
STAR Workshops Planning: Summer 1                 Y2, Georgina Webber 
 

 Film Text(s): Horrible Histories 
 

WEEK 1 THEME: Music at the movies  

Tuesday 18th – Wednesday 19th April    

Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre.  
This term our whole school theme is the world of Hollywood Musicals. To 
start us off we will be watching some clips from a range of different musicals 
and looking at how music is used in films to tell a story and enhance a scene. 
This week we will work on a range of creative tasks linked to musicals and 
collaborate towards our corridor displays. Our activities will include: 
 

 Sound on/vision off for a sequence from a musical 

 What do you think is going on? How can you tell what is going on by 
the music? 

 Disney musical song quiz 

 Maths at the musicals 

 Timeline of musicals 

 Musical merchandise – design and make a merchandise range to with 
our musicals 

 Corridor display linked to the musicals 

  
        
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 
 
 

Friday 21st April 

Learning Experiences:  Skills:  



KS1 writing groups:  Big write reviewing the musicals we have seen so far this 
week. 
 
Messy Maths 
 
PE 

Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-correct use of tense 
 
 

WEEK 2 THEME: Horrible Histories Awesome Egyptians 

Monday 24th  – Wednesday 26th April    

Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about history.  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the Ancient Egypt episode from the animated Horrible 
Histories series and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice. We 
will make a timeline and creative items for our class display based on the 
series. Mo and Stitch find out about how the pyramids were built, about why 
Egyptians wore such distinctive makeup, how they wrote using hieroglyphics 
and how they took care of their dead. We will find out about all these things 
and write up a fact file. We will work on a comprehension sheet to 
accompany each episode. 
GPS: tense past and present 
 
STEM learning:  
Our STEM projects this week will be based around time. We will link all our 
learning to the concept of time as we combine how to tell the time with 
recording and comparing how long it takes to make a range of Egyptian 
themed challenges including: 

 Making a mummy 

 Building a pyramid 

 Creating a necklace  

 Making a canopic jar 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 
-writing about real events 
-Compare and sequence intervals of time. 
-Tell the time to five minutes (including quarter to and past). 
-Write the time to five minutes (including quarter to and past). 
-Draw hands on a clock to show time to five minutes (including quarter to 
and past). 
-Know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 
Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, 



 Writing using hieroglyphics  
We will also find out information about Egypt including the geography and 
main features of the landscape.  
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

 
        

   

to ask and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
 
 
 

Friday 28th April 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:  Diary of a time traveler… from inside the tombs. 
 
Messy Maths 
 
PE 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-correct use of tense 
 
 
 

WEEK 3 THEME:   

Tuesday 2nd  – Wednesday 3rd  May  (Monday 1st May Bank Holiday)   Groovy Greeks 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Mo and Stitch travel back in time to Ancient Greece and find out 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  



all about how the Greeks lived and the impact their civilization has on our 
lives today. They meet Socrates and find out about philosophy and 
democracy, discover the history of the Olympics, the marketplace and of 
course the fantastic range of Greek myths. We will add to our timeline and 
write a report on how it was to watch the Olympics in Ancient Greece. We 
will also find out information about Greece including the alphabet, 
geography and main features of the landscape. 
 
GPS: fronted adverbials 
 
STEM learning:  
Our STEM project this week will be based around money. We will create our 
own Agora – or Ancient Greek marketplace at the Olympic games, and make, 
buy and sell a range of items that a spectator might want including: 

 Laurel wreaths 

 Greek pots 

 Shields 
Through this work we will discover how to recognize different coins, combine 
different amounts of money to make particular values, give change and solve 
a range of money problems using our knowledge of the four processes. 
We will also work together to create an Ancient Greek temple. Will we be 
able to create a structure made of card and cups that will hold our weight?! 
 
