
 

 
Issue: 6 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 7th December 2018 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
We are proud to present a couple of weeks in the life of Greenside that are taking us deep into the final days of the 
autumn term and straight into the Christmas holidays - every year those autumn months seem to pass faster and every 
year we try to pack more into every second. 
 
Comedy & Tragedy will be drawing to an end with most of our students concluding that most things in life are very 
much ‘comi-tragic’ and we have enjoyed films, books and SMSC sessions exploring this idea.  
The corridors have been alive with the sounds of Christmas songs & times tables being chanted with equal gusto; our 
job is showing our students that learning tables is easy & fun but needs a little perseverance & above all it will allow 
them to do so much Maths at speed and with greater ease & confidence - please help as much as possible at home 
too!  
 
We are about to embark upon DC2 (Data Capture 2) and this will consist of tests and assessments for all students in 
Y1 to Y6 to help us see what they have learned and to identify any gaps in preparation for our Learning Experiences in 
January. Please talk to your daughter/ son before and after the tests and feel free to talk to their Class Teacher about 
the results. The end of autumn term tests are always interesting because the students start to make real progress by 
this point and we can see what interventions/ support/ challenge they will need next. 
 
Do check out the dates & times of our end of term events - as always - having all our families share them with us 
makes them special. We have our Shakespeare Film Premiere (Thursday 13th December at 2.30pm or 3.45pm). 
KS1 & KS2 Christmas singing (Monday 17th December at 2.00pm) and, of course, the unforgettable Nativity! (Tuesday 
18th December at 2.00pm) 
The films are being edited as I write and so many students have had such a rich and enjoyable time as well as learning 
so much in the process. We will be sharing a few Christma songs to entertain you all and help get everyone in the 
mood for the holiday during the afternoon of Monday 17th December and then the Nativity will be performed during the 
afternoon of Tuesday 18th December - there will be angels everywhere! 
Our Greenside Christmas lunch will be on Thursday 20th December to end the year in high spirits! 
 
The spring term begins at 8.55am on Thursday 3rd January (it’s a very early return this year) for students. Please 
remember all students from Nursery to Y5 will be expected to purchase a Greenside lunch from that point. 
We will still have PE/ Sports on Friday 4th January so PE kits to be worn that day please (let’s hope it isn’t snowing!) 
 
My final ‘thank you’ of the term goes to the PSA for a wonderful Winter Fair, to the Greenside staff for all their amazing 
work this term and to all our families for their continued support and love. 
 
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and may 2019 be a wonderful year for everyone! 
Karen 
 

 
“Happy Christmas Everyone!” 

With love from us all at Greenside. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Families, 
I have been really enjoying teaching Shakespeare this term, it's a subject I particularly love. I hope to answer the question some might 
voice - why bother to study Shakespeare in primary school? Despite being written hundreds of years ago, it is still relevant today in so 
many ways and the earlier we can expose our young people to these great works so much the better.  

We learn from it, it contains wisdom. It also brings together all parts of our lives, everything that fascinates, informs and enthrals. The 
stories are all exciting and once you've spent time immersing the students in understanding it, they absolutely fly! If nothing else, 
exploring quotes that are still relevant today and can inspire  is worth the investment. So i leave you with a selection of quotes about life 
from my crew - Julius Caesar. Which ones are relevant to you or inspire you? 

“Creating is the essence of life.” 

“Men at some time are masters of their fates. The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves.” 

“The evil that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred with their bones.” 

“It is easier to find men who will volunteer to die, than to find those who are willing to endure pain with 
patience.” 

“Bid me run, andIi will strive with things impossible.” 

“I love the name of honor, more than I fear death.” 

“Experience is the teacher of all things.” 

Robin Yeats - Head of School 

 

2. Sharing our Learning 
 
In this final Newsletter of the term we are so happy to share with you some of our Writing that we have done recently 
inspired by our films - it’s so easy to see how many of our students are becoming more 
confident and sophisticated writers. The hooks and Learning Experiences arising from our 
comedy and tragedy films have been especially successful. 
 
a) Nursery 
After listening to the Dr. Seuss story and watching the film "The Lorax," Robert wrote inside 
of a speech bubble. He wrote in the character of The Lorax and said, "I speak for the trees." 
 
b) Reception 
After watching the Lorax, Lea draw this amazing picture of the Lorax in a field of Truffula 
Trees. She then used her sounds to write a heading for the picture- all by herself! 
 
