
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Year 5- Who am I? 
Who, Where, Why? 

Past > Present  
 

STAR Day Planning: Spring Term 2 - 2019 Y5 Class Teacher: Stephanie Whitehead 
 
Class Film Text: The Life of Pi Class Book/ Text: The Life of Pi 

 
WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook:  The Life of Pi 
Monday 25th February– Wednesday 27th February (Wednesday 27th Play In A Day) 
Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about The Life of Pi.  
Knowledge Harvest – What do we know already? 
Big Questions for our display – What do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. 
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the 
afternoon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Who is Pi? What is Pi? How is the character of Pi defined by his experiences? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Our focus will be on familiarisation with the story. Who is Pi and how does he 
define himself in the context of the story? What are the main themes in the 
film? We will also look at the technical aspects of this film to discuss how the 
film translates from paper to screen.  
 
GPS: Use a variety of statements, questions, exclamations and commands for 
a desired effect. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
This week we will consider what is Pi in the Maths context. We will use this 
decimal numbers to work through a range of challenges including multiplying, 
dividing and using Pi in the concept of geometry.  
Students will also explore topics under KS2 Geography curriculum to try and 
map out the route Pi took from India up until landing on the coast of Mexico. 
Students will use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate the world’s countries, identify the position and significance of latitude, 

Skills: 

 
  
Reading skills: 
● asking questions to improve their understanding  
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
● summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the main ideas  
Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the term) 
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 
● making comparisons within and across books 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 
● understand what they read by: 

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 
and exploring the meaning of words in context 

o asking questions to improve their understanding 



longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. The mapped paths we 
create and label will go up on our STEM display.  
 
Arithmetic Focus: Subtracting whole numbers with more than 4 digits and 
Squaring and Cubing numbers (DC3 analysis gap coverage). 
 
Reading Tree: We will introduce our class book, The Life of Pi and consider 
how this book might compare or be different to our film. 
 
Wednesday 27th February - Greenside Theatre of Big Ideas - rehearsals 
and time for display. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 

key details that support the main ideas 
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader 

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 
● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through 

formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes 
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views 

● identify the value of each digit up to 3dp. 
● multiply numbers to 3dp by 10, 100, 1000 
● divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers up to 3dp. 
● multiply one digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole numbers. 
● written division methods in cases where the answer has up to 2dp. 
● solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy. 

● be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● be able to comment on works of art 
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their   task 
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

● identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in North or South America 

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 
features studied 

● use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features 
in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies 

 



 
 
Friday 1st March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Survival Diaries:The storm and the sinking of the Japanese 
freighter into the Mariana Trench, drowning his family. 
 
 
Messy Maths: Decimal Numbers--  Calculating differing decimal values using 
the four operations. 
 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
 Students will learn the rules of hockey, positions and how to safely hold and 
play with a hockey stick. 

Skills:  
Writing Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in 

what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 

convey character and advance the action using a wide range of devices to build 
cohesion within and across paragraphs 

Maths Skills: 
● identify the value of each digit up to 3dp. 
● multiply numbers to 3dp by 10, 100, 1000 
● divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers up to 3dp. 
● multiply one digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole numbers. 
● written division methods in cases where the answer has up to 2dp. 
● solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy. 

 
WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook:  The Natural World & 
Monday 4th March– Wednesday 6th March 
Learning Experiences: 
The opening titles of the film show the setting of Pi’s home in India. They show 
us the beauty that he grew up around and they introduce us to the idea of the 
zoo. Pi lives amongst the animals and this sets the tone for his relationship with 
the Tiger as the film progresses. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How does the opening sequence set the tone for the film? What information can 
be drawn and predictions drawn for this sequence? Should animals be kept in 
captivity? 

Skills:

 
 



 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:(Including any experiences for inspiration) 
 Over the course of this term, we will capture a range of scenes from the film 
and use these as inspiration for our writing.  This week we will watch the 
opening scene and write the narrative to go with it. We will focus on the 
development of the mood and use the beautiful setting to enhance our writing.  
 
GPS: Using a wide range of clause structures. 
 
