
                                GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
                    STAR Days  

                                              
 Planning: Spring Term 2 - 2017 
 Year Group: Y3   
 Teacher’s Name:  Chris Comnenos         Film: The Arrival, Shaun Tan/ The Immigrant, Charlie Chaplin 
 

WEEK 1 Theme: Motion Picture Detectives 

Monday 20th February                                        

Learning Experiences: 
Film immersion: 
We will watch our new film - The Immigrant with Charlie 
Chaplin. We will look at the story, how the character 
turns everything in to comedy and explore his ideas 
about comedy as a film technique - “A day without 
laughter is a day wasted”. We will have a class 
discussion about what we have seen and then write up 
our knowledge harvest and generate our big questions 
for the wonder wall display. 
 
Learning Experience:  
Exploring Who is Charlie Chaplin and what makes him 
so funny? What is it that makes him so legendary?  
Exploring why timings, slapstick humour and 
exaggerated theatre can make almost anything funny.   
In reading we will be exploring our new book this term -  
The Arrival by Shaun Tan. 
How do we unpick the obvious storylines and discover 
those not so obvious stories about the characters?  By 
looking at detail in the juxtaposition, we will uncover 
clues about how images can be representations of a 
deeper meaning.   
Hand writing practice looking at our letter formations and 
cursive handwriting techniques 
 
Learning Experiences: STEM 
As this film is black and white, we are going to explore 
the concepts of light and darkness.  
What is light and where does it come from? 
What is darkness and where does it go in the presence 
of light?  We will sketch pictures using light and shade, 
inspired by the illustrations of Shaun Tan and look at an 
item or person in different lighting 

Skills:  

                                  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of 
sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used 
correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
 
Skills:  
– I can plan my writing by –  
1. Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a 
varied/rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures. 
-I can take turns and listening to what others say. 
2. Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
3. In narratives, creating settings, characters  
 
 
 
Skills:  
- add numbers mentally, including: 
-I can add two and/or three-digit numbers  
-I can adding ones, tens, and hundreds 
-add numbers with up to three digits, using column written methods  
-I can solve problems involving addition. 
-I know how to connect the 2, 4, 8 tables through doubling as a strategy 



 
 
 - How does that change how we feel?  Charlie Chaplin 
is seen using money a lot in the film so we will explore 
money and money problems in our STEM sessions.  
 
What is money worth? How do we use money? What is 
the significance of money? We will explore the value of 
different notes and coins and solve a range of problems 
associated with it. We will also look at the importance of 
E- safety this week.  
 
 

 
- notice that light is reflected from shiny surfaces 
- recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes 
- recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque 
object 
- find patterns in the way that size of shadows change with distance. 
- notice that light is reflected from surfaces 
- recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect their eyes 
- recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque 
object 
- find patterns in the way that size of shadows change with distance. 
 

Friday 24th February           

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the first scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story.  
Messy Maths 
Looking at money and how different coins equal the 
same amount as other coins but they can all equal the 
same amount 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastics. 
 

Skills: 
-I can add numbers mentally including – HTO +O       2.HTO +T        3.HTO+H 
-I can add numbers with up to three digits using the column method. 
-I can solve problems involving number facts and place value. 
 
-I can apply my growing knowledge of  -  
Grammar spelling and punctuation. 
-I can read aloud and understanding the meaning of new words I meet. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
-I can spell words that are often misspelt 
-I can use spelling strategies to spell less common words  
- I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
 
 

WEEK 2 Theme: Sailing away (Monday Crew Day & Thursday World Book Day)                                    

Monday 27th February Skills: 

Learning Experiences: Writing 
Looking at our Charlie Chaplin movie we will be writing a 
letter to a boat designer and engineer. Now that Charlie 
Chaplin is rich and famous, he has decided to make a 
better boat/living conditions for future refugees. We will 
be looking at how we can improve the conditions on the 
boat that Charlie came in to America on. 
 
Hand writing practice looking at our letter formations and 
cursive handwriting techniques. 

- Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of 
sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used 
correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
-Use a range of fronted adverbials. 
-To increase  the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting by ensuring that the down 
strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that 
the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch) 



Looking at our accompanying class book The Arrival 
(which has no written story line) we will analyze a series 
of images that make up a larger photo. Looking deeper 
at the images from the book we will be developing our 
skills further to build up a story. 
 
