
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
Autumn Term – Green-Land: Across the Universe 

 
STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2017             Y6 Class Teacher: Georgina Webber 
 
Class Film Text: Murder on the Orient Express      Class Book/ Text: First Class Murder by Robin Stevens  

 

 

WEEK 1 THEME:  Yellow Submarine 

Thursday 7th – Friday 8th September 

Greenside film immersion days. We will watch Yellow Submarine, take 
part in a range of learning activities based on The Yellow Submarine 
including: 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Where would you go in your submarine? 
How important are friends? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 

1. Write a film review 
2. Create a souvenir 
3. Maths problems (create questions where the answer is 4) 
4. ‘Lucy in the Sky’ inspired art 
5. Watch Lego clip https://youtu.be/lKyWSGQ4KsE 1:30 
6. Create a film trailer 
7. Write poetry inspired by the film 
8. Creating a magical machine to travel to a mysterious land 
9. Narratives inspired by the film 
10. Design DVD cover 
11. Create a collaborative artwork piece 

 

 

Skills: 

 
  
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action using a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

https://youtu.be/lKyWSGQ4KsE


WEEK 2 THEME:  Murder on the Orient Express 

Monday 11th September – Wednesday 13th September 

Learning Experiences: 

Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our 
big questions about Murder on the Orient Express.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we 
notice. We will make creative items for our class display based on the 
film during the afternoon. 
 
On Wednesday we will go on a series of mystery adventures on different 
trains. 
Tuesday St Pancras/Kings Cross/DLR 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Why did such a murder take place? 
Why are all those people on that particular train? 
How was justice served? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
 
GPS: asking questions 
 
STEM: We will introduce students to our Y6 arithmetic with a focus on 
the four operations involving fractions.  Baseline speed timetables / four 
operations assessments - Are you one with the timetables? 
 
Reading Tree: We will introduce our class book First Class Murder and 
consider how this book might compare or be different to our film. 
 

 
 
 

Skills: 

 
  
Reading skills: 

 asking questions to improve their understanding  

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main ideas  

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term) 

 continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books 

 reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 

 increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 

 recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for 
their choices 

 identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide 
range of writing 

 making comparisons within and across books 

 learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

 preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is 
clear to an audience 

 understand what they read by: 
o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 
o asking questions to improve their understanding 
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, 

identifying key details that support the main ideas 
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning 



 

 
 

 discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on the reader 

 distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

 retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

 participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously 

 explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including 
through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic 
and using notes where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their 
views 

 

 Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 

 Be able to comment on works of art 

  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their   
task 

  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 

  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 

Friday 15th September 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write: This week our writing will be focused around the 
mystery elements of our trip. 
 
Messy Maths: Arithmetic – four processes fractions with a murder 
mystery theme 
 
 
PE/ Sports: netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

Skills:  

Writing Skills: 
 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action using a wide range of 
devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Who did it? The Suspects 

Monday 18th September – Wednesday 21st September 

Learning Experiences: 
The Calais coach of the Orient Express is filled with an interesting mix of 
characters. We will look at who they are and why they are on that train. 
One of the characters is the famous detective Hercule Poirot. The rest of 
the passengers were not expecting that. We will look at what impact this 
new addition has on both them and the unfolding story.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

Skills:



Who are each of the characters on the train? What is their story? Where 
are they going? What is a mystery? How does this differ from other 
genres? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
How do you introduce a mystery story? How do we translate what we 
see in a film to a written version?  We will write our own mystery story set 
on a train. Our first installment will focus on an introduction in the style of 
a mystery and an initial description of the station setting. It will then go on 
to describe the colourful range of characters that get on board. We will 
create character collages and recipes for mysteries to go with this for our 
display. 
 
GPS: expanded noun phrases and prepositions 
 
STEM:  
This week we will introduce our CSI Orient Express. Our first installment 
will look at the importance of place value and the four operations. The 
train has a hugely diverse range of nationalities from around the world. 
We will think about the distances that they have travelled to get to 
Istanbul to board the train. We will then go on to examine the distances 
involved in this famous journey taking in decimals, reading and writing 
large numbers, place value, ordering and calculations around the four 
operations.  
 
Reading Tree: comprehension based on a section of the text with a 
focus on reading domain 2b – retrieving and recording 
information/identify key details from the text. 
 
