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GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
Inside the Science Green-Lab Spring Term 17 

 
STAR Day Planning: Spring 2 2017/18            Y5 Class Teacher: Daniel Mahara 
 
Class Film: Edward Scissorhands                      Class Book/ Text: Frankenstein & other stories 

 

WEEK 1 THEME:  Through Edward’s Eyes 

Monday 19th February - Wednesday 21st February  

Learning Experiences: We will begin our learning by studying the 

setting of the film, which is intended to be seen ‘through Edward’s 
eyes’. We will compare the suburban neighbourhood with Edward’s 
Gothic castle. As Peg drives through the typical, ‘normal’ 
neighbourhood she is unsure what she may find in the house. 
Though the manicured gardens suggest something different. 
Students will contribute to our class display. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

How can a place make us feel different? Would you have taken 
Edward in? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: Students will begin by making colour palettes of the 
neighbourhood’s houses. These will be used to design our own 
houses for the class display. We will use Peg’s journey through the 
neighbourhood, past the gates and the topiary and into the Gothic 
mansion. How do the settings contrast? How can we change our 
language to show the difference? Who does she expect to find in 
there? Who does she actually find? 
 
GPS: students will practise using expanding noun phrases in their 

writing. 
 
STEM: While exploring the mansion, Peg finds unfamiliar symbols 

not seen in suburbia. They are Roman numerals. Can students 
figure out how to read Roman numerals up to 1000? Following this, 
students will use their number skills to solve Roman numerals 
addition & subtraction problems. Can you create a challenging 

Skills: 

 
  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 
form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 
Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term) 

● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books 
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices 
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range 



problem for your partner? 
 

Edward is an invention. We will continue work on our own robotic 
inventions this week – thinking about how we can develop our 
algorithms in a more complex way. What would our dream invention 
be? How could we develop this robot in an interesting way? 
 
Reading Tree: Over the course of the half term, we will read and 

study different texts linked to the Edward Scissorhand’s narrative – 
including Frankenstein. This week, we will introduce Frankenstein. 
What do we already know about this story? What are the differences 
in versions? What do we think it might be about? 
 
 

 
 
 

of writing 
● making comparisons within and across books 
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 
to an audience 

● understand what they read by: 
o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
o asking questions to improve their understanding 
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, 

identifying key details that support the main ideas 
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning 
● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader 
● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can 

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously 

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and 
using notes where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views 
 

● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their   

task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
●  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 
● Read Roman numerals to 1,000 (M) and recognise years written in Roman 

numerals 

Friday 23rd February   

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – alone in the mansion. 

 
Messy Maths: Place value – rounding & Roman numerals 
 
PE/ Sports: athletics skills and drills – this week we will focus on our 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 



approach to PE & the routine of each session. ● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action using a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 2 THEME:  Scissorhands 

Monday 26th February – Wednesday 28th February 

Learning Experiences: This week will be studying the protagonist of 

the film, Edward; we will use a Tim Burton’s sketch as inspiration and 
consider how writers and directors create their ideas visually before a 
film is made. What is it that makes him different? How & why do 
people’s views of Edward differ? Students will describe Edward from a 
range of perspectives. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

What is prejudice? What makes you unique? Why is important to 
celebrate individuality?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: Students will begin by sketching Edward 

– we will use Tim Burton’s own sketch to inspire 
us. How do the character’s view Edward? Why do 
their opinions differ? Some people in the film are 
naturally more accepting of him despite the fact he 
is unusual. Students will then write character 
descriptions from different perspectives 
considering how to vary their language 
accordingly. 
 
This week we also dedicate time to World Book Day. 
 
GPS: Sometimes, sentences can be ‘sliced up’ to add extra 

information – we will consolidate our use of adding relative clauses 
beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or an omitted 
relative pronoun. 
 
STEM: This will be the final week to make changes to their inventions. 

They will write their final codes for their robots and reflect on how far 
they have come. Importantly, they will ask ‘what next’? 
 
Edward’s scissors can turn and cut at many different angles. Students 
will recap and extend their learning on measuring and drawing angles. 

