
 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Here we are with just a week to go before the February half term holiday. 
It has been a Greenside week full of performance and Science - a winning combination in our eyes! 
 
I’d like to say a huge ‘thank you’ and congratulations to all our students from reception upwards who managed to 
make Annie - A Play in a Day! such a fun and exciting event. It really was quite a feat to get our rehearsals done 
within the day and to see the confidence with which students took on their roles. A special ‘thank you’ to our fab Y6 
students who directed and choreographed with me and to those students making their debut on the Greenside 
stage. Nacho and Dolly also made their acting debuts on Tuesday evening and both looked like they were 
naturals! Our families had a good time and we were all very proud audience members. Here’s to the next one! 
 
I had a joyful week last week seeing all of our 3 GGL academies working together in lots of different contexts 
throughout the week. 
 
* On Monday evening all of our Teachers and some support staff travelled to one of our 3 sites to meet in year 
group teams to talk about learning, to share students’ books and to Moderate standards. It was an extremely useful 
couple of hours for staff to spend together and lots of good practice was seen and shared. 
 
* On Tuesday evening our Heads of School, Deputies and Assistant Heads went over to Griffin and there we talked 
about how we work to support Pupil Premium students and we talked about the fun events for next half term being 
planned. Look out for the Y6 Maths Conference next week too! 
 
* Last Wednesday some of our Governors from the GGL LGB came to visit Lena Gardens They went on  a tour, a 
visit to Y4 and Y6 and they got to talk with some of the Y4 students too. 
 
* Finally on Friday we had 3 students from each academy meet and work together as Artists for the day over at 
Griffin. Hugh Greenway came over to meet them at the start of the day and then they worked together throughout 
the day. They made a beautiful huge piece of ‘Jigsaw Day’ Art which ahs been framed and will be proudly 
presented to Hugh at TEF head office very soon. They were all amazing – well done and thank you to Zahra (Y1), 
Mirelly (Y3) and Nathan (Y5) 
 
Our students have had a week of Data Capture amongst the fun and excitement of their learning and these results 
- the success and gaps will now be used by our Teachers in their planning for next half term. 
 
We break up next Friday for the half term holiday and then begin back on Monday 19th February at 8.55am - we 
are already looking forward to the half term ahead! 
 
Happy holidays. 
Karen 
 
 
1. Message from the Head of School 
 
This past couple of weeks have been absolutely jam packed with exciting Learning Experiences here at 
Greenside. My personal favourite has been the visit of Sublime Science - the Dragon’s Den winning live science 
experience! The PSA kindly funded this wonderful opportunity for all our students from Nursery right through to Y6 
and there was no doubt that each and everyone of the them enjoyed their experience and came away inspired by 
the wonders of science. 

 
Check out the section in this newsletter for more info. Annie and the 'Play in a Day' was another great example of 
the diversity of experience we offer our students. With over 75 students from all age phases taking part (and a 
couple of gorgeous doggies!) it was amazing to see the talent, confidence and fun that the evening brought for 
students and families alike. A huge thank you to Karen Bastick-Styles for pulling everything together. 
 
This end of the half term also brings another of my favourite parts - Data Capture! We love the opportunity to 
formally see where our students are and build our picture of what they need to keep them moving forward. Please 
do check in with your class teacher if you would like any more information about your daughter/ son and their next 
steps.  
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The Jigsaw Art Day was a wonderful opportunity to get together with our GGL     
partners and produce some beautiful collaborative art work which we hope will be      
displayed at TEF HQ. We have also had Y1 heading to the Science. Museum and 
Reception venturing to the London Aquarium - and all this in just a couple of        
incredible weeks of   learning at Greenside! 
Robin Yeats - Head of School 
 
2. Sharing Recent Events 
 
a) Reception - Information Hour 
Thank you to all the Reception parents/ carers who came last week to find out more about assessment in the EYFS 
and reporting arrangements for 2018. We hope you found it useful in understanding how we make our judgments 
and what they mean for your daughter/ son. If you have any further questions about your child's progress, please 
see Ms Morra, and if you have any questions on assessment, please see Ms Buchanan. 
 
