
 
 

 
Issue: 10 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 8th  March 2019 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
A very good morning from us all at Greenside - at our Board Meeting this week we started with the sentence ‘what a 
week!’ and it really has been an exceptionally busy and crazy start to the half term. 
Last Wednesday evening we performed in the Greenside Theatre of BIg Ideas and what a wonderful occasion that 
was. By Sunday at midnight we knew that for the 1st time in many years we would have to make the call to close 
Greenside to students. A flood in the boiler room, no heating and no water meant no students on site and so we had 
our staff meeting together and lots of time to talk and plan - despite it being somewhat cold! We do apologize for the 
inconvenience of closing for the day but hope you realise this was completely out of our control. 
 
As this is a new half term and we have changed our Film and Book Texts within STAR Days please do take a look at 
our website where you will find the week by week overview plans for each year group helping you to know what your 
daughter/ son is learning at Greenside. Do remember the National Curriculum key stage spellings are published on our 
website too - where all the expected age related vocabulary exists!  
We have some fun and challenging texts ahead and it’s only a 6 week half term - we’ll be travelling back to Chaucer’s 
England in Y4 and to China in Y1. 
 
May I make another reminder about the arrival arrangements each morning at GReenside. Our main (only!) corridor is 
small and for safeguarding purposes we cannot allow adults to travel up or down once our students are on site. 
Parents/ carers who drop off their daughters/ sons at the back of Y1 and Y2 classes must leave the site via the black 
gate in the playground. As always many thanks for your support. 
 
At the start of the spring term I mentioned in a Newsletter that we had been invited/ asked to take part in a full 2 day 
Ofsted Inspection to help Ofsted pilot their new Framework. Well….the Inspection took place on Wednesday & 
Thursday this week with preparation calls on Tuesday afternoon. We do not get a written report and neither can a 
judgement be published but I will report back to you in our next Newsletter the feedback comments we received; suffice 
to say at this point that we were given the most positive affirmation for our work and they absolutely loved our students, 
staff and everything that is Greenside! They were most impressed by our Film Model and the outcomes. I look forward 
to sharing more information with you. 
 
As you can see a performance, a flood, World Book Day, International Women’s day and a 2 day Ofsted Inspection 
really did add up to ‘What a Week!’ 
 
We didn’t finish our Inspection Feedback until nearly 6.00pm last night - we have still written our Newsletter but we may 
be rather shorter in some of our items this week! 
 
With very best wishes 
Karen 
 

GREENSIDE Reading Adventure  
 

Look out for information from the Head Girl and Boy… coming soon….. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Families, 
Working at Greenside is always a privilege because our partnership between parents/ carers All of the adults at Greenside 
work so hard every single day to give every child the best experience we can and to be the best they can. It's not easy and 
we're not perfect but the passion, relentless commitment and positivity to get it right and keep improving shines through 
everyday and makes me incredibly proud. Greenside is all about the wonderful children and to support that we have 
wonderful staff. Thank you.  
Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. Sharing our Learning 
 
a) Nursery  
Nursery is really enjoying learning through our new theme "Space" and our film Wall-E. The students have already learned a 
lot of facts and information about our solar system. Robert was able to explain that, "The Earth orbits around the sun and the 
moon orbits around the Earth!" Then Cubir noted that "Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system." We have especially 
enjoyed singing along to the StoryBots planet rap on YouTube. This week we created some Wall-E inspired robots using a 
variety of materials as well as a mixture of 2D and 3D shapes. Next week we will begin our 'moon journal' so that we can 
keep track and observe the different phases of the moon. 
 
b) Reception 
Reception are also being inspired by Wall-E this half term as they explore space and the solar system. 
Our film links perfectly all the work we did last half term about the environment - now we have travelled to space and it’s 
becoming even more clear why we have to save the world! 
 
c) Y1 
This half term in Y1 we are looking at Mulan. We have lots of fun Learning Experiences planned to challenge and enjoy. 
This week we were working on adjectives and how they make our sentences super interesting. What did the spring rolls 
taste like? Some students would describe them as ‘disgusting’, some would describe them as 
‘scrumptious’.  
We, not only, learnt lots of new words but also tasted lots of 
Chinese food. 
 
