
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
Inside the Science Green-Lab Spring Term 18 

STAR Day Planning: Spring 1 - 2018 Y1 Class Teacher: Laura Vandepas 
 
Class Film Text: Fly Away Home  

 
WEEK 1 THEME:  Introduction to  Green Lab 
Wednesday 3rd – Friday 5th January 
Learning Experiences: 
Whole school film immersion days. We will watch Dr Who, take part 
in a range of learning activities based on both Dr Who and the 
Industrial Revolution including: 
 
Dr Who: 
 
Mr Men and Little Miss Doctor Who 
Create your own scarf 
Create a piece of Dr Who merchandise  
A postcard from the Tardis 
What would you find inside the Tardis? 
Create a new Doctor 
What does travelling through space and time look like? 
Dr Who top trump cards 
Time travel board game 
Travel back in time and show someone from history an iphone - how 
do you explain it?  
 
Industrial Revolution: 
Timeline 
Facts about the Industrial Revolution 
Inventions - spinning Jenny, seed drill, steam power 
People - who were the famous inventors? 
Why was this so important? 
How did it shape our world? 
Day in the life of a factory worker 
What was life like for students in the factories? 

Skills: 

 
 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 

form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary 
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

 



Compare the role of women then and now 
Create a new invention 
Show how an invention has developed over time since the industrial 
revolution eg how have steam powered engines developed? 
What was the impact on the world of medicine? 
How did the industrial revolution affect the development of this 
country? 
Oliver Twist stories 
Diary of a chimney sweep 
Pictures inspired by Lowry 
Industrial landscape artworks 
 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Where would you go in your Tardis? 
How did the Industrial Revolution change the world? 
 
 
 
 

.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Friday 5th January  
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: We will use our Dr Who theme to inspire our 
writing this week. 
 
Messy Maths: Place value – comparing, ordering and solving 
problems involving whole, decimal and negative numbers. 
 
 
PE/ Sports: athletics skills and drills 

Skills:  
● ·Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell days 

of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case letters 
correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally before writing 
·Read own writing to peers or teachers 

 
WEEK 2 THEME:  Fly Away to Canada  
Monday 8th January – Wednesday 10th January 
Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our 
big questions about Fly Away Home  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we 
notice. We will make creative items for our class display based on the 
film during the afternoon. 
 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Where is Canada? How could we get there? What are the similarities 
and differences between Canada and the UK? What are the 
geographical features of Canada? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
Listen to the musical interlude at the beginning of the film without any 
visual. Students will draw how the music makes them feel and make 
predictions about what they think is happening in that part of the film. 
Why do you think the director/music supervisor chose this piece of 
music? What does it add to the film? 
 
English: We will focus on character analysis and look at the contrast 
between characters. Who is Amy? How is she feeling? Who is Tom? 
How does he feel when Amy comes into his life?  

Skills:

 
 
Skills: 
English Skills: 
-          Leave spaces between words 
-          Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
-          Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
-          Listen & respond appropriately 
-          Ask relevant questions 
-          Maintain attention & participate 
-          Use very common prefixes & suffixes 
-          Form lower case letters correctly 
-          Compose sentences orally before writing 
-          Read own writing to peers or teachers 
-          Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
-          Make simple predictions  
-Read phonics books aloud  



Amy has come from New Zealand and is forced to live with her father 
in Ontario Canada. Year 1 will look at the contrast and similarities of 
life in Canada compared to New Zealand. 
Year 1 will dive into the amazing country that is Canada! We will have 
a Canadian immersion day where we will look at habitat, animals and 
the people. students will write postcards as if they are tourists to 
Canada, looking at Niagara Falls. What do they see? What does it look 
like/feel like? This writing will be prompt by Niagara Falls art pieces. 
 
GPS: focus on the construction of a correct sentence using capital 
letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
 
STEM: This week we will look at the journey that Amy has taken to get 
to Canada. We will use our skip counting skills of counting in 2’s, 5’s 
and 10’s to look how she came to Canada.  
We will have an immersion into Canada by having a fully Canadian 
day! We will look at the cost of ingredients to create Canadian 
Pancakes. Students must purchase toppings of their choosing by 
adding the amounts together.  
We will continue our learning about Niagara Falls and create beautiful 
water fall art pieces that will be used for our displays in the classroom 
as well as art pieces about Canadian animals (moose, beaver, loon 
etc) 
Every week we will be looking at flight and how we can construct paper 
airplanes to fit different criteria. The students will work in groups to 
design, create, and test out their airplanes. This week we will be 
looking at creating an airplane that can fly the longest distance. 
Students will record their findings on their ipads using a video vlog. 
Our explicit STEM Groups will focus on column addition and using our 
partitioning skills to add. 
 