c) Y6 Maths Conference 
Next Wednesday all of our Y6 students will head over to Griffin for a Maths Conference. The Maths Leaders from 
each academy will plan a Learning session each to challenge and inspire our students as they work both            
competitively against the students from the other academies (go Greenside!) and collaboratively to mathematically 
problem solve together. We hope our students have an interesting and motivational day and look forward to hearing 
about the outcomes. 
 
c) I can hear Albert’s Band! 
This morning Albert’s Band are at Greenside. As I write this Newsletter     
(it’s 3.45am!) we are eagerly anticipating their arrival  I hope by the time we   
publish this edition we will be able to add a  couple of photographs but those 
of you who have daughters and sons in Y5 and Y6 will know it’s always a fun 
event. Each year a group of professional musicians from the Royal Albert 
Hall come over to Greenside and lead a morning of musical exploration with 
our Y4 students - it’s always loud and exciting. Our Y4 students then get to 
go to a concert at the Albert Hall and some    students are  offered music 
lessons as a consequence of the experience. I’m sure you will be able to 
hear the students playing this morning wherever you happen to be in        
London! 
 
 
3. Parent/ Carer Events 
 
a) PSA Idea Sharing! 
Dear Greenside community. This Wednesday 7th February, we will be holding an idea sharing session in the Y6 
classroom at 4.00pm. The PSA will be sharing news on the exciting projects your wonderful fundraising efforts are 
making happen, taking the opportunity to listen to your fab ideas for new and fun ways to fundraise and for you to 
share any contacts or expertise that could benefit Greenside. Please do grab a cup of tea and a piece of cake and 
pop up to Y6 at 4.00pm. 
 
b) E-Safety 
In this day of technological advances and on -line changes we urge you parents/ carers to come and join Robin 
Yeats at 9.00am in the Hall next Thursday - 8th February for an exploration into e-safety both in and out of       
Greenside. It is a good opportunity to see what our philosophy towards e-safety is at Greenside, to ask any        
questions about how you can be e-safe at home and get an update on some of the latest issues and challenges   
surrounding e-safety. 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 
 
As we end our work on our current Films, books and texts we are delighted to share some thoughts and quotes from 
our students: 
 
a) Nursery Find Nemo 
This term after watching about Finding Nemo, we have been focusing on non-fiction 
writing and drawing in Nursery - labelling and captioning our pictures of different sea 
animals. This is Ayman's pirate flag with a picture of a dolphin, and his label          
underneath. 
 
Cosimo: "My favourite bit was when they (Marlin and Dory) were on the turtles and it 
was zooming them really fast to get to Nemo." 
Kelyssa: "I didn't like the bit when the shark came and ate his (Nemo's) mum. That 
was really sad. But the other sharks were friendly, they didn't want to eat him." 



 
b) Reception Find Dory! 
After our film screening of Finding Dory, the Reception students wrote some 
descriptions about the characters in the film. Saja wrote: "Baby Dory has big 
eyes" and Aliyah wrote: "Hank is a red octopus." 
Arwen: "Dory can't remember where she is going because she has short-
term memory loss." 
Alethea: "Dory finds her family at the end because her parents leave a path 
of shells for her to follow her way back home." 
 
 
 
 
c) Y1 Fly Away Home 
This week Y1 have been focusing on news report writing. We were inspired by our film and how Amy was all over 
the news for her adventures with her geese. Take a look at our wonderful non-fiction writing. 
Ines: ‘Can we watch this film every day?’ 
Auberon: ‘Wow, I can’t believe Amy and the Geese made it to America.’ 

 

