
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
Autumn Term – Green-Land: Across the Universe 

 
STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 2 - 2017             Y1 Class Teacher: Laura Vandepas and Vernee Samuel 
 
Class Film Text: The Wild Thornberrys          Class Book/ Text: Various texts   

 

WEEK 1 THEME: Iron Curtain - Africa 

Monday 30th October – Wednesday 1st November 

Learning Experiences: 
Students will have their first experience of watching The Wild 
Thornberrys 20-minute episode. Teacher will discuss how this half term 
we will not be focusing on a film, but rather a TV show and every week 
we will look at a new episode. 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Should animals be caged? Should animals live in conversation areas? 
Would you like to live in an RV and travel the world? Where would you 
like to go visit? What adventures have you gone on? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
Students listen to the music at the beginning of the episode, and predict 
where the setting will be. Why did the music director choose this 
music? 
 
English: 
Knowledge Harvest and Big Questions to be completed. What big 
questions do they have when they look at an image of the Wild 
Thornberry’s? Do they have any prior knowledge for this cartoon?  
Creating posters for animal rights using statements. 
 
GPS: 
Focus on using emotive language in their writing.  
Ensuring we are using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
Looking at statements and what they are and how they are effective. 
Create an African sillhouette. 
 
STEM:  
We will be inpsired by Eliza’s passion for animals and making sure that 

Skills: 

 
 Skills: 

English Skills: 

-          Leave spaces between words 

-          Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 

-          Use capital letters for proper nouns. 

-          Listen & respond appropriately 

-          Ask relevant questions 

-          Maintain attention & participate 

-          Use very common prefixes & suffixes 

-          Form lower case letters correctly 

-          Compose sentences orally before writing 

-          Read own writing to peers or teachers 

-          Spell very common ‘exception’ words 

-          Make simple predictions  

Art Skills: 

- Use a range of materials 

- Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  



 

 

animals are cared for. We will use this inposiration to categorise the 
animals in the jungle as extinct, threatened, lower risk etc 
Solving addition problems using African Animal toys as our resource. 
We will look at how a number sentence is structured and how to read a 
number sentence correctly. 
Buidling an RV like the one that the Thornberry’s use to drive around 
the world. The RV to be made out of a range of materials including 
desks, lego, chairs, paper, etc. The scientist to decide the materials to 
use.  
 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus is to understand, describe, select and retrieve 
information, events or ideas from texts. We will use recall questions 
such as: 
Where does the story take place? 
What does the main character look like? 
Where did the main character live? 
Where in the book would you find?... 
What part of the story did you like best? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEM Skills: 

-    Given a number, identify one more and one less 

-    Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations 
including the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than 
(fewer), most, least 

-    Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words. 

-   Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), 
subtraction (–) and equals (=) signs 

-    Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

-   Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 
9.  

-    Identify and name 2D shapes 

-Measuring using formal and informal units of measurement 

Friday 3rd November 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the first chapter of their book about 
The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘Meet The Thornberrys’ 
where students will describe each of the characters in turn.  
Messy Maths: Working with Shapes: Students will identify, name and 
compare 2D shapes. 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility.  
 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  
-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
- identify and name 2D shapes 

 - measuring using formal and informal units of measurement  
 

WEEK 2 THEME:  Gold Fever - South America 



Monday 6th November – Wednesday 8th November 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Eliza finds a treasure map on a ship wreck. She gets very 
overwhelmed by the amount of gold she finds and becomes very greedy. 
Have you ever felt greedy? What would you do if you found all of that 
gold? 
 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Have you ever felt greedy? What would you do if you found all of that 
gold? Why do you think the pirates left their gold there? Why didn’t they 
take it with them? 
 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
Students to watch the film and make predictions about what is 
happening.  
 
English: 
Have you ever felt greedy before? Students to reflect and write about a 
time when they have felt greedy. 
Character Analysis of the 6 main characters in the film. What do they 
look like? How do they behave? What do they like and dislike? 
Let’s be pirates! Students to pretend they are pirates and create hats, 
eye patches as well as making a pirate chant. What adventures would 
they go on if they were a pirate? Students to write. 
 
