
Skills: 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY  

STAR Days  
                                                               Planning: Spring 1 - 2017 
Year Group: Y5          Teacher’s Name: Ben Johnson 
Film Text:  Seven Years in Tibet 
 

WEEK  1 Theme:   Fly fly fly your kite… 

4th-6th January.  

Learning Experiences: 
 
For the first three days we will be exploring Mary Poppins as a whole 
school.  
Some of the activities we will undertake will be: 

 Setting: A comparison between Victorian London and Modern 
London. Where would you rather live?  

 Visual effects: How do you think certain effects were created? 
Research and adapt your thinking. How would these effects be 
created nowadays?  

 Diegetic and non-diegetic sounds. Which sounds come from the film 
and which are added later? What effect does this have? 

 ‘Scary Mary’ watch the recut Mary Poppins trailer, write this version 
of Mary Poppins.  

 Research the suffragette movement. Create artwork inspired by the 
suffragette movement.  

 Down to the Bank: Classroom becomes a bank. Students are given 
money to invest in different areas. They then accumulate interest. 
How much have they made now? Certain stocks fall, can they 
calculate how much they have lost? Can they convert their money 
into different currencies?  

 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

Skills: 

En5/3.3    Composition 
En5/3.3a    Plan their writing by: 

i. identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 

ii. noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary 

iii. in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and 
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed 

En5/3.3b    Draft and write by: 

i. selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such 
choices can change and enhance meaning 

ii. in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

iii. précising longer passages 
iv. using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs 
v. using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and 

to guide the reader 

En5/3.3c    Evaluate and edit by: 

i. assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
ii. proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 

effects and clarify meaning 
iii. ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 
iv. ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 



appropriate register 

En5/3.3d    proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 
 
En5/3.3e    perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, 
and movement so that meaning is clear. 
 
 

Friday  

Friday Big Write 
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning  

 

WEEK 2 Theme:  The Himalayas: The abode of snow.  

12-16 January.  

Learning Experiences:  
 
We start with an introduction to our film. What do we know about Tibet? 
About Buddhism? Communism? The Himalayas? Then we follow with our 
Big Questions what do we want to find out from watching the film?  
Then we will have our film screening.  
 
Key scenes: Opening Heinrich climbing. How does the director use 
camera angles, music and lighting to convey the enormity and danger 
of the Himalayas?  
 
This week we are exploring the Himalayas. In order to do this we will create 
fact files about the Himalayas using sub-headings and headings, looking at 
who lives there. How they were developed. Fascinating facts about the 
Himalayas. Students will work in teams of 4 to gather ideas.  GPS: Using a 
colon to introduce a list.  
 
We will also focus on the Yeti and whether or not it exists. Students will 
gather information from various sources, weigh up the pros and cons and 
write an argument to support their point of view. Students will focus on how 
we write arguments this term. Thinking about introducing the argument, 
points for and against and their conclusion. We will look at and model using 
appropriate language to express an argument.  
 
In terms of STEM learning we will be focusing on problem solving in terms 
of climbers wishing to climb mountains in the Himalayas. We will spend 

Skills 
 

Ma5/2.1    Number & Place Value 
Ma5/2.1a    read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1,000,000 and 
determine the value of each digit 
 
Ma5/2.1b    count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any 
given number up to 1,000,000 
 
Ma5/2.1c    interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and 
backwards with positive and negative whole numbers, including through 0 
 
Ma5/2.1d    round any number up to 1,000,000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1,000, 
10,000 and 100,000 
 
Ma5/2.1e    solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of 
the above 
 
Ma5/2.1f    read Roman numerals to 1,000 (M) and recognise years written in 
Roman numerals. 
 

 

Ar2/1.1    to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas 
 



time consolidating our knowledge of the four operations into solving two and 
three step problems. We will explore how to solve problems and how to 
break them down into manageable chunks. We will also create our own 
problems for our friends to try and solve.  
 
We will look at Tibetan gods and monsters and attempt to build our own 
moving Tibetan Yeti creature. Students will have to design their creature 
drawing on Tibetan art and drawings develop a design with detailed notes 
about how the creature will be built. We will look at simple mechanism to 
build moving parts.  
  