Skills:

 
 

  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● Be able to comment on works of art 
●  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their 

task 
●  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 
● write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling 

or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into 
smaller parts  

● use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables 
and various forms of input and output 

● use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to 
detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

● add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that 
are multiples of the same number 

● Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported by 
materials and diagrams 

● Identify: 
● angles at a point and 1 whole turn (total 360o) 
● angles at a point on a straight line and half a turn (total 180o) 
● other multiples of 90o 



After Edward uses the scissors to slice up countless objects in the film, 
students will solve fractions based problems. 
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a 

focus on reading domain 2d –  make inferences from the text / explain 
and justify inferences with evidence from the text. 

 

 
 
           

Friday 2nd March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – What Are They Thinking? 
 
Messy Maths: Angles 
 
PE/ Sports:  athletics skills and drills – javelin focus: we will recap and 
practise our technique. Which is the correct position to stand in? What 
muscles are we using? 

Skills:  

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 3 THEME:  BBQ Garden Party 

Monday 5th March – Wednesday 7th March  

Learning Experiences: Students will help to organise the Boggs’ BBQ 

& garden party. They will consider the food required, contribute to 
making it and then eat it during our own BBQ feast. Importantly, they 
will be making use of their STEM skills to make the food and their 
writing skills to describe what they have tasted. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

How would it feel to be an outsider? Why are some people considered 
outsiders? How can we make people feel equal? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: To start of their learning, students will become chefs for the 
morning. We will make BBQ wedges, a clementine salad and hummus. 
Having been alone for so long, Edward is unlikely to have experienced 
these tastes before. How would he describe the different sensations 
while eating? Students will use their senses to help Edward describe 
these new tastes. 
 
GPS: use semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses. 
 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

or with an implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun  
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.  
● other reading skills as above 



STEM: When cooking for the BBQ, deserts have been forgotten! 

Students will need to use their STEM skills to make ice cream – 
without a freezer! This will focus on how different materials react to 
each other. 
 
Before the guest arrive, the students must help plan for the BBQ. They 
will estimate volume & capacity of jugs. As well as this, they will 
develop division skills – including solving a challenging problem of 
where each guest will sit with a limited number of tables. We will also 
begin work on adding & subtracting with decimals. What is the cost of 
each meal? 
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a 
focus on reading domain 2c –  summarise main ideas from more than 
one paragraph.  

● Estimate volume and capacity 
● use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be 

separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating  
● explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that 

this kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes associated 
with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda 
 

Friday 9th March 

Learning Experiences:  
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – New Friends 

 
Messy Maths: Volume & capacity 
 
PE/ Sports: athletics skills and drills – spring focus: how can we 

improve our technique when sprinting? What changes do we notice to 
our bodies after this exercise? Why does that happen? 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Garden Rescue 

Monday 12th March  – Wednesday 14th March 

Learning Experiences: Edward’s topiary skills were second to none. 
This week, students will be creating their own gardens. They will use 
their STEM skills to build an accurate drawing to scale. What would 
you include in your garden? Why? Does your garden have a purpose? 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

What are our talents? Are you born with a talent? What is more 
important talent or hard work? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: This week, Year 5 will visit Holland Park and its stunning 

gardens. We will explore and use our senses to develop descriptions 

Skills: 

 
●   selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 



of a beautiful garden. Edward felt something special when he was in 
the garden working, so we will ask how did make us feel to explore the 
gardens of Holland Park? Using this experience, students will write rich 
descriptions of the gardens. 
 
GPS:  Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 
cause. 
 
STEM: In Maths, students will use their number skills to research 

costs, from genuine retailers, the materials required to create their 
garden. They will solve addition & subtraction problems as well as 
multiplication & division problems related to this research. This will 
include solving problems involving decimals. How can you make sure 
you stay within budget? 
 