Reading Tree: We will look at, understand, describe, select and 
retrieve information, events or ideas from our reading tree texts. We 
will use quotations and reference to text. 
 

-Link reading to own experiences  
-Join in with predictable phrases  
-Discuss significance of title & events  
-Make simple predictions 
 
 
STEM Skills: 
-    Given a number, identify one more and one less 
-    Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations 
including the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less 
than (fewer), most, least 
-    Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words. 
-   Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 
subtraction (–) and equals (=) signs 
-    Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
-   Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 
9.  
-Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
-Recognise coins & notes 
  

 



   

 
 
Friday 12th January  
Learning Experiences: We will introduce our Friday writing Topic that 
will continue throughout this half term. We will look at diary writing and 
how writing from the point of view of Amy and her journey.  
 
Friday Big Write: This week, students will write about how Amy felt 
when moving from her beloved New Zealand to the unknown Canada. 
How did she feel? What secrets might she write in her diary that she 
wouldn’t say aloud to her father? 
 
Messy Maths: Skip Counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 
 
PE/ Sports:  Athletics Skills and Drills – Long jump/High jump/Running 
 

● ·Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell 
days of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case 
letters correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally 
before writing ·Read own writing to peers or teachers 

 
WEEK 3 THEME:   Geese and their Habitat 
Monday 15th January – Wednesday 17th January 
Learning Experiences: At this part of the film, we are introduced to 
Amy’s geese. Amy has felt very alone so far in the film but things seem 

Skills: 



to take a turn when she comes across wild geese eggs that were 
abandoned due to deforestation.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions: Why were the 
goose eggs left alone? Where are the geese’s Mum and Dad? How do 
eggs hatch? What is the life cycle of a goose? Where do geese live? 
What do they eat? How do they grow in an egg? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making: After 
watching the first ¼ of the film, we will stop at 26 minutes. At this part, 
there is a beautiful close up camera shot of Amy opening up a chest. 
We will stop the film right before we find out what is inside. This will 
prompt us to do a descriptive writing piece about what is inside the 
chest, and why it is so important to Amy. We will focus on using 
descriptive language and discuss to the camera person used beautiful 
describing images therefore we must use describing words. 
 
English: We will be looking at the life cycle of geese, starting from the 
egg. Students will create an art piece that will prompt them for their 
writing about the life cycle of a goose as well as different parts of a 
goose. 
We will look at writing up a reflection about our nest STEM projects. 
What materials did you use? Why did you choose those materials? 
How did you ensure that those materials stayed together? What 
struggles did you have? What successes did you have? If you could do 
this activity again, what would you do differently?  
 
GPS:  We will focus on using descriptive language in our writing. 
Students will have an opportunity to enhance sentences by adding 
adjectives to them.  
 
STEM: Students will work in groups of 2 or 3 to create their own birds 
nest. We will begin by first looking at these questions: 

● How strong can you make your birds nest? 
● Will your birds nest stay together in the wind? 
● How deep does your nest need to be to keep the eggs safe? 
● Would your birds nest be comfortable? 
● What happens if it rains? 

After discussing these questions, we will go outside to the local park 
and pick natural materials to make our own birds nest. We will use our 

 
English Skills: 
- Leave spaces between words 
- Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 
- Use capital letters for proper nouns. 
- Use common plural & verb suffixes 
- Listen & respond appropriately 
- Ask relevant questions 
- Maintain attention & participate 
-  Use very common prefixes & suffixes 
- Form lower case letters correctly 
- Compose sentences orally before writing 
- Read own writing to peers or teachers 
- Spell very common ‘exception’ words 
- Read contractions & understand purpose 
- Make simple predictions  
-Read phonics books aloud  
-Link reading to own experiences  
-Join in with predictable phrases  
-Discuss significance of title & events  
-Make simple predictions 
 

