
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
Green Stage, Theatre in the Summer Term 2018 

 
STAR Day Planning: Summer 2 - 2018             Y6 Class Teacher: Georgina Webber 
 
Class Film Text:        Shrek                                              Class Book/ Text: Fairy Tales 

 

WEEK 1 THEME:  Shrek! 

Monday 4th June - Wednesday 6th June 

Learning Experiences: 
Immersion into our new film that we are using for our end of year 
leaver’s play: Shrek! Once upon a time, in a far away swamp, there 
lived an ogre named Shrek whose precious solitude is suddenly 
shattered by an invasion of annoying fairy tale characters. They were 
all banished from their kingdom by the evil Lord Farquaad. 
Determined to save their home -- not to mention his -- Shrek cuts a 
deal with Farquaad and sets out to rescue Princess Fiona to be 
Farquaad's bride. Rescuing the Princess may be small compared to 
her deep, dark secret …. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Who is Shrek? Where is it set? What are the traditional fairy tale 
stories that lie within this film? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: Our focus will be on familiarisation with the film. Who is ___ 
and what is the story she has to tell? What are the main themes in 
the film? We will also look at the musical aspects of this film to 
discuss how the film uses different techniques to portray aspects of 
the story. 
They explore the impact of music on the scenes by analysing 
particular scenes using the ‘sound on picture off’ technique. What 
can they establish is happening? How does the music influence the 
pace of the scene or the emotions? Which sounds are diegetic and 
non-diegetic? How do you know? Students then produce a written 
analysis of the sound in the film and it’s impact on both the viewer 
and the action.  
 

Skills: 

 
  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 
form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what Students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 

● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their   

task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
 



Let’s get dancing! Students begin to create their own choreography 
for the songs in the film for the play. Students are split into groups 
and each given a song to develop some choreography for. They 
need to consider the speed, melody and lyrical content of the song. 
How can this translate into a whole class performance? Will 
everyone be doing the same thing? What will different characters be 
doing? 
 
Students turn the classroom into Far Far Away- Students will work in 
groups to develop different artistic elements to transform the 
classroom. We will create large scale lettering, swamp and forest 
scenes, filled with characters from the film. 
 
Rehearsals: Students will have time to rehearse their scenes for the 
play ready for the final auditions as well as suggest/write additional 
scenes for us as our play develops. 
 
Auditions! - students will formally audition for their parts in the play. 

 
 
 
 

 

Friday 8th June   

Learning Experiences: 
Singing Rehearsals: Students rehearse and perform the song from 
this week as a whole group including finalising choreography. We 
film the performance and analyse it as a group, with students noting 
areas for improvement and how relevant the choreography is. 
 
Friday Big Write  
We will create our own fairy tale based on one of the characters from 
the film. This week we will introduce our character. 
 
PE/ Sports: Handball – this week there will be a focus on defensive 
tactics. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what Students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action using a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 2 THEME:  Far Far Away 

Monday 11th June – Wednesday 13th June  

Learning Experiences: This week we will explore the different 
characters that appear in the film and the role that each one of them 
plays in the developing story.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How have all these characters from traditional tales found their way 

Skills:



into this film? What characteristics do they have and what does this 
bring to the story? Are they acting the same way as they do in their 
own fairy tale? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:  
Shrek research project: the characters of Far Far Away 
Students will out together a research project on each of the characters 
from the film, finding out what their original story is, who wrote it, what 
tradition is the story from. Students will then work collaboratively in 
pairs to create information reports on the characters that star in the 
movie. These will be displayed around the classroom in poster form. 
Students will also draw their characters on A3 using different media to 
build on the classroom immersive display. 
 
STEM:  
We will create sets from the film using the land of Far Far Away as our 
inspiration. They will calculate the actual measurements of their set by 
exploring the concept of scale. Students will use their iPads to 
document the process and note the activity of the day, the challenges 
they faced and how they used their world ready skills to overcome 
them. We will also use the characters from the film to inspire our 
STEM project based on the science of animals and humans. We will 
explore the main body parts and internal organs (skeletal, muscular 
and digestive system) and ask questions that help us to understand 
how the circulatory system enables the body to function. 
 
