
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
EYFS Medium Term Planning: Summer Term 2 - 2017                                            Nursery Teacher: Kimberley Buchanan 
 Film/ Documentary Text(s): Ratatouille                                        Theme: Food around the world 

 

 

Prime Areas of Learning 

Areas of 
Learning 

Learning Experiences Skills  

 
 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
(PSED) 

 Continuation of the ‘Golden Rules’ and reinforcement during 
play. 

 SMSC weekly topics 

 Students will explore the relationship between Remy and 
Alfredo- why they are friends, how they help each other and how 
they hurt each others feelings. 

 Students can choose to write (or orally retell in the style) a letter 
as Alfredo, apologizing to Remy for leaving him out and shouting 
at him, or a letter as Remy apologizing for trying to steal his 
things. 

 Students will discuss the moral dilemma of Alfredo and Remy 
lying to customers and whether or not they should have done 
that. 

 Like the restaurant critic in the film, students wills record the 
foods they like and dislike as they try different cuisines over the 
weeks. 

 Students will work together to cook different things each week, 
working in different small groups. 

 Students will be encouraged to make relationships with others in 
the home corner, negotiating problems with them and taking 
account of what they say.  
 
 
 
 

Age Bands, 40-60 months 
 
Making Relationships 

 Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what 
others say. 

 Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks 
appropriate questions of others. 

 Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other students, e.g. finding a 
compromise. 
 

Self Confidence and Self Awareness 

 Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests 
and opinions.  

 Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities. 
 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour 
 Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, 

becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they 
realize they have upset them.  

 Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in 
the setting.  

 Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems without 
aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy 

 
 

 
 
Communication 
and Language 
(CL) 

 Role-play in the home corner, which will be set up as a market 
place like Granny visits in our core text. 

 Reinforce initial sounds within new topic words and sound out 
CVC words associated with the topic. 

 Students explore the topic specific vocabulary associated with 
food and different countries each week. 

Age Bands, 40-60 months 
Listening and Attention 

 Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during 
appropriate activity.  

 Two-channeled attention – can listen and do for short span. 
 



 Students will be encouraged to recall and remember the story of 
Ratatouille through imaginative small world play. 

 Story sequencing- students will be encouraged to sequence and 
retell the story of Ratatouille and other core texts throughout the 
term. 

 Using Story S templates, students will orally recall and annotate 
core texts in order. 

 In the role play corner explore their understanding of the topic 
and key vocabulary through displays of illustrations from the 
book. 

 Using Adobe Voice app, students will retell and give instructions 
on how to make bread. 

 Students will play the hotseat game, where they will take on the 
role of different characters from Ratatouille and ask or answer 
questions. 

Understanding 

 (30-50) Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 
 Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. 

Understands humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes.  
 Able to follow a story without pictures or props.  
 Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion. 
 

Speaking 
 Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, 

exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.  
 Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in 

play situations.  
 Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention.  
 Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, 

feelings and events.  
 Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play 

 

 
 
Physical 
Development 
(PD) 

 Holding pencil, chalk, pens, and paintbrush correctly. 
 Handwriting activities- Jarman patterns. 
 Threading  
 Explore malleable materials, such as clay, dough, soap flakes, 

plasticene, cornflour by patting, stroking, poking, squeezing, pinching 
and twisting. Provide students with different coloured doughs. 

 Introduce and play games which allow opportunities to find their 
own space and allow them to be aware of others space – the 
students move around the space in different ways.  

 Phonic Phitness: sounding out different action words which students 
need to blend and follow. 

 Parachute games – shake in different ways and float gently up and 
down, lie under the parachute and look at the different colours. 

 Finger gym exercises, threading, bending, and building strength in 
hands using different coloured materials.  

 PE focus: Yoga and keeping your body healthy 
 Obstacle courses, re-enacting scenes from Ratatouille 
 Learning about different foods and which are healthy for our bodies. 

Students will look at the ingredients in the foods and categorise them 
as healthy or unhealthy. 

 Students will learn about safety in the kitchen and hygiene standards.  
 Students will learn how to use various kitchen tools safely. 

Age Bands, 40-60 months 
Moving and Handling 

 Experiments with different ways of moving.  
 Jumps off an object and lands appropriately.  
 Negotiates space successfully when playing racing and chasing 

games with other students, adjusting speed or changing 
direction to avoid obstacles.  

 Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and 
through balancing and climbing equipment.  

 Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, 
throwing, catching or kicking it.  

 Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.  
 Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable materials 

safely and with increasing control.  
 Shows a preference for a dominant hand.  
 Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines.  
 Begins to form recognisable letters.  
 Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, 

most of which are correctly formed. 
 

Health and Self Care 
 Eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands need for 



 Students will be encouraged to trace the trail of Granny’s flying 
carpet in chalk around the chalkboards and take it to different 
destinations. 

 Students will make a healthy lunchbox for Granny to take on her trip, 
making choices about what would be good for her. 

 Students will try the different fruits featured in Handa’s Surprise and 
name them 

 
 
 

variety in food.  
 Usually dry and clean during the day.  
 Shows some understanding that good practices with regard to 

exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute to good 
health.  

 Shows understanding of the need for safety when tackling new 
challenges, and considers and manages some risks. 

 Shows understanding of how to transport and store equipment 
safely.  

 Practices some appropriate safety measures without direct 
supervision. 
 

Specific Areas of Learning 
 

 
 
Literacy 
(LIT) 

 Week 1: France 

 Week 2: Mexico 

 Week 3: (Short week) Italy 

 Week 4: Japan 

 Week 5: Kenya 

 Week 6: Australia/Canada 

 Week 7: Revision 
 

 Core texts: Ratatouille, My Granny Went to Market, Mama 
Panya’s Pancakes, Off we Go to Mexico, Possum Magic 

 Phonic activities on the IWB - Phase 1 and 2 

 Reinforce the Phase 2 sounds by learning the Jolly Phonics songs. 

 Clap syllables of names and topic words. 

 Provide non-fiction and fiction books on the topic and compare 
the two types of stories with students, saying how the two have 
different purposes.  

 Role-play the different core texts and provide props for students 
to explore them. 

 Use topic-themed bordered paper and provide different writing 
materials for the students to use independently 

 Model writing student’s names on white board – point out the 
use of capital letters for names. 

 Chalks and various mark-making equipment in the Learning 
Garden. Students to independently use and manage resources. 

 Provide opportunities to write their names in coloured sand, 

Age Bands, 40-60 months 
 
Reading 

 Continues a rhyming string.  
 Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together and knows which letters represent some of them. 
 Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 

alphabet.  
 Begins to read words and simple sentences.  
 Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly 

influenced by their experiences of books.  
 Enjoys an increasing range of books.  
 Knows that information can be retrieved from books and 

computers 

 

Writing 
 Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and 

paint.  
 Begins to break the flow of speech into words.  
 Continues a rhyming string.  
 Hears and says the initial sound in words.  
 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together.  
 Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 

alphabet.  



flour, soapy sand or paint and to make the letters of their names 
from coloured playdough. 

 Silly soup game with rhyming words 

 Students will be prompted to sequence My Granny Went to 
Market, using illustrations from the book as stimulus for 
recollection. 

 Acting out core texts using story language and props. 

 Students will use topic word mats to copy writing from 

 Students will write or record recipes and instructions for 
different foods that they make. 

 Students will think about the role of a critic and write or record 
their own critiques of foods that they try. 

 Students will write postcards from Granny from various countries 
around the world 

 Students will write tickets and make passports for their own 
travels on a magic carpet 
 

 

 Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 
representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.  

 Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 
 Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

 

 
 
Mathematics 
(MA) 

 Students ‘colour by numbers’ related to our film Ratatouille 

 Build up the student’s interest in counting and numbers through 
rhymes and songs. Introduce new rhymes and songs. Use objects 
and pictures to encourage and support their involvement in 
singing activities. Introduce ‘zero’ or ‘none’ at the beginning or 
end of song/rhyme.  

 Provide magnetic pictures/number symbols linked to number 
rhymes/songs for use in group sessions or on a Maths table when 
students are working independently. Use questioning to support 
understanding of numbers and mathematical language –‘What 
number comes next?’, ‘How many have you got?’  

 Encourage students to count using fingers, starting with a clench 
fist, encourage students to straighten one finger as a number is 
said. Introduce counting with a range of objects. 

 Introduce students to Numberblock, making resources available 
to them from the show (eg, unifix cubes). 

 Use Numicon – order, make patterns etc. 

 Money and coins will be made available to the students as well 
as tools to write price tags on the different items for sale in the 
home corner. 

 Illustrations from our core text Granny Went to Market will be 

Age Bands, 40-50 months 
 
Number 

 Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 
 Recognises numerals 1 to 5.  
 Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name 

for each item.  
 Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved.  
 Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count beyond 10.  
 Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 
 Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 10 

objects.  
 Counts an irregular arrangement of up to ten objects. 
 Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by 

counting them.  
 Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of 

objects.  
 Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting all of 

them.  
 Says the number that is one more than a given number. 
 Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five objects, 

then ten objects.  



available around the room, which promote counting 1-10. 

