
 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Welcome to our Week 3 spring term Newsletter and to another opportunity to hear about the latest news, 
developments and learning being achieved by our Greenside students. At Friday 19th January we are unbelievably 
already halfway through their very short 6 week half term! 
 
Letter Home 
I do hope you received a copy of our 1st day of term letter by e-mail on Wednesday 3rd January. This letter gave 
dates about up and coming events and also explained the context of the Report sheet that your daughter/ son 
brought home that week too. We were pleased to share their Data Capture 2 grades and to help you have a 
clearer understanding of their current attainment against Age Related Expectations (ARE) within their year group. 
 
Newsletter 
We do find a number of parents/ carers tell us that they haven’t read the Newsletter and we can only reiterate that 
we put this document together every other week and e-mail it out (with a copy on the website and paper copies in 
the Foyer) so that you can be as well informed as possible about all the different aspects of Greenside life and all 
the things that affect your daughter/ son’s learning. It really is important for all parents/ carers to take the time to 
read the information as it is our main form of communication every second Friday. 
 
We are Scientists! We are now firmly in our stride of being ‘Inside the Green-Screen “and “Inside the 
 
Green-Science Lab’ and enjoying being Scientists every day! 
 
Safeguarding 
Thank you to all our parents/ carers for supporting the safeguarding/ security changes with Nursery and Y1 
students at morning ‘drop off’ and afternoon ‘pick up’ this has been greatly appreciated. 
 
Ms Johnstone returns 
We are delighted to welcome Rebecca Johnstone back to Greenside next week after a 2 week period of Jury 
Service - we have missed her lots! Our thanks go to Michelle Williams and Caroline Allen who have worked with 
our Y2 students Mondays to Wednesdays in her absence. 
 
Maths Learning Walk 
At our recent Maths Learning Walk we were asked again about the times table level of expectation in each year 
group - please note the National Curriculum states: 
In Y1 - students should be able to count to 100 and across 100 
In Y2 - they should know times table 2, 3 and 5 and be able to count forward and backwards in 10s 
In Y3 - they should also know times tables 4 and 8 
In Y4 - they learn 6, 7 and 9. 
 
100 Years of Voting! 
We are very much looking forward to this opportunity to explore the history and changes of voting with students 
and families. We will be sharing our month of learning and celebration is a message home next week. 
 
You may have heard the new year news from Ofsted. They have changed the Inspection rules again. In the 
 
past ‘good’ schools would have a one day re-inspection. If on this day the Inspector thought they were now 
possibly ‘outstanding’ they could return the next day with a bigger Inspection Team and look to convert the school 
to ‘outstanding. 

 
From 1st January 2018 they will no longer covert schools in this way so ‘good’ schools considered ‘outstanding’ will 
remain ‘good’ and told they will be re-inspected in 1-2 years time. Greenside falls into this category! 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the articles below. 
 
Wishing you an excellent two weeks ahead until our next Newsletter! 
Karen 
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1. Message from the Head of School 
 
Happy New Year Greenside! 2018 is upon us and we are looking forward to another year of exciting learning,      
performance, creativity, reflection and fun! We started our year off with a viewing of the new Dr Who, the 13th and 
first female Dr Who in the history of the programme. This was followed up by celebrating the 100 year anniversary of 
women getting the vote! You cannot help but be inspired by such a historic moment in British history. 
We were also lucky enough to have a visit from some refugees who have been supported through Good Chance, the 
charity we support, who had been performing in The Jungle at the Young Vic. The students were utterly amazed at 
the talent of the 3 performers and to hear the stories of the challenges they faced was an incredible way for them to 
see the impact of their charity work, bringing it all to reality. 
 
