
STAR Workshops Planning: Spring 2,    Georgina Webber – Y2 
 

 Film Text(s): The Lorax – film and book 
 

WEEK 1 THEME: The Lorax  

Monday 20th – Wednesday 23rd  February    

Learning Experiences: 
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big 
questions about The Lorax  
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already? 
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out? 
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we 
notice. We will make creative items for our class display based on the film 
during the afternoon including making whisper-me-phones and making box 
worlds that show the before and after and annotate them with poems. 
 
STEM learning:  
Thneedville used to be full of trees and other lush plants. We will use this as 
inspiration for a range of STEM activities linked to the film: 

 Addition and subtraction 

 Reason about addition 

 Solve complex missing number problems 
We will also go out to the garden area and begin work on clearing the space 
in preparation for more planting. 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 
 

        
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-Using questions and question marks appropriately 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 
-add and subtract 2 digit numbers within 100, add 2 digit numbers with 
regrouping 
-use reasoning about addition 
- solve complex missing number problems 
 
 

Friday 24th February 



Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:  Around The World In 30 days 
KS1 Goes to Africa – Safari story and the lost baby lion. 
 
Messy Maths 
 

Skills:  
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
 
 

WEEK 2 THEME:  Perfect worlds 

Tuesday 28th February – Thursday 2nd  March  (Monday 27th Feb is Crew Day)   World Book Day 

Learning Experiences: 
In the film The Lorax speaks for the trees, he is the guardian of the forest and 
he tries to warn the Once-ler about what will happen if he cuts down the 
trees. He tells Ted about what it was like and the story of how it used to be 
unfolds. We will describe how Thneedville used to be and begin our 
discovery of the world of poetry. We will use similes to write acrostic poems 
and link this to our senses. 
GPS: statements and similes 
 
World Book Day Thursday 2nd March – whole school celebration using poetry 
inspired by Dr Seuss. 
 
STEM learning:  
In our STEM sessions we will look at how growing is linked in with 
multiplication and division. We will multiply plants, animals and fish – just 
like when Thneedville is thriving.  

 Division and division with remainders 

 Multiplication and division inverse 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts 

 Rewrite addition problems as multiplication problems 
In our science learning this term we are looking at how plants grow. Then we 
will plant out seeds, discover the correct conditions needed for growth and 
create our own lush planted environment. 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
-Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-Writing about real events, poetry and a range of other purposes 
-Understand and use statements.  
-Use similes 
 
STEM Skills: 
-show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order. 
-show that division of one number from another cannot be done in any order 
-recognise and use the inverse relationships between multiplication and 
division and use this to check calculations. 
-solve missing number questions and problems – using multiplication and 
division. 
-recall and use multiplication and division facts 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  



KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

       

-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
-observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants 
-find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 
 

 

Friday 3rd March 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:   
KS1 Goes to  … Galapagos Islands – the wise old turtle 
 
Messy Maths 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
- statements and similes 

 
 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Destruction and Pollution 

Monday 6th  – Wednesday 8th March 

Learning Experiences: 
 
As the story unfolds, Ted discovers that as the Once-ler sees his profits 
increase with his Thneed factory, he cuts more and more trees down. 
Gradually the trees are cut down, the rivers become polluted, the air is dirty 
and all the living things have to leave. The once beautiful land is now barren 
and desolate. We will look at cause and effect in the film and write 
comparison poems entitled ‘We speak for the trees.’ 
 
GPS: punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia  
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia 



STEM learning: 
We will take an inventory of Thneedville as it gets destroyed by the greedy 
Once-ler. We will: 

 create tables, block diagrams and pictograms to represent all the 
destruction that goes on.  

