
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
      STAR Workshops Planning: Summer 2 – 2017                                Year 6: Robin Yeats & Claire Davies 

                       Film Text(s): Madagascar 
 

WEEK 1 THEME: Madagascar! 

Mon 5th June – Fri 9th June 

Learning Experiences: 
Tues / Wed - Borough cricket competition for boys / girls teams.  
 
Students begin preparations for their end of year leavers play - Madagascar! 
They explore the impact of music on the scenes by analysing particular scenes 
using the ‘sound on picture off’ technique. What can they establish is happening? 
How does the music influence the pace of the scene or the emotions? Which 
sounds are diegetic and non-diegetic? How do you know? Students then produce a 
written analysis of the sound in the film and it’s impact on both the viewer and the 
action.  
 
Let’s get dancing! Students begin to create their own choreography for the songs in 
the film for the play. Students are split into groups and each given a song to 
develop some choreography for. They need to consider the speed, melody and 
lyrical content of the song. How can this translate into a whole class performance? 
Will everyone be doing the same thing? What will different characters be doing? 
 
Students turn the classroom into a Madagascan landscape - Students will work in 
groups to develop different artistic elements to transform the classroom. We will 
create large scale lettering, jungle and beach scenes, filled with animals native to 
the island.  
 
Madagascar Research project - Introduction to the Island of Madagascar. 
Students will explore the island of Madagascar, identifying its location on a world 
map and calculate the distance between London and Antananarivo, converting into 
different units of distance. They will work collaboratively in teams to investigate a 
key state of the country, which will join up to form a large, detailed map of 
Madagascar for display. They will identify key landmarks as well as start to 
investigate the history of the island - how it was formed and how animals and 
humans arrived on the island. Students will start to create a PowerPoint/ Book 
creator about the key geographical information of Madagascar and the history of 
the island to continually add to over the half term ready for a final presentation.  
 
Rehearsals: Students will have time to rehearse their scenes for the play ready for 
the final auditions.  
Auditions! - students will formally audition for their parts in the play.  

Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting 
measurements of length 

● read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and 
determine the value of each digit 

● round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy 
● multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number 

using the formal written method of long multiplication 
● solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of 

measure, using decimal notation up to three decimal places where 
appropriate 

● convert between miles and kilometres 
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to 
their functional properties and aesthetic qualities  

● select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals. 

● describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

● human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links etc. 



WEEK 2 THEME: My Character and Me. 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th June   

Learning Experiences: 
 
Madagascar Research Project - The Wildlife of Madagascar and Animal 
information reports (based on the animals in the film). 
Students will thoroughly investigate the diverse wildlife that populates 
Madagascar. They will select one species that they find intriguing (or is their 
character in the play) and will create a detailed information report about that 
species to add to their iPad presentation. It must include common name, 
scientific name, appearance, diet, habitat, life span, behaviour, endangered 
status, predators and their status in the wild. Students will then work 
collaboratively in pairs to create information reports on the characters that 
star in the movie. These will be displayed around the classroom in poster 
form. Students will also draw their species on A3 using different media to 
build on the classroom immersive display.  
 
STEM learning: 
In the film the animals find themselves on the island of Madagascar and want 
to get off and back to New York. This week the students will plan out the 
vehicle that they will build to escape the island. What kind of vehicle will it 
be? What materials will you need? What are the challenges you will face? 
How will you decorate it? Students will research the weights of the animals in 
the film that want to escape and calculate the average weights. They will 
calculate the actual measurements of their vehicle by exploring the concept 
of scale. Students will consider the forces acting upon their vehicle, 
dependant on the type of vehicle it is. Students will use their iPads to 
document the process and note the activity of the day, the challenges they 
faced and how they used their world ready skills to overcome them.  
 
Rehearsals - Now that students know their parts, they work on learning their 
lines, developing the character and considering what their costume could be. 
The whole class begin to work on the first song based on the choreography 
created in week 1.  
 

Skills: 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 

where necessary 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs 
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure 

text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 
underlining] 

● calculate and interpret the mean as an average 
● solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where 

missing values can be found by using integer multiplication and 
division facts 

● solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is 
known or can be found 

● Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according 
to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-organisms, plants and animals 

● Give reasons for classifying animals based on specific characteristics. 
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
● select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 

including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to 
their functional properties and aesthetic qualities  

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately  

Fri 16th June 

Learning Experiences:  
Singing Rehearsals: Students rehearse and perform the song from this week 
as a whole group including finalising choreography. We film the performance 
and analyse it as a group, with students noting areas for improvement and 
how relevant the choreography is.  
 

Skills:  
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 



 
Fri 23rd June 

 
Thursday & Friday = CPD Days: School closed to students.  

Skills: 

 

 WEEK 4 THEME: Why would you want to escape this island? 

Mon 26th June – 30th June 

Must be off script.  
 
Madagascar Research Project: Island Culture and the Human Effect on the 
Environment 
Island Culture: Students will be exploring what it is to be Malagasy - The 
island life, clothing, food, traditions, languages  and employment. They will 
use their Ipads to create presentations on these topics.  Students will work 
collaboratively to recreate a traditional Madagascan meal for us all to share 
on the Wednesday of this week. This will include costing out the ingredients, 
looking at ratio to scale up the recipe for larger numbers, measuring out the 
ingredients accurately and share evenly. Students will make comparisons 
between life in Madagascar, London and New York. Looking at income, 
geographical location, population, employment opportunities, traditions and 
food. 
Human Effect on the Environment: Students will investigate the controversial 
topic of deforestation and soil erosion and the impact it has had on the 
island’s environment. They will create slogans and posters to support the 
cause.  
 