 
STEM Skills: 
-    Given a number, identify one more and one less 
-    Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations 
including the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less 
than (fewer), most, least 
-    Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words. 
-   Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 
subtraction (–) and equals (=) signs 
-    Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 



STEM skills to construct our own nest to be put into trees outside of 
our classroom. 
To carry on from making our own birds nest, we will link the activity 
and length and weight. We will look at how heavy our nest is and how 
long our nest is. Does the nest need to be light or heavy? Why? Does 
the birds nest need to be longer or shorter than the bird egg/bird? 
Why? How could we measure our nests? How could we measure our 
eggs? 
Our explicit STEM Groups will focus on column subtraction and using 
our partitioning skills to subtract. 
Every week we will be looking at flight and how we can construct paper 
airplanes to fit different criteria. The students will work in groups to 
design, create, and test out their airplanes. This week we will be 
looking at creating an airplane that can fly the shortest distance. 
Students will record their findings on their ipads using a video vlog. 
 
 
 
Reading Tree:  We will deduce, infer and interpret information, events 
and ideas from a variety of texts used for our reading tree.  

   
 

-   Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 
9.  
-Use common vocabulary for comparison, e.g. heavier, taller, full, longest, 
quickest  
-Begin to measure length, capacity, weight 
-Identify basic plants  
-Identify basic plant parts (roots, leaves, flowers, etc.)  
-Identify & compare common animals  
-Identify & name basic body parts  
-Distinguish between objects & materials  
-Identify & name common materials  
-Describe simple properties of some materials  
-Compare & classify materials 

Friday 19th January 
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: This week, students will write about how Amy felt 
when she opened the chest and saw geese! How did she feel about 
taking care of the geese? What resources did she need to find in order 
to care for them properly? Did she name the geese straight away? 
What names did she choose and why? 
 
Messy Maths: Exploring the link between weight and length. 

Skills:  
Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell 
days of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case 
letters correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally 
before writing ·Read own writing to peers or teachers 



 
PE/ Sports: Athletics Skills and Drills – Long jump/High jump/Running 
 

 
WEEK 4 THEME: Deforestation  
Monday 22nd January  – Wednesday 24th January  
Learning Experiences: On Monday of this week, we will be going on 
a trip to the Science Museum. During this trip we will look at flight and 
have an understanding of different types of planes. This will help us in 
our learning in weeks to come. 
This week we will have a focus on deforestation and begin to look at 
why the geese were abandoned in the forest.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions What is 
deforestation? Why does deforestation happen? How can we help 
prevent deforestation? What are the lasting side effects of 
deforestation? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making The 
film uses beautiful aerial camera shots to show us the beauty of the 
forests in Canada. Why do we think the cinematographer did that?  
 
English: We will look at environmental activists and have an 
understanding of how they are trying to save our planet from 
deforestation. We will create our own posters and create a rally in our 
school where we will share our views on deforestation.  
We will write simple poems that use repetition to portray how we must 
save the environment and save trees from deforestation. 
 
GPS:  We will look at commands and how language on posters can 
create impact.  
 
STEM: We will begin to look at how we can help deforestation in our 
own environment. This can be done by creating bird feeders and 
placing them in our own trees outside. We will use our fine motor skills 
to create bird feeders. 
We will look at halves and ¼’s of objects by investigating bird eggs. 
We will look at what a ½ and a ¼ of an egg looks like.  
Our explicit STEM Groups will focus on multiplication and using 
different techniques such as arrays to answer multiplication questions. 

Skills: 

 
English Skills: 
-Name letters of the alphabet  
-Spell very common ‘exception’ words  
-Spell days of the week  
-Use very common prefixes & suffixes  
-Form lower case letters correctly  
-Form capital letters & digits  
-Compose sentences orally before writing  
-Read own writing to peers or teachers Grammar  
-Leave spaces between words  
-Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
-Use capital letters for proper nouns.  
-Use common plural & verb suffixes Speaking & Listening  
-Listen & respond appropriately  
-Ask relevant questions  
-Maintain attention & participate 
-Match graphemes for all phonemes  
-Read accurately by blending sounds  
-Read words with very common suffixes  
-Read contractions & understand purpose  
-Read phonics books aloud  
-Link reading to own experiences  
-Join in with predictable phrases  
-Discuss significance of title & events  
-Make simple predictions 



Every week we will be looking at flight and how we can construct paper 
airplanes to fit different criteria. The students will work in groups to 
design, create, and test out their airplanes. This week we will be 
looking at creating an airplane that can fly to a designated landing 
spot. Students will record their findings on their ipads using a video 
vlog. 
 
