
 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Here we are at the start of spring - daffodils and snow, sunshine and showers - my 1st challenge this morning was 
to break the British stereotype of being obsessed by the weather but as I sit here contemplating the prospect of 
Friday PE / Sports at Greenside visions of Nursery & Reception students tobogganing in the Learning Garden and 
Y1 and Y2 students seeing that level of snow for the 1st time a smile has come to my face. A week is a long time in 
London weather and the PE/ Sports today looks sure to go ahead with sunny moments! 
Thanks to everyone for braving the snow to come in last week and allowing us to share the fun of such a novelty 
with your daughters and sons. 
 
Yesterday morning our girls, female staff and many female family members shared an inspiring start to the day as 
we celebrated International Women’s Day. It was an occasion that made us so proud of our whole Greenside 
community and gave us a belief that our girls and the next generation of young women will change the world for 
the better and achieve so many wonderful things. Thank you so much to all those women who joined us and 
shared part of their story with such positivity, kindness and passion. As we said yesterday….we have so much to 
celebrate…..and so far to go! 
 
Robin Yeats and Daniel Mahara had an equally important morning with all of our boys talking about what it means 
to be a man and how they can make the world a better place too. 
Over the weekend we will put up our family photographs from the morning and some of the thoughts from the boys 
so please do take a look! 
 
Our Y6 students have had their initial offers of secondary places - a number have accepted a place in a school 
they are happy with which is good news. If you have any questions or queries about places and have not yet 
spoken with George Webber, Robin Yeats or me please do so next week. 
 
We had a lovely Science Crew Day yesterday - there was such a great range of learning going on - may we remind 
you that our Science Fair will take place on Monday 26th March when we will invite you to see our time ‘Inside the 
Science Lab’. 
We have 2 weeks and 4 days to go until the end of term and lots to achieve - we look forward to working with you 
over that period. 
 
Happy British spring time! 
Karen 

 
1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Dear Greenside community, 
 
Since our last newsletter, the joys of a downpour of snow have come and sadly gone. 
On the Wednesday morning of the first real blanket of snow, I was walking down the corridor at 7:15am and 
noticed 2 people in the playground. 'Why on earth are there two students here at this time?' i thought to myself. 
Only to discover that it was in actual fact, Miss Buchanan and Miss Davis enjoying the wonders of a snow filled 
playground. Not too many of those in Australia I suppose. 
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Well, if you can't beat them, join them! So myself and Mrs Webber headed down and we all enjoyed a sledging race 
down the grassy slopes! I guess the snow brings out the child in us all. It was so wonderful to see how much the  
students were entranced by the snow and how much fun they had playing in it together. And of course, every class 
took the opportunity to take advantage of it as inspiration for lots of fab learning experiences that week. By the time 
the weekend was over, the snow had melted away, the sun was shining and it felt like Spring was really here. 
 
The learning experiences that have been taking place since have also had the vibe of the new season to them. Y5 
have been planning, costing, cooking and writing about a BBQ hosted by Edward Scissorhands. Y1 had a party to 
celebrate their 100 days in school! So many families joined in the fun; be sure to check out Ms Vandepas' piece in 
this newsletter. 
 
We've also had the Y5/6 Local Authority swimming gala, the WE Day celebrations at Wembley and of course,      
International Women's Day, more on all those in this edition! Things are never dull here at Greenside - and that's 
why we all love it so much, maybe even more than a snowball fight! Maybe! 
 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 
 