This term sees us venture into the Green Lab as we explore the wonderful world of science. 
All our film texts this half term have a science link from Honey I Shrunk the Kids to A.I Artificial Intelligence and 
Cosmos: A Space Time Odyssey. I absolutely adore science as it is a world that can open up the eyes of students 
to the 'magic' of the universe. I still remember a science investigation from when I was at primary school where we 
added food colouring to water and placed carnations into a vase, leaving it overnight.  When I returned in the     
morning and the white carnation had turned blue I was stunned and could not wait to find out why, how and a million 
other questions - the magic of science! Seeing our students fascinated in this way is what we all work for everyday 
so we look forward to seeing the learning experiences in each class deliver such awe and wonder as the term      
unfolds. Our Film Crews have each taken an element of science to explore and consider big questions about. They 
will be immersing themselves in their strand of science then investigating their own big questions and will present 
their findings in lots of interesting and creative ways at our usual end of term sharing event. I hope you all have a 
happy and healthy 2018. 
 
2. Sharing Recent Events 
 
a) Maths Workshop 
Robin Yeats says: “We had a great turn out of parents/ carer for our Maths workshop this week. We explored the 
world of ‘Maths in the Movies’, Messy Maths, Arithmetic, Times Table Rock Stars, Mathletics, Test papers and how 
we link our assessments into planning. The highlight was most definitely our families taking part in their very own 
STEM project involving spaghetti and marshmallows which was great fun and became particularly competitive as 
their structures became taller and  more complex. This gave everyone a little insight into the way we teach maths in 
a creative and engaging way thorough film to really inspire the next generation of mathematicians. Maths was the 
winner here!! 

 
 
b) Maths Learning Walk 
On Thursday morning there was an opportunity for our parents/ carers to return to Greenside and join us on an early 
morning Learning Walk to see some Maths in session. Around 20 families came along to talk Maths and see our  
students learning - it was a lovely chance for the adults to speak with our students and hear some of their thoughts 
about Maths learning and to ask a few questions directly. We hope those who attended enjoyed the occasion and 
learnt a little more about this area of the curriculum at Greenside and the national picture. 



 
c) Birthdays at Greenside 
Every month Sofia, our Greenside Cook is going to bake a birthday 
cake for all our students with a birthday that month to share at lunch 
time. We started this week with all of our ‘January babies’ sharing a 
delicious chocolate cake. They loved it! Here is a photo of all of our 
KS1 birthday students sharing their cake. Don't worry August babies! 
You will get a cake in July so you won't miss out during the school 
holidays. A big ‘thank you’ to Sofia for making this wonderful treat for 
all of our students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
d) Sports Leaders 
7 Summits Marathon Challenge: The first challenge is on! Our student sports leaders have started their 7 Summits 
Challenge at lunchtime and ‘kicked off’ with the biggest mountain on earth - Mount Everest. The official unveiling of 
their promo video (available on our YouTube channel) was premiered during the Board Meeting last week and our 
students were really excited. Students will complete as many laps as possible of a 250m track set out by the sports 
leaders, during lunchtime on Wednesdays. The leaders will keep a track of the number of laps completed by each 
student and calculate the total distance covered until they have run the equivalent distance to the height of Everest: 
8,848m. Once they have conquered this peak, they move onto the next of the 7 Summits, Aconcagua in South  
America at 6,960m high. The Sports Leaders have been incredible at working independently to set up the event and 
track the laps so far and this is a great challenge for them to help improve the engagement in exercise at Greenside 
for all. Well done Sports Leaders and go Greenside! 
 
e) Greenside Short Films and Winter Wonderland 
We hope you will enjoy viewing our films from the autumn term over and over again! 
Films link: https://www.youtube.com/user/greensideprimary 

Winter Wonderland Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyH-bYFH6cY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Parent/ Carer Events 
 
a) Reception info hour: 
Next Thursday 25th January, we would like to invite our Reception Parents/ carers to the hall for an information hour 
from 9.00am, where Kimberley Buchanan will discuss with parents/ carers 2018 arrangements for statutory          
assessment in Reception. This includes our moderation and internal assessment procedures, and the expectations 
for students at the end of the year. This will be really helpful for all parents/ carers to understand the assessment 
expectations of the students at the end of the year.If you are unable to attend or have any further questions, please 
don't hesitate to get in touch with Ms Buchanan before then for more information.   
 