 
 
Reading Tree:  We will identify and comment on the structure and 
organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational 
features at a text level. 

    

  

 
STEM Skills: 
-Recognise & use ½ & ¼ 
-Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays 
-Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 
-Design purposeful, functional & appealing products  
-Generate, model & communicate ideas  
-Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks  
-Evaluate existing products & own ideas  
-Build and improve structure & mechanisms  
-Understand where food comes from 

Friday 26th January  
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Continue our diary entries from the point of view of 
Amy. How does she feel when she sees the forests being cut down? 
What does she think of it all? 
 
Messy Maths: ½ and ¼ of objects. 
 
PE/ Sports:  Athletics Skills and Drills – Long jump/High jump/Running 

Skills:  
● Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell 

days of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case 
letters correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally 
before writing ·Read own writing to peers or teachers 

 
WEEK 5 THEME:  Extra Extra Read All About It! DC3 



Monday 29th January – Wednesday 31st January 
Learning Experiences: Flight is one of the main themes in this film. 
We will begin to look at flight and why it was such an important factor 
to Amy in this film.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions How do the news 
reports help Amy and her family? Was the media a positive or negative 
things for the geese and Amy?  
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making News 
reporting is its own type of film. How does a news report differ from 
other types of film? 
 
English:  
In the film, Amy and her family receive a lot of publicity of news reports 
and newspapers about their adventure from Canada to America. We 
will create our own newspaper report focusing on the key facts of 
Amy’s adventure with the geese. 
We will turn our newspaper articles into news reports by using iMovie 
to create news anchor stations. 
 
GPS:We will look at different techniques to write a newspaper article. 
What features must we have? Heading, subheading, information etc. 
 
STEM:  
Between DC3, we will be creating a STEM projects that will look at 
making a flying machine. We will first look at the 4 principles of flight: 

1. weight 
2. thrust 
3. lift 
4. drag 

From these four principles, we will design, create, adjust, test etc our 
own flying machines. 
Amy and her family had to plan out the timing of their adventure from 
Canada to America. Year 1 will look at time and how it is important to 
Amy and her geese. We will focus on o’clock, half past and time 
relating Maths questions. 
Our explicit STEM Groups will focus on worded addition and 
subtraction questions. We will emphasise what words mean addition 
(together, all together) and what words mean subtraction (left over) 
 

Skills: 

 
 
English Skills: 
-Name letters of the alphabet  
-Spell very common ‘exception’ words  
-Spell days of the week  
-Use very common prefixes & suffixes  
-Form lower case letters correctly  
-Form capital letters & digits  
-Compose sentences orally before writing  
-Read own writing to peers or teachers Grammar  
-Leave spaces between words  
-Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
-Use capital letters for proper nouns.  
-Use common plural & verb suffixes Speaking & Listening  
-Listen & respond appropriately  
-Ask relevant questions  
-Maintain attention & participate 
-Match graphemes for all phonemes  
-Read accurately by blending sounds  
-Read words with very common suffixes  
-Read contractions & understand purpose  
-Read phonics books aloud  
-Link reading to own experiences  
-Join in with predictable phrases  
-Discuss significance of title & events  
-Make simple predictions 
 
STEM Skills: 
-Use common vocabulary for comparison, e.g. heavier, taller, full, longest, 
quickest  



 
Reading Tree:  
Retell a story with approximate sequence and identify main characters. 
Answer comprehension questions regarding the sequencing of events 
in the text. 
 

 

-Begin to measure length, capacity, weight 
-Use +, - and = symbols  
-Use time & ordering vocabulary  
-Tell the time to hour/half-hour 
-Know number bonds to 20  
-add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 
-Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays 
-Design purposeful, functional & appealing products  
-Generate, model & communicate ideas  
-Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks  
-Evaluate existing products & own ideas  
-Build and improve structure & mechanisms  
-Distinguish between objects & materials  
-Identify & name common materials  
-Describe simple properties of some materials  
-Compare & classify materials 
 
 

Friday 2nd January  
Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: Continue our diary entries from the point of view of 
Amy. How does Amy feel when she sees herself on the news? Does 
Amy feel as if the news reporters got all of the information correct? 
 