c) Y1 
The NeverEnding Story is so enticing Bastian just has to read it. Y1 wrote book blurbs to 
entice readers to read their favourite book. (Sami) 

Y1 watched the tragedy of Artax sinking in The Swamp Of Sadness. We wanted to write 
about Artax. This all had to be written in past tense. We  wrote a heartfelt, emotional diary 
entry about what happened in the swamp using past tense. (Saja) 

We also imagined how they would feel if a dragon landed in the playground. SHOCKED! We practices using our 
exclamation marks to show our readers that we are shocked or scared. Well done Y1. (Arwen).  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/creativity-happiness_n_4235417
https://everydaypowerblog.com/be-patient-with-your-dreams/
https://everydaypowerblog.com/be-patient-with-your-dreams/
https://everydaypowerblog.com/life-experiences-problem-solving/


 
 
d) Y2 
Y2 have been working really hard this last few weeks on applying lots of features to 
their writing such as similes, statements and adverbs. These skills can be tricky to 
naturally include in a piece of independent writing however we are improving with 
every task and we are seeing more and more descriptive language being used with 
minimal prompting. The last example of which was a wonderful diary entry from the 
perspective of Aslan after fighting the White Witch for leadership over Narnia. 
 
e) Y3  
We have been looking at two areas in particular for our writing, linked to the Railway 
Children. We have been looking at debate writing and having debates on moral issues 
from our film, for example, Should the Railway Children contact the old man for help? 
We also came up with our own statements for our debate, and practised writing for 
and against. After we looked at debate writing, we looked at writing to explain and 
describe using adjectives. We thought about what items we could get for mother for her birthday, and turned our 
classroom into a shop! This also helped our addition and subtraction skills too! We all decided mother deserved some 
lovely gifts as she had been looking after the children after father went away. Some of the gifts included a sparkly pink 
purse and a new writing set for all her stories! 
 
f) Y4 
What a spectacular year it has been so far in Y4. We have studied two wonderful films – 
The Hundred Foot Journey and Miss Potter. During learning about The Hundred Foot 
Journey, we transported ourselves to France, where we learnt about the delicious 
French cuisine. We learnt about the different types of bread and fromage and even got 
to explore the Borough Market, which was incredible! Our favourite part of our 
learning was turning our classroom into the amazing ‘Maison Mumbai’ restaurant 
where we cooked delicious meals for our families. We then started off the Autumn 2 
term with a fabulous trip to Buckingham Palace, where we saw the Changing of the 
Guard and the Horse Guards Parade. We dressed up in Edwardian theme and really 
enjoyed the day. We have been reading all of Beatrix Potter’s tales and have been 
making wonderful watercolour art to sell for Christmas. We have also been learning 
about how the role of women has changed and that we have been doing lots of writing 
encouraging Miss Potter to follow her dream. 
Y4 have been busy investigating the use of homophones and using them to create their 
own Newspaper reports based on the success of Beatrix Potter as a female author. The 
students took themselves back in time to 1902 to interview the famous author about her 
success and what she is planning on doing with all of her profits. We used reported and 
direct speech as well as the correct homophones to ensure our writing was as detailed 
as possible.  
 
g) Y5 
As Y5 have been exploring the film Space Jam and watching a number of Looney 
Tunes cartoons, we discussed the positive and negative effects of children watching 
television and students were challenged to argue their reasons for and against. Here is a 
snippet of Mei-Lin's argument. 
 
“First of all, why television is bad for children. A large amount of channels are for adults, 
therefore it's hard to find a decent channel for kids on T.V. Also, it will be a stress for 
parents because their children will have become addicted to the television and parents 
may have to break their games and televisions.Do you agree?” 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
h) Y6 
During the Autumn Term, Y6 has studied two films: The Truman Show and Remember the Titans. The Truman Show is 
about a man named Truman who is constantly being filmed for a reality TV show without knowing it. He gets suspicious and 
tries to escape. Remember the Titans on the other hand is about an American football team during the civil rights 
movement. The team has black and white people coming together to get through hard times.  --- Rumi 
While learning about The Truman Show we made lighting cranes using match sticks, tape cardboard and jar lids. During 
English we wrote our own stories from three different perspectives – the creator, the audience member and the star. After 
we finished we published them and wrote them up neatly. --- Iris 
We have learnt algebra and coordinates in maths but my favourite maths related activity was when we went down to the hall 
and did lots of exercise before testing what our heart rate was per minute. --- Jessie 
My favourite experience was when we played American football for Remember the Titans. We did lots of running and 
exercising.  
The Truman Show has inspired some fantastic Y6 writing. Recently, they have explored the idea of reality television in 
detail. They began by creating their own shows based on well-known reality programmes – like Dancing with the Staff, The 
Hunger Games and Keeping Up with the Trumps. They considered the purpose of this types of television and the potential 
audience – they also considered the people who take part and interestingly why they take part.  

