
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday 3rd January 2018 
 

Dear Greenside and GGL Families 
 
We are all delighted to send this letter home to say ‘Happy New Year’ & welcome to the spring term - imagine by the 
time we reach half term the crocuses & cuckoos will be here & we will be shedding our Christmas jumpers with joy! 
In this letter home I would like to recognize and celebrate the successes we had across all 3 of our GGL Academies 
and to say how positive the work and learning our Students and Staff did together last term. 
We all ended with sharing events that we hope you enjoyed: from Nativity to Dance, performances and singing - what 
a talented group of people we have! 
 
And so to Greenside! A term of ‘big questions and Science’ - we are so excited to be starting a new calendar year and 
to ensure our students build on their learning; knowledge and skills from the autumn term. 
 
Amidst all of the interesting and positive news below please may I ask you to read the final paragraph on new 
arrangements for ‘drop off’ and ‘pick up’ from Thursday 4th January and thank you in advance for your support in 
making these changes - to ensure we do the right thing at all times! 
 
We have just heard that Rebecca Johnstone has been called for Jury Service next week (Monday 8th Jan). Y2 will be 
taught by our staff during Rebecca’s absence. We hope she will not be away for too long and we will update our Y2 
Families at the end of the week. 
 
Metamorphosis  
We must start the term with a quick retrospective ‘congratulations’ to our Y6 (& Ella & Jess from Y5) who showed 
such amazing talent and skill in their very own version of Metamorphosis on the final Thursday of term. Kafka wrote 
an intriguing and complex short story and our students treated us all to an intriguing interpretation of Stephen 
Berkoff’s play script over in Hammersmith Academy’s theatre. They had little time to learn lines and rehearse, just 15 
minutes before the curtain went up we were extremely nervous (!) but I cannot tell you how proud of them I felt as they 
moved professionally through the screens and captured the essence of the story - well done to all our performers and 
thank you!  
 
Learning Information 
As always do remember to check out our web-site for the STAR day learning information and texts for the term ahead. 
We are very excited this term as we become The Green Science Lab and all our Experiential Learning explores ‘big’ 
questions and our Film Crew Days focus on Science theories and hypothesis - we are about to begin a great new 
adventure together with Physics, Chemistry, Biology & Philosophy at the heart of our plans! 
We began with Time Lords, the Tardis & Regeneration - as we opened the term with our Dr. Who Screening and 
exploration day - long live our 1st female Doctor!  
 
Please see our Spring Term menu on the web-site too. 
May we remind all families that students from Nursery to Y4 are all signed up to having Greenside cooked lunches as 
part of our policy and we will talk with families as we move towards 100% cooked lunches from September 2018 to 
ensure we are able to support everyone with this move.  
 
Data Capture 2 
We had lots of interesting conversations together over the Christmas holidays and on our CPD day as we explored 
the Data Capture 2 results achieved by our students at the end of the autumn term – we hope your daughter/ son has 
brought home a summary of her/ his current attainment  – if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
our Class Teachers.  
May I remind you that ARE (Age Related Expectations) is a really good point for all of our students to reach by the 
end of the year so if they have achieved this already and are able to sustain this (as the work/ curriculum/ 

 



expectations get harder as the year progresses) then your daughter/ son is on track! Remaining at ARE throughout 
the year now indicates progress is being made! 
Our Teachers are all  focused on strategies to secure even greater progress over the next 6 and 12 School weeks 
and will be very happy to talk to you about specific ways that you can support your daughter/ son at home this half 
term. 
This is especially important for our Y6 students who are working at a ‘1’ in any subjects at the moment - please do 
check in with George Webber to see what additional support we can put in place together.  
 
Home Learning 

● Reading/ Phonics – all our students in every year group should be reading for pleasure every week. 
● Spelling – please see this link to the DfE spelling guidance which gives strategies that students in Y1 and Y2 

should be familiar with and a list of keywords for Y3 – Y6 students – it is helpful if they can learn these 
spellings at home too  

● Please ensure students learn and practice their Times tables every week and complete the work set by their 
Class Teacher on Mathletics too. We will also be launching Times Table Rockstars this term as a fun way to 
support times table knowledge.  

● Our Newsletter contains a design and make Home Learning Challenge every other week for those students 
who love to apply their skills in a fun competitive way. 

● Students who need to practice certain skills or are in Y5 and Y6 and getting ready for their KS2 tests as well 
as preparing for secondary school will receive additional ‘quick’ learning during the weekdays as very fast 
revision. 

 
This half term we are also having a massive focus on Handwriting and ask for your support at home in setting a little 
time on most days for your daughters/ sons to work on this skill in the evenings and weekends. It is important that 
they get some quiet time to work on their presentation and handwriting and something that they can happily do 
outside of the school day. As always if you have any questions about Home Learning please contact your daughter/ 
son’s Teacher. 
 
Maths Workshop and Learning Walk Visit 
Wednesday 17th January – 9.00am – we are really pleased to invite you to come along and talk about how we teach 
and learn the different strands of Maths. It is aimed at parents/ carers of students in Y1 – Y6 and should be most 
valuable to help you understand our philosophy and strategies we use to secure ARE (Age Related Expectations) 
across the year groups. 
The next day – Thursday 18th January – you are invited to return and make a visit to our see our students in action 
and to make a Learning Walk with us. To book a place on the Wednesday or Thursday please e-mail KBS – 
kbs@greensideschool.org by the end of day on Friday 12th January. We hope many of you will be able to come along. 
 