d) Y2  
STAR Days – This half term Y2 will be learning about all things 
musical via Walt Disney's classical work of art Fantasia.  
This film will be a real challenge for students as, unlike our 
other films until now, it has no specific story line running 
through it and very little dialogue; it is a selection of classical 
music pieces accompanied by visual effects/animations which 
Disney came up with whilst listening to the music. The pieces each have their own history in terms of what inspired the 
composers to write them and so this opens up lots of opportunities for our learning. Some of the highlights include work 
which Y2 completed yesterday where our whole day was hooked on one piece of music which we listened to at the 
beginning of the day. The students created their own artwork based on the imagery the music created in their minds which 
then led on to writing a free verse poem to further describe that imagery. Later, students found out that the music was based 
on the planet Mars. Our maths learning for the day was then looking at coordinates where students had to plot each of the 
planets in the correct places in the solar system and use directional language to write routes and positions for their peers to 
follow. Lastly, the day ended with some music performance where we took inspiration from the music to produce our own 
mini performance of Mars using complicated rhythms and percussion instruments. All that in one day!  
Things to look forward to include making clay models of one of the film characters and selling them in our class shop where 
students will handle and exchange money, review and discuss aspects of the development of dance and write a set of 
programme notes for a routine choreographed by the students, use the layout of a symphony 
orchestra to explore fractions and equivalence and creating a newspaper article to critically review the 
film alongside a recorded voice-over of our favourite segments. So many things to look forward to! 

 
e) Y3  
This half term we are learning through our new film The Immigrant starring and produced by Charlie 
Chaplin. We will be learning about humans and animals that Charlie meets on the ship and thinking 
about how he feels moving to another country. We will be continuing our learning on money and 

 



thinking about how much it would cost a family to eat on board the ship, or whether it would be cheaper to make their own 
food. We will be looking at how silent films are filmed and producing our own silent films on board the ship. As well as life on 
the ship, we will be exploring sea levels and thinking about how the weather helps the passengers or makes them feel more 
seasick! 
 
f) Y4 
This half term Y4 will be  immersed in the fantastical world of Medieval Europe. We are looking at what daily life was like, 
how Knights lived and what it was like to be part of a jousting tournament - our film is…..The Knight’s Tale! 
 
g) Y5 
n Y5 this half term we will be focusing on the film, The Life of Pi. Students will engage in an array of topics under Science, 
Maths, Geography, Music and Art. In science we will focus on our forces unit where we will explore balanced and 
unbalanced forces, water resistance, air resistance and streamlined shapes that will help support our stem project this term 
to create  a new version of Pi’s lifeboat. We will also more briefly explore our animal and plant Science unit.  
Y5’s Maths focus will be on Pi, a decimal that represents the ratio of a circle's circumference in relation to its diameter. This 
will give us the opportunity to explore decimals, fractions and percentages. Our lifeboat STEM projects will also allow for 
some gap coverage in topics such as angles, perimeter and area. In terms of Geography and History, students will be 
looking at the path Pi took from India to land on the West Coast of Mexico. Students will work very closely with maps and 
think about the physical and human geography of this region. We will explore land and natural characteristics of the Amazon 
and the history of the Mayan people. In English students will use the rich scenery to work on our descriptive narrative 
writing. Students will also engage in some art, music and dance lessons that will be inspired by Indian culture.  
 
h) Y6  
This half term, Y6 are wondering whether All Is Lost or do we have what it takes to succeed? Our class film, All Is Lost, 
explores the character’s courage, determination and hope. With only actor and very few words spoken in the entire film, it 
required patience and concentration. By the end, however, Y6 were completely gripped by the final event. Over the course 
of the next few weeks, students will be taking on the role of the protagonist. The maths will link with each dilemma he faces: 
understanding measure and the weight and capacity of certain objects; converting between miles and kilometres as he 
maps his way across the Indian Ocean; and as the storm approaches, using data handling to interpret information about the 
weather. Students will write adventure narratives, developing characters and advancing action using dialogue. They will also 
create ‘Survival at Sea’ instructional videos – Ray Mears style – to inspire their writing. All in all, Y6 will be inspired by the 
character’s persistence to never lose hope as they prepare for the end of key stage assessments. 
 