  
Using this experience as well as key scenes and themes from The Truman Show, students wrote from three different 
perspectives. They began by writing as the creator of the show, then an obsessive audience member and finally the star of 
the show. They considered the language involved for each character using more technical vocabulary for the creator while 
including more informal when writing as the audience member. 

  
Students then spent time editing and improving each piece resulting in a collection of published pieces which are evidence 
of great learning and enthusiasm from our second film of the year - well done Y6 students! 

 

3. Greenside Winter Fair 
 
A huge thank you to our Greenside community for turning out to our Winter Fair. It was a very festive and jolly occasion with 
lots of things to get us in the Christmas spirit. Did you get a jolly jar? Have you got your chutney wrapped up and ready for 
putting under your tree? Did you win in the raffle? It was great to see so many of our families having fun. This event is only 
possible due to the commitment and enthusiasm of our fabulous PSA so we would like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you and well done on such a fabulous event.  
 
Visit Bears Ice Cream for pre-holiday cheer in December! As a part of their December holiday calendar they are hosting artist 
demonstrations, flower arranging, book reading and Christmas art classes at their Goldhawk Road shop. Bears believes in 
supporting small, independent creatives this season and they invite you to join them on a journey of discovery and see what 
these awesome independents have to offer. Furthermore, to celebrate the launch of coffee and early opening hours, they 
offer local Greenside Parents/carers 10% discount of coffee in December. All you have to do is to show this newsletter at the 
till and bring it in to claim your discount. New opening hours are 7:45am-18:00pm. For more information on the Bears holiday 
calendar, visit: www.facebook/bearsicecream 
 
 
a) RPM Raffle 
Following on from the huge success of the RPM Winter Wonderland, the RPM team have set up a fabulous raffle with prizes 
galore including a suit at the O2 for Disney on Ice, a family supply of sports clothing, a year supply of Azura coffee and much 
much more! All proceeds will be shared between Greenside, a Hammersmith and Fulham Homeless charity and a 
Hammersmith and Fulham Food Bank. If you check out the RPM front window, they will have an advent calendar where the 
prize for each day is revealed so you have all the way up until Christmas eve to be a winner. Keep an eye out for Mrs 
Webber, Mr Yeats or ask any other member of staff about it in the playground. Tickets are £2 each. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook/bearsicecream


4. Christmas for Good Chance 
 
We have our final fundraising ventures over the next couple of weeks.  
Our plans are evolving all the time as we try to follow the lead of our students! During the week beginning Monday 10th all of 
classes will be doing something special to find raise - this may be singing in the community, sharing their STEM games or 
making something extra special for Tea & Cakes.  
 
Wednesday 12th December will be our ‘big’ day when we have a non-uniform day (theme of Dress Cozy) and ask all 
students to donate £1.00 in exchange - this allows us all to reflect on how ‘cozy’ we are and how we are helping those 
unaccompanied children who are not so lucky. 
 
Y4 are on a trip that day but they should come in ‘dress cozy’ clothes too - most appropriate for a Learning Day on 
Hampstead Heath in December. 
 
On the same day the wonderful PSA are allowing us to dedicate the whole of Tea & Cakes to Good Chance. All the 
proceeds made that evening will be given to support unaccompanied children (under the age of 12) who are Refugees. Our 
Y6 Head Girls & Boys will be helping out and we really hope you will be able to come and join us and enjoy the occasion. 
 
We are asking our parents/ carers who work to see if they are able to make a collection in their workplace that day to support 
the cause too. If everyone donated £1.00 we would be able to help so many children. 
May I add how appreciative Good Chance were for our Peace Patchwork Quilts and how grateful they are that we are 
helping them this term too. 
 
