
STAR Workshops Planning: Spring 2                  Robin Yeats – Y6 
Y6 

 Film Text(s): Space Odyssey 2001 
 

WEEK 1 THEME: Space Odyssey 2001 – Launch Into Space. 

Mon 20th – Wed 22nd February + Swimming Gala – Tues. 

Learning Experiences: 
Space Odyssey 2001: 
Over these three days, all of our learning will be based around the movie 
Space Odyssey 2001.  
 

 Watching the film together as a whole class: The students will watch the 
film and complete their knowledge harvest and big questions about the 
film.  

 They complete reading comprehensions focusing on inference and 
predictions based on specific parts of the film as we go.  

 Film analysis: Students explore the near 55 mins of film with no dialogue. 
What impact does this have on the viewers? How does the music chosen 
impact the scene? Students write dialogue/narration for a number of the 
scenes without it and consider how what they write advances the action.  

 Students introduced to the idea of the Voyager Golden Record – a 
collection of information sent out to space detailing the culture and life 
on human-kind. What would you put onto such a record? Students will 
create various elements of Maths, literature, art etc. to add to their own 
Golden Record to explain human-kind and earth to other beings.  

 Making the displays for the Golden Record: Students will create their 
own ‘Astral Art’ based on the big question: What do you think is beyond 
the stars? 

 
STEM learning: 

 Students Design and make their own space craft to take their Golden 
Record into space. 

 Now we have our space ships, we need to get into space: We explore 
timetables, travel and time through our own – space ship time table. 
How do we read timetables? How do we calculate time lapse situations? 
Using 24 hour clock. Students tackle working backwards through 
questions to find an original number based on the scene where the radar 

Skills: 
 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 

such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties 
and sizes and find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals, 
and regular polygons 

 calculate the area of triangles  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according 
to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities  

 use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting 
measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller 
unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal 
notation to up to three decimal places  

 solve number and practical problems 

 use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out 
calculations involving the four operations 

 
 

 
 



is allowed to fail so the astronauts can work backwards to find the error. 
Students look at the huge numbers involved in space travel and how to 
find what is ‘half way between’ those numbers. What information about 
time would we want to share with other beings through our Golden 
Record? 

Arithmetic Focus: Halfling and doubling 
 
Messy Maths - Exploring space and time! Students complete reasoning 
questions based on exploring time: How many hours/ mins in an hour, in a 
day, week, month year etc.  
 
Friday Big Write – Students produce their own opening passage for the 
Golden Record. What would you say to a being from another world that 
would describe human-kind as a species? What would you want them to 
know about us (or not know), how do you explain the things we do, the 
things we have e.g. music, art etc.  
 

WEEK 2 THEME:  Early Man 

Mon 27th – Wed 1st March + Fire Brigade Visit – Weds.  

  



Learning Experiences: 

 Short Space stories: The students begin to plan and write a short story 
based on space as an example of our literary skills for the golden record. 
They plan out their story using planning grids and produce an artistic 
story map. They begin with a detailed description of the launch based on 
a selection of launch footage clips and finish with an inspirational 
description of space itself once their ship has reached the stars. They use 
clips and music from the film as inspiration to develop the description 
and include passive verbs, expanded noun phrases, alliteration, 
personification, similes etc. to add depth.  

 We explore techniques to develop tension and build suspense: short 
sentences, fronted adverbials, vocab for effect, rhetorical questions, 
mentioning the unknown or unseen.  

 Reading Tee: Students analyze a non-fiction text based on space. How is 
the layout different? What key features are used to support the reader 
navigating their way through the text? Students draw information from 
the text that might be useful to share on their Golden Record related too 
how humans have managed to get into space.  

 
STEM learning: 

 Budgeting for such immense space projects cost huge amounts of money 
and require very specific calculations. They consider what place money 
would have on the Golden Record and how the calculations they have 
could explain the concept of money to extra-terrestrials. Students 
explore a range of money and measures reasoning word problems based 
around space travel. They critically pick apart the word problems to 
develop their reasoning skills so they fully understand what is being 
asked within the context on the question, allowing them to make 
reasonable predictions for the answers.  