Many different animals visit the gardens – mammals, amphibians, 
insects & birds – we will investigate how their life cycles vary. 
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a 

focus on reading domain 2f –  identify / explain how information / 
narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole. 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● creating atmosphere to advance the action 
● identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice. 
● make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with evidence 

from the text 
● other reading skills as above 
● solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and 

a combination of these, including understanding the meaning of the equals 
sign 

● describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 
insect and a bird 

Friday 16th March   

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – In My Garden 
 
Messy Maths: Word problems (4 operations) 
 
PE/ Sports:  athletics skills and drills – jumping focus: we will look at 

different types of jumping. How can we get more power in our jumps? 

Skills:  

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 

WEEK 5 THEME: DC4 

Monday 19th March – Wednesday 21st March  

Learning Experiences: This week we will complete our fourth data 
capture of the academic year. Students will also continue working on 
their garden drawings – solving increasingly difficult problems. They 
will also explore the theme of ‘love’ in the film. How is love an 
important theme in the film? Which characters feel most strongly for 
each other? How can you tell? Who would you welcome to your 
garden? 

Skills: 



.  
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

Why are friends & family so important? How do your friends & family 
help you in everyday life? How do you help your friends & family? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: Students will edit & improve their garden descriptions ready 

for publishing. How can you improve this piece of writing? We will 
break the editing process down and look at the different ways a piece 
of writing can be improved. 
 
We will use this opportunity to assess progress in writing and reading. 
 
GPS: Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 

cause. 
 
STEM: This week, students will explore the concept of area & 

perimeter. They will design a large, to scale drawing of their imagined 
garden. Using their Maths skills, they will calculate the area & 
perimeter of objects in the garden and the garden itself – this will 
include composite rectilinear shapes. 
 
Exploring their garden as scientists, they will describe the life process 
of reproduction in some plants and animals. 
 
Reading Tree: In this session we will focus on our approach to tests 
and test style question. We will focus on the pace of reading and how 
much time we should dedicate to different types of question.  

 
  
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and 
tables to structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough 
vocab and grammatical structures 

● measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in 
centimetres and metres 

● calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares) including 
using standard units, square centimetres (cm2) and square metres (m2) and 
estimate the area of irregular shapes 

● describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 
 

Friday 23rd March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – My Persecution 

 
Messy Maths: Area & perimeter 
 
PE/ Sports:  athletics skills and drills – discus focus: this week, we will 

introduce using the discus and learn the technique involved. 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 



WEEK 6 THEME:  The Inventor 

Monday 26th March  – Wednesday 28th March  

Learning Experiences: 

In our final week looking at this film, we will use the scene in which The 
Inventor reads a poem to his creation. The pages in his book are blank 
– what would you read to Edward? We will explore the idea of 
conformity and the importance of individuality.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

In what ways are things the same in society? Should certain things be 
the same? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: The Inventor reads Edward a poem from a book with no 

writing on the pages. What would you write on the page? Students will 
use a selection of modern and classical poetry, exploring appropriate 
word choices and imagery (using metaphors and personification). They 
will create Gothic paintings to inspire their writing. How will our choice 
of language create an image in the readers mind? 
 
GPS: Consolidate learning on expanded noun phrases and relative 

clauses. 
 
STEM: In our final week of the term, Edward Scissorhands has sliced 

up lots of different numbers. They are now so small they involve 
decimal numbers. Students will explore the concept of decimals – 
including reading & writing them as fractions; they will learn to use 
tenths, hundredths and thousandths. 
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a 
focus on reading domain 2h –  make comparisons within the text. 

Skills: 

 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

● how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and 
tables to structure text 

● using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough 
vocab and grammatical structures 

● analyse own progress and identify areas of success and where further 
development is needed. 

● Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 
● read and write decimal numbers as fractions 
● recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and 

decimal equivalents 
 

 

Friday 23rd March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Edward’s perspective – Reflection 

 
Messy Maths: Decimal numbers – tenths, hundredths & thousandths 
 
PE/ Sports:  athletics skills and drills – consolidation: in our final week, 
we will recap on the skills we have learnt this week and look ahead to 

Skills:  

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 



our final term of the academic year. choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 

 

 