Karen  
 

 

5. Sharing Recent Events &  Invitations 
 
a) Y5 Trip  
Y5 students had an exciting time last week packing up our learning resources 
and hitting the shops! Why, you ask?  
As Space Jam features the world famous Michael Jordan, we decided to 
explore his business brand air Jordan and find out more about the trending 
brand. By visiting a range of stores and finding more about the public's views 
of different kinds of shoes, we were able to identify what materials, shapes and 
styles would be more popular than others. Y5 were very lucky when visiting to 
meet such kind staff and members of the public. Here are a few photos of Y5 
in action. 
 
b) GGL Y2 Shared Event 
I was the luckiest Executive Head this week when I headed, bright and early to Griffin on Wednesday morning, for our GGL 
Y2 Shared event. Our Greenside students made the slightly wet journey to me greeted by Y2 Griffin students waiting ready to 
sing. Lena G arrived too and a day of shared Winter celebrations began. Students made new friends and engaged in 
Christmas Card making - with shape puzzles, symmetrical biscuit decorating, amazing snow globe painting and a wonderfuls 
shared rendition of ‘Winter Wonderland’ sung with joy and laughter. It was a delight to see the GGL students enjoying each 
other’s company and experiencing life in a different school. Thank you to the GGL Y2 Team! 
 
c) An Invitation to our Shakespeare Film Screening 
 
MacBeth 

Key Stage 1 (Crew 2) are very excited to showcase the wonderful work they have been doing in learning our Shakespeare 
play Macbeth and turning it in to film. We would like to cordially invite you to a screening of our film in the Y2 class space at 
either 2.30pm or 3.45pm on Thursday 13th December. We look forward to seeing you there for our premiere. All Hail Crew 2! 
We have shot our final scenes and the footage is currently in the editors studio!  We are super excited and looking forward to 

 
 
 
 
 



sharing this wonderful, KS1 friendly version of Macbeth with you all at our Film Premiere!  Also be prepared to be dazzled by 
the Shakespearean Art exhibition that is currently being put together along the main corridors. 

We would also like to extend an invite to all parents/carers to join us for our Christmas in Crews musical experience on 
Monday 17th December. We will be spreading the Christmas cheer with classics such as: 'All I want for Christmas is my two 
front teeth'; 'Jingle Bell Rock' and 'I believe in Father Christmas'. Merry Christmas from all of us in Crew 2! 

 

Much Ado About Nothing 

● Come and see what all the fuss is about next Thursday with the premiere of our 
Year 3/4 film version of Much Ado About Nothing 

● Our film crew have worked so hard to create this film and it promises to be filled 
with laughter and Hollywood worthy acting! We hope to see you there in the Y4 
class space. 

 

 

 

Julius Caesar 

Y5 & Y6 have worked so diligently to complete trailers and programs during Film Crew Days, ensuring they were capturing 
the essence of Julius Caesar and all that the play represents. By first discussing the overall mood of the play, students were 
confident in choosing an appropriate theme in the application iMovie. Students could be creative from here, including 
photographs, still images, short clips and key words or sentences to draw in the audience. Here are a few snippets from 
Archie's trailer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Nativity 
All of Reception and Nursery's family and friends are warmly invited to watch our performance of The Story of The Nativity 
at 2.00pm on Tuesday 18th December - we look forward to seeing you all! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



6. Special Feature - STEM - Science at Greenside  
 
a) Nursery 
As the weather is getting colder and winter is approaching, Nursery decided to do a STEM 
Investigation with ice in the Learning Garden. We used magnifying glasses to observe the 
different Autumn themed natural materials that were frozen into the blocks of ice. We discussed 
what we thought would melt first (the conkers, the leaves, or the berries) and we predicted how 
long it would take. Later, we looked back at our predictions to see which student had the best 
estimation. 

 

 

b) Reception 
With our topic of trees, it's been easy to think of lots of ways that we can use our STEM skills to investigate the topic further. 
One activity that saw us putting our maths skills to the test, was measuring the age of trees in our Learning Garden. Using a 
tape measure, students went around the garden and measured the thickest part of the trees in inches. This would then tell us 
roughly how old the tree was in years. We then recorded all the measurements, to compare and find out which tree was the 
oldest. 
Another STEM task that saw us working on our Science skills, has been our long term investigation watching seeds germinate. 
We placed the runner bean seeds in a plastic bag, then made predictions on how long it would take them to germinate. A few 
weeks later we revisited our predictions, and were amazed to find that some were germinating more quickly than others, despite 
being in the same growing conditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Y1 
Artax has sunk in The Swamp of Sadness. Oh no! Y1 looked at building rafts to save Artax and allow him to float across the 
swamp. Year 1 had to look into what materials were waterproof which would allow the raft to float. Y1 had to work in a team to 
create the best raft for Artax and we had some wonderful results! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