Learning Experiences:  STEM 
We will be exploring Km/Miles and distances from 
locations to destination. Looking at our character Charlie 
Chaplin and the anonymous character from The Arrival 
we will investigate the story behind how far they might 
have travelled and the time taken to do it. 
 
We will be creating a scaled version of a cargo ship 
inspired by the one from our movie. After writing a 
specification for proposed improvement, we will be 
looking at the purposes, function, cost, and design.  

To use  adverbs (for example, then, next, soon, therefore) 
Prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of) 
To use Introduction of paragraphs as a way to group related material. 
Punctuation - further practice to inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 
 
Looking at forms of measurement in distance. Looking at distance between  countries 
- recognise, find and write units of measurements and non-units of measurements 
- recognise and show, using diagrams, measurements of countries in map reading  
- add and subtract numbers mentally, including: a three-digit number and ones, a three-digit 
number and tens, a three-digit number and hundreds 
- add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal written methods of columnar 
addition and subtraction, estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check 
answers 
- solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more 
complex addition and subtraction. 

Friday 3rd March Skills: 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the second scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story.  
Messy Maths 
Monetary values 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastic. 

-I can apply my growing knowledge of  -  
Grammar spelling and punctuation. 
-I can read aloud and understanding the meaning of new words I meet. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
-I can take turns and listening to what others say. 
-I can spell further homophones. 
-I can spell words that are often misspelt 
-I can use spelling strategies to spell less common words  
 

WEEK 3 Theme: The Restaurant 

Monday 6th March Skills: 

In the film, there are scenes focused on a restaurant so 
this week our learning will be linked around the concept 
of a restaurant in 1917. 
 
Learning Experiences: 
This week we will be writing a letter exploring the context 
of immigrant life inspired from our book The Arrival by 
Shaun Tan.  
 
We will be focussing our punctuation this week on the 

             
 
- using brackets, looking at alternative ways to add information to a sentence and expand 
everyday vocabulary. 
-I know the place value of each digit in a 3 digit number (HTO). 
-I can solve problems involving number facts and place value. 



rules for using brackets in order to add extra detail and 
information to our writing. We will write an informative 
letter from the man in The Arrival to his family back 
home. 
 
Learning Experiences: STEM 
In Maths we will be continuing to practice or column 
addition with place value and exploring how to use 
decimal points. 
As an immigrant worker back then life was tough, so we 
will be designing and costing a restaurant menu on a low 
budget.  
We will be looking at tones of light and the different 
shades of darkness. Using our book The Arrival we will 
create portrait illustrations (in the style of Shaun Tan) of 
a friend in the class. 
 

– I can add amounts of money using both £ and pence in practical contexts 
 
- recognise that they need light in order to see, that dark is the absence of light and vis versa  
- notice that light can be reflected of certain surfaces 
- recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect our eyes 
when trying to harness the light energy 
- recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque 
object 
- find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change with distance 
 

Friday 10th March Skills: 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the third scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story.  
 
Messy Maths 
Place value & money. 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastics. 

-I can apply my growing knowledge of  -  
Grammar spelling and punctuation. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
- I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
 
-I know the place value of each digit in a 3 digit number (HTO). 
-I can solve problems involving number facts and place value. 
– I can add amounts of money using both £ and pence in practical contexts 

WEEK 4 Theme law and Order 

Monday 13th March Skills: 

This week our theme is Law and Order. The characters 
in our film/books face new ways of living when they 
arrive. As mini layers/barristers, we will be exploring the 
UK laws.  
Learning Experiences:  
As a class, we will discuss, draft, and then finalise a 
proposed bill (law) of our own. We will track the journey 
this bill (potential law) takes through the House of 
Commons, Lords and Parliament. We will also look at 
how the UK is run by the Houses of Parliament and our 

     
 
SKILLS:  
- I can use a dictionary to check the meaning of words that I have read. 



government.  In reading, we will be developing our 
comprehension skills by reading up to chapter 21 from 
the student’s book Boy Overboard by Morris Gleitzman.  
Just like a defendant and plaintiff would in a court room, 
we will take a situation from the story to argue for or 
against using evidence from the book. 
 