d) Y2 - Vocabulary & Maths! 
This half term in Y2 we have been focusing on a few different skills to incorporate into our writing. One of our big  
focus areas has been on presentation. In Y2 we have such lovely vocabulary and can write some really imaginative 
narratives but to have the whole package we are making sure our work looks beautiful too!  We have decided to take 
pride in our work and to develop our skill of re-reading our writing to check that it makes sense and to check that it is 
legible.   
We have also had a focus on some new GPS skills such as adding different suffixes on to our words to create some 
amazing expanded noun phrases! This has given depth to our writing and made our sentence structure look and 
sound very professional. We have done a lot of viewpoint writing as our film places a lot of emphasis on size and 
perspective. We have written from different characters’ viewpoints and described the world from different places. 
Nicholas: “I loved it when they were all shrunken by the machine. I want to be tiny and to explore the huge world!” 
Ibrahim: “It was amazing when the kids were riding the ant. It looked so peaceful and relaxing.” 
We were all all very proud of Elijah as we framed his writing this week! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
e) Y3 - Writing at the Chocolate Factory! 
This half term in Y3 we have been really challenging ourselves to create more extended pieces of writing. We have 
focused on using different kinds of prepositions, which helped us to be able to describe Willy Wonka's factory and all 
of the amazing sights that Charlie beheld when he first walked in to the chocolate room. We particularly enjoyed our 
focus on inverted commas last week, when we wrote conversations between Veruca Salt and her long-suffering fa-
ther. We had to imagine what conversation they would have after they had both fallen down the garbage chute in the 
factory. The students really got into character and were so inspired that they were all performing their conversations 
to one another by the end of the lesson! We have included a photograph of Hassan's conversation and it is well 
worth a read! 



 
Our students have been so inspired by our film! They are loving the bold characters and the weird and wonderful 
inventions. They are now realising the importance of eating more healthily and of using their imaginations! 
Andre: "I love the film because it's adventurous and there are loads of cool machines!" 
Mary: "I like it when Violet Beauregarde eats the gum and turns into a blueberry - it's so funny! Especially because 
Mr Wonka told her not to and she completely ignored him, so it's funny that there's a consequence!" 
 
On Monday Y3 visited October 26 on Askew Road. It is a small bakery owned by one of our lovely mums, Raluca 
Micu, who very kindly offered to show our students around and bake bread with them to help them with their healthy 
eating learning theme. We were allowed to operate some of the machines and were given the opportunity to      
question Raluca about the ingredients in bread and how she manages to keep her bread as healthy as possible. We 
had a great time, and she even brought some of the bread she made with us into school later that day for a tasting     
session. It was delicious! 

 
 
 

 
f) Y4 - Our Heroes! 
This half term Y4 have been looking at causal conjunctions (cause and effect) and 
moral decisions. Heroes and   villains have to make decisions all the time - which 
led us to explore what would happen if we made a decision and explain the effect. 
We looked at Heroic Haikus, Villainous verses and described a situation where we 
ourselves made a moral decision. 
Youcef: “I loved creating our own hero handshake.” 
Archie: “Creating our own newspaper article about a hero saving the day was really 
fun.” 
Leon: “I created a robot that I really wish was real like Baymax.” 
Fatima: “I loved learning about Japan”. 
 

 
 
 
g) Y5 - Cybertronics 
This half term, Y5 have been working as a robotics company's employees. They have considered implications for 
future technology. However, they are in favour of advancing robotics role in society - including replacing teachers 
with robots. 
Students learnt the techniques involved in writing persuasively. They wrote to Ms 
Bastick Styles & Mr Yeats to convince them to replace Greenside's teachers with 
new, 21st century robot teachers. 
Here are some (worryingly convincing) extracts: 
Hannah: “Many teachers come to school late or have days off. Whereas the   
robots Cybertronics have designed cannot break so your school will be filled with 
speedy and intelligent robot teachers. Human teachers could get locked in their 
homes or could have many other delays meaning they get to work late.        
However, robots will not do that. Normal teachers can fall ill and take the day off 
work and you would then need a replacement teacher which would cost more 
money. This is supported by government statistics that show that 54% of human 
teachers have had at least one day off. Whereas our robots cannot fall ill and will 
have always have 100% attendance.” 
 
Ruben: “Robots cannot leave or quit their job because they been programmed to 
work - no quitting allowed.       However, humans can just say "I quit" or "I am 
leaving". 31% of teachers quit within 5 years of becoming teachers. Significantly, 
the robots go from nursery to year 6. They store all of the data in their brains 
from previous years. 



 
h) Y6 - Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey 
This half term we have been writing a report on the history of 
planet Earth linked to our class documentary - Cosmos: A 
Spacetime Odyssey. We have studied the origins of the 
planet from the Big Bang to the evolution of the dinosaurs, from 
early man to where we are now. These are huge subjects and 
have inspired a multitude of big   questions from Y6! Here is an 
example of some of our writing: 
Isabella: "I enjoyed learning about the different species of bears 
and how animals have evolved over time. Did you know camels 
have 2 sets of eyelashes to protect them from the sand?" 
Zahra: "I am extremely fascinated about how there is so much 
more out there that we don't know about. There could be     
thousands of mulitverses out there!" 
Raffy: "If you shoot an arrow off the edge of the universe and it 
hits and it carries on going then there must be more out there 
than we think!" 
 
5. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
Huge ‘congratulations’ today for all our wonderful Greenside Stars of the Week! 
Our Screen photographs as we head in to half term will be of  Atia and Msgna who have especially impressed our 
staff this week - do look out for their smiling faces on the big Foyer screen. 
 
a) Greenside STARS 
Lavin for her fantastic talking (N) 
Layan for her wonderful letter recognition in phonics (N) 
 
Alathea for her fab contribution to our Board Meeting on Monday making the link between gender & class inequality! 
(R) 
Aliyah for working so hard to read and write (R) 
Mariella for her beautiful aquarium poster ® 
 
Fiona for her fantastic effort in writing during Friday Write (Y1) 
Merhawi for his continued progress in all areas, not to mention his overwhelming good manners! (Y1) 
 
Hunter for working so hard on his hand writing and creating a really lovely clear and beautiful piece of writing. (Y2)  
Sophie for always being wonderful & consistent in her learning and showing great manners & respect every day. 
(Y2) 
 
Msgna for his hard work and determination whilst working on his robot car in our engineering crew. (Y3) 
Atia for her work throughout Crew Day (Y3) 
Lewis has worked really hard to improve his handwriting and reading skills this week (Y3) 
 
Kidus has blown us away with his progress in writing, and now has the confidence to write it down... pages have 
been produced! (Y4) 
Charlotte for her continued hard work and effort (Y4) 
 
Omar for making such great progress with his reading and his application of this to the tests.(Y5) 
Ella and Jessie for taking the time to make a new student feel welcome at Greenside and making sure that they en-
joyed a school trip. (Y5) 
Amir has been fantastic and really passionate about learning about plastic recycling in his Specialism (Y5)  
 
Amber for making a fantastic Memory book for Good Chance (Y6) 
All the Y6 Annie - Directors & Choreographers. 
 
6. 100 Years of Voting! 
I hope you all received a letter this week telling you all about our 100 Years of Voting project. 
I am reproducing below and want to draw attention to the family contributions that we would like you to make. 



 
1. Family Photograph and our Listening Project. 

 
So far we have had a picture shared of Mimosa (Y1) with her older sisters and Mother - please can we urge all our 
families to send us a photograph. 
Do let us know if we can help with filming the females in your family having a short conversation about their lives. 
We really look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Our students will be ‘capturing’ moments from the day next Tuesday in photographs, sketches, quotes and pledges. I 
will be in Nottingham at TEF Principal's Conference and during the day these will be sent over to me so that I can 
share as a presentation with our TEF colleagues in the evening - how exciting! 
If you would like to be a part of our Panel on Tuesday 20th February please e-mail during the week. 

 

 As you may be aware, next week we will be commemorating the 100-year anniversary of an important histor-
ic event in England. 

 

 On 6th February 1918 women over the age of 21 were 1st given the vote in this country. 
 

 Over the next month at Greenside we will be exploring the history of voting and thinking about the last and 
next 100 years. We want to engage all our girls and boys in looking at all the wonderful things they may achieve 
together. 

 

 We will also be organising some interesting events: 
 

 
Tuesday 6th February – our Greenside students will be creating images, taking photographs and sharing their dreams 
and aspirations for the next 100 years. 
 
Tuesday 20th February – at Greenside we will be holding a fun and lively ‘Question Time panel afternoon’ – exploring 
gender and equality (in an age way appropriate to our students and involving our students!) 
If any women in your family (or female friends) would like to be part of our panel please email me! 
 
Thursday 8th March – 9.00am – we would like to invite all our female family members to join us for our annual        
International Women’s Day Board Meeting. 
 
