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Prime Areas of Learning 

Areas of 
Learning 

Learning Experiences Skills  

 
 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
(PSED) 

● Continuation of the ‘Golden Rules’ and reinforcement during 
play 

● SMSC weekly topics 
● E-safety 
● developing a strong sense of cooperatively play and taking 

turns 
● The students will explore the relationship between Remy and 

Alfredo in Ratatouille and discuss why they are friends, how 
they help each other and how they hurt each other’s feelings 

● The students will discuss the moral dilemma of Alfredo and 
Remy lying to customers and whether or not it was the right 
thing to do 

● Remy’s goal is to be a professional chef - what is your 
goal/dream? How can you achieve it? 

● Like the restaurant critic in the film, the students will record the 
foods they like and dislike as they try different cuisines 
throughout the half term 

● If you were Remy and wanted to become a chef, how would 
you go about it? Would you do things differently or the same? 

● Ratatouille discussion questions: What qualities do you admire 
about Remy? Why? How do Remy and Alfredo help each 
other to achieve their goals? How does Auguste Gusteau 
inspire Remy? What are the qualities of a true friend? 

● Using the text “Handa’s Surprise” as a stimulus to discuss 
poverty in Africa and the hunting of African animals 

● Using the story of “Jack and the Beanstalk” to talk about moral 
dilemmas - was it okay that Jack stole the Giant’s belongings? 

● Each week, the students will work cooperatively together in 
small groups to cook different types of food from around the 
world 

● The students will be encouraged to form positive relationships 
with each other in the home corner by negotiating problems 
with each other and also taking account of what others say 

● In spite of their lifestyle differences, Remy is very close with 

Self-Confidence and Awareness 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students are confident to try new activities, and say 
why they like some activities more than others 

● ELG: They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk 
about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for 
their chosen activities. 

● ELG: They say when they do or don’t need help 
Exceeding Judgments 

● Confident speaking to a class group 
● Can talk about things they enjoy, and are good at, and about 

the things they do not find easy  
 
Feelings and Behaviour 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students talk about how they and others show feelings, 
talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its 
consequences, and know that some behaviour is 
unacceptable 

● ELG: They work as part of a group or class, and understand 
and follow the rules 

● ELG: They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and 
take changes of routine in their stride 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Knows when and how to stand up for themselves 

appropriately 
● Can stop and think before acting and can wait for things they 

want 
 
Making Relationships 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students play co-operatively, taking turns with others 
● ELG: They take account of one another’s ideas about how to 

organize their activity 



his brother, Emile, and father. Do you have a close 
relationship with a family member? Describe this relationship 
and its value to you. 

● When Remy gets separated from his family in the sewer, he 
experiences loneliness and fear. Have you ever experienced 
these emotions? How did you adjust to being away from 
familiar things and people? 
 

● ELG: They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, 
and form positive relationships with adults and other Students 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Understands what bullying is and that it is unacceptable 

behaviour 
● Resolves minor disagreements through listening to each 

other to come up with a fair solution 
 

 
 
Communication 
and Language 
(CL) 

● Role-play in the home corner, which will be set up as a market 
inspired by the story “My Granny Went to Market” 

● Dressing up in the home corner – discussing different cultures 
and types of clothing from markets around the world 

● Story sequencing – students will be encouraged to sequence 
and retell the film Ratatouille and other core texts throughout 
the term. They will be asked to use story sequencing language 
such as first, next, then, finally 

● Using comparison language when discussing topic related 
stories and the film – they are the same because… they are 
different because… 

● Exploring different tenses when speaking – present, past, and 
future as well as correct use of irregular verbs (i.e. run/ran, 
buy/bought, give/gave) 

● Reinforcing initial sounds, dominant sounds, and final sounds 
within new topic words 

● The students will explore topic specific vocabulary associated 
with food and different countries around the world each week 
in the home corner and in their writing (writing grocery lists, 
food menus, cookbooks, etc.) 

● In their role play, the students will be encouraged to give 
voices to the characters from the film, using appropriate story 
and film vocabulary 

● Students will be encouraged to recall and remember the plot 
from Ratatouille through imaginative play and the ‘Hot Seat’ 
questioning game. They will ask and answer questions about 
the film and core texts – who, what, when, where, why, and 
how questions. The students will be encouraged to use role 
play and imaginative play to come up with their own questions 
and then answer them in character. 

● Using ‘Story S’ templates, the students will orally retell the film 
and core texts. They will be asked to recall main details and 
events pertaining to the story/film while an adult scribes. 