 

3. Greenside Theatre of Big Ideas 
 
A huge ‘thank you’ and congratulations to all of our Greenside Theatre of Big Ideas performers. With just a day of 
rehearsals we made the walk to Hammersmith Academy and we did it! We performed a selection of songs, dances and 
extracts from Happy Feet, Billy Elliot and An Inspector Calls. Ahmed & Auberon provided the videos and Nathan the 
technical support. Vikram was our photographer. It was wonderful to see how many students were prepared to take part and 
I was so very proud of every single student. Here’s to the next one (Mr Yeats?!) 

 

 



4. World Book Day 
To help us celebrate World Book Day our students voted on the class Top 5 Books for pleasure! 
 
Reception 
1. The Gruffalo 
2. The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
3. The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
4. We're Going on a Bear Hunt 
5. Zog 
 
Y3  
1. World’s Worst Children—David Walliams 
2. Ultimate Football Hero—Ronaldo 
3. Green Eggs and Ham—Dr Seuss 
4. Dogman—Dav Pilkey 
5. Dog Diaries—Steven Butler 
 
Y4  
Gangsta Granny 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Anything by Roald Dahl 
Holes - Louis Sachar 
Wonder - RJ Palacio 
 
Y3  
1. World’s Worst Children—David Walliams 
2. Ultimate Football Hero—Ronaldo 
3. Green Eggs and Ham—Dr Seuss 
4. Dogman—Dav Pilkey 
5. Dog Diaries—Steven Butler 
 
Y5 
Holes - Louis Sachar 
Shadow Forest - Matt Haig 
Wonder - RJ Palacio 
Alex Rider - Anthony Horowitz 
The Hunger Games - Suzanne Collins 
A Series of Unfortunate Events - Lemony Snicket 
 
Y6 
Holes - Louis Sachar 
Fuzzy Mud - Louis Sachar 
Shadow Forest - Matt Haig 
Madame Doubtfire - Anne Fine 
Wonder - RJ Palacio 

 
 

5. Sharing Recent Events - Reviews 
 
a) Admissions Policy 
Each year all schools are required to publish their Admissions Policy to ensure families are very clear about the criteria for 
being given a place. At Greenside in Reception this is important because we are always oversubscribed. We have not made 
any changes this year and a copy can be found on our website on this year:  
 
b) Y2 Music Visit  

 



Y2 Music workshop and trip  - As part of our immersion in to the world of Fantasia and the music it utilises, students were 
invited to visit the prestigious Royal College of Music to attend a concert by their resident Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
concert included lots of audience interaction where the students sang along with the orchestra and each movement was 
explained by a fantastic presenter to really engage everyone. As part of the invitation, Y2 had a visit from the conductor, 
harpist, flautist and trumpeter of the orchestra last week to introduce the students to the different instruments and the song. 
The students were fascinated by hearing these real live instrumentalists play in the classroom and even got a sneaky chance 
to play the harp! Once the introductions were over, the class then were asked to make a painting inspired by the theme of the 
music - The Vltava River in Prague - and they had a lovely time using watercolours to show the varying depths of colour in 
the scenery. These paintings were displayed on a large screen whilst the orchestra performed during the concert and the 
students were delighted to see their work pop up! Here are some pictures showing the highlights of these two special 
opportunities. 

 
 
 
d) 100% Attendance Day 
A big thank you to all our Greenside community for supporting our latest 100% drive. We managed a great 97.8%! That is 
fabulous. We also had our half termly draw for our 100% reward - this time round it is Danei, Hassan and Ruben who were 
the lucky winners! 
 

 
 
 
 

6. Sharing Events - Invitations  
 
a) EYFS Link & Learn 
On Wednesday 20th March we are delighted to invite our Nursery & Reception families to come into Greenside at 9.30am to 
join your daughters & sons in EYFS for a Maths Link & Learn session. Kimberley will contact you with further details next week 
but these are always invaluable and interesting experiences of parents/ carers and if you can join us please do. 
 
b) Comic Relief Cake Sale 
Friday 15th March is National Comic Relief Day in the UK.  The students in our WE Act group have debated and decided that 
they would like to fundraise for this cause by holding a bake sale after school on that date. Please look out for our students in 
the playground and buy one (or several) of our delicious themed treats!!!  Friday 15th March is National Comic Relief Day in the 
UK.  The students in our WE Act group have debated and decided that they would like to fundraise for this cause by holding a 
bake sale after school on that date. Please look out for our students in the playground and buy one (or several) of our delicious 
themed treats!!!  

