
Skills: 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY  

STAR Days  
                                                               Planning: Summer Term 1 - 2017 
Year Group: 5           Teachers’ Names: Mr Johnson 
Text: Horrible Histories: The Groovy Greeks.  

WEEK  1 Theme:   We’re off to see the Wizard…  

Tues 18th to fri 21st  

Learning Experiences: 
 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. 
This week we begin our exploration of musicals with arguably one of the 
best examples of musical cinema ever created. We will follow Dorothy out 
of Kansas over the rainbow and into the wonder world of Oz!  
Activities:  

 ‘Somewhere over the rainbow’ we will learn Judy Garland’s icon 
song, discuss our interpretations and create our own verses.  

 We will build our own Oz, characters from the film and the yellow 
brick road using a range of materials.  

 We will explore cyclones and how they form. Creating our own 
cyclones in bottles.  

 We will also be exploring semiotic moments in musicals throughout 
time.  

 STEM: Munchkin money: We will explore values decimals and 
percentages through the use of Munchkin money.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills: 
En5/3.3    Composition 
En5/3.3a    Plan their writing by: 

i. identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

ii. noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary 

iii. in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters 
and settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

En5/3.3b    Draft and write by: 
i. selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning 
ii. in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and 

integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
iii. précising longer passages 
iv. using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs 
v. using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader 
En5/3.3c    Evaluate and edit by: 

i. assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
ii. proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
iii. ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of 

writing 
iv. ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and 

plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register 

En5/3.3d    proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 
 



Reading Tree Groups 
Chapter 2: Mrs Who.  
Skills covered in the session will be:  
+ Retrieving information from the text and understanding vocabulary.  
+ Understanding vocabulary in context.  
Spelling Test 

En5/3.3e    perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 
volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 
 

Friday  

Friday Big Write 
I Can write about an event from the film from the perspective of one of 
the characters.  
+ Taking care to write from their point of view.  
+ Finding their voice.  
 
Messy Maths: Money.  
Specialisms 
PE 

 

 

WEEK 2 Theme:  Gods and Monsters (Mythology)  

Monday 24th to Friday 28th April  

Learning Experiences:  
 
This term we turn to Horrible histories to help us explore the life and times 
of the Groovy Greeks. Before we start we will pool together our knowledge 
about the Ancient Greeks as well as our Big Questions.  
This will be followed by a screening of the ‘Groovy Greeks’ episode of the 
series. We will take notes and see which of our big questions we have 
answered.  
 
The first part of the week will look at accumulating general knowledge 
about the Ancient Greeks, who were they? How did they live? The class will 
be set up as an Amphitheatre with two teams Alpha and Omega on either 
side. Each team will be tasked with finding out the answer to several of 
their Big Questions still unanswered. They will then have time to research 
and create giant posters which will then be explained and presented to the 
opposite team who will take notes.  
 

Skills 
 

En5/3.4a    develop their understanding of the concepts set out in Appendix 
2 by: 

i. recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for 
formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms 

ii. using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence 

iii. using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 
cause 

iv. using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely 

v. using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

vi. using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or with an implied (ie omitted) relative pronoun 

vii. learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in Appendix 2 

En5/3.4b    indicate grammatical and other features by: 

http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/Appendix2.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1
http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/Appendix2.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1
http://www.primarycurriculum.me.uk/Appendix2.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1


We will then move on to an exploration of Greek Mythology where both 
teams will pick a Greek Myth to explore read and use as inspiration for 
creating giant artwork of the gods from their myth. We will explore the 
features of myths and will write our own ones about imaginary creatures 
and adventures we might have in ancient Greece drawing on all we have 
learnt so far.  
STEM learning will focus on the Myth of Midas and his love of Gold coins 
and money, we will use our adding subtracting converting to decimals and 
percentages skills to help Midas sort his collection.  
 
GPS: Focus on the use of relative clauses within our myths. The monster 
who…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reading tree: Chapter 3: Mrs Which. 
Skills + Asking questions about the text.  
+ Summarising parts of the text.  
 