GPS: 
Using Capital Letters, Full Stops and Fingers Spaces as well as 
expressive language about being a pirate. 
 
STEM: 
The Galpagos Island is filled with animals that we have never seen 
before in Britain! We will look at these beautiful creatures and begin to 
recreate them using different materials. 
As we pretend to be pirates, we will go on a hunt for burried treasure. 
Once the treasure is found we will begin to recognise coins and notes to 
count how much money we have found. This stimulus will lead us to 
counting different amounts of money and adding coins together. 
The treasure map that we used to find the buried treasure used 
positional language. What positional language can we spot? We will use 
this language of left, right, up, down,. 1st and 2nd etc to create our own 
treasure map.  
On our adventure to find buried treasure, we came across terrifying 
volcanos! Who high where they? We will use standard and non standard 
units of measurement to measure the volcanos. We will also excitedly 

Skills: 

 
English Skills: 

-          Leave spaces between words 

-          Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? ! 

-          Use capital letters for proper nouns. 

-          Use common plural & verb suffixes 

-          Listen & respond appropriately 

-          Ask relevant questions 

-          Maintain attention & participate 

-          Use very common prefixes & suffixes 

-          Form lower case letters correctly 

-          Compose sentences orally before writing 

-          Read own writing to peers or teachers 

-          Spell very common ‘exception’ words 

-          Read contractions & understand purpose 

-          Make simple predictions  

STEM Skills: 

- Recognize coins & notes  
- Use time & ordering vocabulary 

- Describe position & movement, including half and quarter turns 

- Design purposeful, functional & appealing products  
- Generate, model & communicate ideas  
- Use range of tools & materials to complete practical tasks  
- Evaluate existing products & own ideas  
- Build and improve structure & mechanisms 

- Use four compass directions & simple vocab 

- Begin to measure length, capacity, weight 



 

create our own erupting volcanos!  
 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus will be to deduce, infer or interpet information, events 
or ideas from text. 
We will look at questions such as: 
Can you think of another story that has a similar event or character? 
Which other stories have openings like this? 
How do you feel about?... 
Can you explain why?... 
I wonder what the writer intended?... 
 

   
 

 

Friday 10th November 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the second chapter of their book 
about The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘Treasure!’ where 
they will re-tell the story of Eliza finding the treasure  
Messy Maths: Working with Position: Students will work on a range of 
questions using their knowledge of positional language 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility.  
 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  
-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
-  using positional language such as 1st, 2nd, left right up and down etc. 

WEEK 3 THEME:  Dances with Dingoes- Australia 

Monday 13th November – Wednesday 15tht November 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Eliza seeks help from the aboriginal people to keep her secret 
safe. We will explore Aboriginal culture and the issue of animal testing. 
Students will go on a trip to Vauxhall City Farm to see how they take 
care of their animals. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 

Skills: 



Who are the aboriginals? Why are they special to Australia? What do 
they believe in and what are their customs? Why must we take care of 
animals? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
At the end of each episode, there is a reel of names that goes by. Why is 
that? What are the names for? Why are they important? 
English: 
Student to look at how Eliza is able to talk to animals. Would they like to 
talk to animals? What animal would they like to talk to and what 
questions would they ask them? 
Who are the aboriginals? Why do they tell dreamtime stories? Yr 1 to 
create their own dreamtime story. 
GPS: 
Questions – students to look at how to create a simple and complex 
questions. What is the difference between an open ended and closed 
question? How do we create questions and what must be at the end to 
punctuate a question? 
STEM:  
STEM Carousel on time – using days of the week, months of the year, 
seasons in the year, o’clock and half past time. Time can be a very 
difficult concept for students, to using a carousel format will allow for us 
to spend the needed amount of time on time! 
Create a rain stick to use in our Aboriginal chant 
Students to create their own Aborignial Art using dot painting techniques 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus will be to identify and comment on the structure and 
organization of texts, including grammatical and presentations features 
of a text level 
We will ask questions such as: 
Why do you think the author chose to use questions/bullet 
points/subheadings etc 
How are the different sections made clear?  
Where does it tell you that?... 

