
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

STAR Workshops Planning: Summer Term 2 2017         Year 4 Class Teacher: Vernee Samuel 
 

 Class Film Text:  West Side Story   Class Book: Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan  
 

 

 

WEEK 1 THEME:  West Side Story 

Monday 5 June – Wednesday 7 June 

Learning Experiences: 
Film analysis/writing: The class will watch 
trailers and examine posters for our class film, 
West Side Story. Students will then create 
their Knowledge Harvest and Big Questions. 
We will view the film and begin our film 
analysis by comparing the story with  Romeo 
& Juliet and by looking at the importance of 
sound and music in the film.  
GPS focus: The plural and possessives 
 
STEM: Students will begin a two week project 
focusing on the relationship between 
multiplication and division. They will build up to creating an interactive 
presentation on their iPads using characters from West Side Story. This 
week we will use arrays, times tables, pictures and the grid and column 
methods to ensure that students have all the necessary tools for 
answering both arithmetic and reasoning questions. 
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class.  
 
Reading Tree: We will get back into our class book, Percy Jackson and 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan, by summarising the story so far in 100 
words, 50 words, 10 words and 5 words! 
 

Skills: 

Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Using questions and question marks appropriately  
 
Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12 
Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally,  
Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal 
written layout 
Solve problems involving multiplying and adding 
 

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  

Friday 9 June 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – Choose your favourite character from West Side Story, 
describing their appearance, personality and role within the plot. 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine multiplication in 
depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 2 THEME: Setting the Scene  

Monday 12 June – Wednesday 14 June   

Learning Experiences: 
Film analysis/writing: We will focus on the iconic opening scenes of West 
Side Story. First, we’ll watch the pictures without sound and then listen to 
the soundtrack without pictures. Year 4 will become foley artists and try to 
re-create the sounds to match the pictures. Students will use these 
experiences to create a class bank of words, statements and questions 
relating to sound and music. These in turn will be used to plan and write a 
piece of film analysis about the use of sound in this scene.  
GPS focus: homophones and nouns, verbs and adjectives  
 
STEM: Students will continue with their two week project on the relationship 
between multiplication and division, building up to creating an interactive 
presentation on their iPads to demonstrate their understanding. This week 
we will focus on division; using concrete objects, arrays, reverse times 
tables, pictures, chunking, and the bus stop method to ensure that students 
have all the necessary tools for answering both arithmetic and reasoning 
questions.  
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go through 
our reading comprehension as a class.   
 
Reading Tree: Our class book is Percy Jackson and 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Students will have 
the opportunity to read out loud and listen to others 
reading. They will then create ‘top trumps’ style 
character profiles of the key characters, using 
evidence from the text to justify their decisions.   
 

Skills: 

 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally , progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices 
 
Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12 
Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally 
Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 
Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number  
Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the distributive law 
to multiply two digit numbers by 1 digit, integer scaling problems and harder 
correspondence problems such as n objects are connected to m objects. 

 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  

Friday 16 June  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – Watch the opening scene and describe how it makes you 
feel about the characters on screen. 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine division in depth and 
tackle complex word problems.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers. 



` 
  

WEEK 3 THEME:  America!  

Monday 19  June – Wednesday 21 June 

Learning Experiences: 
Writing/Film/Music: We will focus on 
the song ‘America!’ and discuss the 
importance of the themes of race and 
immigration in the film. Students will 
use the lyrics to the song to examine 
how people can have conflicting 
emotions about their country of origin 
and their adopted homeland. We will 
use drama and role play to draw out 
the complex emotions and motivations 

of the characters in this scene. Students will write an explanation of the 
lyrics.  
GPS focus: direct and indirect speech  
  
Maths:  This week we’re delving into the properties of shapes. Students 
will go on a ‘shape treasure hunt’; design a poster comparing different 
shapes and finally create a ‘puppet pals’ video that will explain the key 
concepts of shape for younger students.   
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/STEM: Year 4 will embark on a two-week STEM project 
inspired by our class book, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick 
Riordan. Students will use the monsters from Greek mythology to design 
and make their own mythical creature. They will complete a STEM booklet 
outlining the design process and explaining how they have used 
characteristics of genuine living creatures (birds, reptiles etc.) as well as 
those of the mythological creatures found in Percy Jackson.  