Listening and Attention 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students listen attentively in a range of situations 
● ELG: They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events 

and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 
questions, or actions 

● ELG: They give their attention to what others say and 
respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Can listen in a larger group, for example, at assembly 
● Listens to instructions and follows them accurately, asking for 

clarification if necessary 
 
Understanding 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions 

● ELG: They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 
experiences and in response to stories or events 

Exceeding Judgments 
● After listening to stories, they can express views about 

events or characters in the story and answer questions about 
why things happened.  

 
Speaking 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students express themselves effectively, showing 
awareness of listeners’ needs 

● ELG: They use past, present and future forms accurately 
when talking about events that have happened or are to 
happen in the future 

● ELG: They develop their own narratives and explanations by 
connecting ideas or events 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Recounts experiences and imagines possibilities, often 



connecting ideas. 
● Uses a range of vocabulary in imaginative ways to add 

information, express ideas, or to explain or justify actions or 
events 
 
 

 
 
Physical 
Development 
(PD) 

● Holding pencil, chalk, pens, and paintbrush correctly 
● Handwriting activities and Jarman patterns 
● Finger gym exercises, threading, bending, and building 

strength in hands using different materials 
● In the film, Remy urges his fellow rats to avoid eating trash 

because it’s unhealthy - how can we maintain a healthy diet? 
● Students to discuss the different ways to keep healthy and 

safe 
● The students will use the film as a stimulus to discuss what 

they eat on a daily basis and then create a food diary 
● sorting food into healthy and unhealthy categories 
● After reading the story “Handa’s Surprise,” the students will be 

encouraged to try the different types of fruit from the story 
● P.E. Focus: healthy eating and exercise through yoga 
● Re-enacting scenes from Ratatouille in the Learning Garden 

using the bikes, climbing frames, and obstacle courses 
● experimenting with cooking and baking using different 

ingredients and making recipes from around the world - which 
recipes are healthy? which are not so healthy? 

● Learning about health and safety in the kitchen - how to wash 
our hands and wash the equipment, how to use utensils safely 
and responsibly 

● singing and dancing to the different music from Ratatouille - 
learning to hop, skip, and dance in time to the music 

● Throwing and catching games - like ‘Hot Potato’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving and Handling 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students show good control and co-ordination in large 
and small movements 

● ELG: They move confidently in a range of ways, safely 
negotiating space 

● ELG: They handle equipment and tools effectively, including 
pencils for writing 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Beginning to be able to write on lines and control letter size 
● Can hop confidently and skip in time to music 

 
Health and Self-care 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students know the importance for good health of 
physical exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about ways to 
keep healthy and safe 
ELG: They manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet 
independently 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Can dress and undress independently, successfully 

managing fastening buttons or laces 
● Knows about and can make healthy choices in relation to 

healthy eating and exercise 

Specific Areas of Learning 
 



 
 
Literacy 
(LIT) 

● Exploring food and cultures from around the world, focusing on 
a different country each week: 

● Week 1: France 
● Week 2: Mexico 
● Week 3: Italy 
● Week 4: Japan 
● Week 5: Kenya 
● Week 6: Canada 
● Week 7: Revision 
● Core Texts: “My Granny Went to Market,” “Handa’s Surprise,” 

“Off to Mexico We Go,” “Panya’s Pancakes” 
● Film: Ratatouille 
● The students will be in differentiated phonics groups and they 

will each have access to a variety of tricky words and high 
frequency words 

● Phase 3 Sounds: ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 
ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er 

● Phase 3 Tricky Words & High Frequency Words: he, she, we, 
me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are, this, that, them, see, 
now, for 

● Phase 4: reading and writing CVCC words (tent, gift, lamp) 
and CCVC words (clap, flat, shed) 

● Phase 3 Tricky Words & High Frequency Words: said, have, 
like, some, come, do, what 

● Phase 5 Sounds: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, 
au, ey 

● Phase 5 split digraph sounds: a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 
● Phase 5 Tricky Words: were, there, what, when, people, 

asked, could, their, called, looked 
● Weekly guided reading sessions and 1:1 reading interventions 
● Weekly handwriting sessions with interventions to develop 

narrative writing 
● Providing non-fiction and fiction topic related books in the book 

corner and comparing the two types of stories with the 
students, explaining that the two have different purposes  

● Having accessible books in the home corner for the students 
to read and decode independently using their phonic 
knowledge 

● Role playing and re-enacting the different core texts and 
providing props for the students 

● Using topic-related bordered paper and writing frames in the 
home corner to assist with independent writing (menu writing, 
making cookbooks, recipes, grocery lists, etc.) 