 

 
 

  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 expanded noun phrases and prepositions 

 retrieving and recording information/identify key details from the text. 

 reading skills also as outlined above 

 read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the 
value of each digit 

 identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places 

 round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy 

 use knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations involving 
four operations 

 multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two digit whole number using 
the formal written method of long multiplication. 

 divide numbers up to 4-digits by a two digit whole number using the formal 
written method of long division. 

 divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two digit number using the formal written 
method of short division. 

 perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large 
numbers. 

 Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 

 Be able to comment on works of art 

  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their 
task 

  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 

  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 

 
         

Friday 22nd September 

Learning Experiences: Skills:  



 

 
Friday Big Write: Diaries from the Orient Express … 
Hercule Poirot arrives on the train – what are his initial thoughts and 
feelings? 
 
Messy Maths: place value and four operations 
 
 
PE/ Sports:  netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaningin narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

WEEK 4 THEME:  The Plot Unfolds … 

Monday 25th September – Wednesday 27th September 

Learning Experiences: 
This week we will examine the complex plot of the film. How did the 
murder happen and what clues/red herrings were there that led Poirot to 
his discovery? We will create some flow diagrams that outline the plot 
and we will then add in the problems along the way. We will also explore 
the back story to try to work out the reasons behind all those characters 
being on the train. The main focus of the action is in the dining car so we 
will look at how this reveals more information about the characters and 
plot.   
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How does the dining car play an integral part? What new information do 
we have about the characters now compared to the opening scene? 
What is the purpose of a red herring? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
This week we will write the second installment of our mystery as the plot 
begins to unfold and the murder happens. The detective retires to his 
cabin and during the night, the train hits the breaks and a murder has 
occurred. We will look at how to build tension and what kind of dialgoue 
is appropriate for each of the characters as their role plays out.  
 
GPS: creating atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action.  
 
STEM:  
The CSI team investigate various clues based around the timing of 
events based around the murder. How long had the train been travelling? 

Skills: 

 
 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

 make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.  

 other reading skills as above 

 convert between different units of measure 

 solve problems involving converting between units of time. 

 read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour 
clocks.  

 solve lapsed time problems 

 Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 



 

What time did the characters retire? How long was Poirot in bed for? 
What time did the noise come from Mr Ratchett’s cabin? We will look at a 
range of time skills including: converting from 12 to 24 hour time, 
timetables, lapsed time. 
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a 
focus on reading domain 2d – make inferences from the text, explain and 
justify evidence from the text.  
 
 

 Be able to comment on works of art 

  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their 
task 

  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 

  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 

 

Friday 29th September 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Big Write:  Diaries from the Orient Express … 
Mr Ratchett the victim – his initial fears for his life and him confiding in 
Poirot in the hope that he will be able to help him. 
 
Messy Maths: 12/24 hour time and lapsed time 
 
PE/ Sports:  netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

Skills:  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaningin narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

WEEK 5 THEME:   The Train & Travel 

Monday 2nd October – Wednesday 4th October 

Learning Experiences: 
The famous Orient Express makes its way from Istanbul to Calais in the 
film. However, in Yugoslavia it gets stuck in a snow drift and the power 
goes out. This week will look at the geography of the story and the 
history of the train itself as well as examining how the stopping of the 
train at such a significant point in the journey had an impact on the final 
outcome of the mystery.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Where can you go on the Orient Express? What is the difference 
between taking this train compared to others? What is the history behind 
such a famous train? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
This week our mystery finishes on a cliff hanger with our detective 

Skills: 

 
   selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 



 

investigating the crime scene. Will he find the crucial clue that will reveal 
the true identity of the murderer? We will look at how to add in levels of 
possibility into our story though the use of more advanced grammatical 
techniques.  
 
GPS: using passive and modal verbs 
 
STEM: making a train cabin 
Our CSI STEM project this week will look at the Orient Express itself. We 
will create our own Calais carriages and we will explore capacity, area 
and perimeter through our Maths focus. We will also give our project a 
science strand as we will need to install lights to the cabin and a buzzer 
for attracting the attention of the butler. These carriages will be 
accompanied by a guide book and information about the history of the 
train.  
 
Reading Tree:  comprehension based on a section of the text with a 
focus on reading domain 2g – identify and explain how meaning is 
enhanced through word choice. 
 