 



 
 
c) Choir 
We are pleased to introduce that, Jason from Hammersmith Academy has now taken over the choir. Jason is a 6th form student 
and a performer over at the academy. He recently had a leading role in their production of Sister Act!  
He is really looking forward to having some fun with the choir and getting them singing and dancing the morning away. So on 
Wednesday mornings, listen out or even better, come and join in! 
 
d) Y6 Family Meeting - Secondary Schools, Test Information, Residential + 
A message to our Y6 families - our Y6 Information Hour is now at 6.00pm on Thursday 14th March (we needed to move it 
because of Governor clashes.) This is a chance for us to talk to you about the KS2 tests s that you are as well informed as 
possible. We will also catch up with you about secondary schools and all the other exciting things that are planned for Y6 at 
Greenside. We hope you will all join us. 
 
e) Y2 Test Information Hour 
Our Y2 Information will take place at 6.00pm on MOnday 18th March. This will be an opportunity for us to share all the 
information about how Y2 students will be part of the national test and assessment system this year. All our families are warmly 
welcome! 

 

7. Film Crews - STEM Focus on Big Ideas 
Yesterday in Film Crews our students began to make and curate their ideas for the Greenside Museum of Curiosity that will 
be open to our families at the end of term! 
 
Crew 1  
Crew 1 had a fantastic day in their mini crews this week and have started to create both artifacts and merchandise for our 
Museum of Curiosity.  
 
We decided on our logo, designed and created models of The Titanic, trains and flying machines.  We also wrote 2 different 
styles of poetry that will be available to buy in a beautiful poetry book at the event. There was also some amazing 
performance poetry pieces that you will also be able to view! 
 
Take a sneaky preview at some of our unfinished exhibits!  Both students and staff are super excited about this event and 
cannot wait to unveil our work! 
 
Crew 2 
This week we were excited to make some items to sell at our museum shop. We were inspired by the life and work of Frida 
Kahlo and made a fantastic range of bags and jewellery to sell. We also created personal statements about what our clothes 
say about us that we decorated in the style of Frida. 
Crew 3 
We were located firmly in our dinosaur learning this week in Crew 3 - making, researching and exploring!

 
 

 

 



8. Esafety  
Robin reminds us: “Please make sure that you have checked your email for my update on the 'Momo' hack that you will have 
heard about in the news. It is important with situations like this that we help our children understand how to protect 
themselves from such things as unfortunately, they can pop up anywhere online, even places and sites you think are safe. If 
you did not receive the email a) check in with the office to make sure we have your correct info and b) email me and i can 
send the info through. You'll also be able to find the info with the following search: National Online Safety Posters Momo.” 
 

 
9. Student Stars at Greenside 
We start the new half term with some super students nominated for the Stars of the Week and Screen Stars - it’s been a 
difficult week to select just two! In the end the special Greenside Screen Star of the Week accolade goes to: Lujain and 
Charlotte - well done to them both! 
 
Rayan and Ted for their positive attitudes and enthusiasm! 
 
Lucy for her persistence when coding her robot 
Maxwell for his fantastic robot inventions 
 

Alex- For her growing confidence in sharing her ideas. 

Rufus- For his enthusiasm during every lesson. 

 
Alice E for thinking outside the box and producing some amazing abstract artwork. 
Lujain for always being enthusiastic and proactive in class and showing constant kindness. 
 

Dixie and Isaac have been working really well this week with their learning about money in our maths sessions. 
 
Mary and Andre for representing all of our learning in Y4 
 
Charlotte- For her continuous efforts to try her best and do her best. There is no challenge that Charlotte does not 
try to rise to, face and overcome. Her perseverance and consistent efforts result in her ability to prosper.  
 
