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STAR Days  

                                                               Planning: Spring 1 - 2017 
Year Group: Y3          Teacher’s Name: Christopher Comnenos 
Film Text:  Paper Planes – Film & Book 
 

 

WEEK 1 THEME: Mary Poppins 

Wednesday –Friday 4
th

 – 6
th

 January 

Learning Experiences: 
Mary Poppins Days 
Over these three days, all of our learning will be based around the movie Mary 
Poppins. Our learning experiences will include: 

 Watching the film together as a whole school 

 Making the display boards for the school – Feed the birds 

 Plotting out the story 

 Comparing flight of a pigeons anatomy to an airplane design 

 Design and make an thaumatrope 

 Design and make kites using maths skills 

 Create imaginary worlds and using them in a piece of writing 

 Taking a virtual tour of London, looking at the new vs old architecture  

 Write a day in the life of a hungry pigeon  

  
KS2 Reading 
 

             

                               
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation (for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly) 
-To use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them to relevant 
spelling strategies. 
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form. 
-To use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
 
Looking at angles greater and less than using vision of a pigeon in flight 
To identify whether angles are greater or less than a right angle. 
To  add and subtract – lengths  using (m/cm/mm) for kites 
 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK 2 THEME: Paper Planes  

Monday 9
th

 – Wednesday 11
th

 January   10
th

 January  trip to The Science Museum 

Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big questions 
about Paper Planes.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. We will 
make creative items for our class display based on the film during the afternoon. 
 
On Tuesday we will visit the Science Museum to find out about the history of flight. 
 
STEM learning: 
At Waleup Primary School, Dylan’s classroom has a series of calculations 
using the four processes displayed on the wall. We will work through a similar series 
or arithmetic questions and revise our work on counting in 10’s/odd and even 
numbers. 
We will experiment with making a range of paper planes inspired by the film and do 
some research into the history of flight. 
 
KS2 Reading  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
-Using suffixes – ful and -less 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 
 
Develop skills in problem solving and reasoning  
Fractions times tables and area 
-To use mental methods to write and calculate using commutativity and associativity. 
 eg– 4 x 12 x 5 = 4 x 5 12 = 20 x 12 = 240 
– I can mentally calculate inverses for multiplication and division facts I know. 
-To Recall subtraction facts to 20 fluently. 
-To Derive and use related number bond facts up to 100. 
-To Derive and use related subtraction facts up to 100. 
Tjanpi art  weaving and sculpture making 

 

Friday 13
th

 January 

Learning Experiences: 
KS2 writing groups: We will be writing a comparison about a airplane from history 
and a modern day airplane. We will look at its functional purpose and people who 
use it and why. 
 
 
  

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Use of suffixes  
Adverbs and conjunctions 
 



WEEK 3 THEME:  Characters & Relationships 

Monday 16
th

 to 18
th

 January 

Learning Experiences: 
This week we will look at the different characters in the film and their relationships 
with each other. At the start Dylan and Kevin do not get on, Kevin is seen as a bit of 
a bully towards Dylan but they manage to overcome it. We will explore the different 
relationships between the characters and build a deeper understanding of them, we 
will also link this to our own lives.  
 
GPS: Fronted adverbials to describe the relationships and how they do or do not get 
on and why 
 
STEM learning:  
The idea of relationships will be explored further through STEM as we look at 
relationships between processes and do lots of work on inverse relations & missing 
symbols activities. We will examine the role of the bird in the film and how he inspires 
Dylan to look deeper into the idea of flying. We will look at classifying things that fly in 
nature and things that need human intervention. What natural things fly or use flight 
in some way? Why do some birds not fly? What are the similarities and differences? 
We will create some 3D models of birds for our classroom. 
KS2 Reading  

     

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Use a range of fronted adverbials. 
-To increase  the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting by ensuring 
that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch). 
To use fractions and know ¼  ½ ¾ 4/4 
STEM Skills:   
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and spaces. 

