
STAR Workshops Planning: Summer Term 1 2017             Year 4 Class Teacher: Vernee Samuel  
 

 Class Film Text:  Horrible Histories  Class Book: Percy Jackson & The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan  
 

 
  

WEEK 1 THEME:  Musicals - featuring Singin’ in the Rain 

Tuesday 18 April – Wednesday 19 April (2 days) 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Film immersion project: 
The whole school will kick off our Summer 
Term theme of music by watching a range of 
scenes from classic musicals. Year 4 will focus 
on the charming 1952 film Singin’ in the Rain. 
The class will complete a booklet of activities 
which will include facts and figures; music 
and choreography; film analysis including on 
the use of irony and a discussion of the 
historical importance of the transition from 
silent films to talkies.   
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class.  
 
Art/DT: We will create a corridor display based on an iconic scene from 
Singin’ in the Rain using mixed media.  
 
SMSC: Get to know our new teams and design a logo for your table  

Skills: 

 
 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Using questions and question marks appropriately  
 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 
Select from and use a wide range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks accurately (Cutting, shaping, joining and finishing) 

Friday 21 April 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – Students will write about something that would make 
them ‘sing in the rain’ and compare it to Gene Kelly’s experience in the 
film.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 



 

WEEK 2 THEME: A Horrible Historical Banquet 

Monday 24 April – Wednesday 26 April  

Learning Experiences: 
STEM: Time-travelling banquet! Y4 will get to grips with measuring, 
weight and capacity by planning a banquet where our 8 historical 
characters will meet. Students will decide the size of table required; 
number of pieces of cutlery and crockery; individual and total capacity of 
drink required; individual total weight of food and the year in which their 
banquet will be set. Later, students will write and answer reasoning 
questions based on this scenario.  
 
Writing: We will embark on this 
half term’s Horrible Histories 
theme with our knowledge harvest 
and big questions. Students will 
watch HH clips about eight 
significant historical figures and 
immerse themselves in their lives. 
Students will pick two characters 
and imagine a conversation that might happen between them at the time 
travelling banquet. GPS focus: dialogue and speech marks. 
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree: We will start our new class book, Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Each week, students will have the 
opportunity to read aloud; listen to others; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These skills include 
information retrieval; understanding language; drawing inferences from 
the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.  

Skills: 

 
Convert between different units of measure 
Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in 
centimetres and metres 
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 
Estimate, compare and calculate different measures 
 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally , progressively building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, 
headings and sub-headings] 
 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 28 April  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – each week the students will create an independent piece 
of writing inspired by our Horrible Histories topic.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers. 



` 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Horribly Funny 

Tuesday 2 May – Wednesday 3 May (2 days) 

Learning Experiences: 
Writing/Art:  Using humour to add 
depth to our writing. Students will 
analyse a number of HH clips and 
cartoons in order to pull out key 
techniques such as punning; literal v 
metaphorical; exaggeration; 
misdirection; self-deprecation; 
misfortune etc. Students will then 

draw and caption their own cartoon and write a short, funny piece from 
the perspective of one of the characters in their cartoon. GPS focus: first 
person and comparatives/superlatives 
  
Mathematics: Students will work in groups on a project to create a 
historical timeline in which to place 8 significant figures from Cleopatra to 
Winston Churchill. Students will be encouraged to make the connection 
between BCE dates and negative numbers. We will solve 2 and 3 step 
reasoning problems that involve both place value and aspects of 
measurement, weight and capacity to consolidate our learning this term. 
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/ICT: We will continue with our class book, Percy Jackson 
and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Each week, students will have the 
opportunity to read aloud; listen to others reading out loud; discuss the 
book with their peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. This 
week students will work on backing up their ideas with evidence when 
they film their own discussions using their iPads.   

Skills: 

 
 

Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  
Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including 
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
 
Find 1,000 more or less than a given number 
Count backwards through 0 to include negative numbers 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 
Order and compare numbers beyond 1,000 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 
Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above  
 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 5 May 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – each week the students will create an independent piece 
of writing inspired by our Horrible Histories topic.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers. 