Over the month we will be inviting students to choreograph a piece of dance to celebrate 100 years of voting. 
 
We also have a special request to every Greenside family. 

 

 We would like to celebrate the stories of our Greenside women and invite you to send in a photo-
graph of women in your family (ideally across the generations) for an exhibition on 8 th March. 

 

  
We would also love some ‘Listening Project’ short films of different women and girls in your family    
talking about what your lives and what it means to be female in your family. 

 

 Do feel free to film at home and send in or just let us know a convenient time and we can film you! 
 

 
We would love a photograph or film from every family to really inclusively celebrate every single women! 
 
7. Community Events & Information 
 
a) Sponsored read 
 
A message from Ms Buchanan: “In anticipation of World Book Day, next week we will be launching The Great 
Greenside Read-a-thon for two weeks, where students will be encouraged to read as many books as they 
can and be sponsored by friends and family for them, with all proceeds going to charity. Not only is this a great way 
to raise money, but also a wonderful way to get our students reading more for pleasure. Look out next week for a 
letter with more information and a sponsor list to get started.” 



 
b) Office Restructure 
We are delighted that our new Office and Admin Team across the GGL Federation will be in full operation. 
Following a restructure we now have people in post as follows: 

 A GGL Finance Leader - Helena Walbrook - Helena works across the Federation making sure that our  
budgets work in the interest of all our students’ learning (and in these days of cuts that’s a tough job!). She is 
based at Griffin but travels to each academy during the week. 

 

 An Operations Leader - Julie Chan-Sing - Julie also works across GGL leading on all our HR/ Personnel 
work and taking care of our 3 sites (also a challenging task). Julie is based at Lena Gardens but is often at 
Greenside. 

 

 A Senior Admin Leader - Kelly Norris - Kelly is based at Greenside, she leads our 3 Offices and is making 
sure we work as smartly and efficiently as possible sharing all the best practice across GGL. 

 

 As well as our GGL Team each academy has as Admin Assistant based exclusively on site - here at   
Greenside we are very happy to welcome Jessie Brown back this week after her maternity leave. 

 

 Many of you will also have met Steve Banes our Caretaker who is always beavering away looking after our 
Greenside site. 

 
We wish this new Team a very happy time together at Greenside and across our Federation. 
 
c) Kidzania Trip 
All of our students with 100% attendance were taken on a World Ready trip to Kidzania. Before we set off, we 
thought about our big question: “How does school prepare you for the world of work”?’ 
Some of the answers we came up with were: it helps you think critically, it helps you by being part of a team, it helps 
you to find things out that you can use when you are older.   
We had a fab time exploring all the different career choices available and as it was Careers Week, we were able to 
speak to people from all sorts of different careers including the Police, radio presenters and journalists. All the end of 
our session there we took part in some filming about what our future careers might be - we had a lot of scientists, 
doctors, teachers and performers! Well done Greenside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8. Interesting Greenside Learning News 
 
a) Out and About in London 
Reception - Trip to the Aquarium: 
On Wednesday the 24th of January Reception went to the London Sea Life Aquarium. We braved through the wind 
and rain and dodged the puddles along Westminster Bridge on our journey there. While at the aquarium, we had a 
lovely time visiting the different exhibits. We saw Nemo and Dory, and we learned a lot of interesting facts. Did you 
know that each year 70 million sharks are hunted for their fins? They get turned into shark soup! 



