of Henri Rousseau’s creations and will also 
incorporate elements of our mathematical learning this week utilising knowledge 
of fractions and shape. 
 
GPS: asking questions, writing statements, exclamations and commands about 
our first impressions of the film. Using appropriate synonyms to upscale our 
descriptions. 
 
Reading Tree: This week in our reading tree session students will complete a 
10-minute comprehension task to work on developing pace in answering 
questions using scanning and skimming techniques. We will then go through the 
text and answers together and discuss any common misconceptions. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Students’ focus this term will be in understanding 
and applying knowledge of fractions. As there is such a vast landscape in the 
Amazon rainforest, students will have to tackle exploring sections at a time. We 
will begin by looking looking initially at recognising and finding halves, quarters 
and thirds of lengths, shapes, sets of objects and then quantities all found in the 
rainforest. Students will find and cut fractions of different shapes and use them 
to design and create a portrait of Sai, the main character from our film, or a 
section of the rainforest they wish to portray. The artwork will be inspired by that 
of Henri Rousseau, who we will study his numerous rainforest themed works. 
 
Arithmetic Focus:  STEM groups this term will largely be emphasising our 
reasoning skills; understanding which operation is needed to be able to 
accurately solve a problem and using the most efficient methods for these 
calculations. We will use previous test papers to ensure a wide array of question 
types. 
 

 
 

- Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 
- expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 
- the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive 
form 
- subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, 
and, or but)  
 
- Recognise, find, name and write fractions  1/3 ,  1/4 ,  2/4 and  3/4 of a length, shape, set 
of objects or quantity 
- Write simple fractions, for example  1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of  2/4 
and  ½ 
 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space 
 

Friday 26th April 



Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: Students will focus on the first section of our film and write a 
recount of the journey had by Sai, the main character, as he travels and lands in 
the rainforest. The recount will include writing chronologically as well as 
identifying where we could use synonyms to enhance our descriptions. 
  
Messy Maths: Solving problems using unit - fractions. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Obstacle Races. Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. This week they will focus on the 
different stages of the obstacle course: skipping, running, low hurdles 
etc.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using the correct tense when writing 
 
- Recognise, find, name and write fractions  1/3 ,  1/4 ,  2/4 and  3/4 of a length, shape, set 
of objects or quantity 
- Write simple fractions, for example  1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of  2/4 
and  1/2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Green is all around us. 
Monday 29th April– Wednesday 1st May 
Learning Experiences:  
This week students will become rainforest explorers, we will study and report on 
the varying types of plants found and look at how they have adapted to thrive in 
this climate by comparing to plants commonly found living in the UK. From this 
students will create fact files to report their findings accompanied by illustrations.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions: How do different plant and 
animal species survive in such a harsh climate? What would humans need to do 
to survive in the rainforest? Why is it so important to protect the rainforests? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will be reporting on the biodiversity in the rainforest by creating an 
information booklet of their findings. They will be required to use scientific 

Skills:

 
- Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 
- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes 



language in their writing, supported by illustrations. They will ensure the layout 
of their booklet is accurate and includes the relevant features such as; contents, 
index, glossary. This booklet will require pre-studying and each section will be 
drafted before being put together in to a professional style information booklet 
which will be shared in our class displays. 
 
GPS: Comparing past and present tense and applying to writing, as well as 
writing in third person.  
 
Reading Tree: Students will look at a new text this week and will be required to 
put together their own comprehension questions to test their peers. They will be 
challenged to include different types of question including; true or false, multiple 
choice, fact retrieval, sequencing and inference to help them understand the 
different types of questions they might face in their end of year examinations.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Following on from last weeks’ focus on fractions 
of objects, this week we will be expanding on to looking at fractions of given 
numbers. Students will still be able to use a visual representation but will be 
encouraged to apply the same skills mentally or via a written method. Through 
this students will also be exposed to identifying non-unit fractions and observe 
equivalence of ½ and 2/4 using the layout of trees in the rainforest to enforce the 
concept.  
 
Arithmetic Focus: Using inverse to check calculations in addition/subtraction 
and multiplication/division. 
 