Ar2/1.2    to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials 

Ar2/1.3    about great artists, architects and designers in history 
 

DT2/1.1    Design 

DT2/1.1a    use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 
innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or groups 

DT2/1.1b    generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design 

 

DT2/1.2    Make 

DT2/1.2a    select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to 
perform practical tasks accurately 

DT2/1.2b    select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

 

DT2/1.3    Evaluate 

DT2/1.3a    investigate and analyse a range of existing products 

DT2/1.3b    evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria 
and consider the views of others to improve their work 

DT2/1.3c    understand how key events and individuals in design and 
technology have helped shape the world 

Ge2/1.1    Locational Knowledge 
Ge2/1.1a    locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating 



on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities  
 
Ge2/1.1b    name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed 
over time 
 
Ge2/1.1c    identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night) 
 

Ge2/1.2    Place Knowledge 
Ge2/1.2a    understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country, and a region in North or South America 
 

Ge2/1.3    Human and Physical Geography 
Ge2/1.3a    describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 
Ge2/1.3b    describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 
and water 
 

Friday  

Friday Big Write: I Can create a fact sheet about the Yeti.  
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning 

 

WEEK 3  Theme: The Dalai Lama: Ocean of Wisdom.  

19-23 January  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Key scenes: Dalai Lama conversation with Heinrich during pick nick 

Skills:  
 

En5/2.2    Comprehension 



and at the cinema; How does the director use their relationship to 
show how Heinrich’s selfish behaviour is changing? How does this 
impact on his relationship with his own son?  
 
This week we focus on the Dalai lama. We begin with research to answer 
questions about him. Who was he? What was his importance to the Tibetan 
people? Why did the Chinese see him as a threat?  
 
This week we are continuing our work on writing strong arguments and will 
be arguing as the Dalai Lama writing to his council explaining why he wants 
to stay in Tibet. As students write they will consider both sides of the 
argument why he should leave and why he should stay. We will continue to 
explore the structure of arguments and consider the idea of how we build 
an argument using different premises to persuade our audience. GPS: 
Recognising vocabulary and structures which are appropriate for formal 
speech and writing, including subjunctive forms.  
 
In our STEM learning we will look at traditional Tibetan cuisine. We will 
make and bake Torma a traditional bread like offering that is shaped and 
offered to the Buddha to promote good Karma. As well as baking the bred 
we will be focusing on creating packaging for the Torma in order to give it to 
someone in  class as a gift, students will design packaging based on 
traditional Tibetan designs and will work out the volume and capacity of 
their containers.  
 
We will continue to look at problem solving this time in relation to baking 
and cooking. We will analyse different approaches to problems solving and 
complete one and two step problems as a class, in pairs and individually.  
 
 
 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

En5/2.2a    maintain positive attitudes to reading and an understanding of what 
they read by: 

i. continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

ii. reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a 
range of purposes 

iii. increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary 
heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions 

iv. recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons 
for their choices 

v. identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a 
wide range of writing 

vi. making comparisons within and across books 
vii. learning a wider range of poetry by heart 
viii. preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience 

En5/2.2b    understand what they read by 

i. checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

ii. asking questions to improve their understanding 
iii. drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
iv. predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
v. summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, 

identifying key details that support the main ideas 
vi. identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning 

En5/2.2c    discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 
figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 
 
En5/2.2d    distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 
 
En5/2.2e    retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 
 
En5/2.2f    participate in discussions about books that are read to them and 
those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas 



and challenging views courteously 
 
En5/2.2g    explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the 
topic and using notes where necessary 
 
En5/2.2h    provide reasoned justifications for their views. 
 

 

Ma5/2.2    Addition & Subtraction 
Ma5/2.2a    add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits,including 
using formal written methods (columnar addition and subtraction) 
 
Ma5/2.2b    add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large 
numbers 
 
Ma5/2.2c    use rounding to check answers to calculations and determine, in 
the context of a problem, levels of accuracy 
 
Ma5/2.2d    solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, 
deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 
 

DT2/2.1    Cooking & Nutrition 

DT2/2.1a    understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 

DT2/2.1b    cook a repertoire of predominantly savoury dishes so that they are 
able to feed themselves and others a healthy and varied diet 

DT2/2.1c    become competent in a range of cooking techniques [for example, 
selecting and preparing ingredients; using utensils and electrical equipment; 
applying heat in different ways; using awareness of taste, texture and smell to 
decide how to season dishes and combine ingredients; adapting and using 
their own recipes] 

DT2/2.1c    understand the source, seasonality and characteristics of a broad 
range of ingredients 

 
 



Friday  

Learning Experiences: I Can write a letter from Heinrich to his Son 
about his experiences in Tibet.  
Friday Big Write 
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning 
 

 

WEEK 4 Theme: The Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha.  