Ayobami- This week Ayobami has taken the lead in his STEM boat project team with great successes. He has 
also taken his time and produced two pieces of writing with great progress in content and presentation!  
 
Ella – for representing the school well & for her enthusiasm when approaching writing 
Esse – for excellent effort in class at all times and persevering when approaching challenges 
 

 

10. Maths - Problem Solving - Question of the Week 
        
 
 
 

 



 

11. Featuring our Student Leaders and Specialisms 
 
Robotics 
 
Greenside’s very own programming and robotics club is in full swing this academic year; as each half-term, a group of students 
experience what it is like to be a computer programmer. We begin by asking the students to explore algorithms and ‘become’ a 
robot – giving and receiving instructions. Next we move to using applications that teach a certain type of coding language. We 
used Tynker and a number of other applications and websites. Our programmers have created their own games, dance parties 
and much more. Finally, we aim to move our most experience programmers onto building and programming their own robot 
called a ‘Crumble’. This is the most complex part of the project. These students have managed to make the robot move in 
different directions while also creating a code for its lights to flash in sequence. In all sessions, we encourage students to be 
responsible users of technology. 
 

 

12. A Week in the Life of….. 
 
Caroline Allen tells us:  
“For me variety really is the spice of life. After I’ve rung the bell in the playground in the morning for the start of the school day, 
I’m to be found in the corridor as children are brought in to Greenside by their parents/ carers. I ‘tag team’ with the wonderful Y6 
students as we guide those students who have arrived after the bell has rung to their classrooms. It’s during this time that I’ll 
often have brief conversations with parents/ carers which means that I can liaise between them and their children’s class 
teachers to pass on important information which supports their children’s learning.  
 
I tend to divide my time between Y3, Y5 and Y6 and it is in these classes that I support the learning development  of our 
students. In my role as Inclusion Leader I am privileged to be able to actively listen to my Greenside students as they talk to me 
about different aspects of their lives at home and at school. Consequently, I’m able to help students make sense of these two 
crucial areas of their lives and in turn this enables them to concentrate on their learning.  
 
When required I provide first aid to students and occasionally members of staff too ! I’m also fortunate enough to provide 
classroom cover to support my colleagues throughout the school. All of this means that for me there is no such thing as a typical 
day at Greenside school !  
 
Y5 at Greenside 
In Y5 this week we have began to engage in our science unit on Forces. We have looked at unbalanced forces, balanced 
forces, water resistance and streamlined shapes. In maths we have worked on some angles, area and perimeter gap coverage 
that we applied in our STEM project— to create a new and improved lifeboat for Pi. For music and art this week we have looked 
at Kandinsky, a famous artists that listened to music and used colour and shapes in his paintings to create abstract art that 
displays feelings and mood. Students discussed what mood was created by the rhythm, tempo, beat etc from two divergent 
scenes in the Life of Pi. We then painted our own versions of Kandinsky's abstract art while listening to the music in there two 
scenes. Following this students used these two scenes to write two very different descriptive narratives. In these descriptive 
narratives we applied our GPS work this week on clause structures and added adjectives to help the reader visualise our 
writing. In SMSC this week we have looked Frida Kahlo, a famous female artist that painted about identity, gender, race and 
Mexican culture. For Crew day Year 5 students have mixed with Y6 students to explore the life of Mary Anning creating a limited 
edition coin to celebrate the impact she has had on science and women’s rights. Students also created their own fossils and 
exercised their research skills in creating a DVD adobe voice on extinction theories. In PE we are building on our ball hockey 
skills— passing, stickhandling and shooting. 

 
 

 

14. Special Report - Display at Greenside  
These wonderful corridor displays were created by our staff and students. A special ‘thank you goes to Amina Thomas who 
has inspired and advised us all! 

 
 
 
 

 

http://classrooms.it/


 

15.  After School Provision: 
A reminder: At Greenside we understand how difficult it can be trying to match the school timetable with that of your own. For 
many families, organising child care for the end of the school day can be tricky and very expensive. We are now into our 3rd 
half term of offering an after school provision and it is growing from strength to strength! 
 
The provision is for Greenside students only, run by Greenside staff so you know that your daughter/ son is in safe hands. 
Students start the session off with a little snack before moving onto games, art, sports and much more! 
 