b) Annie at Greenside 
Yesterday we closed applications for our ‘Play in a Day’ and we will cast next Monday. After that our students will 
spend all day together on Tuesday 30th January rehearsing for a performance of Annie on the same night! This sort 
of venture is highly challenging and lots of fun. We have just 6 hours to learn lines, songs and get a performance 
ready. Our parents/ carers are invited to a 6.00pm performance (ticket only) on Tuesday 30th January so that we can 
share our ‘work of art’! We hope you will join us! 
Tickets will go on sale next Monday (22nd January) from the Office - £1 for adults (to fund the performance). There 
are lots of students involved so please buy early! 
Here’s to a a great day (Maybe!) 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/greensideprimary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyH-bYFH6cY


 
Attendance 
We have begun the new year with renewed vigour with regards to attendance and we are ready to strive for our best 
figures yet. Every week we have a special treat for the class with the best attendance - a big well done to Year 5 who 
were the worthy winners of the 'Attendance Plum' for being our winners last week. Tuesday 30th January sees our 
next 100% Attendance Day - we are really looking forward to seeing if we can beat our previous results. Come on 
Greenside, let's make this our opportunity to get that 100%!!!! 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 
 
Our Film Inspired English and STEM Learning for spring term 1 links with our Science themes. All our Films explore 
‘big questions’ about life and the universe and are designed to promote interesting World Critical Thinking. We hope 
you enjoy reading about them. 
 
May I also remind parents/ carers that at the start of every half term we publish the class learning plans on our web-
site for you to track the knowledge, skills and understanding your daughter/ son will cover in the weeks ahead. This 
provides a good outline of the curriculum coverage and types of assignment and Learning Experiences planned for 
the half term ahead. 
 
a) Nursery Find Nemo 
Nursery have loved watching Finding Nemo this term and learning all about the different types of fish and creatures 
that live on coral reefs. Alongside our watching of Nemo, we've also been watching parts of the recent Blue Planet II 
series and learning more about how animals like Nemo and his friends survive on the reef. We were very shocked to 
learn though that there are so many dangers facing these animals at the moment. From coral bleaching to plastics in 
the ocean, there are many threats facing sea animals and we all need to do our bit to help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Reception Find Dory! 
This term in Reception we have been learning about water and weather. The film that we have been exploring is 
Finding Dory. After watching the film, the students became passionate about protecting the oceans and underwater 
creatures. They began making environmental posters to raise awareness about water pollution. The Reception    
students also enjoyed baking and creating advertisements for our bake sale to help raise money to visit the London 
Sea Life Aquarium. Have a look at some photos from the day! 

 
Bake Sale: 
Ms Morra tells us: “On Friday the 12th of January, Reception hosted their very own bake sale in order to raise money 
for our trip to the London Sea Life Aquarium. We are proud to announce that we were able to raise enough money to 
attend this trip! We are really looking forward to going next Wednesday the 24th of January. A BIG thank you to all 
parents and staff for generously donating your time, money, and baked goods to help us with this trip. Thank you 
also to the students in Reception for baking such delicious cookies and for helping to make posters to advertise for 
the bake sale. It was a very successful event” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Y1 Fly Away Home 
How long does a mother goose have to sit on the eggs before they hatch? Just ask a Y1 and they can tell you the 
answer. Y1 are already enjoying their learning through the film Fly Away Home. They have looked at how to make a 
bird’s nest, created planes and wrote predictions. We cannot wait to see where the next weeks take us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
d) Y2 
This term Y2 has joined the Szalinski family in the film Honey I Shrunk the Kids. We have jam packed our STAR 
Days with lots of great writing pieces, stimulus art, science and lots of Maths in the Movies! Students have been de-
veloping different styles of writing such as writing from different viewpoints and characters from the film. We have 
used our knowledge of commas and connectives to speak from the mind of the house dog Corky and produced 
some wonderful art to go along with it. We have made a start on our Living Things and Habitats science strand and 
investigated the life cycle of a bumble bee and look forward to performing and testing some great experiments in the 
next few weeks. 
In Y2 we are exploring lots of new, wonderful maths – learning a new strategy for solving problems in the morning 
then applying to worded or reasoning problems in the afternoon. We have started up our “Maths in the Movies” 
booklet that will be filled with tricky worded problems and Maths challenges throughout the term. Students have 
thrown themselves into this film with as much enthusiasm as the last, with lots of talk of science, inventions and   
experiments being heard all around! 

