
STAR Workshops Planning: Summer 1               Y6, Robin Yeats, Claire Davis 
 

 Film Text(s): Horrible Histories 
 

WEEK 1 THEME: Musicals – Les Miserables 

Tuesday 18 April – Wednesday 19 April 

Learning Experiences: 
We will begin this half term with our whole school theme of musicals by 
exploring one of the most famous and inspiring musicals of all time - Les 
Miserables:  
 
Set against the backdrop of 19th-century France, Les Misérables tells an 
enthralling story of broken dreams and love, passion, sacrifice and 
redemption – a timeless testament to the survival of the human spirit.  
 

 Whole school film viewing of seminal moments in musical movie 
history. 

 Exploring the story of Les Mis: What do you know about it? Analysis 
of various posters / promo materials – what predictions can you 
make? What do you think it is about? What themes are involved? Etc. 

 Creating whole school corridor displays based on Les Mis. 
 
Students will also begin the final preparations for their end of year 
examinations.  
 
We will analyze the DC4 papers + the Easter homework papers, creating 
individual revision plans based on the gaps analysis. Students will work in 
pairs to create the ‘perfect paper’ by going over test papers and tackling 
questions they lost points on again. We will then work a carousel of revision 
tasks based on the questions from both sets of tests papers so that students 
can select the areas they still need support with and rotate around various 
concepts to reinforce understanding.  
 
Friday Big Write –  
Messy Maths –  
Picking up on our Horrible Histories theme of WW1 and looking at rationing. 
Students tackle reasoning questions based on the idea of how much 1 of 

Skills: 
 
- Students to cover the range of skills from the NC as needed on an 
individual basis.  

 
 



something costs. E.g: The logistics department at the MOD says that 3 ration 
packs and water bottle cost £5.25. 6 ration packs cost £2.50. How much is 1 
water bottle? 
 
Reading Tree: Students explore non-fiction texts related to WW1– retrieving 
and recording information, summarizing ideas, explain how information 
contributes to meaning as a whole, how word choice enhances meaning, 
considering the impact of structure, making comparisons between texts.  

WEEK 2 THEME: Mock Week 

Monday 24 April – Wednesday 26 April 

  



Learning Experiences: 
 
Students will complete a mock examination week based on the exact 
timetable of the actual test week and under full exam conditions: 
 
Mon – Reading. 
Tues – Grammar and Spelling. 
Weds – Maths paper 1: arithmetic, Maths paper 2: reasoning. 
Thursday – Maths paper 3: reasoning. 
 
Each test will follow with an immediate reflection of the paper, breaking the 
students into small groups to tackle the questions they found challenging. 
This will follow with revision for the test planned for the next day.  
 
 

Skills: 
 
- Students to cover the range of skills from the NC as needed on an 
individual basis.  
 

 

 

Friday 28 April 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write:  
Students write a diary entry in the role of a WW1 solider from the trenches. 
They watch the Horrible Histories clips and make notes on the conditions of 
the trenches and the feelings of the soldiers.   
 
Messy Maths: 
Reasoning problems based around the idea of measures and scaling up 
quantities. E.g: The soldiers on the front line have porridge oats as their only 
food. They have a 1.5kg bag. They eat 50g a day. How many days can they 
make the bag last? 

Skills:  
 
- Students to cover the range of skills from the NC as needed on an 
individual basis.  
 

WEEK 3 THEME:  The Final Countdown! 

Tuesday 2 May – Wednesday 3 May 

Learning Experiences: 
Students complete final revision tasks based on their individual needs 
through various carousel activities. All staff will be utilized to each run a 
carousel station to target more challenging concepts; students will also 
complete a number of independent stations to reinforce additional concepts. 
Some students can forward themselves as ‘experts’ to share their 
understanding of particular concepts with students, create large scale 
posters to put up on the wall as revision aids etc.  

Skills: 
 
- Students to cover the range of skills from the NC as needed on an 
individual basis.  
 