2. Sharing Recent Events 
 
a) World Book Day 
Thursday 1st March - the snow was on the ground, the World was celebrating the joy of Books. 
At Greenside the students enjoyed a lively performance from a box of crayons that looked suspiciously like      
Greenside staff. Ms Davies reports: 
“The Day The Crayons Quit Greenside! 
What an extra colourful day last Thursday was at Greenside! In order to celebrate World Book Day, the teachers got 
together to dress up as a variety of coloured crayons from the gorgeous children's picture story book 'The Day The 
Crayons Quit' 
The text follows Duncan, a young boy who loves to colour but suddenly realises that his crayons are nowhere to be 
seen! All that he finds is a stack of letters addressed to him from the Crayons explaining that they have had enough 
and have a list of demands he needs to meet. Red is tired from being used too much for fire engines and Valentines 
day. yellow and orange are bluing over who is the true colour of the sun, beige is feeling beige, grey, green, blue and 
purple are tired and pink and peach are just longing to be coloured with! Oh the problems poor Duncan is faced with. 
In the end.. well you would have had to be at board meeting to find out! 
A wonderful day and an academy award winning performance from the staff at Greenside!” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Y1 - 100 Days Celebration 
What does the number 100 mean to you? To the Y1 students it means 100 days of school, 100 acts of kindness, and 
100 different ways to make the number 100. (Not to forget 100 years of voting!) 
Y1 had a wonderful time celebrating the number 100 and it was made even better as we were able to share it with 
our families. Thank you so much families for coming out and supporting our learning and sharing in the fun!  



c) Dr Lucy 
Last week EYFS were really fortunate to be visited by a very important member of our community, who has two   
incredibly important jobs. Dr Lucy is not only Imogen in Nursery's Mother but she is also a doctor in a hospital. She 
came and spoke to students in Nursery and Reception about what she does at the Imperial College Hospital and 
brought along all the different tools and equipment that she uses. We got to try out a stethoscope, a blood pressure 
monitor, and even learnt about what happens when we get germs on our hands. We loved talking to Dr Lucy about 
her job, and want to say a big thank you to her for coming to speak to us!   
 
3. Parent/ Carer Events 
 
a) Y2 Information Hour 
We had a really interesting session on Monday evening with a number of our Y2 parents/ carers sharing information 
about the end of Key Stage 1 Tests and Teacher Assessment and how all of that will work over the coming months. 
Thank you to those families who attended to hear from Ms Johnstone, Ms Vanderpas and from me. We have put the 
relevant writing exemplars etc on our website. Don’t forget to check in with Rebecca to see what you can do        
specifically to support your daughter/ son at home over the coming months. 
 
b) Y6 Information Hour 
Similarly it was good to see so many parents/ carers at the Y6 evening lat night. We had the opportunity to talk about 
the tests, what we will be doing to support students to be successful and what you can do at home. Ms. Webber 
gave out information about Easter Revision classes and about the Y6 Residential to Oxford. We are asking that all 
parents/ carers have checked in and spoken with George in the next week to ensure we have an individual learning 
and revision programme for each student. 
 
Future Events 
a) Year 2 trip to Holland Park 
Next week Y2 will be going on our class trip to Holland Park. We will be embarking on an Alien hunt. We have been 
captured by the kind nature of E.T. and realise that life on other planets may not be so scary at all. We will spend the 
lead up to our trip brushing up on our map reading skills along with maths problems to do with distance and time. We 
will be taking our measuring tapes and meter sticks with us to the park so we can measure any routes or evidence 
we may come across. And we think it is only fit that we create some camouflage, alien inspired headdress to take 
with us. Student will be working in STEM Groups, each child will take on a role and work as a team. Students will 
take an iPad per group to evidence their hunt and create a wonderful Picollage to share with others when we get 
back. We hope to find our very own E.T. or some traces of a spaceship! 
 
b) Link and Learn 
On Wednesday 14th of March, EYFS will be open to parents/ carers for a Maths Link and Learn morning. Letters 
have been sent with all the details, so please get back to your daughter/ son’s class teacher to confirm your time of 
visit before then. We very much look forward to you joining us. 
 
c) Y3 & Y4 Design Museum Trip 
Next week Y3 and Y4 are hoping to be able to attend some fantastic 3D printing workshops at the design museum in 
Kensington. Please support us in any way you can - make sure you attend our bake sales this coming Friday and 
Monday! We can't wait to go along and see the future of the world of inventing in action! 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 
 
Reading in Nursery 
Cozmo loves the book corner in Nursery and can often be found there looking at books and talking about stories or 
pictures. She reads books with her Papa every night before bed, and in Phonics lessons, is even beginning to be 
able to read simple words by herself. What a reading superstar! 
 