Extra Safeguarding at Greenside - with effect from the morning of Thursday 4th January 2018. 
May we please reiterate the safeguarding message about entry to Greenside using the main Foyer entrance. 

● At morning drop off and evening collection we ask all parents/ carers to use the playground black gate 
entrance/ exit. 

● We also ask that if you arrive via the Foyer entrance you do not open the door for any visitors at all (even 
when they are parents/ carers that you know). It is vital that only Greenside staff allow people to enter. 

● If your daughter/ son is late or arrives after an appointment please note a member of our Office staff will 
accompany them to class. 

 
A special notice to Nursery and Y1 parents/ carers. 

● For safeguarding reasons parents/ carers are no longer allowed to go along our corridor to drop off, collect or 
meet students unless a member of our Greenside staff accompanies them. For our Nursery parents/ carers 
this means that in the mornings they will now meet Kimberley and the EYFS staff in the Hall. Students will be 
brought up to the classroom by the EYFS Team. 

● In the evenings our Y1 students will be collected from the Hall and our Nursery parents/ carers will be invited 
to go to the Nursery via the Y1 classroom. Please note buggies will need to be left outside the Y1 Class.  

 
We appreciate this appears a little complicated but hope you will support us in making this system work effectively in 
order to secure our site further. It will also help ease congestion in our corridor - the size and shape of our building 
really is our most tricky problem! 
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We also want to reassure our families of Y1 students that they are still always welcome to visit the classroom - as we 
know our students love to proudly show you their learning from the day! We will begin this new system from the 
morning arrival on Thursday 4th January. Please do check in with one of us if you have any questions. 
100 Years of Voting! 
To commemorate 100 years since women were given the vote in the UK, we will be organizing several events and 
projects. 
One will be to make a film about changes in family life and education for our girls (and boys) since February 1918. 
We aim to make a ‘Listening Project’ (with visuals!) during the month of February.  
If you have any female family members who would be willing to participate - grand-parents/ aunts/ step-parents/ 
cousins and, of course, parent/ carers please could you e-mail KBS by the end of 26th January just simply registering 
your interest! Thank you! 
 
As we look to the half term ahead we hope your daughter/ son(s) will enjoy various trips and visits, a visit from the 
cast of The Theatre (from the Young Vic) next week and lots of fab learning inspired by our Film choices, our book 
choices and from the Green Science Lab. 
 
Forward Notices! 
Please look out for… 
 
The Greenside spring term ‘Play in a Day’. 
Y6 Swimming Information. 
Y6 Intervention Classes. 
A Greenside Sponsored Read. 
A GGL Jigsaw Art Day. 
A GGL Y6 Maths Conference Day. 
And, of course, we are due an Ofsted Inspection this term too! 
 
 
With Best wishes 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles (Executive Head – GGL – Greenside, Griffin and Lena Gardens) 
 
 
  

 
 



 
 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
Calendar 

 
Spring Term 1 - 2018   
Week 1   
Tuesday 2nd January All Day CPD Day for Staff – Greenside closed to Students 
Wednesday 3rd January 8.55am Spring Term begins – welcome back! 
Wednesday 3rd January All Day Film Immersion Day – Dr. Who – Time Travel 
Wednesday 3rd January All Day Letter Home to Families  
Wednesday 3rd January 3.45pm DC2 Summary sent home with students 
Wednesday 3rd January 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 4th January 2.00pm Open Day for prospective families 
   
Week 2   
Monday 8th January PM Visit from the cast of The Jungle 
Tuesday 9th January All Day Y6 Trip to Natural History Museum 
Wednesday 10th January 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
   
Week 3   
Wednesday 17th January 9.00am Maths/ STEM Family Workshop 
Wednesday 17th January 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 18th January 9.00am Maths/ STEM Family Learning Walk 
Friday 19th January All Day Newsletter published 
   
Week 4   
Monday 22nd January All Day Y1 & Y2 Trip to The Science Museum 
Wednesday 24th January 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 25th January 9.00am Information Hour for Reception Families 
Friday 26th January  All Day Student Jigsaw Art Day at Griffin 
   
Week 5   
Monday 29th January All Week Data Capture 3 Tests & Assessments 
Tuesday 30th January All Day Play in a Day! 
Tuesday 30th January All Day 100% Attendance Day 
Wednesday 31st January Lunch Greenside Lunch – Food Experience - Families 
Wednesday 31st January 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
Friday 2nd February All Day Newsletter published 
Friday 2nd February AM Y4 – Albert’s Band – Royal Albert Hall Music Workshop 
   
Week 6   
Tuesday 6th February All Day 100 Years of Voting! 
Wednesday 7th February All Day Y6 Maths Conference at Griffin 
Wednesday 7th February 3.45pm Tea & Cakes 
Thursday 8th February 9.00am E-Safety & ICT Session for Parents/ carers 
Friday 9th February 3.30pm End of Half Term 
   
Monday 19th February 8.55am Spring term 2 begins! 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 