 
Y1 had a great time at the Science Museum, investigating flight. We were surprised to see the incredible difference 
between how planes began and the planes we fly on today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you enjoy reading about our Crew Days! 
Crew 1: 
Dr Shaky was at Greenside this week and there was no way you could have missed it! 
Crew 1 were so excited to go and see him having heard all the fun and laughter coming from the next classroom all 
morning - they were not let down! They explored how sounds were made with the 'Thunder Drum' and 'The 
Straw' (just ask them) being the favourites; the Air-zuka looked at how air moves; they had a tornado in a bottle race 
and many many more with making their own slime coloured with your choice of 'Troll Snot', 'Dragon Pee' or 'Vampire 
Blood'!                                                                                                                                                                             
We also created some incredible 'camouflage art' where the students researched animals that camouflage them-
selves and what the habitats are that they live in. They then created a pastel drawing of the habitat and a separate 
drawing of the animal and hid it in the habitat. They also created their own Pic Collages of the experience with Dr 
Shaky by downloading a selection of photos from Google Classroom, saving them to their Google Drive, creating the 
Pic     Collage and then uploading it back to Google Classroom for everyone to see each others. A truly great day at  
Greenside! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crew 2 Engineers 
Today we had a visit from two actual engineers - Mr Malin and Mr Cool. They told us all about hydraulics and the 
engineering behind bridge building. Did you know that Tower Bridge was built by the Victorians and was operated by 
a water based hydraulic system? That's right, they actually used water power to open and close the bridge! Wow. 
We built a cherry picker and a loading platform all operated by hydraulics and we built some awesome bridges that 
all open using pulleys and handles. We also created robot cars powered by balloons, balloon rockets and a fantastic 
range of London Eyes! This was a totally engaging and inspiring day. A huge thank you to our guests and well done 
to our Crew 2 engineers - finding two solutions to all our problems! 



 
Crew 3 - Earth & Space 
Crew 3 began the day by preparing food that could be sent to space. We prepared bananas, peppers, oranges and 
apples to see which would work best in a dehydrating machine. Throughout the day, students made observations 
about how the food was changing. Jake & Henry (Year 1) made independent observations about what they could 
see, hear, smell and - eventually! - taste. 
Other investigations include testing which materials created the best reactions in the hope that they would launch a 
(plastic bottle) rocket. We mixed water and alka-seltzer / vinegar and bicarbonate of soda / coke and mentos.       
Unfortunately none of the reactions launched the rocket like we hoped but the vinegar mixture led to a lovely        
explosion! 

Lastly, students used different materials to make everyone's favourite - slime! This wasn't all just for fun, though. 
Because slime is stretchy and moves in different directions, we could compare it to the universe expanding. 
In the words of Dixie from Y2, this was the best trip ever! We started off our morning in the Wonder Lab,              
investigating different ideas in science. The fun didn’t end there, KS1 found themselves in the pattern pod while KS2 
took an adventure around the museum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Crew 4 - Environmental Warriors 
Crew 4 have totally immersed themselves into Environmental warriors to try and tackle the growing war on waste. 
We have been studying our environments and the impacts plastic and other man made products are having on our 
precious earth. This week, we all made new products to use at home out of recycled materials. You see an empty 
milk bottle - we see a musical shaker. It was amazing to witness what we could create from products that people 
were throwing away. We also made floating houses out of plastic bottles to try and come up with a solution to    
Bangladesh’s rising sea level problem. 
We are serious about saving our planet and urge all of Greenside to Reuse and Recycle! Please also don’t forget to 
try and cut out plastic bags from your lives - the impact they have on our oceans is shocking. 
On that note, we ask that if you have any plastic lids from bottles etc could you please bring them into Y3 as we are 
going to turn them into an art ‘masterpiece’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crew 5 - Medicines!? 
Crew 5 had a fabulous day last Thursday conducting our experiments! We began by experimenting with our senses 
to find out which areas of the body were most sensitive, how well we could operate with only one eye, and how    
easily we were able to identify objects without our sense of touch. The students really enjoyed these experiments 
and were surprised at some of the results! We then planned our own experiments to answer a set of questions, for 
example, "Do you hear what I hear?" In the afternoon we learned about Ancient Roman medicines. The Romans 
believed that some herbs had healing properties (some of which turned out to be correct!) and we worked in groups 
to mix medicines together using specific herbs to meet a patient's needs. Our photos show what a great time we 
had! 
 
  
 



 
9. Home Learning Challenge 
 
Over the half term we are looking for Book Recommendations to share with our GGL peers. 
Students are invited to write a review/ recommendation that we can post on our shared Google Classroom space or 
to film a recommendation that we share to inspire other students to read a book that our students have enjoyed.  
If students do this over the half term please email to me or bring in during the week beginning Monday 19th         
February. 
We hope everyone enjoys a lovely half term of reading! 
 
10. Dates for your Diary 
 

 
Have a good week ahead and Happy Half term Everyone! 
 
 
 
 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head 
 