c) Y2 
We have been showing off some inspirational ideas to put towards our STEM projects this half 
term and each time we have extended our World Ready skills with great enthusiasm. The 
favourite activities of the students  have been both our African drum making workshop (linked 
to the tribal dance seen near the beginning of Narnia) and Edmund’s Armour for the ferocious 
battle. In the Y2 classroom you can see the design and production of one of our armour project 
proudly taking centre place on the main teaching wall. The idea of this project was to use the 
inspiration from the battle scene to create a piece of armour which included both a coat of 
arms and a symmetrical design. The students had to ensure the uniform could be worn without 
being aided and followed the design brief. They were also tasked to calculate the total cost of 
their uniform after being given a price list for each piece of material used. It was a great 
success! 
 
 
d) Y3 
We have been looking at how to solve a problem in STEM  this week – mother has a hole in the roof and the children need to 
decide what material would be the most suitable to fix the roof. We looking at different types of rocks in Science and 
discussed their properties. After a lot of discussion, and investigating, we decided that slate would be the best material as it 
does not let water through! We all decided how we would cover the hole in the roof using slate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e) Y4 
Y4 had a magnificent day consolidating all their Maths skills in order to design a detailed map of 
Mr McGregor's garden. They worked in small teams to read a set of instructions and 
requirements of the garden and then place these into their designs. All students managed to 
experience success with this task, and it was wonderful to see the creativity of their ideas. 
Using the garden as our link has also led us into creating fantastic Pic Collage of the animals 
we believe could be found in Mr McGregor's garden. Our Greenside vegetable garden has had 
some wonderful renovations done by Peter and Caroline who have taken out all the Laurel 
plants in order to create a space for new garden beds that we hope to build soon.  
 
 
 
f) Y5 
As basketball and sports is a key part of Space Jam, Y5 spent time exploring the ingredients included in many common sports 
drinks and asking ourselves, are these really helping us? Do we need them? And should children be drinking them? Y5 
compared and contrasted the different flavours of sports drinks available such as Lucozade, Gatorade, Smart Water and 
Vitamin Water. Will students change their perceptions of these drinks? Will water be the favourite?  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

g) Y6 

As part of their STEM project - to build a lighting crane for Truman Show television - our Y6 students have been learning about 
extraordinary electricity. They are currently exploring how multiple cells change the brightness of a bulb. Their next task is to 
install the working light circuit onto their cranes - this well test the stability and durability of their design! Go Y6! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

8. 100% Attendance  
 
We are very excited to tell you that we have 87 students who have attended every day here at Greenside since the term 
began. This is a great figure! Some of these students were able to go to the theatre to see the pantomime along with our Y6 
students. As you are aware, we also reward our students who attend 100% on a weekly basis. Each week the names of these 
students get put into a hat and will be selected for our next treat at the end of term. The more times you are in the hat, the 
more chance there is to win!  

 

 
 
 
 
 



9. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
Congratulations to our Christmas Stars at Greenside - they have all worked hard and made life at Greenside a happier, smilier, 
place to be - thank you and well done! 
 
Our special Winter Joy award goes to Molly and Leonia for being recognised as the Screen Stars this week! 
 
Molly and Olivia for their beautiful handwriting and letter formation (Nursery) 
 
Ayub and Lewis for their fantastic performances in Nativity rehearsals (Reception) 
 
Mariella for a beautiful writing with correct grammar, including question marks, exclamation marks and full stops (Y1) 
Saja for continuously putting in 110% effort in all learning (Y1) 
 
Fiona & Sasha both for being fantastic buddies to a new student and helping her settle into our class so well (Y2) 
 
Treshan and Roan for putting so much effort into their Crew work, and being kind members of the class (Y3) 
 
Adam for his fabulous newspaper report (Y4) 
Lewis for working so hard at all of his learning this week (Y4) 
 
Leonia for being a great Learner always finding ways to do things (Y5) 
Logan for always ensuring his best effort is applied during learning (Y5) 
 
Iris for being a determined learner who is showing more and more confidence (Y6) 
Nathan – for his meticulous approach to all learning & being a great robotics assistant (Y6) 

 

10. Maths - Problem Solving - Question of the Week 
This week we are asking students to focus on learning their times tables and we would ask parents/ carers to talk to their 
daughters/ son about the concept of Number of the Week. Our Problem solving section will return after the holidays. 
 