 
English Skills: 

- Name letters of the alphabet  
- Spell very common ‘exception’ words  
- Spell days of the week  
- Use very common prefixes & suffixes  
- Form lower case letters correctly  
- Form capital letters & digits  
- Compose sentences orally before writing  
- Read own writing to peers or teachers 

- Leave spaces between words  
- Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
- Use capital letters for proper nouns.  
- Use common plural & verb suffixes  
- Listen & respond appropriately  
- Ask relevant questions  
- Maintain attention & participate] 
 
STEM Skills 

- Use time & ordering vocabulary  
- Tell the time to hour/half-hour  
- Use language of days, weeks, months & years 

- Use a range of materials  
- Use drawing, painting and sculpture  
-  Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

- Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and designers 



 

  
 

Friday 17th November 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the third chapter of their book about 
The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘My favourite animal’ where 
they will describe their favourite animal from The Wild Thornberrys and 
explain why they like it.  
Messy Maths: Working with Time: Students will work on a range of 
questions using their knowledge of time, days of the week and the 
seasons 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility.  
 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  
-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
-  recognise and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, 
weeks, months and years 
- tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a clock 
face to show these times  

WEEK 4 THEME:  Tamper Proof Seal - Alaska 

Monday 20th November – Wednesday 22nd November 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Eliza and her family go to Alaska to live with an Inuit family. 
When the RV is surrounded by angry seals, Eliza tries her own methods 
to get them to move. But she learns from her Inuit friend Jim that 
traditional ways have their value. 
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
How are the Inuit’s different to Aboriginals? Why do the Inuits live in 
Alaska? What must it be like to live in the cold? How do the Inuit’s life 
differ from ours? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
Students begin to look at how to make a cartoon and the difficulties that 
may arise when creating one. 
Students  to use the laptops to create their own cartoons. 

http://www.abcya.com/animate.htm 
 
English: 
Students to be introduced to Venn Diagrams. How does their life differ 

Skills: 

 
English Skills: 

- Name letters of the alphabet  
- Spell very common ‘exception’ words  
- Spell days of the week  
- Use very common prefixes & suffixes  
- Form lower case letters correctly  
- Form capital letters & digits  

http://www.abcya.com/animate.htm


from that of an Inuit child? What are the similiarities and differences? 
Focus on an igloo and what life would be like living in an igloo and what 
they are used for. Do Inuit’s live in igloos all of the time? What is the 
purpose of an igloo? 
After students have completed their totem pole, they will write a story 
that goes with it. What is the story behind their totem pole? What animals 
did they choose and why? 
GPS: 
What comparison language can we use? How can we put comparison 
language into our writing? 
STEM:  
We will be inspired by Eliza’s trip to Alaska. We will look at a still from the 
episode to see how many fish we can count. We will discuss that by 
even looking at a frame of a film, we can get maths! Maths is everywhere 
we look. 
Students to look at number to 20. How can we create numbers to 20 
using dienes, cubes, pictures etc. We will use our inspiration from The 
Wild Thornberry’s to demonstrate our STEM learning by creating our 
own Inuit pond with fish inside, to create number bonds. We will also look 
at creating a diorama of Inuit living, focusing on creating an igloo out of 
sugar cubes. This will lead us to our final activity of Inuit inspired art that 
shows what living in an igloo is life. 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus in to explain and comment on the writer’s use of 
language, including grammatical and literary features at word and 
sentence level. 
We will ask questions such as: 
Find two or three ways that the writer tell you ‘x’. 
How has the writer made you and or the character feel sad/angry/happy 
etc? 
 