23-27 January 2017 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Key scenes: Buddhists chanting and meditating in the palace. The 
building of the cinema and removal of earth worms. Does this seem 
strange to us? How has the director used the Buddha’s teaching 
throughout the film? 
 
This week we move on to explore the teachings of the Buddha. We will start 
with a research project to define who was the Buddha? What is the 
Dharma? Who are the Sangha? We will look at crafting the best possible 
answers to these questions. Have we included examples? Is our 
information clear to the reader? What else could we include? Is there any 
unnecessary information that could be removed?  
 
This week we will look at readings from the Dhammapada and have a go at 
constructing our own poems that reflect one aspect of the Buddha’s 
teaching. We will consider rhyme and meaning. We will draft and redraft our 
poems until they are closer to our ideals. We will then create a class book 
of poems inspired by the Buddha’s teachings and add Tibetan inspired 
illustrations to accompany them. GPS: Using expanded noun phrases to 
convey complicated information concisely.  
 
STEM wise we will this week create prayer wheels. We will research them; 
link them to what we found out from our research into the Buddha’s 
teachings and how they can be used to promote good Karma in the world.  
 
Our problem solving learning will continue this week in terms of creating 
and measuring out our prayer wheels. What if we squared all of our 
measurements? What is the estimated and actual volume of our prayer 
wheel? We will look at the idea of discs and wheels to explore angle 
measurements and compass work.  
 

Skills: 
 

Ma5/2.3    Multiplication & Division 
Ma5/2.3a    identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs of a 
number, and common factors of two numbers. 
 
Ma5/2.3b    know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime factors and 
composite (non-prime) numbers 
 
Ma5/2.3c    establish whether a number up to 100 is prime and recall prime 
numbers up to 19 
 
Ma5/2.3d    multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number using 
a formal written method, including long multiplication for two-digit numbers  
 
Ma5/2.3e   multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts 
 
Ma5/2.3f    divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the 
formal written method of short division and interpret remainders appropriately 
for the context 
 
Ma5/2.3g    multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 
by 10, 100 and 1,000 
 
Ma5/2.3h    recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers, and the 
notation for squared (2) and cubed (3) 
 
Ma5/2.3i    solve problems involving multiplication and division, including using 
their knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes 
 
Ma5/2.3j    solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division and a combination of these, including understanding the meaning of 



Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

the equals sign 
 
Ma5/2.3k    solve problems involving multiplication and division, including 
scaling by simple fractions and problems involving simple rates. 
 

 

Ma5/3.1    Measurement 

Ma5/3.1a    convert between different units of metric measure 
 
Ma5/3.1b    understand and use approximate equivalences between metric 
units and common imperial units such as inches, pounds and pints 
 
Ma5/3.1c    measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear 
shapes in centimetres and metres 
 
Ma5/3.1d    calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares) 
including using standard units, square centimetres (cm2) and square metres 
(m2) and estimate the area of irregular shapes 
 
Ma5/3.1e    estimate volume and capacity 
 
Ma5/3.1f    solve problems involving converting between units of time 
 
Ma5/3.1g    use all four operations to solve problems involving measure using 
decimal notation including scaling. 
 

Ma5/3.2    Properties of Shape 
Ma5/3.2a    identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2-D 
representations 
 
Ma5/3.2b    know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare 
acute, obtuse and reflex angles 
 
Ma5/3.2c    draw given angles, and measure them in degrees (o) 
 
Ma5/3.2d    identify: 

 angles at a point and 1 whole turn (total 360o) 
 angles at a point on a straight line and half a turn (total 180o) 



 other multiples of 90o 

 
Ma5/3.2e    use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and find 
missing lengths and angles 
 
Ma5/3.2f    distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on 
reasoning about equal sides and angles. 
 

 

 

Friday  

Learning Experiences: I Can write a poem in the style of the 
Dhammapada.  
Friday Big Write 
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning 
 

 

WEEK 5 Theme: Tibet: The land of snows.  

30 – 3rd February.  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Key scenes: The refusal of Heinrich to enter Lhasa. How has the 
director portrayed Tibet. How is it contrasted with the West? How is a 
sense of mystery created?  
 
