
 

 
Issue: 16 

Breaking Boundaries 
Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

  
Date: Friday 22nd June 2018  

 
Dear Marwan  
 
Today you are in all of our thoughts. We have been feeling sad and have been struggling at losing you from Greenside 
and from our community this week. We feel like we have lost a little part of our world. Our sadness will stay with us 
forever just as you will stay in our hearts. 
We have started to find a way to share our memories of you and the magical moments so many of us shared with you 
over the years you spent at Greenside. 
 
Students in Y5 learnt alongside you for so long, you were part of the team, part of the very being of the class. 
They recall so many games you enjoyed together, the pranks and tricks you liked to play, the many times when you 
made the class laugh and smile, catching them by surprise, reminding us all of the fun of being young, of having 
adventures and fun with friends. 
 
We watched you grow as a learner, first a small shy boy finding his own way through to the smart, amusing young man 
who made such academic progress this year making us all proud of his efforts and resilience. 
Our students in other year groups worked with you in Film Crews, in Specialisms and PE - we all knew you Marwan 
and will miss you so. You showed kindness to younger students and supported them when they needed an arm around 
their shoulders or help with work. We now show that kindness to each other as we recall these stories. 
Memories of you in ‘The Tempest’, or the 1st day you arrived in your new glasses. Memories of how you ‘fitted in’ 
without fuss but held your own special place within the crowd. 
 
As the day, months and years unravel ahead you will often be in our thoughts and always in our hearts. 
You will also be a part of our community and you will always be a Greenside Boy. 
We send you all our love, always. 
KBS and Everyone at Greenside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
We have made the decision to publish a Newsletter this week to give us a chance to share a special message for 
Marwan. Sharing some simple Greenside news will also help us all to ‘keep going’ at this difficult time. 
 
Thank you to all our families for their work and support with us over the week - just being together has helped us all. 
Our message at the moment is please keep in close contact with us if you feel at any point your daughter/ son needs 
any support in the coming days, weeks and months - especially students in Y5 and other close friends of Marwan. We 
are able to access lots of different types of support and you just need to pop in, call or email us to make contact. 
We have also included a document recommended by our support services that may be helpful at home. 
 
Over the coming weeks we will be remembering Marwan and celebrating his life and time with us in different ways. 
At this point please be aware that there is a condolences book in the Foyer area that will be open next week. 
On Wednesday we will be holding a special Eid Tea & Cakes with memories and a collection for Marwan’s family. 
On Friday 29th June our students will be invited to dress as a profession they would like to be when they are older. 
This is a charity event organized by Safa (Y5) and Mary (Y3) and will be a beacon of hope in Marwan’s memory. 
Students are asked to donate £1 as they symbolise their dreams in a item of clothing or an accessory. 
On Monday we will light a candle and hold a special moments silence in respect and joyful memory too. 
 
We would also like to respectfully share some other Greenside news today, in a shorter Newsletter than usual, as we 
gratefully cherish our students. 
 
Wishing you all a peaceful weekend and week ahead. 
 
 

1.. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside Community, 
This week's tragic accident involving our wonderful Y5 student Marwan is something that nobody should ever have 
to face. At times of such devastation, all we can do is pull together to help each other, offer a shoulder to cry on, an 
arm to lean on and the time to listen, even if we don't have all the answers. Never more has the idea of our school 
being a genuine community been more important but also so clear to see. The reaction of our school community, our 
students and staff have made me incredibly proud during a difficult week. Our hearts go out to the families involved. 
You'll always be with us Marwan.  
 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



2. Theatre Crew Update - Summer Term ‘18 
 
Our Film Crew learning and production of The Wizard Of Oz  continues down that Green Brick Road of magic! 
 
In Crew 1 we have been rehearsing our songs for The Wizard of Oz.  We are in a lucky position as our scene is made up of 
music mostly. Including the wonderful Ding Dong The Witch is Dead! Students have been working as a class and in small 
groups to learn the words and to sing clearly and confidently, some of the lines are like tricky tongue twisters! We have 
started rehearsing our scene with all our characters. We have got the pleasure of showing off Munchkin Land. This has been 
a great opportunity to get creative and get stuck into making some Munchkin props and costumes. We are very excited to 
bring the singing and the acting together to create a spectacular show! 
 