Skills: 
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 

where necessary 
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning 
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs 
● use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting 

measurements of weight and capacity 
● solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified 

degrees of accuracy 
● solve problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using 

knowledge of fractions and multiples. 
● perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and 

large numbers 
● solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, 

deciding which operations and methods to use and why 
● understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 

Big Write: Endangered Species 
Following their investigation into the endangered status of the animals of 
Madagascar, the students write a persuasive piece about why we should 
ensure that animals do not become extinct any more.  

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

●  

WEEK 3 THEME: Y6 Residential to Oxford 

Mon 19th June – 21st June 

 
Class residential trip to Youlbury Scout Camp, Oxford! Students will 
participate in a wide range of outdoor adventure activities from Monday to 
Wednesday. 

Skills: 
 
 



STEM learning: 
Students begin the construction of their vehicle to escape from the island. 
They use a range of materials, tools and techniques to create the vehicle as 
per their original plans. At the end of the session, they write an action plan for 
what they need to do next and what the challenges and changes are they 
might need to make based on their experiences from the day.  Students 
record the process on their iPads with notes on the day’s progress and 
challenges.   
 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America 

● Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according 
to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-organisms, plants and animals 

● Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 
characteristics. 

Fri 30th June 

Learning Experiences:  
Singing Rehearsals: Students rehearse and perform the song from this week 
as a whole group including finalising choreography. We film the performance 
and analyse it as a group, with students noting areas for improvement and 
how relevant the choreography is.  
 
Big Write: Come to Madagascar! 
Students use the in depth knowledge they have developed this week and 
create a travel brochure / poster to convince people to visit Madagascar.  

Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure 
text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, 
underlining 

 

WEEK 5 THEME: The Final Scene! 

Mon 3rd July – 7th July  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Y6 Transition Day - Wednesday.  
Madagascar Research Project – Finalizing project and presentation. 
Students will be using this time to ensure they have all the requirements of 
their project completed and up to a high standard on their iPads. They will 
also take the chance to practice presenting their learning before they do so to 
other classes in the school to give them an audience for their learning and as 
part of the overall offering of the Y6 Leavers Play so they whole school is 
buzzing about Madagascar! 
 
Students will create final elements required for the play: Ticket designs, 
program designs and content, promo posters, decorating the school etc. 
 
Full rehearsals - students deliver a full dress rehearsal allowing them to 
identify what still needs to be refined before the big performance next week. 

Skills: 
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning 
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of 

writing 
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and 

plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register 

● select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals. 

● calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids using 
standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic metres 
(m3), and extending to other units [for example, mm3 and km3]. 

● recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume of 



STEM Learning: 
Students have a final opportunity to add to the build their vehicle. They focus 
on the decoration and smaller details to add some real personality to it. 
Students calculate the volume of their entire vehicle and consider if it is big 
enough to fit their passengers. Students also note all of the different 3D 
shapes that have been used to build their vehicle. How could we create the 
nets of these shapes in order to sell a version of this for other to build at 
home? Students continue to record the process on their iPads.  

shapes 
● use simple formulae 
● recognise, describe and build simple 3-D shapes, including making 

nets 
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

Fri 7th July 

 
Sports Day  

Skills: 

 

WEEK 6 THEME:   Performance Week 

Mon 10th July – Fri 14th July  

Learning Experiences: 
Students take the opportunity to present their Madagascar projects to other 
classes focusing on their speaking and listening skills. 
 
Tues – The Great Elliot Foundation Bake Off Day + Final rehearsals. 
Students spend time finalising their scenes and songs ready for 
performances later in the week.  
 
Wed – Students prepare and deliver a full dress performance for the whole 
school followed by a family garden tea party afterwards. 
 
Class reflect on the whole school performance and consider what needs to 
be improved before the big evening performance. Students work in groups to 
improve their scenes, with time spent as a whole group refining the songs.  
 

Skills: 
● listen and respond appropriately to their peers 
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
● give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes 
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to 
comments 

● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 
English 

● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 
improvisations and debates 

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

Fri 16th July 

Learning Experiences:  
Graduation day messages: Students write their messages for the Graduation 
Day ceremony. They consider their time here at Greenside, what it has 
meant to them, special moments and memories etc.  
 
Big Write: Madagascar Review 
Students write a magazine review of their play. What was good about it? 
Why should people come and see it? Who would like it? Particular 
performances, the costumes, the props and backgrounds etc.  

Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 



WEEK 7 THEME:   Time to Say Goodbye 

Mon 19th July - 23rd July 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Graduation Ceremony - students finalise their preparations for the ceremony 
and then take part in the ceremony with the whole school and parents/ carers 
attending.  
 
Students write a story with themselves and their reception buddy as the 
characters and share them with their buddies in their final session together. 
They create an actual book of the story including illustrations and present it 
as a leaving gift for their buddies.  
 

Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● describing characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

Fri 23rd July 

Learning Experiences:  
Final day sharing - students take time to share their time on the final day 
including getting their shirts and books signed by everyone. 
 
Big Write: Final Reflection 
Students take to opportunity to write a final reflection on their time and 
Greenside and detail their dreams and aspirations for the future.  

Skills: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their 
own 

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 