Reading 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students read and understand simple sentences 
● ELG: They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words 

and read them aloud accurately 
● ELG: They also read some common irregular words. They 

demonstrate understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Can describe the main events in the simple stories they have 

read 
● Uses phonic, semantic, and syntactic knowledge to 

understand unfamiliar vocabulary 
● Can read phonically regular words of more than one syllable 

as well as many irregular, but high frequency words 
 
Writing 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds 

● ELG: They also write some irregular common words 
● ELG: They write simple sentences which can be read by 

themselves and others 
● ELG: Some words are spelt correctly and others are 

phonetically plausible 
Exceeding Judgments 

● Can spell phonically regular words of more than one syllable 
as well as many irregular, but high frequency words 

● Uses the key features of narrative in their writing 



● Students will be prompted to sequence the film Ratatouille and 
the story “My Granny Went to Market” using stills from the film 
as a stimulus for recollection 

● The students will be encouraged to apply narrative language 
to their writing when sequencing the core texts – once upon a 
time, a long time ago, happily ever after, etc. 

● Writing a list of the different foods from “Handa’s Surprise” 
● Writing a list of the different things Granny bought from “My 

Granny Went to Market” 
● Food acrostic poems 
● Making tickets and posters for the film Ratatouille 
● Writing down the recipe to make Ratatouille 

 
 

 
 
Mathematics 
(MA) 

● The students will do a ‘colour by number’ addition and 
subtraction sheet related to Ratatouille 

● Using a variety of visuals and aids at the table and around the 
classroom (i.e. number wall, number lines, counters, numicon, 
snap cubes) 

● Use questioning to support understanding of numbers and 
mathematical language – “What number comes next?” and 
“How many have you got altogether?” 

● Encourage students to count using fingers, starting with a 
clenched fist and then straightening one finger as a number is 
said 

● Time - telling time through food (morning, evening, o’clock) i.e. 
“In the morning I eat…” and “At noon, it is lunch time” 

● Exploring different time zones from the different countries we 
are studying 

● Teaching doubling and halving using food (doubling and 
halving a pizza) 

● Money - creating price tags in the home corner and using 
money to buy things at the market 

● Repeating patterns using different stripes and colours from 
Granny’s rug in “My Granny Went to Market” 

● Food  Shop and Market in the Learning Garden – the students 
will need to select the correct amount of coins and money to 
pay for each item 

● Using Numicon to order and sequence numbers from 1-20, 
make patterns, etc. 

● Students will be encouraged to sort and classify food 
according to different categories (i.e. healthy and unhealthy). 
Then they will be asked to count how many of each food are in 

Numbers 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students count reliably with numbers from one to 20, 
place them in order and say which number is one more or 
one less than a given number 

● ELG: Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two 
single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer 

● ELG: They solve problems, including doubling, halving and 
sharing 

Exceeding Judgments 
● Estimates a number of objects and checks quantities by 

counting up to 20 
● Solves practical problems that involve combining groups of 2, 

5, or 10, or sharing into equal groups 
 
Shape, Space, and Measure 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to 
compare quantities and objects and to solve problems 

● ELG: They recognise, create and describe patterns 
● ELG: They explore characteristics of everyday objects and 

shapes and use mathematical language to describe them 
Exceeding Judgments 

● Estimates objects, measures objects, weigh objects, 
compares objects, and orders objects 

● Talks about properties, position, and time 



each individual category. They could also represent their 
findings on a graph. 

● Sorting food into different food groups and counting them 
(fruits, vegetables, grains, etc.) - Which group has the most 
food? Which group has the least amount of food? 

● Measuring and weighing different types of food - which foods 
are heavy? which foods are light? how can we record our 
findings? 

● Students will carefully measure food ingredients when cooking 
and baking 

● The students will think about the amount of time it takes for 
something to cook or bake and then they will record their 
predictions 

● The students will learn the days of the week and begin 
sequencing them through their weekly food diaries  

● Examining the 2D and 3D shapes of different foods and food 
containers 

● Counting in 1s, 2s, 5s, and 10s and linking it to practical Maths 
like money and time 

● Exploring the concept of halving in the market and food shop 
the Learning Garden (i.e. half priced items on sale) 

● Recognising odd and even numbers on different types of food 
(i.e. a bundle of grapes or bananas) 

● Calculating change in the market in the home corner as well 
as the Learning Garden 

● Students will explore the language of STEM and reasoning 
skills through ongoing Nrich STEM investigations.  

 

 
 
Understanding 
the World 
(UW) 

● The students will use the iPads to explore phonics games and 
letter formation. They will also use the iPads to explore 
different Maths games. 

● The students will use Adobe Voice app to record and retell 
recipes and instructions 

● The students will explore different cultures of people through 
food 

● In the role play corner, the students will be encouraged to act 
out and role play shopping at the market, using key vocabulary 

● understanding the importance of growing our own food to eat 
healthy and protect the environment 

● looking at what a human being needs to stay healthy - sleep, 
food, exercise, water, and hygiene  

● making healthy lifestyle posters 
● making a healthy packed lunch - what would we put in it? 