 

- Compose sentences orally before writing  
- Read own writing to peers or teachers 

- Leave spaces between words  
- Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
- Use capital letters for proper nouns.  
- Use common plural & verb suffixes  
- Listen & respond appropriately  
- Ask relevant questions  
- Maintain attention & participate] 
- Link reading to own experiences  
- Join in with predictable phrases  
- Discuss significance of title & events  
- Make simple predictions 

 
STEM Skills: 

- Use common vocabulary for comparison, e.g. heavier, taller, full, longest, 
quickest 

- Count to / across 100  
- Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s  
- Identify ‘one more’ and ‘one less’  
- Read & write numbers to 20  
- Use language, e.g. ‘more than’, ‘most’  
- Use +, - and = symbols  
- Know number bonds to 20  
- add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero  
- Use a range of materials  
- Use drawing, painting and sculpture  
-  Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

- Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and designers 

- identify seasonal / daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and 
cold areas of the world  

- Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to local & familiar features  
- Use four compass directions & simple vocab 

Friday 24th November 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the fourth chapter of their book 
about The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘Alaska’ where they 
will describe life in Alaska and compare it to life in London 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  



 

Messy Maths: Number Bonds to 20. Students will work on problems to 
build on their understanding of numbers from 0-20 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility. 

-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
-  represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 
- add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

WEEK 5 and 6THEME:  Queen of Denial- Egypt and  On the Right Track - Europe 

Monday 27th November – Wednesday 6th December 

Learning Experiences: 
This week Eliza and her family are in Egypt to film the elusive Caracal 
Cat. Eliza, Tyler and Darwin fall through the desert and find themselves 
in an Ancient Burial chamber. Debbie also thinks she is a descendant of 
Cleopatra. 
 

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
What are hieroglyphics? How were they used? Who was Cleopatra and 
why was she significant to Egypt? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
 
English: 
Students to write a diary entry from the point of view of Eliza. What 
emotive language can they use? How must we structure a diary entry?  
Students to look at the life of Cleopatra and write a biography for her. 
Students to be inpsired by the northern lights and write poems based 
around the colours of the sky. 
 
GPS: 
Emotive language  
Full stops  
Capital letters 
Finger spaces 
 
STEM:  
Shapes and Patterns – students to look at 3D and 2D shapes as well as 
creating shape patterns. We will look at the idea of repeating patterns 
and how they can have no end. How did the Ancient Egyptians use 
repeating patterns?  
Create hieroglyphics underneath their desks, as if they are in caves.  
Can students mummify themselves? Why did the Ancient Egyptian 
mummify themselves (and cats) and put their wealth into tombs? 
Students to have STEM roles and create a trap like the Ancient 
Egyptians created to catch grave robbers. 
Focus on counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. Students to complete their own 
race by participating in a STEM Carousel that uses counting in 2’s, 5’s 

Skills: 

 
   English Skills: 

- Match graphemes for all phonemes  
- Read accurately by blending sounds  
- Read words with very common suffixes  
- Read contractions & understand purpose  
- Read phonics books aloud  
- Link reading to own experiences  
- Join in with predictable phrases  
- Discuss significance of title & events  
- Make simple predictions  
- Form capital letters & digits  
- Compose sentences orally before writing  
- Read own writing to peers or teachers 

- Leave spaces between words  
- Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
 
STEM Skills: 

- Recognise & name common 2-d and 3-d shapes  
- Order & arrange objects  
- Describe position & movement, including half and quarter turns  
- Count to / across 100  
- Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 

- Identify ‘one more’ and ‘one less’  
- Read & write numbers to 20  



and 10’s. 
Students will create their own race track that is a skip counting race 
track. 
Students to recreate the Northern Lights. What are the Northern Lights 
and how are they created? 
 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus will be to identify and comment on writers’ purposes 
and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text on the reader. 
We will ask questions such as: 
What advice would you give to the character? 
Given what we know about…what do you think? 
Has anything like this happened to you? How did it make you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Use language, e.g. ‘more than’, ‘most’  
- Use +, - and = symbols  
- Know number bonds to 20 