Over the next few weeks, our 
Greenside Mathematicians will be 
introduced to a new resource: 
Number of the Week. Class 
teachers will choose a number 
each week for learners to explore. 
It aims to reinforce knowledge of 
place value and key number 
concepts. It is a highly useful 
resource that could easily be used 
and adapted at home. 
Teachers will also be changing this 
format slightly to suit their class, so 
you may wish to ask them for this 
version. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

11. A Letter from Nick Gibb 
Our congratulations go to Laura Vandepas, Michelle Williams and our current Y2 students whose Phonics results in the 
summer led to this letter from Nick Gibb! 
  
 Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP 
Minister of State for School Standards 
Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3BT tel: 0370 000  

 

12th  November 2018 
Dear Ms Bastick-Styles 
 
I would like to congratulate you, your staff and your pupils on your school's outstanding achievement in the 2018 phonics 
screening check. 
  
Achieving early fluency in decoding is a necessary first step in acquiring the key skill of reading. 
There is a significant body of evidence that demonstrates that systematic phonics is the most effective method for teaching 
early reading. We want to ensure that every child develops a firm grasp of phonics, which is why I was delighted to see your 
results. With 96 per cent of pupils at Greenside Primary School reaching or exceeding the pass mark in the check, your school 
is in the top 7 percent of all primary schools in the country. 
  
This year's figures show that 89 per cent of pupils who achieve the expected standard in the check go on to achieve at least 
the expected standard in key stage 1 reading teacher assessment, which underlines the importance of developing the ability 
to decode words effectively at an early age. 
  
Your success in teaching phonics and early reading so effectively means your pupils are developing a firm foundation in 
reading, from which they can become increasingly fluent and develop a lifelong love of reading. 
  
Thank you for your work in this vital area of a child's early education and congratulations again to you and your staff for all you 
have achieved. 
  
With best wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 

Nick Gibb 

 

12. Student Leaders 
Christmas at Greenside  

By Ella & Hannah (Y6) 

 

Christmas spirit in the air 

Christmas spirit is everywhere 

 

christmas at Greenside is full of laughter & joy 

Bringing happiness to every girl & boy 

 

White snow falling on the naked branches of the trees 

The sweet sound of students singing songs, bringing music to our ears 

 

Greenside thinking of those with less 

Helping to make the world a better place 

 

Children wrapped from head to toe in wooly hats & scarves 

You can know that Christmas time is here. 

Christmas at Greenside  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus


 
 

13. Specialism Award 
Robin Yeats announces: “Since the start of the year we have really been rolling out the Specialism Award Scheme and the 
latest element is the new KS2 Greenside Special Merit Award! This was designed by our Art Leaders on their iPads and we 
have now had our first batch hot from a professional printing firm. These are our top awards that your daughter/son can get 
from their teacher and they are intended to be taken home to share their success with you. Class teachers only give 1 or 2 of 
these out a day at the most. So if your daughter/ son comes home with a Greenside Special Merit, then they’ve really gone 
above and beyond in a key area of their learning!” 

 
 

14. SMSC - Christmas Messages 
 
a) Nursery 
Nursery Christmas Message: 
This week the Nursery class has been learning about 'the true meaning of Christmas.'  
We discussed how it's important to be kind and caring towards others at Christmas time. We also had a special guest (an elf 
named Elfie) come to visit us from the North Pole and learn from us. We have been teaching Elfie all about the rules of our 
classroom. Elfie has been learning how to share the resources, take turns, and be a kind and caring friend in our Nursery. We 
listened to the story "How the Grinch Stole Christmas" and we learned an important lesson from The Grinch - that Christmas 
isn't about gifts from a store. Instead Christmas is about spending time with family and friends and people that we love and 
care about. So this Christmas our wish for everyone is a holiday filled with lots of laughter and love! 
 
b) Reception 
Because of our Nativity performance, we've been learning more about the story of Christmas that Christians believe, and 
thinking more deeply about the message of the story too. Whatever our different beliefs and traditions in our class, it's a good 
time to stop and reflect on how we can help others and show our friends and family our love.  Alongside learning about the 
Nativity, we have also been learning about Hanukkah that started this week. Each day we've lit a candle on our Menorah and 
listened to the prayer in Hebrew. This has helped us to talk about and understand all the different celebrations and traditions 
people have, and the importance of respecting them. 
 