In Crew 2, as part of our ‘Wizard of Oz  backing track task’ we looked at how you can make musical notation from anything - 
even your favourite breakfast items! Using themes from each of our scenes (witches castle, the gates of oz and Kansas) we 
created symbols to show the sounds such as lions roar and tin man's clunk, and repetition where the whole group came 
together to make a rhythmic piec and each individual sound created a musical picture of the place. KS2 students created 
musical videos interpreting the lyrics to Somewhere over the Rainbow  - karaoke versions where the had to find a way of 
depicting the lyrics and adding the music at the right rhythm and speed to match up with the words! 
 
Crew 3 - ‘Somewhere over the rainbow, bluebirds fly.’ This song has been our inspiration this week. We have been learning 
the different variations of the song from Judy Garland to Israel Kamakawiwo’ole’s version. We will let you decide which 
version you like best! 
 
Crew 4 have continued to explore the role of music in our performance, listening to lyrics in songs that we believe will work 
as dance numbers.  
We are also preparing to learn the lyrics to the traditional Wizard of Oz  songs, starting to investigate how music is put 
together as well as being able to read music. Watch this space! 
 
Each week Crew 5 begin their day with a ‘guess the musical’ task which has introduced the students to lots of different styles 
of music from musical theatre.  
Our scene from The Wizard of Oz  will feature some very surprising remixed tracks that will please both the young and more 
mature members of the audience along with amazing choreography! 
 

 

3. Making Memories - Class Photos on Monday! 
 
On Monday 25th June we will be making memories and capturing our current class in their class photograph day!  
Please make sure that your daughter/ son comes to school dressed in their ‘perfect’ Greenside uniform and with their 
cheesiest smile ready to go. We will support Y5 through this moment. Our students will be given a proof card with the details 
of the photographer's website where all orders can be made and paid should you wish to do so. 
 

 

 

 



4. Sharing Recent Events - Sports Day 2018 
The Great Greenside Sports Day Games 
 

“The sun was shining on Ravenscourt Park last week for the GGG, an arena of team spirit, outstanding athletic skills and 
healthy competition. All students from Nursery through to Y6 had a fabulous time competing against each other in these 
friendly games. They have now become expert at how to balance an egg on a spoon whilst running as fast as Usain Bolt 
himself. The spirit of sportspersonship reigned throughout the day and ultimately sport was the winner! A special mention 
must go to the winners of our fiercely contested parent/ carer races—Candy and Matthew who showed us what the term 
‘as fast as lightning’ actually looks like!” 
Ms Webber.  

 

 

 



 

5. Parent/ Carer Events & Updates 
 

a) Greenside Summer Village Show 2018 
Only 2 weeks to go until our Summer Village Show on 7th July! 

 
But there is still time to get involved…. 
 
DECORATE AND FILL a jolly jar, for the kid’s tombola: 
Pop some fun items – lego, marbles, hair bobbles, craft materials, sweeties, small toys etc – into a jar, and decorate the outside! 
BRING a bottle or gift for the adult tombola 
DONATE unwanted toys, books, CDs or DVDs 
BAKE (or buy!) a cake for the stall 
COOK something delicious for the Bring-A-Dish stall 
HELP run a stall on Saturday 7th or set up on Friday 6th 
ENTER for one of our great kid or adult competitions 
 
Please sign up to help on a stall on the sheet outside the hall at the bottom of the slope, or let your class rep know. 
Non-perishable donations can be brought into school from w/c 2nd July, and left in the Food room. Competition entries and food 
donations can be brought in on the morning of 7th July and set up in the hall before midday. 
 
We are looking forward to everyone being involved - it promises to be a great event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Cyber Tea & Cakes 
A report from Mr Yeats: “Tea and cakes took a cyber approach last week to raise the awareness of online safety. There were 
videos playing providing advice on on things such as: setting parental controls, who to report issues to, key signs to look out 
for, cyberbullying, social media age limits and online gaming problems. We saw students going head to head on Times Table 
Rockstars and over 200 leaflets handed out by our wonderful Digital Leaders. We are all part of the cyber world these days, 
so let's all make sure we're enjoying it in the safest way possible.  
For more info, check our website, CEOP website or send me an email.” 
 
c) Filming at Greenside! 
We have been lucky enough to be approached by a filming company who wanted to use our beautiful school and wonderful 
students to film an electrical safety film. This Friday, a group of students will be in front of the cameras helping to keep the 
world safe from electrical dangers. Once again, Greenside students are not only the stars but are saving the world too! 
 
d) Phonics 
Y1 Phonics Screening Check? What Year One Phonics Screen Check?  
No check was needed for these clever Y1 Greenside students as they were absolutely amazing! Ms. Williams and Ms. 
Vandepas cannot be more proud of how fantastic these students were at sounding out their words using the phonics skills 
taught. Well done to everyone! 