This week is our DC3 assessment week.  
In between assessments we will look more closely at Tibetan culture and 
practices making comparisons between our own culture and those of the 
Tibetans. We will return to making fact sheets this time about Tibet and 
Tibetan culture answering a series of questions and presenting our findings 
both to the class and as an e-book. GPS: Using modal verbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility.  
 
The consumption of tea is very popular in Tibet, both Yak butter tea and 
Green tea are widely consumed. We will create our own STEM project this 
week on tea consumption. We will poll our families, friends and classmates 
into their consumption of tea then we will create data from our findings. We 
will represent our findings in different ways; graphs, pie chart etc. and 
interpret our findings using percentages, decimals and fractions to 

Skills: 

Ma5/4.1    Statistics 
Ma5/4.1a    solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in a line graph 
 
Ma5/4.1b    complete, read and interpret information in tables, including 
timetables. 
 
 

Sc5/3.1    Properties and Changes of Materials 
Sc5/3.1a    compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of 
their properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity 
(electrical and thermal), and response to magnets  
 
Sc5/3.1b    know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to recover a substance from a solution  
 
Sc5/3.1c      use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how 
mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 



determine who drinks what type of tea. Do girls consume more tea than 
boys? Do older people drink more tea? What is the average amount of tea 
drank in a day?  
 
We will also look this week at materials and their properties. Heinrich was a 
mountain climber and wore metallic shoes to climb the mountains. What 
makes metal rust? We will explore the properties of different materials and 
the idea of irreversible changes. We will mix different materials to see what 
happens. Then we will conduct experiments to find out if all metals rust? 
How does water affect how a metal rusts? How does light affect how a 
metal rusts? We will look at conducting fair experiments, what are variables 
are and what conclusions can be drawn.  
 
 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

evaporating  
 
Sc5/3.1d    give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, 
for the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and 
plastic 
 
Sc5/3.1e    demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes 
 
Sc5/3.1f    explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes 
associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

Friday  2nd Decemeber 

Learning Experiences: I Can write up my findings from my experiment.  
Friday Big Write 
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning 
. 

 

WEEK  6 Theme: Communism: Religion is poison.  

6-10 February 2017 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Key scene: Arrival of Chinese Communists to Lhasa, meeting with 
Dalai Lama. Focus on body language, costume, tone of voice, how is a 
contrast created between the Tibetans and the Chinese? Is this a fair 
contrast?  
 
This week we take the perspective of the Chinese communists who came to 
Tibet. We will research communism, understand its general principles and 
explore how our why it was incompatible with Tibetan Buddhist society.  
 
Our final argument in our series will focus on writing as a Chinese official 
seeking to persuade Tibet to renounce its independence and become part 
of the Chinese nation. We will focus on building arguments and the 
premises used to support them. We will also explore writing from a different 
point of view that may not be our own and how that feels.  GPS: Building 
cohesion in paragraphs.  

Skills: 
 

En5/1    Spoken Language 
( 
 
En5/1a    listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

En5/1b    ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

En5/1c    use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary  

En5/1d    articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  
 
En5/1e    give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for expressing feelings.  
 



 
The week will cumulate with a Great Debate in the hall where the prospect 
of Tibet relinquishing its independence will be discussed. Each student will 
be assigned a different role and will have time to prepare and refresh their 
arguments based on everything we have studied this term. They maybe 
members of the Dalai lama’s council. Tibetan citizens. Chinese 
Communists. Western visitors. One person will play Heinrich and one the 
Dalai Lama. A vote will be cast at the end to decide whether or not Tibet will 
relinquish its independence.  
 
As an epilogue: We will sensitively explore what has happened to Tibet 
since the Chinese invasion and consider how life has changed for the 
Tibetan people and the role of the ‘free Tibet’ movement.  
 
We will bake some cakes to be sold at tea and cakes to raise money for the 
‘Free Tibet’ foundation.  
 
 
Reading Tree Groups 
Spelling Test 

En5/1f    maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
 
En5/1g    use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  
 
En5/1h    speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 
English  
 
En5/1i    participate in discussions, presentations, performances, 
roleplay/improvisations and debates  
 
En5/1j    gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  
 
En5/1k    consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 
on the contributions of others  
 
En5/1l    select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
 

Friday  

Learning Experiences: How has what you have learnt this term 
affected you?  
Friday Big Write 
Friday Messy Maths 
Specialisms 
PE 

Skills: Culmination of English & Maths learning 
. 

 