Reading in Reception 
This week Abubakr decided to shake things up with his "book buddy" Amber in Year 6. Usually he insists that she 
reads The Gruffalo to him, but this week he was extremely proud to read a book independently to Amber instead. 
Abubakr was able to use his phonic knowledge to sound out and read the different sentences from the story Pop! 
Well done Abu! 
 
Phonics 
How did you learn to read? Can you remember? In Key Stage 1 Phonics, we look at many different ways to decode 
words. We enjoy playing games such as Phonics Bingo, Phonics Tic Tac Toe and going on word hunts around the 
school. All of these activities, and more,encourage students to decode, segment and blend words in a fun and     
creative way and remind us that phonics is fun! 



 
Reading Trees at Greenside 
In Key Stage 1 our Reading Tree groups are thriving! Each week we eagerly open the books to see what new adven-
tures our characters will be going on. After we have read as a group, we look at answering questions that stimulate 
our thought and challenge our thinking and the way we see books. 
 
Y1 and 2 have Reading Tree sessions every week on a Tuesday. This is great because students can work in smaller 
groups and really unpick those key reading, comprehension and understanding skills needed. 
 
This term Y2 are focusing on our comprehension and “search and find” skills, these will help us to prepare for our 
end of year tests in a positive and encompassing way as well as our love for reading and progression in               
understanding various types of text. We have been selecting reading texts and comprehension questions and as a 
group reading together and eliciting understanding along with our “Test Top Tops”. We have been learning that our 
comprehension answers are within the text we have read and that we just need to slow down and search for our  
answers. We have had some great conversations about different texts and we have been asking each other      
questions to make sure we understand. Students across Y2 love to read and they are always keen to share the   
latest books they have read. 
 
In our Y3 Reading Tree sessions this half term we have been focusing on interpreting non-fiction texts, especially 
newspaper articles. We have read some fantastic articles about female scientists and their contributions to their   
respective fields, and this week we read a lively debate about whether or not idleness should be encouraged, about 
which we had very strong opinions! 
Each week we also try to spend some time reading books of our choice from the library, in order to foster a love of 
reading. You can see from these photos that our students really value this time. 

 
Y4 have been studying non fiction science and invention texts; looking at bold, italics, glossaries and other features. 
They have each written their own non fiction text on one of the life cycles of an animals we are studying in Science 
this term. Now in each session we are editing and proof-reading each other’s and adding features such as ‘did you 
know’ and quizzes. 
 
Y6 students are always busy reading! We have been sharing a love of books together 
as we move towards our KS2 tests and the next phase of our lives - we know that 
good readers make good writers! 
Our Reading Tree groups have been working on a range of texts and we are currently 
enjoying Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick. This dystopian novel is about the journey of 
a girl surviving in an England that has been devastated by a massive flood. In each 
session we share reading the book and then work on a different aspect of the reading 
curriculum. As well as our class book, we have been enjoying reading our own books 
as part of the Greenside read-a-thon. 
A special well done goes to Zak for reading 12 books! 
 
 
 
The Great Greenside Read-a-thon 
A very big thank you to all the students and parents/ carers who helped them participate in ‘The Great Greenside 
Read-a-thon’. We have raised an incredible amount of money for our Greenside charity, but it was also wonderful 
seeing how many students were reading for pleasure and enjoying it! 
The results are now in and the winner... will be announced on Monday in Board meeting! Stay tuned to find out who 
it is, and what their AWESOME and well deserved prize is. 



 
5. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
This week we have more Stars to share with you and our congratulations go to all of the students mentioned below.  
Our Greenside Screen Stars that have made us very proud this week are Mimosa and Primrose. 
Well done for your achievements! 
 