 

 

 



6. Sharing our Learning 
 
This week we want to share a little about our Maths and Music fun! 
 
a) Nursery - Shopping in Shepherd’s Bush 
There has been lots of excitement and enjoyment over the last couple of weeks as our Nursery students 
have been so ‘World Ready’ when they prepared for a trip to the local shops to buy fruit and food inspired 
by Handa’s Surprise. They carefully gathered their shopping lists, bags and money and set for a real life 
experience! 
 
b) Reception Music Learning 
Abubakr: After reading the story "Handa's Surprise" and learning more about African culture, Abubakr 
experimented with the African drum in the learning garden. "I've got the basket on my head just like 
Handa!" says Abubakr. 
 
Maths Learning 
This week in Reception the students have been exploring measurement. As part of a STEM project 
related to our film Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs,  they created blueprints in which they were able to 
carefully design their machines with thorough plans before building and constructing them. Max used a 
ruler to measure the length and height of his machine. 
 
 
STAR Day Learning 
Rafe explains, "First, you drop ice into the bottle. Second, the ice goes into the machine. Then, it turns the 
ice into snow. Finally, the snow comes out, goes into outer space, and falls from the sky. I designed the 
machine after watching our film Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs ." 
 
c) Y1 in New York City 
This week in our film, Giselle finds herself thrown into New York City, into a world that is much different 
from her home of Andalasia. She becomes very confused and does not know what to do. We too can 
sometimes be confused in Y1, and something that we find confusing is place value. This week we played many different 
games all about place value! This one was our favourite. It is called Make 100! We had to roll a dice, and use the dienes to 
create numbers to 100. It was definitely fun! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Olympic Stadium - fit for a hero! 
In Y2 we have been helping one of our film characters – Phil the Satyr – to design an Olympic stadium fit for heroes. We 
have been using our measuring skills to create the perimeter and distance between each event using a ruler and our 
knowledge of 2D shapes to represent different Olympic events. We then used our multiplication skills to enlarge our stadium 
by 2 or 3 times. This created discussion around ratio and proportion. In our STEM groups we have been investigating the 
operation of multiplication and then solving tricky word problems using arrays or mental strategies. 
 
e) Bakers in the Woods 
Over the last week Y3 have been revisiting fractions with the help of the bakers from Into the Woods . We had a list of all of 
the baked goods that the bakers had to sell and we had to help Mr Baker serve his customers who were all asking for 
specific fractions of the items. In order to do this we made use of our division and multiplication skills, practising using our 
written methods in order to show our working - our brains were bursting! 
 
 

 

 



 
f) A garden and a beanstalk 
In their STAR days this week Y4 went into the Greenside Garden - posing as Jack and the Beanstalk’s garden - to find and 
pull up the biggest weed - to allow Jack’s magic beans to grow just like the beanstalk in our film Into The Woods . They then 
measured each weed accurately, converting between meters and centimetres, millimetres and even miles. They planted a 
bean ready to nurture and measure its growth during our final weeks. They also used their STEM skills to design and make a 
parachute that could safely drop an golden egg of varying weights from the top of the beanstalk, measuring the weights of 
different eggs and converting between units. They had an egg-scellent week! 
 
Using the new Maths resources to play build-a-cube! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
g) Greenside Film Factory v Hogwarts School! 
Y5 have been linking all of their Maths to their STEM project this week - building a model of Hogwarts School. They have 
consolidated their knowledge of angles and how to calculate angles on a straight line. They used this to find their way 
through a map of the school. Next, students are moving on to finding the area & perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes to 
help plan out the rest of their buildings. We have used our Maths skills and creativity! 
 
Iris & Mya making their Harry Potter trap door. 
 
 

 
 

 

 



7. Student Stars at Greenside 
In a tricky Greenside week it would have been possible and justified to nominate everyone. We have decided to recognise the 
following achievements this week - well done to them all. Our special Stars of the Week are Iqlaas and Caleb for special 
learning - congratulations! 
 