 
Key concepts : 
Arithmetic – Rounding, long division,  multiplying / dividing 10, 100, 100,  
working with different decimal values, finding percentages, multiplying 
decimals, fractions: adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing, mixed and 
improper, multiplying by whole numbers, bodmas,  
 
Reasoning: algebra, common multiples, negative numbers, missing angles, 
missing co-ordinates, multi-step word problems, area of quadrilaterals and 
triangles, shading fractions, equivalent fractions, lapsed time, ordering FDP, 
translation, working backwards, fractions that remain, analysis of statisics, 
roman numerals, numbers half way between, parallel and perpendicular, 
money problems, mean average, interpreting pie charts, labelling measures 
and intervals, greater than /less than.  
 
Reading: Students will focus on poetry analysis and how this element of 
reading is reflected in a reading test. They explore the author’s use of 
language, the impact and imagery of it, inference and deduction, identifying 
themes.  
 
GPS: Standard English, apostrophes, pronouns, relative clauses, 
main/subordinate clauses, conjunctions at the start of sentences, synonyms, 
word roots, verb, subject, object identification, active / passive voice, past 
progressive, commands, direct / indirect speech, commas changing 
sentences, subjunctive form, determiners.  

 

Friday 5 May 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write:  
Students write a final reflection on their end of year examinations. With the 
tests coming next week, how do you feel?  What areas of your learning do 
you think you have improved on the most? What world Ready skills and 
learning behaviors are going to be important for you next week? What are 
you looking forward to after the tests? 
 
Messy Maths: 
Measures word problems: E.g: The Allied forces are beginning to make 

Skills: 
 
- Students to cover the range of skills from the NC as needed on an 
individual basis.  
 



ground on the Germans. Between the 2 forces there is 25m of no-man’s 
land. The Allies take 7.8m in week 1, 4.2m in week 2, 320cm in week3. How 
much land is left between them? 

 
 

****** WEEK 4 THEME:  END OF YEAR EXAMINATION WEEK ***** 

Monday 8 – Thursday 11 May   

 
Mon – Reading. 
 
Tues – Grammar and Spelling. 
 
Weds – Maths paper 1: arithmetic, Maths paper 2: reasoning. 
 
Thursday – Maths paper 3: reasoning. 
 

Friday 12 May 

Big Write:  
Students write a reflection on the completion of their end of year examinations: How do you feel now the tests are over? How do you think you have 
grown as an individual and a learner during this process? Do you feel that you gave them 100%? How could you have improved? What world ready 
skills do you think have helped you the most in your preparation? How do you think this process will help you in high school? 
 
Trip to the park – students get a celebratory trip to the local park as a reward for their hard work during the tests.  

 
 
 

WEEK 5 THEME: ***** DC5***** 

Monday 15 – Wednesday 17 May 

Learning Experiences: 
 
With the tests over, the students shift their focus to their writing portfolios. 
They begin by reflecting on their portfolio as it stands. They go through the 
check list of writing assignments to see they have completed and published 
versions of all tasks, finishing any outstanding pieces from STAR days and 
Monday writing groups. They grade themselves using the writing checklist 
grid and set targets as to what they can see is missing from their writing. 
They read their pieces to each other and collate peer assessments to help 

Skills: 
 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register 



them edit and improve their writing.  
 
 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 
the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

Friday 19 March 

Learning Experiences: 
Big Write:  
Students write an analysis of a selection of World War 1 paintings / photos. 
What do you think the image shows? What emotions can you draw from it? 
What message does it tell us about war? What are the main elements that 
catch you eye and why? 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 

WEEK 6 THEME:    

Monday 22 – Wednesday 24 May 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Letter from the Trenches: 
Students explore the world of the trenches. They watch the Horrible 
Histories clips and other film resources and collate information about the 
trenches; they role play scenes from the trenches based on secondary 

Skills: 
 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing 



resources; they explore a range of poems written about the trenches and 
paintings / photos, actual letters from the Imperial War Museum web site.  
 
Students then begin to write their own letter home from the trenches 
focusing on the mix of emotion and mood created.  
 
GPS Focus: Passive verbs, colons, hyphens, cohesive devices.  
 
 
  

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 
the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

Fri 26 May 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write:  
End of Term Reflection: Students write a reflection on their writing 
portfolios: How do you feel about your writing skills? Which piece of writing 
are you the most proud of and why? What do you think your writing 
portfolio is missing? What skills do you think you are strong at and which do 
you think you need to add or improve? What does your writing portfolio say 
about you as a writer? How can you see progression in your writing across 
the year? 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what students have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 