Learning Experiences STEM: 
In Maths we will continue to look at our hypothetical 
court case and look at the costs involved. 
-Who is being paid and why? 
-How much are they paid? 
-What are they paid for? 
-Where does this money go? 
-How do you cost up a person’s value/time?  
 
Using our film text, we will analyse immigration statistics 
during 1917. As a class, we will progress our 
mathematical knowledge by recording this information in 
graphs and charts for a Maths display.  
As the film is in black and white, we will explore the 
scientific area of the properties of light and dark by 
discussing questions and exploring them through 
practical activities. Students will look at: 
How do we use natural light? 
How do we use alternative light sources? 
How do we form shadows? 
What uses do shadows have? 
What are the dangers of light and dark? 
What effects light and dark? 
 
 
 
 

- I can Increase my familiarity with a wide range of books, including by retelling some of these 
orally. 
 
- Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of 
sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used 
correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
– I can articulate and justify answers, arguments, opinions. 
– I can give well-structured descriptions, explanations for different purposes, including for 
expressing feelings. 
– I can maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic 
and initiating and responding to comments. 
– I can use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 
imagining and exploring ideas. 
– I speak audibly and fluently and with an increasing command of Standard English. 
– I participate in – 1.discussions 2.debates. 
– I gain/maintain/monitor interest of listeners. 
– I consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on contribution of others. 
- using simple organisational devices (for example, headings and sub-headings) 
-To increase  the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting by ensuring that the down 
strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that 
the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch) 
- recognise that they need light in order to see, that dark is the absence of light and vis versa  
- notice that light can be reflected of certain surfaces 
- recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect our eyes 
when trying to harness the light energy 
- recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked by an opaque 
object 
- looking at recording data and statistics  
- recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small denominators 
- solve problems that involve all of the above. 

Friday 17th March Skills: 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the fourth scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story. 
  
Messy Maths 
Data and statistics. 

-I can apply my growing knowledge of  -  
Grammar spelling and punctuation. 
-I can read aloud and understanding the meaning of new words I meet. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
-I can take turns and listening to what others say. 



 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastics. 

-I can spell further homophones. 
-I can spell words that are often misspelt 
-I can use spelling strategies to spell less common words  
-I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (eg, girls’ boys’) 
and in words with irregular plurals (eg, students’). 
- I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 

 

WEEK 5 Theme:  Starting a new life   DC4 

Monday 20th March Skills: 

The main characters in both our film and book texts have 
to survive in their new found country by making a living. 
We will look at what it takes to make a living and link this 
to our World Ready programme. This week is our data 
capture week so will be reviewing and revising all the 
learning so far. 
 
Learning Experiences:   
-We will be reading the next chapters from Boy 
Overboard. We will look at the point of view from the 
main protagonists Jamal who is 11 years old and Bibi 7 
years old.  We will explore what these characters 
transferable skills are and how they can be used to earn 
a living. 
We will discuss: 
-What has happened? 
What is happening at the moment? 
What could happen if…? 
What do you think will happen next? 
 
Learning Experiences: STEM 
 
For our STEM project we will be looking at Arvind Gupta 
who is a toy inventor who emigrated from India. Students 
will explore alternative uses for everyday house hold 
items and make some new toys for Jamal and Bibi to 
play with. The class will get a basic guideline and see 
what they can come up with. 

           
  
Skills: 
- checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context 
- ask questions to improve their understanding of a text 
- drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 
-predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
- identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
- identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
 
-I understand what I read in books  
-I can read independently  
-I can Check that the text makes sense to me. 
-I can discuss my understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context. 
-I can ask questions to improve my understanding of a text. 
-I am able to predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
-I can Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summaries these. 
-I can Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. 
- I can retrieve and record information from non-fiction. 
 
Skills: 
– I can recognise and use symbols for pound and pence. 
– I can combine amounts of money to make a particular value. 
– I can find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money. 
– I can solve simple problems that involve addition of money in the same unit, including giving 
change. 



- I can solve simple problems that involve subtraction of money in the same unit, including giving 
change. 
 

Friday 24th March Skills: 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the fifth scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story.  
 