 Using different food items, students will be encouraged to add 
groups together to find a total. 

 Students will explore different units of measurement through 
cooking different things each week. 

 Students will begin to explore the concept of more and less 
through fruit and milk time, discussing what will happen to a 
quantity when a number of students eat them. 

 Students will explore the concept of time by looking at the time 
each day in different parts of the world and discussing what 
people in those countries might be doing at that time. 

 Students will explore the language of STEM and reasoning skills 
through ongoing Nrich STEM investigations.  

 Students will design and make a flag for an imagined country 
using different shapes and cutouts 

 In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the 
vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting.  

 Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain. 
 Begins to identify own mathematical problems based on own 

interests and fascinations. 
 

Shape, Space and Measure 
 Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and 

‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe shapes.  
 Selects a particular named shape.  
 Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next to’.  
 Orders two or three items by length or height.  
 Orders two items by weight or capacity.  
 Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate 

patterns and build models.  
 Uses everyday language related to time.  
 Beginning to use everyday language related to money. 
 Orders and sequences familiar events.  

 Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 
 

 
 
Understanding 
the World 
 
(UW) 

 Students will use ipads to explore phonics games and letter 
formation. 

 Students will use Adobe Voice app to record and retell recipes 
and instructions 

 In the role play corner, students will be encouraged to act out 
and role play working in a market place, using key vocabulary 
associated with this. 

 Students will use the IWB to watch clips about different countries 
and find out more information. 

 During Ramadan and Eid, students will discuss their experiences 
and parents/ carers will be invited to talk the students more 
about the traditions and customs associated with it. 

 Students will learn about countries around the world that Granny 
visits, identifying them on a map and talking about distances. 

 Students will learn about the foods that are traditional to each 
country and their importance to the culture of that country by 
cooking and eating them. 

 Students will look at the countries using Google Maps, exploring 
it’s different features and functions. 

 Students will be encouraged to bring in an artefact from home 

Age Bands, 40-60 months: 
 
People and Communities 

 Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines 
 

The World 
 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

 

Technology 
 Completes a simple program on a computer.  

 Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer 
software. 



(recipe, picture, photo) to share about food or cooking in their 
family and how it is an important part of their day and family 
time. 
 

 
 
Expressive Art & 
Design 
(EA&D) 

 Sing and recite favourite rhymes and songs 

 Students will sing songs from different countries- Frere Jacques 
etc. 

 Role play area will be set up as a Market Place for students to 
explore trading, selling, and buying things. 

 Students will have access in the outdoor provision to a wide 
range of props that relate to different countries for them to 
choose from. 

 Artist focus- Henri Rousseau. Exploring his works and discussing 
how his lack of travel meant he needed to use his imagination. 
Students to complete their own landscapes about countries 
they don’t know about and can only imagine. 

 Students will create colourful ‘Carnivale’ masks like Granny 
buys from Mexico- learning about their significance. 

 When exploring Japan, students will use Japanese art 
techniques (such as water brushes) to decorate kites, like 
Granny buys at the market. 

 Using weaving techniques, students will create their own 
miniature magic carpet like Granny uses. 

 Students will create an ‘edible portrait’- using food items, they 
will place them around a table to create a piece of art. 

 Students will explore and listen to music from the different 
countries, talking about what the music reminds them of. 

 Students will use junk modelling materials to make a new home 
for Remy and his family from Ratatouille. 

 Students will learn traditional dancing from Mexico as they 
have a ‘fiesta’ like in the text. 

 When learning about Japan, students will learn the moves and 
exercises associated with Tai Chi and practice them each 
morning. 

 Fruit and vegetable printing using different foods. 
 

Age Bands, 40-60 months 
 
Exploring Media and Materials 

 Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.  
 Explores the different sounds of instruments.  
 Explores what happens when they mix colours. 
 Experiments to create different textures.  
 Understands that different media can be combined to create 

new effects.  
 Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect.  
 Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources.  
 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and 

appropriately.  
 Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary.  
 Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join 

materials they are using. 
 

Being Imaginative 
 Create simple representations of events, people and objects.  
 Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in order to 

express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences.  
 Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose.  
 Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.  
 Plays alongside other students who are engaged in the same 

theme.  

 Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a 
narrative. 

 
 