Ghali for his kindness and enthusiasm in the classroom (Nursery) 
Lavin for her discussions about books (Nursery) 
 
Aliyah for excelling in phonics and moving up to Phase 4 (Reception) 
Martina for working cooperatively in her STEM group (Reception) 
 
Amelia for working so hard on her letter formation (Y1) 
Fiona and Henry for using an ellipsis in their twisted fairy tale to create suspense (Y1) 
 
Iqlass for showing off how much she has learnt this week in a beautiful piece of writing about how much she enjoyed her Eid 
Celebrations (Y2) 
Joe for showing great maturity and kindness in a STEM lesson by helping others around him that were finding it tricky (Y2) 
 
Atia for creating an amazing piece of independent writing and for such an incredible performance on sports day (Y3) 
Maddie, for really focusing on improving her Maths skills (Y3) 
Well done girls! 
 
Archie for his work with his parachute and perseverance (Y4) 
Caleb for his exceptional fractured fairytale writing (Y4) 

All Y5 students in the class are Stars of the Week. They have been incredibly thoughtful and brave during a very difficult 
week - we are proud of all of you! 

Amber for stepping up into the lead as our Shrek (Y6) 
Owais for taking over the backstage lead for our production (Y6) 

 

8. Yoga at Greenside 
By Mikail 

Each Friday at PE we have a special yoga lesson for a group of students.  The teacher is Ben or sometimes, Barb. Ben or Barb 
teach around 30 students, 15 people in group 1 and 15 people in group 2 every Friday for about 40 minutes. Once we arrive 
at  yoga, Ben or Barb normally start the session by saying ‘Namaste’ while we wait for everyone to come in. When everybody 
is there, we start to go through the different yoga poses such as: cobra, mountain, tree, eagle, down facing dog, warrior 1 and 
my favourite – the crow! At the end, we all say ‘I hope you have a good weekend’ and then help to put away the mats.  

I really like yoga because it’s fun and helps you stay relaxed if you’re frustrated. It helps you calm down and it stretches your 
muscles. After I’ve finished my yoga I feel happy. I would recommend it to anyone. Give it a go, give it a try and enjoy! 

 

9. A Message from the Greenside SENCo 
 
Reading 
The reading skills of our students at Greenside are very strong. The recent excellent Key stage 1 English and phonic screening 
test results are a testament to this.  Well done Y1 and 2. 
 
The teaching and support staff dedicate a great amount of their time delivering daily Phonics in (key stage 1), individual, paired 
and small group reading opportunities, throughout  the whole of Greenside, which are an integral part of their learning.  
The aim is to encourage reading accuracy, fluency, comprehension and most importantly a sense of purpose and enjoyment of 
what they read.  Some students take slightly longer to grasp the required skills to start and become fluent readers.  For these 
identified students, extra interventions  and support, such as individual reading with a volunteer/teacher/LSA, extra phonics 
sessions in a small group and additional small group reading support with their teacher of support staff. 

 

 



 
For students who continue to struggle, regular reading comprehension assessments are carried out to identify and monitor  if 
there is an additional learning need underlying and preventing progress in their reading.  
 
In administering these tests my findings have highlighted that we have a selection of students who appear to be good readers 
(they can decode familiar and unfamiliar words) but have very limited understanding of what they read. Common features of this 
are as follows: 

● Text too difficult so the student loses the meaning because they are overly focused on decoding the words. 
● Reading too fast and missing some  punctuation- which can alter the meaning of what they read 
● Ignoring punctuation completely- resulting in starting a sentence in the middle of another sentence, which results in 

totally losing sense of what they read 
 
How can parents/ carers help with their daughter/ son’s reading? 
 
If your child is is not a member of the local library, enroll them, they contain vast selection of fiction (story) and Non-fiction 
(information/interest) books. 
 
Read books regularly with your daughter/ son to encourage positivity and enjoyment in reading.  This can be done in different 
ways to support a child who finds reading difficult.  

● Share the reading for very young children - parents/ carers takes it in turn to read alternate sentences- this may be 
alternate pages in a simple book, as the text becomes more difficult and for older students - read alternate paragraphs 
or pages.  By doing this your child is given a chance to follow and understand what they are reading.  

● Make them aware of punctuation- full stops end of that sentence, comma just a short pause/breath. Play with the voices 
of characters when speech marks are used 

● Ask your daughter/ son questions about what they have read, ask how do you know this- can you show me where it is 
in the story/text? (this can be done during and/or at the end of the story),  be careful- over doing this can turn off the 
reluctant reader even greater!  

● Ask them to make predictions - what do you thinks is going to happen next?  
● Discuss characters - what kind of a character are they, do they remind you of anyone in another story or film etc.? 
● If your child has been asked to answer questions after reading a text, encourage them to read the sentence before and 

after the sentence they have found with a keyword- coloured highlighters are useful 
 
All of these strategies are being used by your daughter/ son’s teachers and support staff in their daily learning, if you use them 
consistently at home, you will be reinforcing these skill. 
 