WEEK 4 THEME: Horrible Historical Figures 

Monday 8 – Wednesday 10 May   

Learning Experiences: 
Writing: Students will watch HH clips and then 
research facts and figures about one of our 
eight historical figures – Boudicca, Cleopatra, 
King John, King Henry VIII, William 
Shakespeare, Mary Seacole, Rosa Parks and 
Winston Churchill. They will then make an 
iMovie trailer about their character. Finally, 
students will use their research to create a 
written biography of their historical figure.  

GPS focus: using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 
time and cause 
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/STEM: We will use our class book, Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan, as inspiration for a series of 
experiments about the properties of sound. We will discover that 
thunder is the sound made by lightning and use practical activities to 
learn how altering the pitch, direction and volume changes the sound 
that we hear. In a follow-up session, students will design their own 
experiments to measure patterns in sound.  
 
Mathematics: Students will use significant dates for their chosen 
historical figure to practice rounding to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 
We will also reinforce our understanding of measurement, weight and 
capacity by imagining a breakfast meeting between two of our 
historical figures and working out what they would consume. 

Skills: 

 
 
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases for description and to specify and 
adjectives to describe.  
 
Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating 
Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear 
Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that 
produced it 
Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 
Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases 
 

 Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 
 Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 
 Convert between different units of measure 
 Estimate, compare and calculate different measures 
 

Friday 12 May  

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Write – each week the students will create an independent 
piece of writing inspired by our Horrible Histories topic.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word 
problems.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 



WEEK 5 THEME: Horrible Tests and Quizzes                                                         **DC5 Week** 

Monday 15 – Wednesday 17 May  

Learning Experiences: 
DC5: Students will take their half termly assessments in Mathematics, 
Reading, Writing and Science this week.  
 
Trip: Y4 will go on a trip to the British 
Museum to look at artefacts from the 
time of Cleopatra.  
 
Writing/History/ICT: Students will 
edit and complete their historical 
biographies and publish their final draft. They will then research, write 
and test each other using HH style quiz questions. We will use the 
Socrative app on our iPads for individual, team and whole class quizzes.    
 
Mathematics: Students work in small groups on reasoning problems on 
the topics we have been working on this term.  
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  We will continue with our class book, Percy Jackson 
and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Each week, students will have 
the opportunity to read aloud; listen to others reading out loud; discuss 
the book with their peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. 
This week, students will have another opportunity to film each other in 
order to improve their questioning skills. Every student will also have the 
chance to read out loud and listen to others in order to discover how 
reading with inflection can improve understanding.  

Skills: 

 
 
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases for description and to specify and 
adjectives to describe.  
 
Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information. 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly 
 

 Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
 Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
 Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
 Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 

Friday 19 March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create an independent piece 
of writing inspired by our Horrible Histories topic.  
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense  
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 



 

WEEK 6 THEME:  Horrible Songs 

Monday 22 – Wednesday 24 May  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Writing/Music/ICT: 
To celebrate the end of our topic, students will examine the techniques 
used in the Horrible Histories songs (humour, rhyme, play on words, 
quotes etc.) and to then write their own song lyrics about their historical 
characters.  Students can then record their songs.  
 
Mathematics 
We will analyse the DC5 paper as a class and look closely at how well 
students used ‘messy Maths’ and RUCSAC techniques for the word 
problems. We will look ahead to next half-term’s mathematics topics.  
 
Spellings/Homework: We will have our weekly spelling test and go 
through our reading comprehension as a class. 
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  
We will continue with our class book, Percy Jackson and the Lightning 
Thief by Rick Riordan. Each week, students will have the opportunity to 
read aloud; listen to others reading out loud; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These skills include 
information retrieval; understanding language; drawing inferences from 
the text and being able to explain the author’s intention. This week we 
will be comparing our class book to the original Greek Myths that 
inspired the author.  

Skills: 
 

 
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
Develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 
Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information. 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them 
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

 

 