 
 

i. using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

ii. using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

iii. using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

iv. using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses 

v. using a colon to introduce a list 

vi. punctuating bullet points consistently 

 

 

Hi2/2.4    Ancient Greece 
Students should be taught a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 
 
 
Ar2/1.1    to create sketch books to record their observations and use them 
to review and revisit ideas 
 
Ar2/1.2    to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials 
Ar2/1.3    about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
 

Friday  

Friday Big Write 
I Can write a diary entry as one of the Characters from a Greek Myth.   
Specialisms 
Messy Maths: Decimals and percentages.  
PE 

Skills: 
● (See week 1)  

 

WEEK 3  Theme: The unexamined life is not worth living (Philosophy)  



Tuesday 2nd May to Friday 5th May  

Learning Experiences: 
Mon Bank Holiday.  
Tues-Wed:  
Departure point: Horrible histories clip: The thinkers song.  
This week we will be exploring some of the ideas of the great thinkers of 
ancient Greece that continue to shape how we live and experience the 
world. We will look at Socrates and the Socratic method applying it to 
question what we take for granted in our own lives.  
 
We will read and explore Plato and his metaphor of the cave. How do we 
interpret this story? We will also write a poem from the perspective of one 
of the prisoners trapped in the cave.  
 
GPS: Using appropriate vocabulary to create mood.  
 
STEM: Aristole and his interest in science will lead us into exploring forces 
and help us gain a greater understanding of gravity. We will explore how 
we can balance see-saws with various weights, making generalised 
statements about what they see happening. We will then follow this with a 
lever experiment to see how we can build the best lever to life the biggest 
amount of material all the while observing the effect of gravity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Maths: We will continue to explore decimals and percentages and relate 
them to fractions.  

Skills:  
 

Sc5/4.2    Forces 

Sc5/4.2a    explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of 
the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object 
 
Sc5/4.2b    identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, 
that act between moving surfaces 
 
Sc5/4.2c    recognise that some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears 
allow a smaller force to have a greater effect 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjj1azR5Z7TAhWCaxQKHeL5ASUQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plato&psig=AFQjCNFf79J24JC-scWcYFDnFxtEw1ptCA&ust=1492082239102548
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd3qLo5Z7TAhXKthQKHbq9BUoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/ramarompicharla/levers-and-pulleys/&bvm=bv.152180690,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNG6pgJ5CNfH40TVj_qQDvhPf1hP6Q&ust=1492082283457758


 
Reading Tree: Chapter 4: The Black thing.  
Skills: +Drawing inference about character’s feelings, thoughts and motives 
and justifying inferences with evidence.  
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

Friday  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write 
I Can write a diary entry as a prisoner from within Plato’s cave.  
Messy Maths: Decimals, fractions and percentages.  
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: 
(see week 1)  

 

WEEK 4 Theme: The Panhellenic games (Olympics)  

Monday 8th to Friday 12th May  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Departure point: Horrible histories Ancient Olympics vs Modern 
Olympics. What are the similarities / differences?  
This week sees Alpha and Omega battle head to head in their own version 
of the Panhellenic or Olympic games. The first part of the week will be 
spent making comparisons between the ancient Olympic games and the 
modern ones. We will then move on to designing our own games and tasks 
drawing on the immense legacy of the games. Students will have to pay 
careful attention to timings, resources and point scoring. They will also 
have to design a logo for their team. At the end of the week both teams will 
compete against each other in and see who is crowned winner of the first 
Greenside Panhellenic games!  
 
STEM focus: We will take the data from the games, points scored etc and 
convert it into charts that can be then analysed, compared and 
interpretations drawn. We will need to engage our use of decimals, 
percentages and fractions in order to accurately interpret the data.  
 
GPS: Formatting texts: Use of bullet points, headings and subheadings, 

Skills: 
 

PE2/1.1a    use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 
combination 

 

PE2/1.1b    play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply 
basic principles suitable for attacking and defending 

 

PE2/1.1c    develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

 

PE2/1.1d    perform dances using a range of movement patterns  

 

PE2/1.1e    take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both 
individually and within a team 

 

PE2/1.1f    compare their performances with previous ones and 
demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 

 

 



colons and semi-colons.  
 
 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

 
 
 

Reading Tree: Chapter 5 The Tesseract.  
Skills: +Summarising main ideas from a paragraph and identifying key 
details that support the main ideas.  