Arithmetic Focus: multiplying and dividing by 10,100,100 
 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and 
determine the value of each digit 

 perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and 
large numbers 

 solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, 
deciding which operations and methods to use and why 

 solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division 

 use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in 
the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy. 

 identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal 
places and multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 
giving answers up to three decimal places 

  

Fri 3rd March 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write: Students transpose the scene from the film where the apes begin 
to use tools for the first time. This is to be included on the Golden Record as 
part of the timeline of human development.  

Skills:  
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 



 
Messy Maths: Exploring measures and money. Students extend their 
knowledge of measures and money by tackling open ended investigations. 

research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what studentss have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Humans on the Next Step of Evolution 

Mon 6th – Wed 8th March + International Women’s Day  - Mon. 

Learning Experiences: 

 Students write the build-up of their story. They consider the ways in 
which dialogue can be used to introduce characters, develop their 
characters and advance the story. The use direct and indirect speech to 
vary the content of their dialogue. What is the unique object that is going 
to be discovered? What will it look like? What will people think it is? 
Where will it be found? 

 Students develop their understanding of using dashes for dramatic effect 
and how to link clauses with semi colons. 

 Reading Tree: Students continue to explore non-fiction texts by looking 
at a text on the science behind evolution and Charles Darwin. They draw 
key information from the text for their Golden Record and reflect on the 
difficulties Darwin faced from the church.  

 
STEM learning:  

 Finding different worlds could mean different Maths. Or maybe just 
equivalent Maths! Is Maths a universal concept but maybe represented 
in different symbols on different planets? Students explore equivalent 
fractions, decimals and percentages through reasoning questions as part 
of their Golden Record space report including FDP word problems, 
comparing / ordering and working with mixed number fractions. We 
need to make the Maths that we share with the public as simple as 
possible so let’s simplify it for them: students use common factors to 
simplify fractions; they use common multiples to express fractions in the 
same denomination. 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 describing characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to 
express fractions in the same denomination 

 compare and order fractions, including fractions > 1 

 associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction 
equivalents [for example, 0.375] for a simple fraction [for example, 
83] 

 recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals 
and percentages, including in different contexts. 

  
 

 



 Students investigate the Theory of Evolution and Charles Darwin. What 
was Darwin’s theory? How did he develop it? What challenges did he 
face at the time with religion? Where does his theory sit now? 

Arithmetic Focus: Converting fractions to decimals through division. 

 

Fri 10th March 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write: Students write the report back to Earth about the mysterious 
object that has been found on Jupitar. What is it? What does it look like? 
Where was it found? What do you think it does? Where is it from? Who put 
it there? Why? 
Messy Maths: Students extend their learning on fractions, decimals and 
percentages by tackling word problems and investigations in the messy 
Maths style.  

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what studentss have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 
 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Open the Pod Doors HAL. 

Mon 13th – Wed 15nd March 

Learning Experiences: 

 This scene in the film is the beginning of the end. It is the build-up and 
climax. Students write the climax and ending of their space story. We 
explore a range of techniques used to develop pace and tension and 
consider how these are done in the film. We explore the ending of the 
film and students write their own analysis of what they think the ending 
means or represents by annotating stills of the film and developing them 
into a critical analysis. Where has Bowman gone? How did he get their? 
Why is he looking old? What is the building he is in? Is he looking at 
himself or someone like him? What happens with the baby? Why is Earth 
back in the final scene? How does this link to the scenes earlier in the 
film? What is the relevance of the black object? Students then explore 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 describing characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers 



Kubrick’s own commentary on the final scene and compare their ideas.  

 Students learn to use prepositional phrases to control pace and develop 
more detailed descriptions of their scenes.  