Signing up is easy - just let our office know that you’re interested and they’ll set you up on School Money to pay for the days 
you need or you can pay in the office directly. Provision is £10.50 per evening with a discount if your daughter/ son already 
attends an after school club that finishes at 4:30pm. You can pay for the entire half term up front if you know you need regular 
days, or pay each week as and when you need it. We hope it helps! 

 

16. Inspiring us to read 

 

We LOVE reading at Greenside  
 
Yousef says, "I like The Gruffalo book because it's funny! I like the animals in it!" 
 
Piper says, "I like it when my daddy reads We're Going on a Bear Hunt to me at home!" 
 
 
Some extra quiet reading time in Year 5 to celebrate World Book Day as well as our favourite 
books this week!  
 
 
In World Book Day week we love this picture! Here are James & Nathan from Year 6 - James with his 
current novel and Nathan with our class text for the half term 'Who Let the Gods Out' by Maz 
Evans. 
 

 

17. Home Learning Challenge 
Of course our Home Learning Challenge this week has to link to World Book and International Women’s Day! 
The challenge is for our students to choose a character, page or word from any book that they like and represent this is in the 
form of an A4 visual image. Alternatively they can choose any woman who has inspired them and represent them in some way 
too. We will then create an eBook of our entries. The deadline is Friday 22nd March - good luck! 

 

 



 

18. Spelling Bee 
I have recently been watching ‘Child Genius’ on TV and thought it was time for a huge Greenside Spelling Bee. 
So watch this space for detail and join us in the 1st big event of its kind! 
 
 

 

19. EYFS - Learning Garden 
 
This week outside was as stormy and windy as the the surface of Neptune, so it seemed fitting that our 
budding young astronauts and engineers were busy around the Learning Garden doing job and 
learning skills to help in their application to NASA (aka: Ms Pearson). Here are some Reception 
students learning how to use tools, nuts, bolts, and screws in order to help fix the International Space 
Station.  
 
While outside in the Learning Garden, Aya was able to match a quantity to a numeral. She was able to 
match the numbers 3 and 4 on the planets to the correct amount of stars on the rockets. Well done 
Aya! 
 
Khadija was enjoying the robotic themed loose parts play that was set out in the Learning Garden this 
week. She used the toy hammer to secure different nuts and bolts to the box.  
 

 
20. Dates for your Diary 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
 

Spring Term 2 ‘19   
   
Week 3   
Monday 11th March All Day Y3 & Y4 Dodgeball Competition 
Tuesday 12th March 10.00am Open Morning for prospective Families and KS1 Families  
Wednesday 13th March All Day Y3 Skittleball Competition 
Wednesday 13th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 14th March 9.00am Schools to Market visitor to meet with Eco-Green Food Student Leaders 
Thursday 14th March 6.00pm Y6 Test Information Hour (Y6 Families) 
Friday 15th March 3.30pm Charity Specialism Cake Sale - Comic Relief 
   
Week 4   
Monday 18th March 6.00pm Y2 Test Information Hour (Y2 Families) 
Tuesday 19th March All Day Nursery trip - Chiswick Park 
Wednesday 20th March 9.00am EYFS Link & Learn Maths Session for Families 
Wednesday 20th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 22nd March All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 5   
Monday 25th March All Week Data Capture 4 
Tuesday 26th March All Day National STEM Ambassadors working with Y6 students at Greenside  
Tuesday 26th March All Day Y3 Trip to London Docklands 
Wednesday 27th March 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
   
Week 6   

 



  

Monday 1st April All Day Greenside for Good Chance Day! 
Wednesday 3rd April All Day Reception Trip - Science Museum 
Wednesday 3rd April 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 4th April TBC Big Ideas - Film Crews - Greenside Public Event! 
Friday 5th April All Day Newsletter Published 
Friday 5th April 3.30pm Easter Holidays begin 
   
Easter Holidays  Revision Sessions for Y6 students  
   
Summer Term 1 ‘19   
   
Week 1   
Tuesday 23rd April 8.55am Term begins for students! 
   

 
With lots of Greenside best wishes 
 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  
 
 

 