Coco for her increasing improvement with her fine motor skills (Nursery) 
Maxwell, for his beautiful and heartwarming conversations at the Elgin Centre (Nursery) 
 
Mimi for really improving with her reading and her handwriting! (Reception) 
Rayanne for talking about the significant women in her life on International Women's Day. (Reception) 
 
Mimosa for demonstrating her acting skills when we looked at what it would be like to be 100 years old. (Y1)  
Taylor for working very hard on his skip counting. (Y1) 
  
Alliyah for creating some beautiful written pieces this week. Alliyah has included all the correct grammar and punctu-
ation and some excellent vocabulary (Y2) 
Treshan for cracking fractions and division! Treshan is using solid written methods to help solve fractions and divi-
sion problems (Y2) 
  
Andre, Hugo and Malik for their amazing persuasive letters! They used incredibly emotive language, rhetorical ques-
tions and repetition in order to make their point. (Y3) 
Rio - Specialism - We Act for coming up with so many fundraising ideas. 
 
Archie for learning all of the digestive system and loving suspense writing (Y4) 
Tianna for working harder on her presentation (Y4) 
Zak for sharing lots of great ideas and making good suggestions towards our charity focus this half term in Special-
isms (Y4) 
 
Alfie for baking delicious cookies and writing an excellent instructional text for the recipe (Y5) 
 
Rumi for not being afraid to make mistakes and for pushing himself to achieve increasingly harder challenges - par-
ticularly in Maths (Y5) 
 
Elyas for trying so hard in all his work! (Y6) 
Prim for her commitment and determination to her work (Y6) 
 
6. Admissions 
If you have a daughter/ son who is looking to join Greenside in September 2019 please note TEFAT has now       
determined our admissions policy for 2019- 2020. 
Information is on our website. Please check in with Kelly in the office if you have any questions about this. 
 
7. Y6 Maths inspired by Art 
 
On Wednesday I was at Lena Gardens and I received 2 wonderful pictures from Ms Webber showing the Y6 Maths 
learning inspired by art: they used Italian Futurism to inspire shape, space and measure learning and as you can see 
were clearly having lots of fun! What a wonderful way to learn! 



 
8. Inside the Green-Science Lab 
Crew 1 
Malkia (Y1) says: 
'There are only 1800 pandas left in the wild. Their habitat loss is 
causing them to be endangered. If a bamboo forest is cleared away 
for houses, then the panda's food source is gone! Are you going to 
stand here and let this happen? I don't think so!' 
Come and see Crew 1's drive to open your eyes to the negative 
impact humans are having on the animal kingdom as they show you 
the stark reality of what is happening in our world and how we can 
be part of the cure! 
 
Picture by Mya Y5  
 
 
Crew 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crew 3 
Crew 3 would like to welcome parents/ carers and families to its Earth & Space Science Fair. Students have been 
working hard researching, investigating and observing. 
Do you want to find out why there is life on Earth but not Venus? What about the careers available for space        
enthusiasts? How about whether the size of a meteorite changes the size of the crater it makes? 
You might even get a chance to put your head in a model astronaut’s helmet, watch a space themed catwalk and 
discuss the findings of investigations with our aspiring scientists. 
 
Crew 4 
Are you being the best Environmental Warrior you can be? Do you want to find out how you can save our planet? 
Well come along and visit the Environmental Crew at the Science Fair to see how you can make a difference and 
save our planet! 
We have lots of interesting information to share with you as well as challenges and experiments. We hope to see you 
there! 
 

 



 
Crew 5 
Not feeling fine? Call 999! Or, if you don't want to put further strain on our precious NHS, you can call Crew 5       
Instead! 
Come to our Medical Exhibition and we will be able to diagnose and cure you of your ailments, as well as providing 
useful information about the history and future of the world of medicine! 
 