Rehearsals: Students will have time to rehearse their scenes for the 
play. 

 
 

  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 

where necessary 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs 
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 
● calculate and interpret the mean as an average 
● solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing 

values can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts 
● solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or 

can be found 
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities  

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately  

● identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and 
describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood 

● recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their 
bodies function 

● describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within 
animals, including humans         

Friday 15th June   Sports Day 

  

 

WEEK 3 THEME:   Fairy Tale Castles  (Thursday and Friday are CPD days) 



Monday 18th June – Wednesday 20th June   

Learning Experiences: In his pursuit of perfection, Farquaad attempts 
to rid his Kingdom of Fairy Tale creatures, offering a bounty for their 
capture and then exiling imprisoned creatures to Shrek's swamp. 
However, because Farquaad is not of royal stock, he cannot become a 
king until he marries a princess. He decides that Princess Fiona can 
be the perfect wife and queen, but she first must be rescued from her 
tower which is guarded by a fire-breathing dragon. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Why is Princess Fiona locked away in the tower? What are the 
conditions for rescuing her? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:  
Shrek research project: Fairy tale castles. 
We will look at the role castles and dragons have played in fairy tales 
over the years. Students will then work collaboratively in pairs to create 
information reports on these fairy tale castles and the dragons that 
often guard them. These will be displayed around the classroom in 
poster form. Students will also draw their dragons and create artistic 
depictions of their castles using different media to build on the 
classroom immersive display. 
 
STEM:  
This week we will look at creating a plan for their castles and begin the 
construction of their fairy tale castles. They use a range of materials, 
tools and techniques to create the castle as per their original plans. At 
the end of the session, they write an action plan for what they need to 
do next and what the challenges and changes are they might need to 
make based on their experiences from the day.  Students record the 
process on their iPads with notes on the day’s progress and 
challenges.   
 
 
Rehearsals: Students will have time to rehearse their scenes for the 
play 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

or with an implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun  
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing 
values can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts 

● solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or 
can be found 

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 

construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities  

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately  

● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for the 

task        
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
●  
 

 
 

 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Lights, Camera, Animation! 



Monday 25th June  – Wednesday 27th June 

Learning Experiences: This week we will look at the technical 
aspects of the film and how animation has become such a developed 
art form.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How many shots make up a sequence of animated film? How is 
lighting used in animation?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English:  
Shrek research project: Animation 
During this week we will explore the genre of animation and find how 
what was involved in making this incredible piece of cinema. Students 
will research the history of animation from its beginnings to its highly 
developed present. They will work collaboratively in small groups to 
take a section of the film, create the artwork, write the script, 
storyboard the action, record the voiceovers and create the animation 
using the imotion app on their ipads. We will then put these together to 
create our own animated version of Shrek.  
 
STEM:  
To complement our animation work this week we will also explore the 
concept of light - how it is used in film making and in live theatre to add 
value to the performance. We will explore the way that light behaves, 
through light sources, reflection and shadows and then decide how 
best to light our own set. We will investigate the relationship between 
light sources, objects and shadows by using shadow puppets. We will 
develop the idea that light appears to travel in straight lines to explain 
how it works. We will also extend our experience of light by looking at 
the phenomena of rainbows – an essential part of any good fairy tale! 
 
Rehearsals continue – students must now be off script! 
 
 

Skills: 

 
●   selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● creating atmosphere to advance the action 
● identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice. 
● subordinate clauses and conjunctions. Subordination using when, if, that and 

because. 
● extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
● recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines 
● use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are seen 

because they give out or reflect light into the eye 
● explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our eyes 

or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes 
● use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows have 

the same shape as the objects that cast them 
 
 

Friday 29th June 

Learning Experiences: 
Singing Rehearsals: Students rehearse and perform the song from this 
week as a whole group including finalising choreography. We film the 
performance and analyse it as a group, with students noting areas for 
improvement and how relevant the choreography is.  
 