Messy Maths  
Money projects linked to World Ready skills. 
 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastics. 

-I can apply my growing knowledge of grammar spelling and punctuation. 
-I can read aloud and understanding the meaning of new words I meet. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
-I can take turns and listening to what others say. 
-I can spell further homophones. 
-I can spell words that are often misspelt 
-I can use spelling strategies to spell less common words  
-I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (eg, girls’ boys’) 
and in words with irregular plurals (eg, students’s). 
- I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 

 

WEEK 6 Theme:  What Makes Us Better 

Monday 27st March Skills: 

Our theme this week is all about self-improvement. The 
main reason for the character in our film text moving to a 
new country is to improve his life. As a class we will 
discuss and celebrate all of our learning done over the 
term. We will specifically be looking at our progress and 
reflect on all that we have achieved.  
 
Learning Experiences: 
Students will choose a piece of writing they have done 
over the term and look to see how they can improve it 
through editing. They will then publish an improved 
version based on the skills they now know.  
We will finish our book Boy Overboard. 
-How has the story of Jamal and Bibi been so vital to 
topic of immigration? 
-What similarities can we see when comparing our film 
and book? 
-What are we taking away from the story/film? 
-What comparisons and differences can you see from all 
our protagonists? 
Students will split into groups and make a comic strip of 
the story Boy Overboard. Each group will get a series of 

                             
Skills: 
I understand what I read in books I can read independently  
 
-I can check that the text makes sense to me. 
-I can discuss my understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context. 
-I can ask questions to improve my understanding of a text. 
-I can draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from my -
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 
-I am able to predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
-I can Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summaries these. 
-I can Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. 
-I am able to review my writing from the term to reproduce a showcase piece demonstrating what 
new skills I have learnt. 
– I can spell words that are often misspelt – see Year 3/4 spelling strategies. 



chapters to create using their I-pads. 
The class will be looking to combine: the skills of Shaun 
Tan and how he uses subtle imagery to make us think 
about the bigger picture, Charlie Chaplin’s humour and 
timing and Jamal and Bibi’s action packed adventure to 
keep us reading to the end. 
 
 
Learning Experiences STEM: 
We have found out that in Boy Overboard, Jamal and 
Bibi’s mother works as a School Teacher as a way to 
improve to their lives. Students will create a Maths 
lesson on money with a resource for her to use. We will 
consider the use of note money in this session and how 
it is used as an alternative to carrying change.  Students 
will then try to teach one of their peers in class with 
limited time constraints just like a real lesson.  We will 
then spend time reflecting on this process. 
        
 

– I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (eg, girls’ boys’) 
and in words with irregular plurals (eg, students’). 
–I can use diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which 
letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 
– I have increased the legibility, consistency and quality of my handwriting (for example, by 
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch). 
SENTENCE – Expressing time, place and cause using  
-Conjunctions (for example, when, before, after, while, so, because) 
-Adverbs (for example, then, next, soon, therefore) 
-Prepositions (for example, before, after, during, in, because of) 
Looking at what we have learnt so far and do a carousel of activities  
 
Skills: 
– I can recognize and use symbols for pound and pence. 
– I can combine amounts of money to make a particular value. 
– I can find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money. 
– I can solve simple problems that involve addition of money in the same unit, including giving 
change. 
- I can solve simple problems that involve subtraction of money in the same unit, including giving 
change, 
 

Friday 31st March Skills: 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will write an analysis of the sixth scene from 
Charlie Chaplin in The Immigrant. We will consider the 
techniques used in the film and how this changes our 
opinions of the story.  
 
Messy Maths 
Notes 
 
PE KS2 are use running, jumping, throwing and catching 
in isolation and in combination to develop flexibility, 
strength, technique, control and balance. This will be 
done through athletics and gymnastics. 

-I can apply my growing knowledge of  -  
Grammar spelling and punctuation. 
-I can read aloud and understanding the meaning of new words I meet. 
- I can read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that I have read. 
I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
-I can take turns and listening to what others say. 
-I can spell further homophones. 
-I can spell words that are often misspelt 
-I can use spelling strategies to spell less common words  
-I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (eg, girls’ boys’) 
and in words with irregular plurals (eg, students’). 
- I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 

 
 