 Ask questions about our data 

 Compare our data 

 Give reasons for our answers 
 
We will look at the effects of the destruction on the environment and how 
plants cannot grow if they are starved on the correct conditions. Our STEM 
projects will be to construct a tree cutting machine and finger knit our own 
thneeds. 
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

  
 

 
STEM Skills: 
-interpret simple pictograms, tally charts and block diagrams. 
-construct simple pictograms, tally charts and block diagrams. 
-ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of objects in each 
category and by sorting the categories by quantity. 
-ask and answer questions about totaling and comparing categorical data.   
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
-plan and carry out fair tests 
observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants 
-find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 
 

Friday 10th March 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:   
KS1 Goes to … Australia – Dreamtime stories 
Messy Maths 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia 
 
 



 
 
 

WEEK 4 THEME:  Water 

Monday 13th  – Wednesday 15th March  

Learning Experiences: 
 
The water in Thneedville becomes very polluted and all the fish have to 
move out. We will look alliteration as a poetic technique to help us write 
shape poems about water. We will think of different shapes and how we can 
fill them with beautiful lines of poetry.  

 
GPS: using subordination (when, if, that, because) (subordinating clauses) 
and alliteration. 
 
STEM learning: 
We will create maps of Thneedville and learn how to use positional language, 
locate different positions on the map and create keys. We will be able to 
describe routes around the land and be inspired to create patterns and 
sequences. We will look at the water cycle and how important it is to our 
world for plants, humans and all living things. Water pollution will be a focus 
as we discover different experiments to show transpiration, filtration 
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 
   

    
   

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
Be able to use secondary sources to obtain simple geographic information 
-Be able to communicate their geographical knowledge and understanding, 
to ask and answer questions about geographical and environmental features 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia 
 
 
STEM:. 
-Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for 
particular uses  
-use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and movement. 
Including in a straight line. 
- distinguish between rotation as a turn and in terms of right angles for ½ , ¼, 
¾ . 
-use the vocabulary clockwise and anticlockwise accurately when talking 
about turns. 
-order and arrange combinations of mathematical objects in patterns and 



sequences.  

Friday 17th March   

Learning Experiences: 
KS1 writing groups:   
KS1 goes to North America/Mexico   
Messy Maths 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia 
using subordination (when, if, that, because) (subordinating clauses) and 
alliteration. 

 

WEEK 5 THEME:   DC4  Earth 

Monday 20th   – Wednesday 23rd March  Earth Day 

Learning Experiences: 
This week we will be reviewing all of our learning covered so far and taking 
part in our data capture. Earth Day is during this week so we will be exploring 
a range of learning linked around the  
GPS focus: editing and publishing 
We will take some of our best pieces of writing from the term and edit them 
so they are ready to be published.  
 
We will think about how we can help our earth and create Lorax inspired 
activities to help raise awareness of looking after our earth. 
 
KS1 Reading & STEM groups 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
 
 
STEM: 
 
- Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 



  

 

Friday 24th March  Charity and Celebration Fundraising Day 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:   
KS1 goes to … Himalayas 
Messy Maths 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
  

WEEK 6 THEME:   Messages of Hope 

Monday 27th    – Thursday 30th  March  Tuesday is Crew Day 

Learning Experiences: 
Our story ends with Ted finding out that there is a message of hope from the 
Once-ler. He gives him the last seed to plant but O’Hare tries to stop him 
from planning it. The citizens of Thneedville rally together to defeat O’Hare 
and restore their town to how it once was. The seed gets planted and the 
land regenerates. We will be inspired by the message ‘Unless someone like 
you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it’s not’ to write 
our own poems with a message of hope.  
GPS focus: using coordination (or, and, but) 
 
STEM learning: 
We will use scales and measures to record the growth of our plants.  
We will: 

 Read scales in divisions of 1, 2, 5 and 10 

 Read scales were numbers aren’t given 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
- using coordination (or, and, but) 
 
STEM: 
 
- Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
-Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 



 choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure 

 compare and order measures using < >  = 
 

KS1 Reading & STEM groups 
  

   

experiences and imagination  
-Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and spaces. 
-Read scales in divisions of 1, 2, 5 and 10 
-Read scales were numbers aren’t given 
-choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure 
-compare and order measures using < >  = 
 

Friday 31st March 

Learning Experiences:  
KS1 writing groups:   
KS1 goes to … Finland  
Messy Maths 
 
 

Skills: 
Writing for different purposes  
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]  
-Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  
-Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 
continuous form 
-statements and similes 
- punctuating direct speech, onomatopoeia 
using subordination (when, if, that, because) (subordinating clauses) and 
alliteration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