Big Write: We will continue with our own fairy tales, this week looking 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what Students have read, listened to or seen performed 



at incorporating a fabulous setting as the stories develop.  
 
PE/ Sports:  Handball – this week we will focus on positions across 
the pitch.  

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 5 THEME: Happy Ever After 

Monday 2nd July – Wednesday 4th July 

Learning Experiences:  
This week we will explore the ending of our film where Shrek interrupts 
the wedding before Farquaad can kiss Fiona. He tells her that 
Farquaad is not her true love and is only marrying her to become king. 
The sun sets, which turns Fiona into an ogre in front of everyone in the 
church. Eventually good overcomes evil and Shrek and Fiona profess 
their love and share a kiss. They marry in the swamp and live happily 
ever after. 
 

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Does every fairy tale have a happy ever after? Why does Princess 
Fiona stay an ogre when the spell is broken? 
 
English & STEM:  
  
We will look at endings of all the different fairy tales incorporated into 
this film and see how the ending of Shrek compares/differs. We will 
write some alternative endings to Shrek. What if Shrek had not made it 
to the castle and Farquaad married Fiona? What if the dragon had not 
taken a shine to Donkey and eaten him instead? What if ….  
After the wedding takes place in the swamp, the fairy tale characters 
all get together to have a Karaoke dance party. We will plan our own 
version of this as we bring all of our characters from the play together 
to celebrate.  
 
Students will create final elements required for the play: Ticket 
designs, program designs and content, promo posters, decorating the 
school etc. 
 

Skills: 

 
  
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and 
tables to structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough 
vocab and grammatical structures 

 

Friday 6th July 

Learning Experiences: 
Final Rehearsals: We film the performance and analyse it as a group, 
with students noting areas for improvement and how compelling the 
performance is. 
 
Big Write: We will continue with our own fairy tales, this week looking 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 



at the happy ever after concept. Will our stories have a traditional fairy 
tale ending?  
 
PE/ Sports:  Handball – this week we will focus on the tactics, 
positions and skills involved in an attacking move. 

settings in what Students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 
 

WEEK 6 THEME:  Performance Week 

Monday 9th July – Wednesday 11th July    

Learning Experiences: 
 
Mon - Students take the opportunity to present their Shrek projects to 
other classes focusing on their speaking and listening skills. They will 
choose one section of their research to present. 
 
Tues – Final rehearsals. Students spend time finalising their scenes 
and songs ready for performances later in the week.  
 
Wed – Students prepare and deliver a full dress performance for the 
whole school followed by a family garden tea party afterwards. 
 
Class reflect on the whole school performance and consider what 
needs to be improved before the big evening performance. Students 
work in groups to improve their scenes, with time spent as a whole 
group refining the songs.  

Skills: 

 
● listen and respond appropriately to their peers 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different 

purposes 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, 

staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 

improvisations and debates 
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

 

Friday 13th July 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Graduation day messages: Students write their messages for the 
Graduation Day ceremony. They consider their time here at 
Greenside, what it has meant to them, special moments and memories 
etc.  
 
Big Write: Shrek Review 
Students write a magazine review of their play. What was good about 
it? Why should people come and see it? Who would like it? Particular 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what Students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 



performances, the costumes, the props and backgrounds etc. 
  
PE/ Sports:  Handball – we will focus on passing and intercepting. 
 
 

advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

WEEK 7 THEME:  Time To Say Goodbye! 

Monday 16th July – Friday 20th July    

Learning Experiences: 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 

 Monday is Crew Day and Green Stage Performance of The 
Wizard of Oz 

 Reception, Y2 & Y6 Graduations 

 End of year parties 
 

 
Graduation Ceremony - students finalise their preparations for the 
ceremony and then take part in the ceremony with the whole school 
and parents/ carers attending.  
 
Students write a story with themselves and their reception buddy as 
the characters and share them with their buddies in their final session 
together. They create an actual book of the story including illustrations 
and present it as a leaving gift for their buddies.  
 

Skills: 

 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● describing characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey 

character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