 
 

- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students 
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
- read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 
- Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 
- Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 
- expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 
- the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive 
form 
- subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, 
and, or but)  
 
- Recognise, find, name and write fractions  1/3 ,  1/4 ,  2/4 and  3/4 of a length, shape, set 
of objects or quantity 
- Write simple fractions, for example  1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of  2/4 
and  ½ 
 
  

Friday 3rd May 
Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: This week students will imagine they are Sai and they have 
spent their first day in the rainforest. They will write a diary entry sharing the 
amazing things they have found out about this spectacular place focusing on 
using the correct tense. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  



 
Messy Maths:  Solving problems involving non-unit fractions. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Long jump: Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. The focus will be on using their 
speed to increase the length of their jump; using their arms to swing 
through for extra distance and landing ensuring they fall forwards.  

-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using the correct tense when writing 
 
- Recognise, find, name and write fractions  1/3 ,  1/4 ,  2/4 and  3/4 of a length, shape, set 
of objects or quantity 
- Write simple fractions, for example  1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of  2/4 
and  1/2 

 
 
 
 

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:   Tin Forest 
Tuesday 7th May  – Wednesday 8th May 
Learning Experiences:  
Students will consider the story of The Tin Forest and compare this landscape 
with that of a real forest. They will become reporters whose job it is to question 
the old man from the story about why he made a tin forest. They will film these 
interviews with their ipads and go on to write a newspaper article about their 
findings.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions: What sounds can you hear 
in the tin forest? and how do these compare to the sounds of a rainforest? What 
is the moral of the story ‘The Tin Forest’? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will look at the features of a newspaper article and, following on from 
their interviews with the old man, will create their own article all about the Tin 
Forest, using captions, headlines and pictures. They will also create a 
soundscape of the Tin Forest and use an array of adjectives to describe the 
sounds which can also be used in their newspaper article to help create a 
realistic mental image.  
 
GPS: Using quotes within a text; remembering to use inverted commas and 
correct punctuation. 
 
Reading Tree:  In our Reading Tree session this week students will be given a 
completed comprehension paper where there are some deliberate and common 
mistakes which they must identify and correct. This activity will reinforce the 
importance of reading questions carefully to be able to answer the question 
correctly and will help to identify irrelevant information.  
 

Skills: 

 
- Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 
- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes 
- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students 
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
- read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 
- Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 



Maths in the Movies / STEM: Students will move on to the unit of time this 
week. Sai has been navigating his new surroundings in the rainforest for a while 
before finding his fellow capuchin troop. Each new finding before that happens 
at a certain time of day and so the students will be required to recap telling the 
time to o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past. They will then be 
introduced to telling the time to 5 minutes. They will need to recognise and show 
their understanding by completing the hands on empty clocks. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Our STEM group focus this week will be on using mental 
strategies for the four operations. 
 

 

- Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 
- expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 
- the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive 
form 
- subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, 
and, or but)  
 
- Compare and sequence intervals of time 
-Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the 
hands on a clock face to show these times 
-Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 
 

 

 
 

 

Friday 10th May 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Students will write a setting description of the Tin Forest 
utilising descriptive language and their five senses to be able to create the 
atmosphere accurately. 
  
Messy Maths: Solving problems relating to time. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● High jump. Students will be working towards beating their personal 
bests for each of the athletic sports. Students will focus on the scissor 
kick jump. They will keep their head high, approach the bar from the 
side, using high knees and high feet to bring their legs over the bar 
avoiding the roll over.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using the correct tense when writing 
 
- Compare and sequence intervals of time 
-Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the 
hands on a clock face to show these times 
-Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook:   DC5  KS2/Y6 Test Week 
Monday 13th May – Thursday 16th May 
Learning Experiences: As we approach our statutory assessments we will 
spend much of this week revising previously taught concepts and addressing 
any misconceptions which still exist. As well as this we will be creating our own 
miniature rainforest in a jar to think about the different layers of the ecosystem 
and how they work together. We will also study our own local environment by 
getting outdoors and carrying out some fascinating fieldwork.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions: What similarities and 
differences are there between our local environment and that of the Amazon? 
How should we treat our environment? What changes do we need to make to 
protect the rainforest for the future?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
One aspect of the rainforest which always fascinates us is the huge diversity in 
animal species which we can learn about. Each species has different qualities 
which we will observe and record with a view to creating a colourful piece of 
poetry to highlight the beauty of these many different creatures. Within this piece 
of writing we will incorporate a set rhyming structure and use suffixes to form our 
nouns, adjectives and adverbs. 
 