Most importantly make reading an enjoyable activity, allow your child to choose what they like to read, comics, magazines, 
holiday brochures- topics that they are interested in.  The First News newspaper ( written for children) can be bought in your 
newsagent or supermarket) it covers current and world news in child friendly language and colour photos and images.  
 
With the summer break  quickly approaching, it is important to continue to read with your child during this time, 6 weeks is a 
long learning break for all students. 
 
I hope the above information is helpful. If you have any further concerns regarding your child’s reading progress, do come and 
talk with us all! 
Denise Hughes (SENCo) 

 

 

 



10. Nursery Trip 
 
Thanks to all the families who contributed some food to our sharing picnic last week. The students had an incredibly fun day in 
the sun, spotting ducks, playing World Cup, and sharing stories over food. Please go to our school Instagram page for more 
pictures and videos! 
 
 
 

 
 

11. CPD Day - STEM Learning 
Yesterday was our CPD Day 1 - we set our staff into groups and gave them a STEM Learning brief - they had to create a 
‘Catwalk Creation’ around a character from Shakespeare with just paper, glue and sellotape. 30 minutes later, after much 
competitiveness, competition and creative learning these were their amazing outcomes! We had a great catwalk parade to 
share the creations! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



  

 
 
 
12. Dates for your Diary 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
Calendar 

Summer Term 2 - 2018   
Week 4   
Monday 25th June All Day Y1 Trip to Fulham Palace 
Monday 25th June All Day Class Photographs  
Monday 25th June All Day Sept ‘18 Nursery Family Meetings  
Wednesday 27th June All Day  Student Leaders - ‘Schools to Market’ trip 
Wednesday 27th June 3.30pm Eid Tea & Cakes 
Friday 29th June All Day ‘Grow up Day’ and Greenside Dance Festival Competition 
Week 5   
Monday 2nd July All Day Y2 Trip 
Monday 2nd July All Day Y3 & Y4 Trip to Chiswick House 
Monday 2nd July All Day Sept ‘18 Reception Family Meetings  
Tuesday 3rd July AM or PM Y3 & Y4 Athletics - Burlington Danes 
Tuesday 3rd July All Day Brazilian Drumming Day! 
Wednesday 4th July All Day Y6 Secondary Transition Day 
Wednesday 4th July AM Reception - Trip to Pizza Express - Workshop 
Wednesday 4th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 6th July All Day Newsletter published 
Saturday 7th July All Day Greenside PSA Village Fair 
Week 6   
Monday 9th July All Week DC6 - Nursery, Y1, Y3, Y4 & Y5 students 
Monday 9th July AM GGL Dance Competition Final 
Monday 9th July AM Sept ‘18 Reception Family Induction Session 
Wednesday 11th July All Day Student Leaders - ‘Schools to Market’ workshop visit to Fulham 
Wednesday 11th July PM Y6 Leavers Play - Dress Rehearsal for Greenside students 
Wednesday 11th July PM Y6 Family Garden Tea Party 
Wednesday 11th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 12th July 7.00pm Y6 Leavers Play - public performance 
Friday 13th July PM Y6 to Hammersmith Academy - Race for Life 
Week 7   
Monday 16th July 9.00am  Reception Graduation Ceremony 
Monday 16th July 6.00pm Greenside performance - The Wizard of Oz - Follow the Green-Brick Road 
Tuesday 17th July 9.00am Y2 Graduation Ceremony 
Wednesday 18th July AM GGL Y6 Celebration Picnic 
Wednesday 18th July 3.30pm Final Tea & Cakes of the year! 
Thursday 19th July 9.00am Y6 Graduation Ceremony 
Thursday 19th July 3.30pm End of Year Reports sent home 
Friday 20th July All Day Newsletter published 
Friday 20th July 3.30pm End of the academic year - summer vacation begins! 
September 2018   
Monday 3rd Sept - Wednesday 5th Sept  Staff CPD Days 
Thursday 6th September 8.55am Term begins for all Greenside students - Y1 - Y6 

Reception students who were not in our Greenside Nursery Class 
New Nursery Students will be given individual start times 

Friday 7th September 8.55am Reception students who were in our Greenside Nursery Class 
Sending you all love and best wishes,  
 
 

Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

 

 



 

 

 



  

 

 


