
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Year 6 - Who am I? 
Who, Where, Why? 

Past > Present  
  

STAR Day Planning: Spring 2 - 2019             Y6 Class Teacher: Daniel Mahara 
  
Class Film Text: All Is Lost   Class Book/ Text: Alone by D.J. Brazier 
 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook:   The Wreckage         (Wednesday 27th Play In A Day) 
Monday 25th February – Wednesday 27th February  



Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about All Is Lost. Each week, our experiences and writing will focus on 
a section of the character’s journey in order to explore how their dilemma 
unfolds - most importantly, we will focus on the character’s desire to survive 
regardless of the odds. This week we will begin with ‘The Wreckage’ - the 
moment that an ocean shipping container rips a hole in the side of the boat. We 
will create Andy Warhol & Roy Lichtenstein inspired ‘HELP’ signs as part of our 
class display. 
  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. 
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the 
afternoon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What is drives people to take on difficult tasks? 
What characteristics help us to succeed when things are going wrong? 
If you could speak to one person in a time of need, who would it be? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week is all about immersing ourselves in the world of All Is Lost while 
beginning a three-part quest narrative. The film begins with the main character 
(who remains unnamed throughout the film) narrating - contemplating his life 
choices - and then flashes back eight days earlier. We will use this idea to 
inspire our three-part narrative. Students will begin their writing with a ‘letter in a 
bottle’ style message to their character’s families. They will then move the 
narrative into third person as they introduce a dilemma for their character to 
encounter. Thinking about All Is Lost’s lack of dialogue, we will look at creating 
appropriate and meaningful speech to convey character and advance action in 
our writing. We will set the scene creating a sense of just how remote they are 
and how far safety is from our character. 
 
GPS: This week we will focus on direct speech and the punctuation features 
involved. We will think about the type of language our character would use - we 
will look specifically at idioms and their use in the English language. 
 
Reading Tree: We will introduce our class book - Alone by D.J. Brazier which 
covers similar themes to our class film. The main character is forced to survive 
despite being alone in the Amazon jungle - it requires grit and determination. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Each week, we will look at the different events in 
the film and the potential mathematical concepts involved. We will begin by 
looking at the real scale of the character’s journey across the Indian Ocean - we 

Skills: 

 
Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term) 
● Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices 
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 

writing 
● making comparisons within and across books 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 
understand what they read by: 

❖ checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
exploring the meaning of words in context 

❖ asking questions to improve their understanding 
❖ drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
❖ predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
❖ summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the main ideas 
❖ identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
❖ discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader 
❖ distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
❖ retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
❖ participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously 

❖ explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through 
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using 
notes where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning 

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 



will begin by converting between different units of measure. What impact would 
an object as heavy as a shipping container have? Would it be possible for an 
anchor to pull the container away? Using real measurements from across the 
ocean, our navigators will convert between miles and kilometres in order to gain 
a perspective on just how vast these great bodies of water are. 
.  
Arithmetic Focus: Our arithmetic focus this week will be to solve problems that 
involve students considering an alternative to a written strategy. 
 
Wednesday 27th February - Greenside Theatre of Big Ideas - rehearsals 
and time for display. 

● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers 
● solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of measure, using 

decimal notation up to 2 decimal places where appropriate 
● use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting measurements of 

length, mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and 
vice versa, using decimal notation to up to 3 decimal places 

● convert between miles and kilometres 

Friday 1st March 
Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: Student will begin a three part narrative that uses the writing 
techniques from the week. They will independently plan the story - including its 
setting, characters and plot. 
  
Messy Maths: This week there will be a focus on measure - including 
converting between units. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
Students will learn the rules of hockey, positions and how to safely hold and play 
with a hockey stick. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: The Storm 
Monday 4th March – Wednesday 6th March 
Learning Experiences:  
This week our character’s boat is hit by a ferocious storm, causing further 
damage to his boat and forcing him to make difficult decisions under pressure. 
We will explore the camera shots used in this scene - particularly looking at how 
the cinematography follows the character at all times and is filmed with a ‘shaky 
camera’ making us feel nauseous and onboard. We will use art to inspire our 
writing, while immersing ourselves in the sounds of an ocean storm.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions  
What is the most impressive human feat? 
If you could go on one adventure, where would it be? 
Could you cope with the loneliness of a solo adventure? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 