People and Communities 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members 

● ELG: They know that other Students don’t always enjoy the 
same things, and are sensitive to this 

● ELG: They know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities 
and traditions 

Exceeding  Judgments 
● Knows the difference between past and present events in 

their own lives and some reasons why people’s lives were 
different in the past 

● Knows that other Students have different likes and dislikes 
and that they may be good at different things 



● investigating different multicultural foods by tasting and 
cooking them at school 

● investigating food in the past versus food now 
● exploring different foods that we eat for different religions or 

food festivals (i.e. Ramadan and Eid) - understanding that 
different people have different beliefs, values, and customs 
and treating all traditions with respect 

● exploring a variety of places around the world: looking at Africa 
in “Handa’s Surprise” and France in Ratatouille - How are 
these places similar? How are they different? 

● Using Google Maps and World Maps on the interactive 
whiteboard to see the different places that Granny visited in 
“My Granny Went to Market” 

● The students will be encouraged to bring in an artefact from 
home (such as a recipe, picture, photo) to share about food or 
cooking in their family and explain how and why it is important 
to their culture and tradition 

● Exploring different animal habitats in “Handa's Surprise” and 
talking about predators and prey, animal camouflage, different 
animal food diets, etc. 

● Using “Jack and the Beanstalk” as a story to document the 
growth of a bean plant using the Adobe Voice app 

 

● Understands that different people have different beliefs, 
attitudes, customs and traditions and why it is important to 
treat them with respect 

 
The World 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students know about similarities and differences in 
relation to places, objects, materials and living things 

● ELG: They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one 
another 

● ELG: They make observations of animals and plants and 
explain why some things occur, and talk about changes 

Exceeding  Judgments 
● Knows that the environment and living things are influenced 

by human activity 
● Can describe some actions which people in their own 

community do that help to maintain the area they live in 
 
Technology 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students recognise that a range of technology is used 
in places such as homes and schools 

● ELG: They select and use technology for particular purposes 
Exceeding  Judgments 

● Finds out about and uses a range of everyday technology 
● Selects appropriate applications that support an identified 

need, for example in deciding how best to make a record of a 
special event in their lives, such as a journey on a steam 
train.  

 
 

 
 
Expressive Art & 
Design 
(EA&D) 

● Singing different topic related songs 
● Creating models of food with the playdough and plasticine and 

then sorting the food into different food groups 
● The students will be encouraged to represent their own stories 

and ideas through role play in the home corner and in the 
learning garden 

● making food collages using magazine clippings and pictures 
● using a bowl of fruit to inspire still life drawings with pastels 
● The students will be learning how to comment on and critique 

their own artwork and the artwork of others - what went well? 
what would you try differently next time? 

Media and Materials 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them 

● ELG: They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function 

Exceeding  Judgments 
● Students develop their own ideas through selecting and using 

materials and working on processes that interest them 
● Through their explorations, they find out and make decisions 



● using potatoes to make stamps to paint with 
● planting and growing seeds in the learning garden and then 

making predictions and recordings of what might happen next 
● The students will have access to a wide range of props and 

costumes in the learning garden and in the home corner that 
relate to different countries and foods from around the world 

● Studying the works of Henri Rousseau. Exploring his works 
and discussing how his lack of travel meant he needed to use 
his imagination 

● The students will be encouraged to use their imaginations to 
make landscapes of places in the world that they’ve never 
travelled to before 

● Using “Jack and the Beanstalk” as a stimulus to name the 
different parts of a plant  

● Designing castles and beanstalks in the construction area 
● Creating colourful masks relating to Mexico and Carnival from 

“My Granny Went to Market” 
● Using watercolour paints to explore different Japanese art and 

brush stroke techniques - what types of things did Granny see 
in Japan? 

● When learning about Japan, the students will learn the moves 
and exercises associated with Tai Chi and practice them 

● When learning about Mexico, the students will learn about 
different Mexican songs and dances like a fiesta 

● When learning about France, the students will explore different 
types of mime 

● The students will use junk modelling materials to make a new 
home for Remy and his family from Ratatouille 

● The students will use different coloured strips of paper to 
weave baskets and rugs from “My Granny Went to Market” 

about how media and materials can be combined and 
changed 
 

Being Imaginative 
Early Learning Goals 

● ELG: Students use what they have learnt about media and 
materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes 

● ELG: They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play 
and stories 

Exceeding  Judgments 
● Students talk about the ideas and processes which have led 

them to make music, designs, images or products 
● They can talk about features of their own and others’ work, 

recognizing the differences between them and the strengths 
of others 

 
 