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

       

-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-Writing about real events 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
- recognise and use symbols for pound and pence. 
-Combine amounts of money to make a particular value. 
-Find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of 
money. 
-Solve simple problems that involve addition of money in the same unit, 
including giving change. 
-Solve simple problems that involve subtraction of money in the same unit, 
including giving change. 
-Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, 
to ask and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
 

 

Friday 5th May 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:  Greek myths 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  



 
 
Messy Maths 
 
PE 

Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
- fronted adverbials 

 
 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Rotten Romans 

Monday 8th  – Wednesday 10th May 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Mo and Stitch travel to Ancient Rome and try to find Julius Caesar. 
They see chariot races, meet centurions, find out about their superstitions, 
their baths, their feasts and find out why Julius Caesar wore red boots.  He 
had lots of enemies and was warned not to go to the Senate on a certain day 
in March but Caesar believed he could not change fate and so went ahead. 
What happened next?!  We will add to our timeline and write a conversation 
between our characters and Julius Caesar himself.  
We will also find out information about the Roman Empire including their 
use of latin, roman numerals and the main features of the landscape. 
 
GPS: punctuating direct speech 
 
STEM learning: 
Our STEM project this week will involve making mosaics and Roman honey 
cakes using fractions. We will create beautiful mosaics inspired by those 
from Ancient Rome and we will use fractions to describe them we will also 
make honey cakes that the Romans enjoyed when they went to watch 
chariot races. The fraction skills that we will use include: 

 Recognizing and identifying fractions 

 Describing fractions of a quantity 

 Equivalent fractions 

 Comparing fractions 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
- punctuating direct speech 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
-Recognise, find, name and write ¼, 1/3, 2/4, 3/4 of a length, shape, set of 
objects or quantity. 
-Write simple fractions for example – ½ of 6 = 3. 
-Recognise the equivalence of ½ and 2/4. 
-Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, 
to ask and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
 



 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 
  

  
Friday 12th May 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:  headline news … a visit to the lion’s den. 
Messy Maths 
 
PE 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-fronted adverbials 
-direct speech 
 
 

 
 
 

WEEK 5 THEME:  KS1 Test Week      Measly Middle Ages 

Monday 15th  – Wednesday 17th May 

Learning Experiences: 
This is our KS1 test week and so our work will be focused around preparation 
and revision to get us ready for our tests. After our tests we will watch the 
next episode of our Horrible Histories series set in the Middle Ages.  We will 
add to our timeline and follow Mo and Stitch as they find out all about: 
knights and castles, what life was like for ordinary people, how important the 
king was and what it was like to attend a Medieval school. 
   

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 



    
  
 
STEM learning: 
Our STEM project this week will be making a medieval castle and creating a 
knight and/or princess outfit to attend a medieval banquet.  

   

continuous form 
Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, 
to ask and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 

 
  

Friday 19th May   

Learning Experiences: 
KS1 writing groups:  diary of a time traveler – the plague 
Messy Maths 
 
PE 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech 
 

 

WEEK 6 THEME   Terrible Tudors 

Monday 22nd   – Wednesday 24th May 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Mo and Stitch travel to Tudor England as they encounter the life of 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  



the Tudors. Who were they? Why are they so important? We will add to our 
timeline and we will find out about how the Tudors lived, compare that to 
how we live now, and find out about how life at court was different to that 
of ordinary people. We will discover the life of Henry VIII and all of his wives 
and how his children also became important rulers of England. 
All our learning this week will be around the preparation of a Tudor banquet: 

 Design and make the invitation 

 Write an eyewitness account of the banquet 

 Plan the menu 

 Make a pomander table decoration 

 Use estimating for amounts 

 Calculate prices and amounts for the feast 

 Solve one and two step Maths problems 

 Learn a range of Tudor dancing.  
GPS: accurate use of commas. 
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

   

Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-correct and accurate use of commas in a list 
- Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
-Solve problems with addition using concrete and pictorial representations, 
including those involving numbers, quantities and measures. 
-Solve problems with subtraction using concrete and pictorial 
representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and 
measures. 
-identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations, 
including a numberline 
 

Friday 26th May CPD Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