We will also review all of our writing from this term and update our portfolios.  
 
GPS:  Applying suffixes and revising previous GPS learning. 
 
Reading Tree: In our final reading tree session of the term we will complete a 
comprehension past paper as a mock test applying the skills learned throughout 
the term and then go through answers together to help refine our understanding 
of the ‘perfect’ answer.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Students will continue looking at time this week 
identifying and comparing durations of time it has taken Sai to move through 
each part of the rainforest and using knowledge of minutes in an hour and hours 
in a day to be able to work out the totals. We will also be revising our arithmetic 
and reasoning skills in preparation for our assessments.  
 
The Amazon is an area which seems unending in what you can discover. It’s a 
diverse ecosystem which we will try to emulate in a jar, following the typical 
structure of of the forest. This will enable us to study each individual layer one at 
a time and find out how it contributes to maintaining the environment. We will 

Skills: 

 
- Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 
- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes 
- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students 
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
- read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 
- Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 
- Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 
- expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 
- the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive 
form 
- subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, 
and, or but)  
 
- Compare and sequence intervals of time 
-Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the 
hands on a clock face to show these times 
-Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 
 



also study our local environment and compare and contrast the two to identify 
similarities and differences.  
 
Arithmetic Focus: We will revise all arithmetic skills through completing a mock 
test style paper and discussing answers and methods used. 
 

 

-Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 

Friday 17th May 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Big Write: Students will create a new setting description, this time of the 
Amazon rainforest and utilising their new knowledge of the different layers of the 
forest to add technical language.  
 
Messy Maths: Solving problems involving time.  
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Throughout the term students will be mastering athletic skills through a rotation 
of activities including: 

● Running and relay races. Students will be working towards beating their 
personal bests for each of the athletic sports. Students will focus on 
keeping their head high, looking straight ahead, staying in their lane, 
pumping their hands and arms and on ‘dipping’ to win on the line! We 
will also look at how to hand over the relay baton smoothly.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using the correct tense when writing 
 
- Compare and sequence intervals of time 
-Tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the 
hands on a clock face to show these times 
-Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 

 
WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  KS1 End of Year Assessments + Sounds of the Rainforest Ground 
Monday 20th May – Wednesday 22rd May 



Learning Experiences: 
In this final week students will be completing their statutory assessments in 
English and Maths. Alongside this they will also experiment with creating the 
sounds of the rainforest using tuned and untuned percussion instruments and 
developing our use of rhythm and pitch. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What sounds could we use to create an image? Can you hear music in silence? 
what will happen to the sounds of the rainforest through deforestation?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
We will use our knowledge of nouns found in the rainforest to experiment in a 
drama activity called 10 second objects where the students will be required, in 
groups, to create a given object using only their bodies and in 10 seconds. This 
activity not only develops quick thinking vocabulary recognition, but also 
team-work skills, physical awareness, drama and time management. This will 
lead us to complete a whole-class freeze frame of a rainforest scene which will 
be photographed and students will write a short recount of the activity and the 
skills they have used. 
 
GPS: Final revision and end of year assessments. 
 
Reading Tree: Final revision and end of year assessments. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Students will mainly be focusing on their 
arithmetic and reasoning assessments this week however we will take some 
time to practise our mental times tables through getting outside and participating 
in some fun move and learn activities such as multiplication hopscotch and 
numberfact basketball. This will engage our brains, develop our working 
memory, get our heart rate pumping and have fun all at the same time!  
 
Arithmetic Focus: Final revision and end of year assessments. 
 

 

Skills:

 
- Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 
- writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 
- writing about real events 
- writing poetry 
- writing for different purposes 
- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 
- planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 
- writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 
encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 
- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students 
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 
- read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear. 
- Learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including full stops, 
capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 
contracted forms and the possessive (singular) 
- Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 
- expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 
- the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive 
form 
- subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and coordination (using or, 
and, or but)  
 
-recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 

including recognising odd and even numbers  
-calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the multiplication 

tables and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals (=) signs  
- show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and 

division of one number by another cannot  
-solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, including problems in 
contexts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