 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

 using passive and modal verbs 

 identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through word choice. 

 other reading skills as above 

 recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different perimeters and 
vice versa. 

 recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume of shapes. 

 calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles. 

 calculate, estimate and compare volumes of cubes and cuboids using 
standard units - cm³, m³, mm³, km 

 associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number 
and voltage of cells used in the circuit 

 compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, 
including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches 

 use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram 
 

 

Friday 6th October 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Diaries from the Orient Express … 
Mrs Hubbard – how and why did she need to disguise herself so well? 
 
Messy Maths: capacity 
 
PE/ Sports:  netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

Skills:  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaningin narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

WEEK 6 THEME:  DC1   The Kidnapping 

Monday 9th October – Wednesday 11th October 

Learning Experiences: 
This week will be our first data capture week. 
The whole reason for the crime on the train was because of the 
kidnapping of a five year old wealthy American girl. This is based 
originally on the Lindenbergh case that Agatha Christie was very familiar 
with. Mr Ratchett was really Mr Casetti, the kidnapper. This week we will 

Skills: 



explore the back story of the kidnapping in further detail. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Why was Daisy Armstrong kidnapped? Why was she killed even though 
the ransom money was paid? How is this story made apparent through 
the use the film techniques? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
We will write the newspaper article that tells about the kidnapping and all 
the characters involoved we will then look to create a filmed news 
bulletin. What are the different skills involved? How do we translate a 
report from one genre to the other?  
 
GPS: using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality 
trough vocab and gramatical structures.  
 
STEM:  
In our CSI STEM project his week we will look at the mechanics behind 
the train stopping and the lights going out. We will draw a range of 
circuits and identify circuits that work and how to fix those that don’t. As 
this is our data capture week, we will look to revise some key concepts 
covered in the half term through a carousel of activities involving: 
rounding, place value, four operations, ordering numbers, 3D shapes 
and capacity. 
 
Reading Tree: Domain 2c – summarising the main ideas from the text.  
 

 

 
  

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

 how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and 
tables to structure text 

 using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab 
and gramatical structures 

 summarising the main ideas from the text 

 order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the value of 
each digit. 

 read numbers up to 10 000 000. 

 write numbers up to 10 000 000. 

 round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy. 

 associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number 
and voltage of cells used in the circuit 

 compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, 
including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off 
position of switches 

 use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram 

 

 

Friday 13th October 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Diaries from the Orient Express … 
Frauline Schmidt – how was she able to balance her different 
personalities? Has she revealed too much? 

Skills:  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 



 

 
Messy Maths: measuring 
 
PE/ Sports:  netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaningin narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 

WEEK 7 THEME:  Justice 

Monday 16th October – Wednesday 18th October 

Learning Experiences: 
In our final week we will look at the idea of justice and what is fair. Poirot 
is torn by what to do. Does he hand in all of them in? Or does he go with 
the red herring story? We will look at the rule of law and the idea of 12 
people acting as a jury.  
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How important is the rule of law? What is right in this situation? Is there 
always a right and wrong? Should you always do the ‘right’ thing? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
We will edit our newspaper reports from last week and ensure they are 
ready for publication in our writing portfolios. We will then write a deleted 
scene from the end of the film where Poirot approaches the police 
officers. What does he say to them? How is the outcome resolved? We 
will use all the techniques we have covered to convey the sense of 
setting and suspense.  
 
GPS: creating atmosphere to advance the action.  
 
STEM:  
Our CIS team will carry out their DC1 reflections: students write self-
evaluations based on DC1 and start goal setting, reasoning and 
reviewing their efforts and progress this half term. 
 
Reading Tree: In this session we will review our results from DC1, 
creating perfect answer, identifying where points have been dropped and 
the types of questions that students are finding challenging.  
 
 

Skills: 

 
 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

 proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning 

 ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

 ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 
appropriate register 

 how to use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, bullets, and 
tables to structure text 

 using a range of cohesive devices and shifting levels of formality trough vocab 
and gramatical structures 

 analyse own progress and identify areas of success and where further 
development is needed. 

 Be able to suggest ways of improving own work 

 Be able to comment on works of art 

  Be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their 
task 

  Be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions 

  Be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 20th October 

Diaries from the Orient Express … 
Poirot– how does he feel now at the end of the story? How has he 
justified things with himself? 
 
Messy Maths: combination of reasoning problems based on DC1 gaps 
analysis. 
 
PE/ Sports:  netball skills with a focus on being able to loose defenders 
and find space. 

Skills:  

 identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

 noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

 selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaningin narratives, describing settings, 
characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs 