 
STEM learning: 
HAL and the astronauts have fallen out after they wanted to shut HAL down. 
Could they work things out by finding something in common? Students 
explore common factors, multiples. They create factor trees to work out 
prime factors and express numbers as their prime factors. Students work 
with Venn / Carroll diagrams to find links with extra-terrestrial creatures and 
those found on earth. They develop their understanding of percentages to 
calculate various measures. 
Arithmetic Focus: Identifying common factors, multiples and prime numbers. 

 solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for 
example, of measures, and such as 15% of 360] and the use of 
percentages for comparison 

 add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed 
numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions 

 use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to 
express fractions in the same denomination 

Fri 17th March 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write: Students write the internal monologue of HAL after he finds out 
the astronauts want to shut him down. How does he feel? Can a computer 
feel? What are his intentions? What does HAL want to do now and after? 
How does he play on his understanding of human emotions to stop them? 
Messy Maths: Pie Charts: Students explore the interpretation of pie charts 
and what information they can draw from charts based on different planets .  

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what studentss have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 

 
 
 

WEEK 5 THEME: ***** DC4***** 

Mon 20th – Wed 22nd March 

Learning Experiences: 
DC4 revision: 

Skills: 
 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 



 Rounding larger numbers and decimals, solving addition and subtraction 
problems using rounding to get a reasonable answer, 4 operations, 
angles, ordering numbers, FDP, Scaling up or down calculations by 
simplifying.  

 Full set of test papers: Maths x3, reading x1, GPS x1, Science x1.  
Arithmetic Focus: Fractions x whole numbers 
 

 Students create their own Golden Record for all of their information to 
be contained in. How will you create this so it can contain the info you 
need? They explore the concepts around circles and net to create a 
record shaped cylinder to hold the information about Human-kind for the 
rest of the universe to find.  

 Space Poetry: Students look at the final 23 minutes of Space Odyssey 
with the Pink Floyd album Echoes mixed in over the top. How does this 
music ‘fit’ with the film? What elements match well and why? How does 
the pace of the film and the music change? Is this a pure coincidence that 
this album matches the film? Which sound track do you prefer: this or 
the original? Why? Where doesn’t the music fit? Does the different 
sound track change the film in anyway? Students record a wide range of 
vocab, phrases, similes, metaphors etc inspired by the scene and begin to 
craft their opening passages. The poem is broken down into 3 sections: 
the current world, the journey to the infinite beyond and what is beyond 
the stars! 

enhance effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register 

 See all of the above Maths skills. 

Fri 24th March 

Learning Experiences: 
Big Write: Students write the response from the first extra-terrestrial to find 
the Golden Record. What would they make of us humans?  
Messy Maths: Algebraic representations: What would ‘alien’ Maths look 
like? Students explore understanding of algebra to create mathematical 
calculations represented algebraically.  

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what studentss have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 



 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 

WEEK 6 THEME:   The World Beyond the Stars 

Mon 27th – Wed 29nd March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
DC4 paper analysis:  
Maths: Students look back through DC4 papers and work in small groups on 
the concepts they got wrong.  What were the ‘Oh No’ questions you made 
silly mistakes on? What was the mistake? What questions didn’t you know 
how to answer? What information or new learning do you need to help you 
be able to answer it? 
Reading: Students work back through test paper to complete ‘perfect 
answers’. Students work in pairs with the stimulus booklet and their answer 
sheets and look back through the questions they dropped points on and find 
the correct answers.  
GPS: class tackle key concepts identified through the gaps analysis.  
 
DC4 reflection and target setting: How did you perform this time? What were 
your targets from DC3 and how did you improve in those areas? What are 
your new targets from this DC? What skills do you need to help you improve? 
Students set new target for next half term.  
 

 Students re-watch the final 23 mins of the film listening to both the 
original and the Pink Floyd sound track then develop the final sections of 
their poem. What would be beyond the stars? What imagery have you 
used? What sort of atmosphere are you creating in the different 
sections? How have you controlled the pace? What references have you 
made to the film, human-kind, evolution, infinity etc? 

 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 describing characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 Maths skills dictated by DC4 gaps analysis.  

Fri 31st March 

Learning Experiences:  
Big Write: Bowman is supposedly re-born as a new form of human, ready to 
take human-kind onto the next evolutionary step. But what is that step? 
Students write their interpretation of the next step in human development.  
Messy Maths: Students tackle personalized questions based on their DC4 

Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting 

the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 



analysis.  research where necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what studentss have read, listened to or 
seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs 

 
 