Maths in the Movies/ STEM:  
We will begin our lifeboat STEM project this week. Students will design and 
engineer a lifeboat inspired by the one used to rescue Pi in the film. They will 
have to use their World Ready skills and work as a team to create their boats 
that will be made to a range of technical specifications. Within their creations, 
they will have to incorporate Maths learning that will include: angles, 
measurement and shapes. Students will also incorporate their learning from our 
science forces unit such as gravity, air resistance, water resistance and friction 
that act between moving surfaces. 
 
As a class we will explore, Wassily Kandinsky, a famous artist that would listen 
to music while he painted and try to paint what he heard. Students will create 
their own musical art based on the soundtrack of The Life of Pi. As a class we 
will think about what instruments might be used, the rhythm, duration, pitch, 
tempo, pulse, beat, timbre and texture during different scenes and the feelings 
and emotions we associate with these. We will discuss how this has added to 
the presentation of the scenes. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Solving problems involving numbers up to three decimal 
places. 
 
Reading Tree: Comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2h – make comparisons within the text. 
 

    

  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● wide range of clause structures 
● make comparisons within the text. 
● reading skills also as outlined above 
● be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● be able to comment on works of art 
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● draw 2D shapes using given dimensions and angles. 
● compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes. 

recognise, describe and build simple 3D shapes including making their nets 
● recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line or are vertically 

opposite. 
● find missing angles on a straight line. 
● find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons 
● explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity 

acting between the Earth and the falling object 
● identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between 

moving surfaces 
● recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller 

force to have a greater effect 
● taught about great artists, architects and designers in history 
● listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 

  
 
  

Friday 8th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 

Skills:  
Writing Skills 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 



Friday Big Write: Survival Diaries: After the storm. Pi awakens on the lifeboats. 
The Zebra, Orangutan, Hyena and Richard Parker.  
 
Messy Maths: Estimating, Measuring, Drawing Angles, Measurements of the 
Dimensions of 2D/ 3D shapes. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing a small ball with a partner. 
2. Tactical moves to get around other players 
3. Stick handling 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

Maths Skills 
● draw 2D shapes using given dimensions and angles. 
● compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes. 

recognise, describe and build simple 3D shapes including making their nets 
● recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line or are vertically 

opposite. 
● find missing angles on a straight line. 
● find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons 

 
WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:  Shipwreck 
Monday 11th March– Wednesday 13th March 
Learning Experiences: 
Pi and his family board a Japanese ship and head off to their new lives in 
Canada. They experience a range of different experiences on board the ship 
and then one night there is a huge storm. The ship is tossed about on the waves 
and Pi rushes out to experience the extreme weather. The result of the storm is 
that the ship gets into difficulty, sinks and all of Pi’s family – along with all the 
other people on board, are lost. This week we will also take a trip to a local 
market to explore different cultural food and products.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What is the full impact of the storm? Why did the ship go down? How did the 
ship break up? How does Pi cope with the idea of being rescued without his 
family? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:(Including any experiences for inspiration)  
We will look carefully at the scene where the shipwreck happens and write the 
narrative to accompany it. There is so much drama in this scene and we will be 
using it as inspiration for our pieces as we explore both the physical and 
emotional elements of this part of the film. Students will write from the 
perspective of Pi himself.  
 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an 

implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun  
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.  
● other reading skills as above 



GPS:  Using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
 
We will continue to work on our lifeboat projects this week, incorporating factors, 
multiples and multistep problems. As engineers, we will need to assess our 
designs and see what we can do to improve them. What problems do we need 
to overcome? We will look at reasoning and problem solving in Maths as part of 
this. 
Students will also explore topics under KS2 Geography curriculum such as the 
human and physical geography as they explore Socorro Island off the West 
Coast of Mexico, an island similar to the one Pi travelled to in the film. Students 
will explore the physical geography including climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle. Students will explore human geography including types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals and water in Mexico.  
 
As a class we will re-watch the Pondicherry Scene where Pi plays the Tabla 
Drum for a Kathak Dance Class. Students will then be split into three groups that 
will be in charge of the Vocals, Drums and Dance of a basic Kathak dance. 
Students will practice one of these three aspects of Kathak tradition. Following 
students will be replaced in groups to practice and perform their trade.  
 
Arithmetic Focus:  Solving problems involving numbers up to three decimal 
places. 
 
Reading Tree:  Comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2c –  summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.  

● using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent 
clauses. 

● describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common 
observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including 
micro-organisms, plants and animals 

● give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics 
● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers. 
● use knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving four 

operations. 
● solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which 

operations and methods and why. 
● solve problems involving all 4 operations. 
● describe and understand key aspects of: 

○ physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle 

○ human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region in North or South America 

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

● perform dances using a range of movement patterns 
● listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
● appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 

drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
● play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

Friday 15th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Survival Diaries: Pi’s struggle with the tiger on the boat and 
later his realization that Richard Parker is what is keeping him alive. 
 
Messy Maths:  Factors/ Multiples. 
 
PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 

Skills:  
Writing Skills 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 



in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing a small ball with a partner. 
2. Tactical moves to get around other players 
3. Stick Handling 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

Maths Skills 
● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers. 
● use knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving four 

operations. 
● solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which 

operations and methods and why. 
● solve problems involving all 4 operations. 

 
WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook:   Lifeboats 
Monday 18th March - Wednesday 20th March 
Learning Experiences: 
Pi manages to get into a lifeboat during the horrendous storm. He finds himself 
as the only human in the lifeboat and it becomes both his prison and his means 
of survival. Once the storm subsides, he then has to begin the process of 
surviving. We will watch this sequence of the film and consider how Pi is feeling 
at this point in the story.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Would you get into the lifeboat or go back for your family? How would you feel to 
be alone out at sea? How important is it to rescue the animals? Do we value all 
life forms the same? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: (Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Pi is naturally worried about his family during the storm. He does not want to 
leave them behind and he is worried that some of them do not swim as well as 
he does. We will write the scene of Pi as he is cast adrift in the lifeboat and 
consider all of his conflicting emotions.  
 
GPS:  Creating an atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
This week we will look at statistics and classifying data. We will link this to our 
science theme of living things and their habitats as we construct pie charts and 
line graphs for data from the film. As there are lots of animals and plants 
involved in both the opening sequence and the meerkat island scenes, we will 
learn to classify these living things and solve problems associated with this data. 
Students will also explore topics under the KS2 History curriculum in relation to 
Pi’s travels through the North Pacific Ocean and his arrival on Mexican soil via 

Skills: 

 
●   selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● creating atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action 

● identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice. 
● other reading skills as above 
● construct pie charts.  
● construct line graphs. 
● interpret pie charts to solve problems. 
● interpret line graphs to solve problems. 
● calculate and interpret the mean as an average.  



the exploration of Mayan civilization c. AD 900 in Mexico in contrast to modern 
Mexican civilization and British History. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Multiplying proper fractions and mixed numbers. 
 
Reading Tree: Comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on 
reading domain 2d –  make inferences from the text / explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from the text. In this session we will prepare for DC4 
by working on our test paper technique. 

● describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common 
observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including 
micro-organisms, plants and animals 

● give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics 
● a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 

chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

Friday 22nd March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Survival Diaries: As the days and later weeks pass, Pi’s life 
on the lifeboat and the struggle with Richard Parker. 
 
Messy Maths: Statistics and Data. 
 
PE/ Sports:(Activities, key skills / techniques)   
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner while running. 
2. Offensive attacks/ Defensive tactics 
3. Shooting/ Goalie practice 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

Skills:  
Writing Skills 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

Maths Skills 
● interpret pie charts to solve problems. 
● interpret line graphs to solve problems. 
● calculate and interpret the mean as an average.  

 
WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  The Tiger (DC4 Capture) 
Monday 25th March– Wednesday 27th March 
Learning Experiences: 
Pi spends many days alone with the tiger on his lifeboat. He is naturally afraid of 
him but it is this fear that keeps him alert. Pi discovers that if they are to live 
together, they have to communicate and he sets about beginning to ‘train’ the 
tiger through using the whistle. Both of them need to eat and so they this shared 
need for food brings them to a point of closer understanding.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Who is Richard Parker? Is he an actual tiger or does he stand for something 
else? Can ‘wild’ animals and humans live side by side? How do our fears 
contribute to making us stronger? 

Skills: 

 
  



 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:(Including any experiences for inspiration) 
 This week we will look at the genre of newspaper writing. We will look at the 
style of writing used for newspaper articles and the different techniques used to 
present them. We will write an article about the sinking of the ship and the ‘loss’ 
of all the lives on board. A feature of the article will be about the transportation of 
the animals – especially such a fabulous creature as the tiger ‘Richard Parker’. 
 