Skills: 

 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally , progressively building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational  
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
 
Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, 
based on their properties and sizes 
Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to 2 right 
angles by size 
Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations 
Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
 
Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
Explore and use classification keys  
Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

 



 

WEEK 4 THEME: Jets & Sharks  

Monday 26 June – Wednesday 28 June 

Learning Experiences: 
Writing/Film: Students will start a two week project on writing a 
newspaper report. We will engage in a carousel of activities to get to grips 
with the features of a newspaper – headlines; sub-headings; columns; 
interviews; direct and indirect quotes etc. – and build up to writing a report 
on the fight between the Jets and the Sharks.  
GPS focus: First, Second and Third Person 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maths/Trip: We will build on our work on shapes from last week to plot 
and translate shapes on a 2D grid. We will go on a ‘Maths walk’ to 
discover Maths in the natural world and work on skills such as identifying 
shapes and estimating.  
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/STEM: Year 4 will complete their two-week STEM project 
inspired by our class book, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick 
Riordan.  We will display the final creations in the classroom for families to 
see.  

Skills: 

 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally , progressively building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices such as headings 
and sub-headings 
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
 

Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant 
Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the 
left/right and up/down 
Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
 

Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
Explore and use classification keys  
Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

Friday 30 June  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write –watch the song ‘America!’ and read the lyrics. Use relevant 
quotes to explain how the different characters feel about America.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine shapes and 2D 
positioning in depth and tackle complex reasoning problems.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WEEK 5 THEME: Endings                             

Monday 3 July – Wednesday 5 July  

Learning Experiences: 
Writing:  Year 4 will watch the final 
scenes of West Sides Story and 
then become New York reporters. 
They will plan and write a 
newspaper report of the events in 
the final scene. Students will have 
edit, re-draft and finally publish their 
piece in the style of a newspaper.  
GPS focus: fronted adverbials 
 
STEM: We will revisit the concept of time and learn about timetables. 
Students will research how to travel from Puerto Rico to America like 
Maria in West Side Story. Year 4 will create timetables to mirror the 
journeys of the characters from our flim and write and answer reasoning 
questions about them. 
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/ICT: We are coming to the end of our class book, Percy 
Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. This week, students 
will have the opportunity to read aloud; listen to others reading out loud 
and discuss the book. We will film the students discussing what they 
correctly predicted would happen in the story and which aspects of the 
story came as a surprise to them.  

Skills: 

 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Using simple organisational devices such as headings and sub-headings 
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
 
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24-hour clocks 
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, 
years to months, weeks to days 
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in 
bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. 
 

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Friday 7 July 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – Students will compare the ending of Romeo & Juliet with 
the end of West Side Story 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 

WEEK 6 THEME:  Cool                                                                                  **DC6 Week** 

Monday 10 July – Wednesday 12 July  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Data Capture 6:   

Skills: 
 



Our students will have the opportunity to demonstrate everything they 
have learnt in Year 4 with the final assessments of the academic year. 
We will watch the song ‘Cool’ from West Side Story and share 
techniques for staying cool and calm during DC week.  
 
Whole School Events:   
This week includes our Year 2 and Year 6 Graduation ceremonies as 
well as the Year 6 performance.  
 
Reading Tree:  
We will complete our class book, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief 
by Rick Riordan. Students will have the opportunity to read aloud; listen 
to others reading out loud and discuss the book with their peers. Year 4 
will engage in a range of ‘end of book’ activities including writing a 
review, designing a new cover and writing a glossary of important words 
and phrases.  
 

 
 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them 
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 14 July 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – students will write a review of Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief   
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 

 
  



 

WEEK 7 THEME:  Look back at Year 4 

Monday 17 July – Wednesday 19 July  

Learning Experiences: 
 
We will engage in a range of activities to celebrate the end of Y4 and 
reflect on our year together.  
 
Writing/Film: Students will write and edit short synopsis, review and 
rating for each of our class films: Superman, Romeo & Juliet, Meet The 
Robinsons, My Neighbour Totoro and West Side Story.  
 
Mathematics/Film: Each student will conduct a survey of 25 Y4 
students to find out their favourite out of the five feature films that we 
have studied this year. Students will gather and record their information 
and then work out how best to represent their findings as a table, a bar 
graph and a pie chart.  
  
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/Film:  
We will watch the film of our class book, Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief and compare the book with the film.   

Skills: 
 

 
 

Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
 
Interpret and present discrete and continuous data 
Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in 
bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them 
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 21 July 

End of Term celebrations!   

 