 
e) Y3 - Inside the Chocolate Factory! 
We have begun our 2018 learning with a visit to the chocolate factory in Y3! Our new film is Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory (the original version!) and, true to form, our classroom has been turned into an inventing room! 
The students all received golden tickets to enter and they have been hooked ever since! This week we have been 
focusing on Violet Beauregarde and her obsessive gum chewing. We have designed our own weird and wonderful 
gum flavours and have written descriptive pieces using prepositions to describe what happens when you eat the 
gum. However, being surrounded by sweets has sparked our curiosity about healthy eating, and we have been using 
our STEM sessions to find out how much sugar is hidden inside our favourite snacks - you wouldn't believe how 
much there is in a can of coca cola! So we decided to invent new, healthier snacks for Mr Wonka to sell, which we 
will hopefully be able to showcase in a few week's time. 



 
f) Y4 - Our Heroes! 
Y4 have started their exploration of the film Big Hero 6 and have been examining what makes a hero whilst setting 
up their very own ‘Nerd Lab’ in the classroom. They have been designing and inventing robots that will hopefully one 
day make a difference for people. Leon has designed a pen that writes what you are thinking; Samara a bear that 
keeps you focused; Mahdiya a toothbrush that dispenses the right amount of toothpaste. 
Our nerd lab is set in Japan and this week they painted Hokusai’s the ‘Great Wave’ which we absolutely loved - us-
ing paintbrushes, fingers and splatters to depict the movement of a crashing wave. 
 
g) Y5 - Cybertronics 
Y5 have had another excellent start to a term. We have taken some complex 21st century questions, from the film 
A.I. Artificial Intelligence, to explore.  Students have taken on the role as Cybertronics employees. They began by 
presenting their own robot designs to the company and wrote persuasive speeches to prevent 'mecha' from being 
destroyed at the brutal Flesh Fair. Y5 have now begun to explore the world of computer programming. They used an 
app - Tinker - to learn the basics of coding. Moving forwards, the new Cybertronics employees will begin to build and 
programme their very own robot vehicles. They will continue to question our use of robots and their place in our fu-
tures... or our place in their future!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
h) Y6 - Cosmos: A Space time Odyssey 
This term Y6 are exploring the history of planet Earth through the documentary       
Cosmos: A Space time Odyssey. This film takes us through the history of our           
universe, the vastness of space and the staggering intensity of time. It looks at our 
place in the universe and how the world as we know it has evolved over time. Y6 have   
begun writing the story of our planet and looking at how forms of life have evolved 
over time. We have been really struck by the vastness of the universe and all the huge 
questions it provokes: does the universe have an end? Is our universe just one part of 
a much larger multiverse? How large is the Virgo Supercluster in comparison to the 
Milky Way? So many questions! 
 