Ma5/2.4    Fractions (decimals & percentages) 

 

Ma5/2.4a    compare and order fractions whose denominators are all 
multiples of the same number 

 

Ma5/2.4b    identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 
represented visually, including tenths and hundredths 

 

Ma5/2.4c    recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert 
from one form to the other and write mathematical statements > 1 as a 
mixed number 

 

Ma5/2.4d    add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and 
denominators that are multiples of the same number 

 

Ma5/2.4e    multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole 
numbers, supported by materials and diagrams 

 

Ma5/2.4f    read and write decimal numbers as fractions 

 

Ma5/2.4g    recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, 
hundredths and decimal equivalents 

 

Ma5/2.4h    round decimals with 2 decimal places to the nearest whole 
number and to 1 decimal place 

 

Ma5/2.4i    read, write, order and compare numbers with up to 3 decimal 
places 

 

Ma5/2.4j    solve problems involving number up to 3 decimal places 

 

Ma5/2.4k    recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per 
cent relates to “number of parts per 100”, and write percentages as a 
fraction with denominator 100, and as a decimal fraction 



 

Ma5/2.4l    solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal 
equivalents of 1/2, 1/4, 1/5, 2/5, 4/5 and fractions with a denominator of a 
multiple of 10 or 25. 

 

Friday 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write 
I Can write as a journalist detailing the events of the Panhellenic games.  
 
Messy Maths: Data analysis.  
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: 
 

 

WEEK 5 Theme: Tomb raiders and treasure seekers (Greek Antiquities)  

Monday 15th to Friday 19th May  

Learning Experiences: 
 
DC5 
This week we become Tomb Raiders researching ancient Greek antiquities 
which we will discover, draw and document in the British Museum. 
Creating detailed fact files to bring back and share in class. We will then use 
our drawings and notes to help us create clay sculptures of our findings.  
 
GPS: Formatting and features of a text. Cohesion of paragraphs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills: 
 
DT2/1.1    Design 
DT2/1.1a    use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 
innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or groups 
DT2/1.1b    generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design 
 
DT2/1.2    Make 
DT2/1.2a    select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks accurately 
DT2/1.2b    select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities 
 
DT2/1.3    Evaluate 
DT2/1.3a    investigate and analyse a range of existing products 
DT2/1.3b    evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work 



 
 
STEM: We will explore time this week through time lines and 
comparisons between different historical ages. 
 
Reading Tree: Chapter 6: The happy medium.  
Skills: + Distinguishing between fact and fiction.  
 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

DT2/1.3c    understand how key events and individuals in design and technology 
have helped shape the world 
 
DT2/1.4    Technological Knowledge 
DT2/1.4a    apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 
more complex structures 
DT2/1.4b    understand and use mechanical systems in their products 
DT2/1.4c    understand and use electrical systems in their products 
DT2/1.4d    apply their understanding of computing to programme, monitor and 
control their products. 
 

Friday   

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write 
I Can write as an archaeologist detailing the discovery of ancient 
treasures.  
Messy Maths: Time.  
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: 
.(see week 1)  

 

WEEK  6 Theme: The great Greek Subterfuge (Trojan Horse)  

Monday 22nd May to Friday 26th May  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Departure point: Horrible histories: Seige of Troy Hector vs Achilles.  
Our last week in ancient Greece is dedicated to the ancient tale of Troy and 
the Trojan Horse. Both Alpha and Omega teams will be tasked with creating 
their own life size version of the Trojan horse using withy sticks and tissue 
paper. They need to create small scale designs and take into account how 
they will scale up their designs.  
 
Each team will spend time revising their knowledge of measurement and 
multiplication in order to accurately create their giant sculpture. Additional 
merit will be awarded for those teams that are able to bring something 
extra to their design (moving parts, glowing eyes etc).  
 
We will look at how the War Horse theatre production created their horse 

Skills: 
 

Ma5/3.1    Measurement 

Ma5/3.1a    convert between different units of metric measure 

 

Ma5/3.1b    understand and use approximate equivalences between metric 
units and common imperial units such as inches, pounds and pints 

 

Ma5/3.1c    measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear 
shapes in centimetres and metres 

 

Ma5/3.1d    calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including 
squares) including using standard units, square centimetres (cm

2
) and 

square metres (m
2
) and estimate the area of irregular shapes 



puppet and use it for inspiration.  
 
GPS: We will write as a soldier from inside the horse, we will think carefully 
about tense and using modal verbs to convey the uncertainty and 
probabilities of the situation.  
 
STEM: Our stem learning will focus on time and exploration of Roman 
Numerals.  

 
Reading Tree: Chapter 7: The Man with the Red eyes.  
Skills: + Providing reasoned justification for their views.  
Spelling Test 

 

Ma5/3.1e    estimate volume and capacity 

 

Ma5/3.1f    solve problems involving converting between units of time 

 

Ma5/3.1g    use all four operations to solve problems involving measure 
using decimal notation including scaling. 

 

Friday  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write 
I Can write a diary entry as a soldier at the battle of Troy.  
Messy Maths: Roman numerals. 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: 
.(see week 1)  

 
 