c) Y1 
In Y1 we talked about what is so special about Christmas. Y1 discussed it was a time to be thankful for all of those in our life, 
and that help us learn. We then wrote to all those in Greenside to say thank you and wish them a merry Christmas. 
 
d) Y2 
Y2 have been working very hard this half term and are now looking forward to celebrating all that hard work with a 
well-earned holiday, which just so happens to be Christmas! We have been looking a lot at issues and major events from 
around the world and reflecting on how fortunate we are within our Greenside community. It is with this in mind that the 
students would like to wish everyone a happy holiday, regardless of if you celebrate Christmas or not, and a peaceful start to 
the New Year when it comes.  
  
e) Y3 
In SMSC we created a Christmas message from Y3: 
Christmas time is all about being with family and friends. Appreciating each other.  
We hope you have a lovely Christmas eve and Santa will give you brilliant presents. 
We hope you have a spectacular time with your family and friends.  
We hope you receive all the presents you want under the tree.  
If you dream of snow, we hope this comes true.  
If it snows, we hope you have fun playing and making snowmen!  

 
 
 
 
 



From all of Y3, we wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year 
f) Y4 
We are going to end the term and the year by celebrating the magic of Christmas together. We have been learning three jolly 
carols to sing for you, to wish our Greenside families a very Merry Christmas and a safe and wonderful New Year. Y4 hopes 
that the New Year is full of excitement and joy, and we are looking forward to seeing our garden come back to life. In our 
hearts, we wish you a jolly good Christmas.  
 
g) Y5 
Now that it's December, we studied how Christmas is celebrated around the world. In Norway, Christmas is celebrated by 
hiding broom sticks. In Japan, KFC is the meal of the season, mmmmm! Columbians decorate their homes with candles and 
roses and in Austria, a character called Krampus runs the streets frightening naughty children! But at Greenside, we celebrate 
together. We share Christmas dinner, sing carols and even though we are from different religions, we make sure we all have a 
good time. Merry Christmas Everyone! 
 
h) Y6 
As we reach the end of term Y6 wish to send lots of happiness to our community. 
We have worked hard as a team with no fighting – just happiness and teamwork. We used the experience our Greenside film 
experience to inspire us in our writing - Happy Christmas everyone --- Shyla 
To all families, parents and carers – Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! --- Amir 
I hope you have the best holiday and Christmas. --- Rozhin 
 

 

15. Special Feature - 5 Great Moments from our Films 
 
As we wave goodbye to our autumn term films in true review style we have asked our students and Teachers to share  
5 Great Moments!  
 
5 Great Moments from Nursery - The Lorax 
1. "I like the marshmallows!" -Azaan 
2. "I like the moustache on The Lorax!" -Robert 
3. "The Lorax speaks for the trees!" -Isaac 
4. "The Once-ler chops down the tree." -Khadija 
5. "The fish can sing!" -Piper 
 
5 Great Moments from Reception - The Lorax 
1. Watching trees that can talk 
2. Enjoying a film together and talking about the ending 
3. Animals and creatures that can sing 
4. The amazing colours in the film 
5. Learning lots of facts about trees from our film. 
 
5 Great Moments from Y1 - The NeverEnding Story 
The moment we see Falcor for the first time! 
“THE FLUFFY DRAGON IS COMING!” 
  

 
 
 
 
 



  
  
When Artax sunk in the Swamp of Sadness 
“It was so sad. We cried a lot, but it’s ok because in life the horse is still alive” 

 
When the Ancient One sneezes all over Artreyu lots of times. 
“The Ancient one is so rude. He will not tell Artreyu where the cure is.” 
 

  
When the Rockbiter meets the Night Hob, Teeny Weeny, Racing Snail and the Sleepy bat. They all talk about the dangerous 
Nothing that is coming over Fantasia. 
 