 
5. Student Stars at Greenside 
 
It’s always an honour to be nominated as a Greenside Star of the Week and even better to see your photograph in 
the Foyer as Screen Star - it’s pretty special to be the 1st one in the whole of 2018 so we offer our congratulations to 
Hugo and Suha for achieving this - you have started the new year so well! 
 
a) Greenside STARS 
Maxwell for his excellent writing in Phonics with Ms Morra(Nursery) 
Coco for being a tidy up star! (Nursery) 
 
Abubakr for writing a Titanic warning letter.(Reception) 
Ibrahim for subtracting numbers from 20(Reception) 
 
Albert for his great research into Isambard Kingdom Brunel for Crew 2. (Y1) 
Ines for demonstrating confidence when going into Crew this term. Well done Ines! (Y1) 
Zahra for showing her amazing art skills when re-creating an art piece by Ted Harrison(Y1) 
 
Momen for listening, learning and applying strategies to subtract from 10. (Y2) 
Miya for her wonderful determination in grasping column subtraction using 3 digit numbers(Y2) 
Joe for having a focused afternoon in Crew learning and writing about Albert Einstein(Y2) 



 
Maisey for being a Maths star this week, making great use of partitioning to multiply 2-digit numbers(Y3) 
Mary for inspiring some wonderful ideas in Crew(Y3) 
Hugo for his ‘I have a dream speech’(Y3) 
 
Mei Lin for her heroic haiku and villainous verse and perspective drawing perfection (Y4) 
Suha for singing for Good Change (Y4) 
 
Mya for having a positive attitude towards her learning and having a systematic approach to Maths(Y5) 
Hannah for her intelligent research in her medicine work. (Y5) 
 
Abdullah for his utter amazement and total enjoyment of our trip to the Natural History Museum(Y6) 
Amber from Crew 2 for her Fem-engineering skills in building sturdy bridges and tall towers(Y6) 
 
 
6. Can you help? 
We have a delightful little boy in Y2 who needs an adult to support him each lunchtime to go in to the playground and 
enjoy the freedom of playing with friends. Due to a medical condition he needs someone with him to look out for him 
at all times. We are looking for local person who could take on this job - coming in every day Monday- Friday from 
12.00 noon to 1.00pm. This is a paid position. If you think you could do this or know someone who might be         
interested please contact Denise Hughes (SENCo) denisehughes@greensideschool.org as soon as possible. 
 
7. Community Events & Information 
 
a) The Jungle comes to Greenside 
After the enormous success of Greenside’s charity fundraising for Good Chance we were thrilled to host a visit from 
some of the cast of The Young Vic’s recent play The Jungle. Three of the refugees who perform in the play and other 
members of Good Chance and the production came over on Monday 8th January. They joined for for lunch and then 
all our students from Nursery to Y6 watched with awe, wonder and baited breath as they sang, drummed, played 
guitar and performed the most incredible circus style skills and tricks, including juggling whilst balancing on 3 rubber 
shapes and a board. At this point the students and adults were daring themselves to actually watch for fear that   
Gulan would fall! It was humbling and interesting to hear the stories of The Jungle itself and to raise the reality of why 
our Greenside and TEF Charity & Celebration fund raising has been invaluable. The Refugees and all those from 
Good Chance had a wonderful time at Greenside. 
The Jungle ended its run at the Young Vic the next day and so the next adventure for them all begins. 
 
b) Phoenix Island 
One of the charity projects took place at a number of our TEF academies. Last term Greenside asked students 
across the country to donate £1 and a line for a story with the title Phoenix Island. We collected lots and lots and lots 
of lines! I typed these and then Greenside students helped me edit them in to a ‘Found Story’ - quite literally a story 
that we found/ made using all the lines and putting them together to make a narrative. As you can imagine it took 
ages (!) but it is a rather lovely piece of writing and I am proud of the final version. Please take some time to read it 
(Kelly please add website link) 
 
Here’s the title picture and the 1st verse! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  

The magic of the island was unknown. 

Except to a group of special young people in England – 2017.  

Some believed it had never actually existed. 

Others believed it represented hope and peace that would last forever. 

The dreams of many children were captured in the words. 

