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WEEK 1 THEME:  Mary Poppins 

Wednesday 4th January – Friday 6th January  

Learning Experiences: 
Everyone will watch the 1964 Disney film, Mary Poppins and take part in 
a range of learning experiences based on the film.  
 
Students will immerse themselves in the world of Edwardian London and 
be encouraged to discuss big questions about family, poverty, equality of 
opportunity, the banking system and women’s suffrage.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions – what do we want to find out? 
Who are the key characters? 
What different jobs do the characters have? 
Where does the story take place? 
When is the story set? 
What are the main themes of the story? 
How important is the concept of family? 
How do the songs advance the story?  
What role does animation play? 
Why does Mary Poppins have to leave at the end? 
  
Students will use their prior knowledge of the 3Cs (Character, Camera, 
Colour) and 3Ss (Story, Setting, Sound) to compare contrasting scenes 
and, through writing down their observations and ideas, gain a deeper 
understanding of the film. Students will plan and create a scene for our 
corridor display using mixed media. It will be based on a sequence from 
Mary Poppins.  
 
We will use the scene where Michael refuses to put his tuppence in the 
bank to prompt students to ask questions about saving and borrowing 
and gain a basic understanding of the banking system. We will use toy 
money to role play at being savers, borrowers and bankers, allowing 
students to comprehend a practical use for percentages and decimals. 
 
  

Skills: 

 
 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Using questions and question marks appropriately 
 
Using a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space. 
Select from and use a wide range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks accurately (Cutting, shaping, joining and finishing) 
 
Convert between different units of measure  
Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2 
decimal places  
Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds 
and pence 



WEEK 2 THEME: A Day with Wilbur Robinson 

Monday 9th – Wednesday 11th January 

Learning Experiences: 
 
Mathematics/STEM 
Students will handle clocks in order to observe and discuss which 
properties of a clock are essential (2 hands, marks showing at least a 
quarter) and which are optional (the second hand, 12 numbers, roman 
numerals). They will design and make their own clocks from scratch in 
order to track the sequence events on the day that Lewis spends with 
Wilbur. They will work in groups to match each of Lewis’s adventures to 
the times of the day when they happen and put those times on their 
clocks. This week we will introduce the use of ‘messy Maths’ and 
‘RUCSAC’ as methods to aid problem solving in Maths. Students will 
then solve time lapse reasoning puzzles set by Wilbur for Lewis to solve.  
 
Writing 
Y4 will do a range of activities as a build-up to writing about the day from 
Wilbur’s perspective. Students will use role play to understand the 
secrets that Wilbur is keeping from Lewis and the misconceptions that 
Lewis has about Wilber. They will draw a table to compare the truth with 
Lewis’s perspective. We will look at the book ‘A Day with Wilbur 
Robinson’ and compare it with the film adaptation. Finally, students will 
write a letter from Wilber to Lewis.  
GPS focus: verb inflections/consistent use of tense 
   
Reading Tree:  
This term, the Y4 Class Book is The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster.  
Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out loud; listen to 
others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These will include 
retrieving information; increasing understanding of language; drawing 
inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.   
 
 
 
 

Skills: 

 
   

Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour 
clocks 
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; 
years to months; weeks to days. 
Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral 
system changed to include the concept of zero and place value. 
 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role-play, improvisations 
and debates.  
   
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
these  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
 

Friday 13th January 

Learning Experiences: 
Lewis’s Journal – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
from the point of view of Lewis, the protagonist of Meet the Robinsons. 
Lewis’s journal will include inventions and ideas as well as reflections on 
his experiences.  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 



 
Arithmetic Practice – an opportunity for students to test themselves on 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum with a particular focus on this week’s new 
learning. Students will peer mark their work and be encouraged to track 
their progress.  

are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Apply persuasive language techniques and use technical language.   
 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Time Travel 

Monday 16th – Wednesday 18th January 

Learning Experiences: 
 
STEM/Mathematics 
Cracking Lucille’s Code: This week, students will use the ‘messy Maths’ 
approach to  solve a series of increasingly complex reasoning problems 
in order to crack a code set by the science fair judge, Lucille Robinson. 
Students will build on their understanding of analogue and digital time 
from last week and will also consolidate their understanding of Roman 
Numerals.  
 
STEM/Writing  
Y4 students will work in groups to design and create a time machine out 
of junk, ensuring they record the various stages of its creation on their 
iPads. They will use this evidence to write an instruction leaflet with a 
step by step guide explaining how to build a time machine. 
GPS focus: Instructional language 
 
Reading Tree:  
This term, the Y4 Class Book is The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster.  
Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out loud; listen to 
others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These will include 
retrieving information; increasing understanding of language; drawing 
inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.   

Skills: 

 
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour 
clocks 
Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; 
years to months; weeks to days. 
Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral 
system changed to include the concept of zero and place value. 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
these  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
 

 

Friday 20th January 

Learning Experiences: 
Lewis’s Journal – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
from the point of view of Lewis, the protagonist of Meet the Robinsons. 
Lewis’s journal will include inventions and ideas as well as reflections on 
his experiences.  
 
Arithmetic Practice – an opportunity for students to test themselves on 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum with a particular focus on this week’s new 
learning. Students will peer mark their work and be encouraged to track 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Apply persuasive language techniques and use technical language.   



their progress. 