 

 

Friday 20
th

 January 

Learning Experiences:  
KS2 writing groups: The relationship Kevin’s character has 
This week we will focus our writing on how the main character Dylan and Kevin get 
on. What is their relationship like? We will write about what effect it has on them and 
what happens that changes their relationship 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- Instructional language, time connectives 
-Use of suffixes –ful and -less 
-Use of fronted adverbials  
SENTENCE – Expressing time, place and cause using  
To use conjunctions (for example, when, before, after, while, so, because) 
To use  adverbs (for example, then, next, soon, therefore) 
Prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of) 



 

To use Introduction of paragraphs as a way to group related material. 
TEXT – Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 
TEXT – Use of present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past (for example, 
He has gone out to play contrasted with He went out to play) 
PUNCTUATION – Introduction to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 

 
 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Flashbacks & Flight 

Monday 23
rd

 – Wednesday 25
th

 January  

 
Learning Experiences: 
The film uses flashbacks throughout and it is a clever way of linking threads of the 
story together: they show Grandpa’s experiences in the war, they show Dylan and 
his dad’s life with his mum and they explore the concept of flight.  We will explore 
flashbacks as a film making technique. What do they bring to the story? How do they 
add to the mood of the flim? What is the purpose of them? How is music used to 
complement them? Why is slow motion such a key part of it? We will look at how 
flight is linked to all of these and write a flashback sequence from the film. 
 
GPS: using the progressive form of verbs in the past and present tense. 
 
STEM learning: 
Dylan has to use fractions a lot when he is designing and making his perfect plane. 
He has to consider how folding the paper in half and equally into quarters can 
improve his plane. This week we will delve into the world of fractions to help us 
recognise, name and write a range of fractions, find a fraction of a quantity and find 
equivalent fractions. We will do lots of paper folding like Dylan does to help our 
understanding of fractions while looking at area of the item or shape . We will 
continue our learning of flight by looking at Forces – what is a push, a pull and a 
collision? Our other big question will be how does a plane get into the air? We will 
explore air pressure, lift, thrust, drag and weight through a series of experiments. We 
will also begin work on our own model planes which we will write a scientific 
explanation to accompany it with a model and an alternative native use of flight 
called a boomerang and what it was used for.  
 
 
 
 

 
Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- using the progressive form of verbs in the past and present tense 
 
STEM Skills: 
- recognise, find, name and write ¼, 1/3, 2/4, 3/4 of a length, shape, set of objects or 
quantity. 
-write simple fractions for example – ½ of 6 = 3. 
-recognise the equivalence of ½ and 2/4 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and spaces. 
-plan and carry out fair tests 
-explore the concept of forces, air pressure and the different forces that affect and 
enable flight.  
– To interpret and represent data using tables. 
identify right angles. 
-To explain that 2 right angles make a half turn 
-To identify whether angles are greater or less than a right angle. 
 -To add fractions with the same denominator within one whole. 



 
KS2 Reading & Support  groups 

  
 
 
 
 
 

-To subtract fractions with the same denominator within one whole. 
-To compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same denominators. 
 
 

Friday 27
th

 January 

Learning Experiences:  
 
KS2 writing groups: adverts 
This week we will focus our writing about the flashback Dylan has about his mother 
and what it means to him using language to describe time and place. 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Use of suffixes –ful and -less 
-Use of fronted adverbials 
-Correct use of tenses 
-persuasive language 
Assessing the effectiveness of my own/others’ writing suggesting improvement. 
-To propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including 
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
– To use the grammatical terminology below appropriately when discussing my 
reading and writing. 
 

  

WEEK 5 THEME: Travel & Exploring  DC3 

Monday 30
th

 January – Wednesday 1
st

 February  

Learning Experiences: 
This week we will be reviewing our work done so far for our data capture and in 
between we will explore the different locations used in the film. We will compare 
locations and create a travel guide to accompany the film. This guide will include 
information on the flights and lots of information about the different destinations: 
Waleup in rural Western Australia, Sydney and Tokyo.  
 