Friday 1st December 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the fifth chapter of their book about 
The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘Egypt’ where they will 
describe their favourite aspects of Ancient Egyptian life 
Messy Maths: Shapes.  Students will identify, name and compare 2D 
and 3D shapes. 
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility. 
Friday 8th December 
Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the sixth chapter of their book about 
The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘The Race’ where they will 
re-tell the story of the Reindeer Race.  
Messy Maths: Skip Counting. Students will work on problems that build 
on their understanding of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility. 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  
-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
-  recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D shapes, including:  
-  2-D shapes [for example, rectangles (including squares), circles and triangles] 
-  3-D shapes [for example, cuboids (including cubes), pyramids and spheres]. 
- count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, 
fives and tens 



 

WEEK 7 and 8 THEME:  You Ain’t Seen Nothing, Yeti – Asia / DC2 

Monday 11th December – Tuesday 19th December 

Learning Experiences: 
This week we will watch our last episode of The Wild Thornberry’s and 
review the series.  
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions 
Did we enjoy the series of The Wild Thornberry’s? Did you enjoy 
watching an episode a week or would you prefer to watch an entire film 
at the beginning? What episode was your favourite and why? 
Learning about & through Film: Film Analysis/ Film Making 
If you could create an episode of The Wild Thornberry’s, where would 
you go? What would you see? Students to create their own episode by 
using their ipads to film. 
English: 
Reflection: What did you enjoy about this half term? What was your 
favourite activity? What did you learn? What would you still like to get 
better at? Rate this half term out of 5 stars. 
We will create our own Wild Thornberry’s episode by using a story 
mountain (Everest).  
We will follow our story plan to create our own wonderful episode! 
GPS: 
Connectives such as because to give explanation and evidence. 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Finger spaces 
STEM:  
Create props and backdrop for their own Wild Thornberry’s episode that 
they will record and share with the class. What must be in the 
background? What country are you going to? 
Looking at addition and subtraction facts and using Asian art as our 
inspiration for creating number sentences. 
Students to create their own Mt. Everest by first researching a child who 
has climbed the mountain for inpiration and than creating their own 
mountain. 
Reading Tree:  
Reading Tree groups across KS1 with focus on reading and 
comprehension tasks that will vary each week. 
This week’s focus will be to relate text to their social, cultural and 
historical contexts and literary traditions. 
We will ask questions such as: 
How is character x like someone you know? 
Does this story have a moral message? 

Skills: 

 
   English Skills: 

- Match graphemes for all phonemes  
- Read accurately by blending sounds  
- Read words with very common suffixes  
- Read contractions & understand purpose  
- Read phonics books aloud  
- Link reading to own experiences  
- Join in with predictable phrases  
- Discuss significance of title & events  
- Make simple predictions  
- Form capital letters & digits  
- Compose sentences orally before writing  
- Read own writing to peers or teachers 

- Leave spaces between words  
- Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !  
 
STEM Skills: 

- Recognise & name common 2-d and 3-d shapes  
- Order & arrange objects  
- Describe position & movement, including half and quarter turns  
- Count to / across 100  
- Count in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s 

- Identify ‘one more’ and ‘one less’  
- Read & write numbers to 20  
- Use +, - and = symbols  
- Know number bonds to 20  
- add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero  
- Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays 



 

 

 
Friday 15th December 

Learning Experiences: 
Friday Big Write: Students to write the final chapter of their book about 
The Wild Thornberrys. This week’s theme is ‘My Favourite Adventure’ 
where students will choose their favourite story from series, describe 
what happened and explain their choice.  
Messy Maths: Addition and Subtraction. Students will work on problems 
that build their understanding of addition and subtraction.   
PE/ Sports:  Students will take part in a series of activities to build 
sporting skills such as balance, speed, coordination and flexibility. 

Skills:  

- write sentences by:  
- saying out loud what they are going to write about  
- composing a sentence orally before writing it  
-  sequencing sentences to form short narratives  
-  add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero  
- solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete 
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems  