9. Greenside Growing Generation - Specialism Award 
 
Specialisms at Greenside 
Ms Webber reminds us: “Friday mornings have a fantastic buzz about them here at Greenside as all of our students 
from Y1 to Y5 get stuck into their Specialism groups. Over the course of the year every student will get to experience 
all six of the different groups Our groups have been finding out about how to keep our bodies healthy, how to survive 
in the world beyond Greenside, how to survive at home, to take part in a performance, to be part of a charity       
campaign and sharing art and stories with the elderly residents at the Elgin Centre. The photos show Ms Williams' 
Survival At Home group learning that making a meal at home is cheaper and healthier than buying a ready made 
option. These groups contribute to our Greenside Award Scheme as students get a bronze award for taking part and 
they are a really special part of what we do here at Greenside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Interesting Greenside Learning News 
 
a) Out and About in London 
Y1 Visit The Natural History Museum 
Y1 became explorers at The Natural History Museum. We examined different animals and were able to classify them 
based on fur patterns, textures and colour. Have you ever touched a real tortoise shell? We have! This trip was a 
great inspiration to continue our exploration of all things dinosaurs! 
  
b) Out and about in our Learning Garden! 
Our EYFS students have been out and about exploring how people help us and Jan Pearson has shared these    
super pictures! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
c) WE Day 
We have been so lucky over the last 3 years as we have been selected as one of the few Primary Schools to be  
invited to the big WE Day celebration held at Wembley. This is because of our charity work and our contribution to 
our community. The day is designed to give people (famous and non famous) the chance to tell some incredible  
stories of achievements against all odds. 
Mr Mahara tells us: “On Wednesday 7th March 2018, a selection of the current and past We Act Charity Specialism 
students attended the WE Day London event. It was held at Wembley Arena and the lineup was packed with        
inspirational speakers and talented performers. Amongst the favourites were Sophia Grace and Alexandra Burke. 
One of the most incredible speakers was Spencer West. Despite losing his legs, Spencer climbed Mount Kilimanjaro 
as well as completing many other achievements.” 
 
d) The Elgin Centre 
On Wednesday, Nursery went to visit the residents at the Elgin Centre to bring them some morning tea that we had 
made, and learn about the importance of helping others in our community. At the centre, Nursery students met     
residents and chatted with them as they read books, drew pictures, and played games. It was a great experience for 
students and residents alike, and Nursery really understood how it can make us feel good to make other people  
happy and show empathy and compassion towards others. 
 
e) Swimming Gala 
Some of our Y5 and Y6 students attended the Local Authority swimming gala this week to test themselves against 
the best swimmers in the borough. The students had an amazing time and a number of people commented on how 
sensible and well behaved they were in such a busy situation. We had some fantastic performances from the       
students involved: Bundi, Primrose, Nathan, Iris, Zak, Ella, Nancy and Abdullah. We are hotly awaiting the results to 
see who made the finals next week! It's not the winning it's the taking part.....but it's also good to win a few!  
 
f) Instagram 
As a result of a growing successful social media presence on Twitter (@GreensideW12), we have now launched a 
Greenside Instagram page! Our Greenside Instagram is a great way for us to be able to show you all the amazing 
learning experiences your daughters/ sons enjoy during the day, and we would love to connect with you all more on 
this platform. You can follow us @greensideprimaryschool, or just type the school name into the search bar. 
 
g) Are you a Quiz Wizard? 
We received this advert and it may be of interest to someone in our Greenside community! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. A Poem for Spring 
 
Thank you for your latest poem Nancy - it is beautiful! 

 
A New Kind of Spring? 

By Nancy Goddard 
(Y6 - Greenside Poet Laureate) 

 
Spring! 

The season where life begins. 
The sun sets on bursting buds. 

Everyone is in bed. 
Tucked up tight. 

Come the morning 
You open the curtains 

And exclaimed “Hooray!” 
An uncreased sheet of white 

Covers the grass 
The trees, the roads, the hedges and paths. 

An unexpected snowfall. 
 

Chicks are born 
Under a blue sky? 
Hats and gloves 

Scarves and earmuffs! 
No bees or butterflies 
No flies in your eyes 

Not this spring. Not yet. 
 

What will Summer bring? 



 

Our Home Learning Challenge this week is a special IWD idea!  This week we would like students to write a poem 
about a woman who has inspired them - it might be a family member, a Teacher, a friend, an explorer or Scientist or 
even a famous poem. Work should be given to Ms Bastick-Styles by Friday 23rd March and do remember poems 
don’t have to rhyme! Good luck! 

 

 
Wishing all our Greenside Families a wonderful week ahead. 
Karen 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head 

 