We will be looking at the different environments of countries and their capitals. We 
will work in groups to find similarities and differences in them compared to UK and 
AUS. 
GPS: using subordination (when, if, that, because) (subordinating clauses) 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, to ask 
and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 



 
 
KS2 Reading  
   

 

 

 
STEM:. 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and spaces. 
identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses  
-plan and carry out fair tests 
-explore the concept of forces, air pressure and the different forces that affect and 
enable flight. 
– I can record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours. 
 – I can use vocabulary such as o’clock, am, pm, morning, afternoon, noon, midnight. 
From around the world 
 – Use the number of seconds in a minute. 
– Learn about the number of days in each month, year and leap year. 
-To compare durations of events – time taken to do a particular thing. 
 
– To interpret and represent data using bar charts.     
– To interpret and represent data using tables. 
– To answer 1 and 2 step questions using information presented in bar charts. 
 

Friday 3
rd

 February  

Learning Experiences: 
KS2 writing groups: Traveler’s review 
This week we will focus our writing on reviewing destinations points in Australia. We 
will use lots of the language of opinions eg I feel that, In my opinion, I found … 
 

 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- Use of suffixes –ful and -less 
-Use of fronted adverbials 
-Correct use of tenses 
-Using subordination 
To use Expressions of time, place and cause using  
-To use Conjunctions (for example, when, before, after, while, so, because) 
-To use Adverbs (for example, then, next, soon, therefore) 
-To use Prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of) 
 

 
 
 
 



WEEK 6 THEME:   Competition 

Monday 6
th

  – Wednesday 8
th

 February 

Learning Experiences: 
This week will look at how the element of competition is explored in the film. Dylan 
goes to lots of different competitions before he is accepted to the grand final in 
Tokyo. Each time he has to review and reflect on his design. What improvements 
can he make? What would make it go that bit further? What else does he need to do 
to win? We will think about how all of Dylan’s planning has come together and how 
his mind is focused on the big competition. We will write from Dylan’s perspective 
about how he is feeling before, during and after the final.  
 
GPS focus: apostrophes 
 
STEM learning: 
In order to help Dylan get to the final he has to raise some money. We will do as 
Dylan did and have a bake sale to raise money to contribute to our trip fund. Before 
we can do this, we need to consider how to increase our number of cakes we make 
and work how to divide by sharing. We will do lots of maths activities involving 
multiplying and dividing. We will also hold a final competition with our own paper 
planes to see how much further they go now that we know so much more about 
plane design, paper folding and the theory of flight.  This will help us reflect and 
evaluate our term of learning.  
 
KS2 Reading 
 

  

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
- using possessive apostrophes for singular nouns. 
STEM: 
- Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences 
and imagination on the topic  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and spaces. 
identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses  
-multiplication facts  - ,6,7 and 12 tables. 
-division facts for - 3,4, 5, 10 times tables. 
- calculate mathematical statements for multiplication (up to 12x12) using written 
methods. 
I can solve problems involving missing numbers in multiplications and divisions. 
-calculate mathematical statements for division (up to 12x12) using written methods. 
-show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order. 
-show that division of two numbers cannot be done in any order. 
-solve multiplication problems using arrays, repeated addition, mental methods and 
known facts. 
-solve division problems using arrays, repeated addition, mental methods and known 
facts. 

Friday 10
th

 February 

Learning Experiences:  
KS2 writing groups: We will be looking doing a review recapping on what we have 
done this term and what we have learnt about the characters using the skills sets we 
have learnt and developed 

 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 
ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning 
clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time 
are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Use of suffixes –ful and -less 
-Use of fronted adverbials 
-Correct use of tenses 
-Using subordination  
- Using possessive apostrophes for singular nouns. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