And this is how they told it... 
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8. Interesting Greenside Learning News 
 
a) Dr Who - Regenerating at Greenside 
 
In KS1 we threw ourselves into the world of Dr Who. All students were fascinated by the Time Lord and in particular 
is amazing Tardis. We watched various clips of the Tardis transporting to different time dimensions, from the very 
first episode to the most recent. This inspired us to write a story titled “When I stepped into my Tardis…”. It was won-
derful to read the range of imagination and exciting language the students included. We also focused on some of the 
recurring characters in Dr Who and become fixated on Aliens! We used our art skills to develop a unique alien in 
teams of 4 and then used our knowledge of adjectives and similes to describe them. This produced more amazing 
writing and fantastic discussion about why some of their aliens had certain special features. We incorporated Maths 
into our day by counting the legs on aliens and using this as a tool for multiplication and repeated addition. Some 
students wrote some alien word problems to share with their peers.   
 
Industrial Revolution day was also a huge success in KS1. Students were intrigued by the lives of children in       
Victorian times and counted themselves very lucky that they had such a wonderful school to come to every day in-
stead of working in a mill! In STEM role teams we used our Ipads and investigated different inventions born out of 
the revolution and how they have adapted through time. This was used as a stimulus for a “Dragons Den” style   
activity where students learnt and used their debating skills to present their chosen invention to a panel of Dragons! 
The Dragons took their roles very seriously and it was apparent we have some very harsh critics in KS1! 

 
Y3 students really enjoyed being immersed in the Doctor Who universe when we arrived back at school after the 
Winter break. We took inspiration from the new female lead and placed ourselves in the role of the doctor. We de-
signed our own doctor's costumes and invented brand new gadgets to carry around in our doctor's bag. We then 
wrote instruction manuals to pass on to the next doctor about how to use each of our new gadgets. We really got into 
the spirit of the role and had great fun! 
 
Y4 loved going back to the Industrial Revolution and compared images from 
‘before and after’ across Kensal Moss. They were stunned and shocked in 
learning the difference it had on the landscape, trees, rivers and turning the sky 
pink from pollution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Y6 loved immersing themselves in the world of Dr Who. We wrote new epi-
sodes for the thirteenth Doctor - imagining all the possible time travelling capers that they might get involved in. 
Thanks to Nancy for this piece of learning:  
 
 
b) Inspiring Reading in KS2 
Ms Webber explains: “We are challenging our KS2 students to get involved in our ‘Reading for Pleasure’ initiative 
this term. All of our students in Y3 - Y6 have selected a reading book and should be reading a little at home every 
night. We cannot underestimate what a difference this can make to your daughter/ son’s progress as it exposes them 
to such a rich variety of language, grammatical styles and opens them up to a wealth of different experiences. We 
will be sending a reading log home soon and there will be a weekly reading challenge for them to get involved in as 
well. To begin, we are asking for students to take a photo of themselves reading in an 'extreme' situation. Maybe you 
could be photographed reading on the top of a climbing frame, in a swimming pool or at the supermarket checkout? 
We cannot wait to see what you come up with! 
We will also be sharing our filmed Reading Recommendations with our GGL peers over the coming weeks 
 
c) Early Trips around Town! 
 
Y6 Trip to Natural History Museum 
Ms Webber tells us: “To kick off our term of learning inspired by the documentary series Cosmos: A Space time    
Odyssey, we went to the Natural History Museum to explore their Earth Galleries. This was a really inspiring        
experience for all of us as we were totally struck by the amazing history of our planet. We found out lots of infor-
mation to develop our understanding of what we had seen in the documentary. We tracked the development of   
planet earth all the way from the Big Bang to life as we know it today. Along the way we go to experience what an 
earthquake feels like, to see the collection of animals, to stand under the enormous blue whale and we even got to 
hold the tooth of a Megaladon! It was the perfect way to inspire us all 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c) Times Tables 
Please see information in the introduction above 
 
9. Home Learning Challenge 
 
Please design and make any wonderful posters you are able to promote Annie. 
Greenside - 6.00pm on Tuesday 31st January - A Play in a Day! 
If students are able to help with this task please bring them in asap so we can display around the site - with many 
thanks! 

Have a wonderful two weeks ahead! 
Karen 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Karen Bastick—Styles Executive Head 


