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STAR Day Planning: Spring 2 - 2018             Y3 Class Teacher: Charlotte Malin 
 
Class Film Text: Flubber                           Class Book/ Text: various science-based non-fiction texts 

 

WEEK 1 THEME:  Introducing… Flubber! 

Monday 19th February - Wednesday 21st February  

Learning Experiences: This week the students will be immersing 

themselves into the world of Professor Brainard and Flubber. We will 
watch the film, creating a character map in order to help us to 
understand the plot and the villains’ motives. Students will then 
explore the character of Flubber in great depth, noting that although 
Flubber is merely a chemical substance he has also developed his 
own personality. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
What is Professor Brainard like? 
Why is Flubber so important to him? 
Was Flubber created intentionally? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: Students will create their own Flubbers (slime) and will 

write a short narrative detailing an adventure their Flubber went on in 
the classroom when left alone. They will make use of past tense 
verbs to do so. 
They will complete a carousel of activities: 

- mind map adjectives to describe Flubber 
- write a short character description for their own Flubber 
- edit sentences containing basic punctuation errors 

GPS: Our GPS focus this week is to use verbs in the past tense. 
STEM: This week we will be making slime in order to create our own 

Flubber characters. Students will also be completing a carousel of 
activities in order to help Professor Brainard to organise numbers. 
These activities will include sequencing, comparing, ordering and 
rounding 2 and 3-digit numbers. 
Reading Tree: We will introduce a non-fiction text to students and 

will work in groups to explore some of the basic features. 

Skills: 

 
 Students should be taught to: 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

 develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 

 listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks  

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 

 discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination 

 understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  

 checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context 

 asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

 retrieve and record information from non-fiction 



 use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  

 spell further homophones  

 spell words that are often misspelt  

 place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 
example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   

 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 
words and punctuation taught so far. 

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, 
by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that 
lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of 
letters do not touch]. 

 extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

 using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

 count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100; find 10 or 100 more or less than a 
given number 

 recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-digit number (100s, 10s, 1s) 

 compare and order numbers up to 1,000 

 identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 

 solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas 

Friday 23rd February   

Friday Big Write: Students will write a recount of how they created 

their Flubber, using past tense verbs as well as adverbs to add 
descriptive detail. 
Messy Maths: Students will be solving problems involving 

sequencing, comparing, ordering and rounding 2 and 3-digit 
numbers. Problems will be carefully worded so that students need to 
read carefully and also exercise careful and logical thinking in order 
to figure out what needs to be done. 
PE/ Sports: Students will reflect on the ways in which their 

movement skills have improved since the start of Spring 1. They will 
identify areas of improvement that still need to be made and discuss 
the ways in which this might be tackled in over the next few weeks. 

Skills:  

● I can plan my writing by –  
1. Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
2. Discussing and recording ideas. 
● I can draft and write by –  
1. Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied/rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 
2. Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
3. In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
4. In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example, 
headings and sub-headings) 
● Evaluate and edit by –  
1. Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting improvement. 
2. Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
● I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
● I can read aloud my own writing, to a group/whole class, using appropriate 



intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 

WEEK 2 THEME: It’s A Mystery   

Monday 26th February – Wednesday 28th February 

Learning Experiences: Students will be presented with a mystery box 

covered in warning signs a bound with tape. The box will live in the 
classroom for a few days with students having to use their scientific 
enquiry skills to make logical guesses about what might be in the box. 
When it is finally revealed, the contents of the box will form this week’s 
STEM project and students will have to act like Professor Brainard in 
order to build a brand new invention! 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

What could be in the box? 
How would Professor Brainard find out? 
Why do you think the contents of the box are being kept a secret? 
What do you think people need? 
How could you create something that meets people’s needs? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: Students will write a newspaper report about the creation of 

their Flubber using verbs in the perfect form. 
They will complete a carousel of activities: 

- annotate a newspaper report in order to highlight features 
- make notes on facts to be included in their report 
- create a basic plan for their report, dividing facts into 

subheadings 
GPS: Our GPS focus this week is to use verbs in the perfect form. 
STEM: This week’s STEM project will be contained inside the mystery 

box. Upon opening the box and finding the materials inside, students 
will have to work together to plan and design an invention, of which 
they are able to create a prototype. Students will also be learning to 
represent and interpret statistics. They will gather data about the 
colours/abilities of the Flubbers created by their classmates and 
represent their findings in tables, pictograms and bar charts. 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the non-fiction 

text with a focus on reading domain 2d –  predict what appear in the 
text, using contents pages and headings. 

Skills:

 
Students should be taught to: 
● apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 

and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

● read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks  
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination 
● understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
● checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 

and explaining the meaning of words in context 
● asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
● use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
● spell further homophones  
● spell words that are often misspelt  
● place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 

example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   

● use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
● write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far. 
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 



● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 
example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 
and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

● extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

● using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
● interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables 
● solve one-step and two-step questions [for example ‘How many more?’ and 

‘How many fewer?’] using information presented in scaled bar charts and 
pictograms and tables 

Friday 2nd March  

Friday Big Write: Students will write a newspaper report announcing 

their new inventions. They will focus on using verbs in the perfect form. 
Messy Maths: Students will interpret data in order to solve problems 

within real contexts. 
PE/ Sports: Students will take part in activities that are designed to 
improve running, jumping, throwing and catching skills, both in 
isolation and combined during mini games. 