Skills:

 
 
  
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 



English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
We will begin our learning this week by exploring The Great Wave of Kanagawa 
by Katsushika Hokusai. What can you see in the picture? How does it make you 
feel? If there were accompanying sounds, what would they be? We will listen to 
the sounds of an ocean storm as we create our own ‘Great Wave’ art which will 
contribute to a class display. Following this, students will continue with their 
quest narratives. The character’s dilemma will begin with a heavy storm 
threatening their safety. How can you build suspense into your writing? How will 
you portray the bravery of your characters?  
  
GPS: this week our writing will focus on building cohesion across paragraphs. 
How can we ensure our writing is cohesive? We will use adverbials to join ideas. 
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2b – retrieving and recording information/identify key details 
from the text. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Our character is navigating his way across the 
Indian ocean and is faced with varying weather patterns. He must analyse these 
in order to try and stay one step ahead. We will begin our learning by looking at 
negative numbers in the context of weather - specifically the temperature and 
how it might fluctuate while travelling across the ocean.  Before the storm hits, 
we will construct pie charts and line graphs relating to the weather - students will 
interpret the data and solve complex problems. Finally, we will calculate the 
mean as an average, focusing on certain weather types such as wind speed and 
rainfall.  
 
This week will also see us adding to our incredible Cirque Du Soleil STEM 
projects. Students will be assisted by Rolls Royce engineers who are coming to 
share their expertise. How successful are our designs so far? What have we 
created? Does it match the design brief? 
 
Arithmetic Focus: our focus this week will be on ordering and comparing 
decimals and fractions. 

● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning 

● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections {for example, the use of adverbials such as 
on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence}, and ellipsis 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across 0 
● interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve problems 
● calculate and interpret the mean as an average 
● recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, 

including in different contexts 
● be able to suggest ways of improving their own work 
● be able to comment on works of art 
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● to be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design 

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately 

● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties 
and aesthetic qualities 

● evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work 

Friday 8th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write:  Our writing this week will see students adding to their very 
own narratives. What reaction do you want from your audience at this point in 
the story? How will you show character development? 
 
Messy Maths: We will apply our learning from the week on statistics to a range 
of complex reasoning and problem solving questions. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 



We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing a small ball with a partner. 
2. Tactical moves to get around other players 
3. Stick handling 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to solve 
problems 

● calculate and interpret the mean as an average 

 
WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:  Abandon Ship 
Monday 11th March  – Wednesday 13th March 
Learning Experiences:  
As our character is forced to abandon his vessel,  we will look explore the next 
part of his journey. Our quest narratives will come to a nail biting conclusion. 
Once they have been completed, students will prepare and produce their own 
stop motion animations of their stories. How will you be inspired from the the 
production of All Is Lost? Can you tell you story without dialogue?  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Would you rather be lost at sea or in a dense jungle? 
How would you survive being lost at sea? 
If you could pick three items to take with you on an adventure, what would they 
be? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week we will look closely at the character development in the film. What do 
we really know about this character - particularly at the start? What do we find 
out as the film progresses? How is this shown? Is the lack of dialogue effective? 
If so, why? Students will conclude their quest narratives using All Is Lost as 
inspiration. In the film, it is open to interpretation whether the character is 
actually saved - this is shown in a symbolic way with him swimming towards the 
light. We will explore this idea and use it to end the narrative pieces. How will 
you leave readers guessing? Can you think of any other films / stories with open 
endings? 
 
GPS:  We will continue to explore cohesive devices - this week we will focus on 
the use of pronouns to link ideas.  
 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections {for example, the use of adverbials such as 
on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence}, and ellipsis 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places and multiply 
and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000 giving answers are up to three decimal 
places 

● compare and order fractions, including fractions >1 



Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2d – make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence 
from the text.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: Our Maths this week will be inspired by nautical 
charts. The character is forced to abandon his vessel, leaving behind the 
complex sailing technology. He brings a nautical chart and a sextant to help him 
navigate a course. We will use the chart to explore fractions decimals and 
percentages - for example the ocean depths are shown in decimals, we will 
practice rounding these numbers. They will make key calculations which involve 
multiplying and dividing fractions, ordering fractions as well finding fractions of 
amounts. These key decisions could be the key to surviving. 
 