 

WEEK 4 THEME:  The Science Fair  

Monday 23rd – Wednesday 25th January  

Learning Experiences: 
STEM 
We will re-create the Science Fair from Meet The Robinsons in the Y4 
classroom.  Students will set up simple tests to compare substances in a 
solid, liquid or gaseous state. For each experience they will record their 
predictions, make systematic observations and take measurements.  
 
Mathematics 
Students will cut and fold shapes and use a mirror to discover the 
properties of different shapes and their lines of symmetry. They will use 
set squares and protractors to determine the properties of different types 
of triangle and learn how to measure angles. They will create a poster 
that includes a table comparing the properties of different shapes. They 
will solve geometry reasoning problems using the ‘messy Maths’ and 
‘RUCSAC’ techniques.  
 

Writing: 
Students will build up to writing a report on their scientific experiment 
about states of matter – solids, liquids and gases. They will give an oral 
presentation in groups in front of the class before writing up a ‘lab report’ 
based on their findings. 
GPS focus – technical language   
 
Reading Tree:  
This term, the Y4 Class Book is The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster.  
Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out loud; listen to 
others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These will include 
retrieving information; increasing understanding of language; drawing 
inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.   

Skills: 

 
Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, 
liquids or gases 
Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and 
measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius  
Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and 
associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. 
Set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  
Make systematic and careful observations  
Record findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables  
 
Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, 
based on their properties and sizes  
Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two right 
angles by size 
Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different orientations 
Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry. 
 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases for description and to specify and 
adjectives to describe.  
 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  



 Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
these  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
 

Friday 27th January 

Learning Experiences: 
Lewis’s Journal – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
from the point of view of Lewis, the protagonist of Meet the Robinsons. 
Lewis’s journal will include inventions and ideas as well as reflections on 
his experiences.  
 
Arithmetic Practice – an opportunity for students to test themselves on 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum with a particular focus on this week’s new 
learning. Students will peer mark their work and be encouraged to track 
their progress. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Apply persuasive language techniques and use technical language.   
 

 
 
 

WEEK 5 THEME: Your Future Self                                                                    **DC3 Week** 

Monday 30th January –Wednesday 1 February  

Learning Experiences: 
DC3 
Students will take their half termly assessments in Mathematics, Reading 
and Science this week.  
 
Writing  
Students will create profile cards of the characters from Meet the 
Robinsons. We will write a letter from Cornelius Robinson to his past self 
– Lewis – giving him advice for getting the most out of life. Students will 
write a letter from their childhood self to their adult self.  
GPS focus – expanded noun phrases and adjectives  
 
Mathematics 
Students will use the ‘messy Maths’ and RUCSAC techniques to work in 
small groups on reasoning problems on the topics we have been working 
on this term.  
 
Reading Tree:  
This term, the Y4 Class Book is The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster.  

Skills: 

 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use Noun phrases and expanded noun phrases for description and to specify and 
adjectives to describe. 
 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  



Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out loud; listen to 
others (students and adults) reading out loud; discuss the book with their 
peers and develop key reading comprehension skills. These will include 
retrieving information; increasing understanding of language; drawing 
inferences from the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.   
 

Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  
 

Friday 3rd February 

Learning Experiences: 
Lewis’s Journal – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
from the point of view of Lewis, the protagonist of Meet the Robinsons. 
Lewis’s journal will include inventions and ideas as well as reflections on 
his experiences.  
Arithmetic Practice – an opportunity for students to test themselves on 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum with a particular focus on this week’s new 
learning. Students will peer mark their work and be encouraged to track 
their progress. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Apply persuasive language techniques and use technical language.   
 
 

 

WEEK 6 THEME:  Keep Moving Forward! 

Monday 6th – Wednesday 8th February  

Learning Experiences: 
Music  
On Monday, Y4 will take part in an instrumental workshop run by Albert’s 
Band from the Royal Albert Hall.  Throughout the week we will listen to a 
range of music inspired by this experience and students will be 
encouraged to express their thoughts, feelings and preferences.  
Writing 
Students will talk, write and use drama to articulate their thoughts and 
reactions to a range of music. They will discover how we use vocabulary 
and imagery to write about music This will build up to students writing 
about a piece of music that inspires them.  
GPS focus:  Fronted adverbials 
Mathematics 
We will analyse the DC3 paper as a class and look closely at how well 
students used ‘messy Maths’ and RUCSAC techniques for the word 
problems. We will look ahead to next half-term’s topics.  
Reading Tree:  
This term, the Y4 Class Book is The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster.  
Each week, students will have the opportunity to read out loud; listen to 
others reading out loud; discuss the book with their peers and develop 
key reading comprehension skills. These will include retrieving 
information; increasing understanding of language; drawing inferences 
from the text and being able to explain the author’s intention.   

Skills: 
 

 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes  
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
Develop an understanding of the history of music. 
Understand what they read by: 
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising  



 Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Friday 10th February  

Learning Experiences: 
Lewis’s Journal – each week the students will create a piece of writing 
from the point of view of Lewis, the protagonist of Meet the Robinsons. 
Lewis’s journal will include inventions and ideas as well as reflections on 
his experiences.  
 
Arithmetic Practice – an opportunity for students to test themselves on 
the Y4 mathematics curriculum with a particular focus on this week’s new 
learning. Students will peer mark their work and be encouraged to track 
their progress. 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Apply persuasive language techniques and use technical language.   

 