Messy Maths:  Focus on time 
 
PE/ Sports:  Athletics Skills and Drills – Long jump/High jump/Running 

Skills:  
● Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell 

days of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case 
letters correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally 
before writing ·Read own writing to peers or teachers 

 
WEEK 6 THEME:  Flight 
Monday 5th February – Wednesday 7th February 
Learning Experiences: We will continue to look at flight. Flight is one 
of the main themes in this film. We will begin to look at flight and why it 
was such an important factor to Amy in this film. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions What is flight? 
What can fly? How do they fly? Can we fly? How does Amy fly? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making We will 
look at the part of the video where Amy and her family discuss what is 

Skills: 

 



needed in order to put her into a flying machine. Is it safe for Amy to 
fly? 
 
English: What is the history of flight? Year 1 will look at the Wright 
Brothers and how they changed flight forever! Year 1 will participate in 
carousel activities that will allow them to learn about different aviation 
specialists such as Amelia Earhart, Jean Batten and how they 
changed the face of aviation. 
We will write about our STEM egg project and share our findings in a 
scientific way. We will ensure that we write our hypothesis, our findings 
and ways that we would amend our nest if we could. 
 
GPS: we will look at using scientific terminology into our writing and 
ensuring that we have everything that we need to create a logical 
sentence. 
 
 
STEM:. Our exciting STEM project will begin! This project will 
encompass everything we have learnt about birds, nests and flight! We 
will create our own ‘nest’ for a raw egg. We must make sure the nest is 
as soft, padded and comfortable for the egg as we will be dropping it 
from a variety of heights. We must take what we have learnt from the 
four principles of flight and create a nest that will ensure that the egg 
does not break from the 4 different heights that we drop it at. 
This STEM project will lend itself perfectly to height as we will look at 
measuring the different lengths that we will drop the eggs from. 
Every week we will be looking at flight and how we can construct paper 
airplanes to fit different criteria. The students will work in groups to 
design, create, and test out their airplanes. This week we will be 
looking at creating an airplane that can hold the largest amount of 
weight. Students will record their findings on their ipads using a video 
vlog. 
 
 
 
Reading Tree: We will focus on retelling the main idea of a story and 
participate in group discussions whilst also completing comprehension 
questions about the text. 

English Skills: 
-Name letters of the alphabet  
-Spell very common ‘exception’ words  
-Spell days of the week  
-Use very common prefixes & suffixes  
-Form lower case letters correctly  
-Form capital letters & digits  
-Compose sentences orally before writing  
-Read own writing to peers or teachers Grammar  
-Leave spaces between words  
-Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
-Use capital letters for proper nouns.  
-Use common plural & verb suffixes Speaking & Listening  
-Listen & respond appropriately  
-Ask relevant questions  
-Maintain attention & participate 
-Match graphemes for all phonemes  
-Read accurately by blending sounds  
-Read words with very common suffixes  
-Read contractions & understand purpose  
-Read phonics books aloud  
-Link reading to own experiences  
-Join in with predictable phrases  
-Discuss significance of title & events  
-Make simple predictions 

 
STEM Skills: 
-Design purposeful, functional & appealing products  
-Generate, model & communicate ideas  
-Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks  
-Evaluate existing products & own ideas  
-Build and improve structure & mechanisms  
-Distinguish between objects & materials  
-Identify & name common materials  
-Describe simple properties of some materials  
-Compare & classify materials 
-Use common vocabulary for comparison, e.g. heavier, taller, full, longest, 
quickest  
-Begin to measure length, capacity, weight  



-Use time & ordering vocabulary  
Friday 9th February  
Friday Big Write: This is our final instalment of our Diary Entry as 
Amy. How does she feel when she arrives to America? How does she 
feel when she has to leave her birds behind? 
 
Messy Maths:.  The 4 processes  
 
PE/ Sports:  Athletics Skills and Drills – Long jump/High jump/Running 

Skills:  
● Name letters of the alphabet ·Spell very common ‘exception’ words ·Spell 

days of the week ·Use very common prefixes & suffixes ·Form lower case 
letters correctly ·Form capital letters & digits ·Compose sentences orally 
before writing ·Read own writing to peers or teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