Students will develop their geographical knowledge by using maps, atlases, 
globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe the 
features studied. How is this kind of understanding of the world important? 
 
Our STEM projects will continue, with students responding to feedback from the 
Rolls Royce engineers. What are your next steps? Is there anything that needs 
improving on your design? What World Ready Skills have you made use of so 
far? 
 
 
Arithmetic Focus: this week our focus will be on multiplying (with decimals) 
and dividing. 

● add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers, using the 
concept of equivalent fractions 

● multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form 
● divide proper fractions by whole numbers 
● multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by whole numbers 
● use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to 2 decimal places 
● generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated 

sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design 

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks 
accurately 

● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties 
and aesthetic qualities 

● evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work 

Friday 15th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: This week will see the conclusion of the three-part narratives. 
How will you end your writing differently to the STAR day piece? 
.  
Messy Maths: This week there will be review of all fractions, decimals and 
percentages learning so far this year. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing a small ball with a partner. 
2. Tactical moves to get around other players 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● compare and order fractions, including fractions >1 



3. Stick Handling 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 
 

 
WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook:  To the Life Raft 
Monday 18th March – Wednesday 20th March  
Learning Experiences:  
This week is all about survival. Our character’s chance of survival is diminishing 
and with this he begins to lose hope.  How must this feel? How have the 
character’s actions changed? How has his appearance changed? Our students 
will get a feel for survival at sea as they complete a role play, problem solving 
activity. They must work together to choose the most useful items for survival 
but they must decide this through communicating with each other. Only one 
team can survive. This week will also see our students create ‘Survival at Sea’ 
instructional videos to help inspire their writing. 
.  
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What challenges have you found most difficult so far in your life? 
How have you responded to these challenges? 
What challenges are you most excited about in the future? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
We will analyse the film once more and think about some of the key decisions 
our character made to help him survive. Our students will be tasked with 
creating instructional advice to help others - like our character - to survive at 
sea. We will use Ray Mears style videos to inspire us. We will consider the 
language involved and flow between statements, commands, questions and 
exclamations to engage our audience. Once students have familiarised 
themselves with this language, we will use this experience to inspire an 
instructional text.  
 
GPS:  Our focus this week will be on statements, commands, questions and 
exclamations.  
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2g – identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through 
word choice. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
As we get to grips with life on the life raft, we will explore the properties of its 
shape: a circle. Students will illustrate and name the parts of a circle and solve a 
range of tricky problems. As our character explores his maps in further detail, he 
will need to have a good understanding of ratio. If 1cm is equal to 1km, what 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections {for example, the use of adverbials such as 
on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence}, and ellipsis 

● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide 
the reader 

● using a colon to introduce a list 
● punctuating bullet points consistently 
● planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including 

recognising and controlling variables where necessary 
● using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 
● illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and circumference and 

know that the diameter is twice the radius 
● solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing values can 

be found by using integer multiplication and division facts 
● solve problems involving the calculation of percentages and the use of percentages 

for comparison 
● solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be 

found 

 



would 2cm and 75mm be in km? They will use their knowledge of multiplication 
and division to solve ratio problems. 
 
We will continue our geography study as students use the 8 points of a 
compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: this week our arithmetic focus will be to build fluency when 
calculating with percentages. 
 

 
 
 

Friday 22nd March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Big Write:  This week, students will use their experience of surviving at sea on a 
life raft. They will write messages in a bottle focusing on how their mindset has 
changed and the struggle which continues. 
 