 
The Southern Oracle Challenge. You have to be brave and believe in yourself to past through the gates. 
“I watched it through my fingers” 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 

5 Great Moments from Y2 - Narnia 
1. Armour STEM (picture) 
2. African drum workshop (picture) 
3. Trip to Natural History Museum Mammals gallery (picture) 
4. Shape Workshop (picture) 
5. Potion making; “I loved making the White Witch’s potions, it was so cool!” - Malika  
 
5 Great Moments from Y3 - The Railway Children 
1.       Turning our classroom into a shop to learn about money and using our addition and subtraction skills. We were shopping 
for a gift for mother’s birthday and we had to work out the change we would receive, and how many items we could afford. Miya 
stated ‘I liked learning about how to describe using the gifts in front of us, and it was fun being a shopkeeper!’ 
2.       Having a class debate about issues and situations from the Railway Children – we were able to learn all about the world 
of debating and think about how there are two sides to each story, for example, we decided the Railway Children were right to 
contact the old man, as mother was very ill. All the children voted ‘For’ for this motion.  
3.       Learning all about steam engines through the film and the positive and negative reactions from the public at the time. We 
realised some of the children in the past did not like the steam train, with all the dirt and noise! We used our learning from our 
school trip to think about the size of the steam engine and how it must have felt seeing it for the first time. 
4.       We have learnt how to draw a steam engine using charcoal and different materials. Ms Webber gave us a fantastic 
session on how to show our artistic skills off in the classroom, and we identified 3D shapes we could see in the steam engine. 
Such fun! They are all displayed in our classroom, come and see our fantastic work! 
5.       Thinking about how the Railway Children moved from the City to the Countryside has made us all reflect on how we deal 
with change. The Children had to learn how to cope in a new situation and we discussed how changes make us feel. This 
helped our writing, when we were explaining to Mother how the Railway Children would have felt by using adjectives to 
describe our feelings. 

5 Great Moment from Y4 - Miss Potter 
1. Our trip to Buckingham Palace 
2. The fabulous water colours inspired by all Beatrix's illustrations 
3. Writing our own tales of Peter Rabbit and friends 
4. Our STEM learning in the garden and preparing it for the winter period.  
5. Eating scones with cream and jam - just like Miss Potter! 
 
5 Great Moments from Y5 - Star Jam 
1. When Ayobami played Michael Jordan in the film sharing play 
2. When we went to Westfield and surveyed people 
3. When we wore Ms Croucher's basketball singlet and took pictures 
4. When we had to argue whether TV is good or bad for young people 
5. When we got to go out and play basketball for Big Write 
 
5 Great Moments from Y6 - The Truman Show  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

16. A Message from Claire Davis 
 
To the wonderful Greenside Community, 
How do I begin to thank you all for looking after me during my two years as a teacher at Greenside. What a journey it has been! 
From Y6 and our spectacular Madagascar production, to working in Y3 and now Y4, developing our very own Greenside 
vegetable garden and the amazing Film Crew experiences along the way. I feel I have been able to teach and get to know every 
one of our Greenside students and meet the majority of our families, which I will always treasure. It is a big thing to pack up and 
move to the other side of the world, but you all took me in with open arms and made me a part of your wonderful community.  
My experience here is something I will treasure forever.  
Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year, 
Claire Davis  
 
Have a wonderful future Claire and come back and visit soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. Home Learning Challenge 
 
As we approach the holiday our Learning Challenge dove tails beautifully with pleasure & leisure. 
We would like all of our students to read as many books as possible over the vacation and just capture their feelings/ responses 
to the book in 1 wonderful sentence! A Home Learning Challenge that I shall enjoy myself! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

18. Calendar - Dates for your Diary  

 
Week 7   
Monday 10th December All Week Data Capture 2 - Test & Assessments 
Monday 10th December All Week GGL Good Chance fund raising hour (each class) 
Wednesday 12th December All Day GGL Good Chance Non-Uniform Day (Dress cosy!) 
Wednesday 12th December All Day Y4 Trip - Hampstead Heath 
Wednesday 12th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes for Good Chance 
Thursday 13th December 2.30pm & 

3.35pm 
Public Event - Premiere of Greenside Shakespeare Films  
There will be 2 screenings. 

   
Week 8   
Monday 17th December 2.00pm KS1 & KS2 - Christmas at Greenside 
Tuesday 18th December 2.00pm EYFS Nativity 
Wednesday 19th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 20th December All Day Christmas Message Newsletter 
Thursday 20th December 3.30pm End of Term - Happy Christmas Holiday Everyone! 
   
Spring Term ‘19   
Week 1   
Wednesday 2nd January All Day Staff CPD Day  
Thursday 3rd January 8.55am Students return to Greenside! Welcome back & Happy New Year! 
   
Week 2   
Tuesday 8th January All Day Y4 London Maths Trip 
Wednesday 9th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
   

 
Happy Christmas and wishing you all a wonderful 2019. 
 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 