Skills:  

● I can plan my writing by –  
1. Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
2. Discussing and recording ideas. 
● I can draft and write by –  
1. Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied/rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 
2. Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
3. In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
4. In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example, 
headings and sub-headings) 
● Evaluate and edit by –  
1. Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting 
improvement. 
2. Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
● I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
● I can read aloud my own writing, to a group/whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 3 THEME: Weird and Wonderful Inventions 

Monday 5th March – Wednesday 7th March  



Learning Experiences: Students will become immersed in the world 

of Professor Brainard, by attempting to use their plans and designs to 
build a brand new invention that could save the university. They will 
consider the benefits of their invention and the ways in which it may 
change people’s lives for the better. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What are the benefits of your invention? 
What improvements still need to be made? 
How will your invention change the world? 
Who will benefit the most from your invention? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: Students will write a persuasive letter to convince Sarah to 

give Professor Brainard a second chance. 
They will complete a carousel of activities: 

- annotate a persuasive letter in order to highlight the features 
- create a word bank of adjectives to describe their invention and 

of nouns with suffixes that could be used in their letter 
- create a basic plan for their letter 

GPS:  Our GPS focus this week is to use nouns with suffixes. 
STEM: Students will use plans created the previous week to begin 
building their inventions in small groups. They will need to source the 
materials they need, as well as ensuring that it is built carefully enough 
to be able to demonstrate its use. Students will also refer back to the 
charts and pictograms they created last week in order to help them to 
answer maths problems based on the represented data. These 
problems will involve students making use of their arithmetic as well as 
their reasoning skills. 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the non-fiction 

text with a focus on reading domain 2c –  summarise main ideas from 
more than one paragraph.  

Skills: 

 
 

Students should be taught to: 
● apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 

and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

● read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks  
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination 
● understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
● checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 

and explaining the meaning of words in context 
● asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
● use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
● spell further homophones  
● spell words that are often misspelt  
● place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 

example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   

● use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
● write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far. 
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 

example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 



and descenders of letters do not touch]. 
● extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 

range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
● choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 

avoid repetition 
● interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables 
● solve one-step and two-step questions [for example ‘How many more?’ and 

‘How many fewer?’] using information presented in scaled bar charts and 
pictograms and tables 

Friday 9th March 

Friday Big Write: Students will write a persuasive letter to their rival 

university in order to try to convince them to purchase their invention. 
Messy Maths: Students will continue to solve problems by interpreting 

data that is represented in a variety of ways. 
PE/ Sports: Students will take part in activities that are designed to 

improve running, jumping, throwing and catching skills, both in 
isolation and combined during mini games. 

Skills:  

● Evaluate and edit by –  
1. Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting 
improvement. 
2. Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
● I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
● I can read aloud my own writing, to a group/whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 

WEEK 4 THEME: Can you fix it…? 

Monday 12th March  – Wednesday 14th March 

Learning Experiences: After creating Flubber, Professor Brainard 

realises that there are improvements he needs to make in order to 
make Flubber more easily usable. While finishing off their inventions 
students will need to consider improvements and changes that need to 
be made in order to make their invention more accessible. They will 
also need to work together to find ways of fixing problems. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

How does Professor Brainard alter Flubber? 
How could you alter your invention? 
How could you fix the issues you are having? 
Can you explain how you fixed the problem? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: Students will write a set of instructions about how to make 
Flubber. They will focus on using verbs in perfect form and adverbs to 
add detail. 
They will complete a carousel of activities: 

- annotate a set of instructions in order to highlight the features 
- create a glossary of nouns with prefixes related to the film and 

highlight any that they could use on their instructions 
- mind map adverbs to be used in instructions 

GPS:  Our GPS focus this week is to use nouns with prefixes. 
STEM: Students will spend time completing their inventions in small 

Skills: 

 
Students should be taught to: 
● apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 

and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

● read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks  
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination 
● understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  



groups. When finished they will present their invention to the class and 
analyse its effectiveness. In order to help students to understand the 
calculations that need to take place when inventing a product, they will 
also be completing activities involving measuring mass and volume. 
They will solve problems related to these areas and refer to them when 
writing their instructions. 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the non-fiction 

text with a focus on reading domain 2d –  make inferences from the 
text using clues provided in contents pages and headings. Explain and 
justify inferences with evidence from the text. 

● checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words in context 

● asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
● use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
● spell further homophones  
● spell words that are often misspelt  
● place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 

example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   

● use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
● write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far. 
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 

example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 
and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

● extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

● choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to 
avoid repetition 

● measure, compare, add and subtract: mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml) 
Friday 16th March   

Friday Big Write: Students will write a set of instructions detailing how 

to make their invention. They will make use of verbs in the perfect form 
and adverbs. They will also be challenged to see how many nouns 
with prefixes they can include from a word bank provided. 
Messy Maths: Students will solve problems involving volume and 

mass that require them to also make use of their arithmetic skills. 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in activities that are designed to 

improve running, jumping, throwing and catching skills, both in 
isolation and combined during mini games. 

Skills:  

● I can plan my writing by –  
1. Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
2. Discussing and recording ideas. 
● I can draft and write by –  
1. Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied/rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 
2. Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
3. In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
4. In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example, 
headings and sub-headings) 
● Evaluate and edit by –  
1. Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting 
improvement. 
2. Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 



including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
● I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
● I can read aloud my own writing, to a group/whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 

WEEK 5 THEME: DC4 – We are Scientists! 

Monday 19th March – Wednesday 21st March  

Learning Experiences: Students will act as Professor Brainard again 
this week in order to search for the gaps in their own knowledge! We 
will discover that, as scientists, it is important to revise everything you 
have learned in order to progress and to make discoveries about 
yourself – as Professor Brainard ends up doing! 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

How would Professor Brainard cope with this problem? 
Why do we need to revise our learning? 
How could you avoid repeating mistakes? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: This week we will edit and improve our pieces from across 
the term to prepare them publication in our portfolios 
GPS: Our GPS focus this week will be revision of key terms covered 

throughout the year. 
STEM: We will revise some of the concepts covered so far this year 

through a carousel of activities.  
Reading Tree: In this session we will review our results from DC4, 
creating perfect answers, identifying where points have been dropped 
and the types of questions that students are finding challenging. We 
will also enjoy reading for pleasure.  

Skills: 

 
  
Students should be taught to: 
● apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 

and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

● read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
- listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-

fiction and reference books or textbooks  
- reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range 

of purposes 
- discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination 
● understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  

- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 

- asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
- identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to 

meaning 
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
● use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
● spell further homophones  
● spell words that are often misspelt  
● place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 

example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   



● use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
● write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far. 
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 

example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 
and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

● extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

Friday 23rd March  

Friday Big Write: Students will write narrative detailing an adventure 

their Flubber has had in their house during the day while they are at 
school. Challenge them to include a range of punctuation and 
grammar, including a small amount of speech. 
Messy Maths: Students will solve problems involving some of the 
trickier concepts covered in their DC test.  
PE/ Sports: Students will take part in a series of mini games that 

require them to make use of their running, jumping, throwing and 
catching skills. Students will review the ways in which their skills have 
improved over the half term. 

Skills:  

● I can plan my writing by –  
1. Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
2. Discussing and recording ideas. 
● I can draft and write by –  
1. Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied/rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 
2. Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
3. In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot. 
4. In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices (for example, 
headings and sub-headings) 
● Evaluate and edit by –  
1. Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting 
improvement. 
2. Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
● I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
● I can read aloud my own writing, to a group/whole class, using appropriate 

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 

WEEK 6 THEME: Looking to the Future 

Monday 26th March  – Wednesday 28th March  

Learning Experiences: This week the students will be considering 

what discoveries may be made in the future and how these might help 
to solve some of the problems our world is facing today. They will 
consider the ways in which Flubber might have changed the world for 
the better, had he been real. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

What are some of the biggest issues facing humankind today? 
How could these problems be solved? 
Are there any scientists working on these solutions at the moment? 

Skills: 

 
Students should be taught to: 



Which recent invention do you think will prove the most beneficial? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
English: Students will write a non-fiction text about a recent 
invention/discovery that is set to change the world. 
They will complete a carousel of activities: 

- annotate a non-fiction text in order to highlight the features 
- create a glossary of keywords related to their 

invention/discovery 
- mind map adjectives to describe their invention/discovery 

GPS: Our GPS focus this week is to revise basic punctuation skills 
covered throughout the year. 
STEM: Students will create a pic collage or a book creator 

presentation about the invention or discovery that they and their 
partner have chosen to study. They will need to include the intended 
purpose of the invention as well as any other relevant information. 
Students will also be thinking about the university’s need for money in 
order to save it. The university has now told all professors to be extra 
careful about how they spend their money as all cash needs to be 
used to keep the university going. Students will help Professor 
Brainard to budget by solving money problems. 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the non-fiction 

text with a focus on reading domain 2f identify / explain how 
information / narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as 
a whole. 

● apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 
and morphology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

● read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 

● develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
● listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 

and reference books or textbooks  
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 

purposes 
● discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination 
● understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
● checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 

and explaining the meaning of words in context 
● asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
● identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
● use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them  
● spell further homophones  
● spell words that are often misspelt  
● place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for 

example, girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, 
children’s]   

● use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 
● write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far. 
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for 

example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders 
and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

● extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

● add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in 
practical contexts 

 

 

 



 

 