GPS: Using a range of cohesive devices and grammatical structures.  
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
 We will continue our scientific investigations into classifying plants and animals 
this week and our Maths learning will extend to cover percentages and how they 
link to fractions and decimals.  We will look at inventories from the ship to work 
out the various cargo in terms of percentages. We will extend this to look at 
numbers of animals in various scenes.  
 
We will also complete our DC4 Data Capture for Maths and Science. 
 
Arithmetic Focus: Multiplying proper fractions and mixed numbers 
 
Reading Tree: Domain 2f –  identify / explain how information / narrative 
content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and tables to 
structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab and 
grammatical structures 

● describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common 
observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including 
micro-organisms, plants and animals 

● give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics 
● associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents (eg 0.375) 

for a simple fraction (eg 3/8). 
● can recall and use equivalence between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, 

including in different contexts. 
● solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures, 

and such as 15% of 360] and the use of percentages for comparison. 

Friday 29th March 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write:  Survival Diaries: The floating island of interconnected tree.  
 
Messy Maths: Percentages, Fractions (Mixed and Whole Numbers), Decimals. 
 
PE/ Sports:  (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be using 
in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio boost 
to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat jumps, angle 
two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will then rotate between three drill groups: 
1. Passing with a partner while running. 
2. Offensive attacks/ Defensive tactics 
3. Shooting/ Goalie practice 
 
To finish off our PE session we will play a match. 

Skills:  
Writing Skills 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

Maths Skills 
● associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents (eg 0.375) 

for a simple fraction (eg 3/8). 
● can recall and use equivalence between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, 

including in different contexts. 
● solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for example, of measures, 

and such as 15% of 360] and the use of percentages for comparison. 



 
WEEK 6 THEME/Hook:  Survival & Rescue 
Monday 1st April– Wednesday 3rd April 
Learning Experiences: 
Pi has to learn how to survive on that lifeboat. He never loses hope and he 
tries to keep himself going by telling stories and singing. Finally, he is rescued 
as he washes up on a beach in Mexico. When he is in the hospital some 
people from the Japanese shipping company come to interview him about the 
shipwreck and they are very surprised by what they hear! 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How would you survive both physically and mentally, alone in a lifeboat for so 
long? What would you do to keep yourself going? Was Pi imagining it all? 
What was real and what was not? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:(Including any experiences for inspiration) 
Students will create mini documentary style films about one of the incredible 
animals from Pi’s adventure. Using their ideas from these films, they will then 
write an information text about the same animal. Students will use their 
research skills to find out as much about the animal as possible. We will 
explore how best to present this information – looking at the key features of 
this type of text, including headings & subheadings, paragraphs and the 
appropriate GPS.  
 
GPS: Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing. 
 
Maths in the Movies / STEM:  
Our STEM team will carry out their DC4 reflections: students write 
self-evaluations based on DC4 and start goal setting, reasoning and reviewing 
their efforts and progress this term. This week we will also edit and improve 
our pieces from across the term to prepare them publications in our portfolios 
 
Arithmetic Focus: DC4 Gaps 
 
Reading Tree: In this session we will review our results from DC4, creating 
perfect answer, identifying where points have been dropped and the types of 
questions that students are finding challenging.  
 

Skills: 

 
 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 

change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 

clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and tables to 
structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab and 
grammatical structures 

● analyse own progress and identify areas of success and where further development is 
needed. 

● be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● be able to comment on works of art 
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task 
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
 
 

Friday 5th April 
Friday Big Write: Survival Diaries: Reaching the coast of Mexico. 
 
Messy Maths: Combination of reasoning problems based on DC4 gaps 
analysis. 
 

Skills:  
Writing Skills 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 



PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)  
We will begin with a warm up run, side shuffles, butt kicks and high knees. We 
will them do a stretch together (emphasis on the muscle groups we will be 
using in our session and how we can stretch those muscles out as well as the 
importance of this for athletes). After our stretch we will do a short cardio 
boost to warm our bodies up (Jumping jacks, star jumps, burpees, squat 
jumps, angle two footed jumps etc) 
 
Students will play in a final tournament series of matches. 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings 
in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within  

Maths Skills 
● Gaps in skills from DC4 testing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