Messy Maths: Our focus this week will be on ratio and proportion. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner while running. 
2. Offensive attacks/ Defensive tactics 
3. Shooting/ Goalie practice 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing values 
can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts 

 
WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  All Is Lost                 DC4 
Monday 25th March – Wednesday 27th 



Learning Experiences:   
The character eventually gives up and loses hope - survival seems out of the 
question. Back on land, however, the missing person at sea has generated 
widespread media coverage. Our students will think about how this story might 
be represented as they write newspaper reports to inform the public of the 
events. We will think about how the media report on potentially upsetting stories 
and consider whether it is the public’s interest that drives this. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What is the media? 
Who controls the media? 
What effect does the media have on our lives? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
This week students will begin to create news reports. What is our purpose? Who 
is our target audience? What reaction do we want from the audience? Students 
will think about how newspapers collect information for reports. They will 
investigate the key facts involved in the incident. Who was involved? Where was 
it? How did it happen? The reporters will need to consider the language involved 
in their articles and how this will differ from their narratives. Students will look at 
the language involved in newspaper reports as well as the structural features. 
The first step will be to conduct news reports with the key people involved 
considering how to use informal language in their quotes. These will be used as 
part of their reports. 
 
GPS:  Our GPS focus this week will be on the active and passive voice. How 
and why is this used in newspaper reports? 
 
Reading Tree: Our focus this week will be on our data capture 4 assessment. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: 
We will be focusing on consolidating our math’s learning from this half term 
while also completing our DC4 assessments. There will be a particular emphasis 
on test ready skills and we will match these to the character from our film: 
determined and persistent. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: DC4 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections {for example, the use of adverbials such as 
on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence}, and ellipsis 

● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide 
the reader 

● précising longer passages 
● using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
● using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an 

implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun 
● perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement 

so that meaning is clear 

 

 

Friday 29th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Big Write: Students will write an informal radio style interview script, which will 
inform the audience in a more relaxed ‘chatty’ style.  
 
Messy Maths: We will use this session to review our DC assessments. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 



 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner while running. 
2. Offensive attacks/ Defensive tactics 
3. Shooting/ Goalie practice 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 
 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 
can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 
WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook:  The Rescue 
Monday 1st April  – Wednesday 3rd April 
Learning Experiences: 
Is all lost? Just when the character thinks it’s all over, there is a chance that he 
might be saved. At what point do we give up on things? How can we become 
more persistent in our endeavours? This week, student will continue with their 
newspaper reports. They will think about the conclusion of the story and the key 
themes. This message / theme will be included in their reports. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What is hope? 
What is more important than hope? 
What do you hope for the future? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Following last week’s live news reports and planning session, students will write 
their own articles. They will carefully consider their writing purpose and 
audience. In order to do this, there will be a focus on the language and structural 
features they will use. We will particularly look at being concise and using only 
necessary details. Students will edit and improve their reports ready for 
publishing in a class newspaper - hot off the press Greenside Times.  
GPS: We will review our results from DC4 and set targets for ourselves for 
moving forward.  
 
Reading Tree: In this session we will review our results from DC4, creating 
perfect answers, identifying where points have been dropped and the types of 
questions that students are finding challenging.  

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
● link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections {for example, the use of adverbials such as 
on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence}, and ellipsis 

● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide 
the reader 

● précising longer passages 
● using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 



 
Maths in the Movies / STEM: As students grow older, will the oceans be the 
same places to explore? What is changing? Why is it changing? Students will 
consider how the climate is changing and how this is changing our oceans. To 
what extent should be we be concerned by climate change? Students will use 
melting ice cubes to demonstrate the melting ice caps. What does this mean for 
us?  They will make observations and scientific predictions. 
 
Meanwhile, in the Greenside Times press office, students will solve a number of 
mathematical problems related to their newspaper reports. They will look at the 
buying and selling of the paper using algebraic formulas. How is algebra used in 
everyday life? They will then solve difficult time based problems. Can they have 
the papers ready for the deadline? Problems will involve calculating intervals of 
time as well as converting between different units. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Students will focus on BIDMAS / the order of operations. 

● using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an 
implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun 

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 
● use simple formulae 
● generate and describe linear number sequences 
● express missing number problems algebraically 
● find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns 
● enumerate possibilities of combinations of 2 variables 
● solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of measure, using 

decimal notation up to 2 decimal places where appropriate 
● use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving the 4 

operations 

 
 
Friday 5th April 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Big Write: This week, students will use an ocean artefact to inspire their writing. 
They will be given a shell and will need to produce and piece of writing to tell a 
story about it. 
 
Messy Maths: This week will focus on algebraic problems - including 
enumerating possibilities of combinations of two variables. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will play in a final tournament series of matches. 
 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

● enumerate possibilities of combinations of 2 variables 

 
 

 

 


