
STAR Workshops Planning: Spring Term 2   2017             Y4 Class Teacher: Vernee Samuel  
 

 Class Film Text:  My Neighbour Totoro  Class Book: The Phantom Tollbooth by Norman Juster 
  
WEEK 1 THEME:  My Neighbour Totoro 

Monday 20th  – Wednesday 22nd February   

Learning Experiences: 
 
Writing/Film Analysis: 
We will watch the Japanese anime, My Neighbour Totoro, by Hayao 
Miyazaki.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big Questions – what do we want to find out? 
Who are the main characters? 
What problems do the characters have? 
Where does the story take place? 
When is the story set? 
What are the main themes of the story? 
How important is the concept of family? 
How would you describe the animation style? 
Students will create character profiles of the main characters and share 
their research. They will use their prior knowledge of the 3Cs (Character, 
Camera, Colour) and 3Ss (Story, Setting, Sound) to compare contrasting 
scenes and gain a deeper understanding of the film.   
 
Mathematics/STEM: 
Students will be introduced to our half-term project designed to give 
them a deeper understanding of decimals. We will create our own non-
standard units using the characters from our film.  One Big Totoro will 
equal 10 Small Totoro, mimicking the pattern of decimal notation. 
Students will take a baseline assessment on our new science topic.  
 
Art/DT: 
We will start on our class display of scenes from My Neighbour Totoro 
using watercolour and mixed media.  
 
SMSC: Get to know our new teams and design a team flag.  

Skills: 

 
 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Using questions and question marks appropriately  
 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundreds 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents to  1/4 ,  1/2 ,  3/4 
Find the effect of dividing a one or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying 
the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths 
Round decimals with 1 decimal place to the nearest whole number 
Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2 dp 
Solve simple measure & money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2 dp 
 
Using a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 
Select from and use a wide range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks accurately (Cutting, shaping, joining and finishing) 



Friday 24th February 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
inspired by Totoro, Satsuki, Mei,  and the spirits of the forest  
 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 
WEEK 2 THEME: Big Totoro and Little Totoro 

Tuesday 28th February – Thursday 2nd March (World Book Day) 

Learning Experiences: 
Mathematics: 
Students will embark on our half-term project about understanding 
decimals. We will use our non-standard units of Big and Small Totoro to 
measure people and objects in the school and create a table to compare 
our findings. We will write and solve word problems based on our 
results.  
 
Writing: 
Y4 will do a range of activities to plan a booklet on How to look after a 
Totoro. They will have to explain how to feed, nurture and entertain 
him. We will ask big questions such as: which animals is he most like and 
why? How does looking after a Totoro differ from looking after a puppy 
or a baby? Students will design and create their booklet.  
GPS Focus: verb endings, punctuation 
 
Art/DT: 
We will complete our class display of scenes from My Neighbour Totoro 
using watercolour and mixed media. 
 
Reading Tree/World Book Day:  
We use our Y4 Class Book, The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster, to 
inspire a range of creative activities to celebrate World Book Day.  Every 
student will design their own giant clock in honour of the character, 
Tock, the watchdog.  
 
  

Skills: 

 
Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally , progressively building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, 
headings and sub-headings] 
 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundreds 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents to  1/4 , 1/2, 3/4 
Find the effect of dividing a one or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the 
value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths 
 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  



Friday 3rd March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
inspired by Totoro, Satsuki, Mei,  and the spirits of the forest  
 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 
 

WEEK 3 THEME:  The Forest 

Monday 6th – Wednesday 8th March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Mathematics:  
This week we will explicitly connect our non-standard units of Big and 
Small Totoro to decimals. We will use the characters from our film to 
discover different ways of reading, writing and representing decimals. . 
We will compare decimals to fractions and write and solve word 
problems.  
 
STEM:  
We will take a trip outside to observe 
and collect living things to kick-off our 
science topic of Living Things and 
Their Habitats. We will use this as an 
opportunity to collect words to use in 
our poetry writing sessions (below). 
 
Writing  
Y4 students will immerse themselves in the traditional Japanese poetic 
form of the Haiku. We will discover the 5-7-5 structure and start by 
creating a  ‘What am I’ Haiku such as: 
Green and speckled legs, 
Hop on logs and lily pads 
Splash in cool water 
Students will peer assess each other’s poems for correct structure, 
connections to nature and imaginative use of language. They will then 
edit their work and write Haikus based on the forest in our class film. 

Skills: 

 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundreds 
Recognise and write decimal equivalents to  1/4 ,  1/2 ,  3/4 
Find the effect of dividing a one or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying 
the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths 
Round decimals with 1 decimal place to the nearest whole number 
Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2 dp 
Solve simple measure & money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2 dp 
 
Recognising that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
Exploring and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider environment 
Recognising that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things. 
 

Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
 understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting      
improvements 
Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including 
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences 



 
 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Spirit animals 

Monday 13th – Wednesday 15th March   

Learning Experiences: 
 
STEM/Art:  
We will use our findings from our flora and fauna hunt to explore ways 
to classify living things, focusing in particular on branching databases. 
We will look at the creatures in our film and consider how we would 
classify a Totoro or a Cat Bus. We will create a giant Venn Diagram for 
our display, showing our understanding of how to classify creatures of 
the forest.  
 
Mathematics 
Students will fold cut-outs the characters and creatures form My 

Skills: 

 
Recognising that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 
Exploring and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider environment 
Recognising that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose 
dangers to living things. 

Every child will perform one of their poems in front of the class.  
GPS focus: Nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs 
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  
We will continue with our Y4 Class Book, The Phantom Tollbooth by 
Norton Juster. Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out 
loud; listen to others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the 
book with their peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. 
These skills include information retrieval; understanding language; 
drawing inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s 
intention.  Students will add to their Spring Term Book Creator project.  
 

 Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 
 Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 10th March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
inspired by Totoro, Satsuki, Mei,  and the spirits of the forest  
 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 
 



Neighbour Totoro to discover if they have a line of symmetry. We will 
cut and fold polygons and use a mirror to discover the properties of 
different shapes and their lines of symmetry. Students will use set 
squares and protractors to determine the properties of different types 
of triangle and learn how to measure angles. 
 
Writing: 
Students will build on their Week 2 work on How to Look After a Totoro 
by choosing a real life plant or creature about which to write a ‘How to 
Look After…’ booklet. They will decide what questions they need to ask, 
research them on their iPads and then write up their findings before 
creating their booklet.  
GPS focus: using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time 
and cause 
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  
We will continue with our Y4 Class Book, The Phantom Tollbooth by 
Norton Juster. Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out 
loud; listen to others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the 
book with their peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. 
These skills include information retrieval; understanding language; 
drawing inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s 
intention.  Students will add to their Spring Term Book Creator project.  
 

Make systematic and careful observations  
Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables  
 
Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, 
based on their properties and sizes  
Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two right 
angles by size 
Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations 
Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
 
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases for description and to specify and 
adjectives to describe.  
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
 

Friday 17th March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
As a follow up to last half-term’s music workshop by Albert’s Band, Year 
4 will go on a trip to the Royal Albert Hall in Kensington to watch a 
classical music performance.  

 

Skills:  
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 
 
 



WEEK 5 THEME: Families                                                                       **DC4 Week** 

Monday 20th – Wednesday 2 2nd March 

Learning Experiences: 
DC3 
Students will take their half termly assessments in Mathematics, English 
and Science this week.  
 
Writing/Geography/ICT:  
Students will research, write and present 
their findings about Japanese family life, 
geography and culture. We will use our 
knowledge of Japan as way in to look at the 
countries, continents and oceans of the 
world.   
 
Mathematics 
Students will use the ‘messy Maths’ and RUCSAC techniques to work in 
small groups on reasoning problems on the topics we have been working 
on this term.  
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  
We will continue with our Y4 Class Book, The Phantom Tollbooth by 
Norton Juster. Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out 
loud; listen to others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the 
book with their peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. 
These skills include information retrieval; understanding language; 
drawing inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s 
intention.  Students will add to their Spring Term Book Creator project.  
 

Skills: 

 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
 
Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating 
and presenting data and information. 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 24th March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
inspired by Totoro, Satsuki, Mei,  and the spirits of the forest  
 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 
 



 

WEEK 6 THEME:  Anime 

Monday 27th – Wednesday 29th March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Writing/Music: 
We will listen to clips of the soundtrack to My Neighbour Totoro without 
pictures. Students will use art and drama to help articulate their 
thoughts and reactions to the music and sounds. They will discover how 
we use vocabulary and imagery to write about the music used in the 
film. GPS focus:  Fronted adverbials, similes and metaphors 
 
Art/Film Analysis:  
Students will research the features of the film style, Anime, and create 
their own Anime character.  
 
Mathematics 
We will analyse the DC4 paper as a class and look closely at how well 
students used ‘messy Maths’ and RUCSAC techniques for the word 
problems. We will look ahead to next half-term’s topics.  
 
Reading Tree/ICT:  
We will complete The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Jester and write 
book reviews. Students will make final edits and publish their Book 
Creator project.  
 
Class Trip:  
An end of term celebratory trip to the Japanese Garden in Holland Park 
to write Haikus in a stimulating environment.  

Skills: 
 

 
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
Develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them 
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 31st March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
Friday Write – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
inspired by Totoro, Satsuki, Mei,  and the spirits of the forest  
 
Messy Maths – an opportunity for students to examine an aspect of the 
Y4 mathematics curriculum in depth and tackle complex word problems.   

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate 
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Solve one and two step problems using increasingly harder numbers 

 


