
 
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

People, Places, Things – Who, Where, What? 
World Thinking: Big, Critical, Curious Questions 
Autumn Term: Green-Land – Across the Universe 

 

EYFS Medium Term Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2017                                                 Nursery Teacher: Kimberley Buchanan 
Film Text (s): Wall-E                                                   ICB Theme: Space is a Place 

                     

Prime Areas of Learning 

Areas of 
Learning 

Learning Experiences: Skills  

 
 
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 
(PSED) 

 Introduction to the ‘Golden Rules’ 

 SMSC weekly ideas 

 Parents are invited in to help their children transition and learn 
with their children 

 Discussing how Wall-E might have felt when he was all alone on 
Earth- would it be fun to have no friends? Do you think Wall-E is 
happy when he makes friends with Eva? Students will then 
explore how to make friends in the class. 

 After watching a short clip, students will talk about the nice 
things that Wall-E does (ie: cleaning up, sharing with others, 
helping them). Students will then explore some nice things we 
can do to care for our classroom. 

 Looking at Baby Bear and Owl’s friendship in Whatever Next, 
students will talk about how Baby Bear made friends with the 
Owl? How can you make friends with someone? 

 Create a classroom display of the students as aliens- students will 
be encouraged to talk about the similarities and differences and 
the features they have that make them special or the same (ie: 
coloured eyes or hair). 

 Talk about the need to care for and look after the environment, 
both indoor and out, just like Wall-E does. Students to suggest 
how to do this (ie: do not waste water, turn off the taps, do not 
throw rubbish, throw it in the bin etc.) 

 Recreate stories through role play activities, using facial 
expressions and vocabulary to show feelings. 

Age Bands: 
 
Making Relationships 

 (22-36) Interested in other’s play 

 (22-36) Seeks out others to share experiences 

 (22-36) Shows affection and concern for people who are special 
to them 

 (30-50) Initiates play, offering cues to peers to join them 

 (30-50) Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating 
conversations and forming good relationships with peers and 
familiar adults. 

 
Self Confidence and Self Awareness 

 (22-36) Separates from main carer with support and 
encouragement from a familiar adult 

 (30-50) Can select and use activities and resources with help 

 (30-50) Shows confidence in asking adults for help. 
 
Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

 (22-36) Seeks comfort from familiar adults when needed 

 (22-36) Responds to the feelings and wishes of others 

 (22-36) Aware that some actions can hurt or harm others 

 (22-36) Shows understanding and cooperates with some 
boundaries and routines 

 (30-50) Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not 



 Comparing with characters from the different texts, students will 
be encouraged to think about who is special to them, their 
friends and families. 

 

immediately met, and understands wishes may not always be 
met. 

 

 
 
Communication 
and Language 
(CL) 

 Roleplay in the home corner, a space station for astronauts to 
mirror that seen in Wall-E 

 Model play and use of imaginative language in the home corner 
or in small-world activities 

 Reinforce initial sounds within new topic words 

 Think about what it would be like to go to space; what would you 
hear, see, taste, touch, smell on the moon? Students will explore 
how the moon or space is different to Earth. 

 Talk about what space is like, what it looks like with descriptive 
words. 

 Watching a clip of Wall-E with no picture, just sound, students 
will be encouraged to talk about what they think might be 
happening, and how sound can tell a story without pictures. 

 Reading Whatever Next, students will be encouraged to talk 
about where Mummy Bear thought Baby Bear was. 

 Watch clip from Wall-E and talk about how he communicates 
instead of words. Practise using robot voices like Wall-E and Eva 

 Students will be encouraged to talk about how they would get to 
the moon like Baby Bear or other characters from key stories 

 Read space themed stories each day; repeated word patterns at 
the start of each line and look for words that describe actions. 
Listen for rhyming words 

 Introduce topic specific vocabulary related to space (rocket, 
moon, space, planets, stars etc) 

 Using ipads, students can record their play in the home corner or 
outside, encouraging them to narrate or use talk for play. 

 Introduce descriptive vocabulary for actions and senses 

 Use comparison language- more, less and the same. 

 Positional language- next to, beside, in front etc. 

 Explore rhythm and rhyme in stories and songs. 

 Learning The Solar System rap by the Storybots 
 

Age Bands: 
 
Listening and Attention 

 (22-36) Listens with interest to the noises adults make when 
they read stories 

 (22-36) Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes 

 (30-50) Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall 
 
Understanding 

 (22-36) Understands who, what, where in simple questions. 

 (22-36) Developing understanding of simple concepts, eg: big 
and little. 

 (30-50) Understands use of objects (eg. What do we use to cut 
things with) 

 (30-50) Responds to simple instructions, eg to get or put away an 
object 

 
Speaking 

 (22-36) Uses language as a powerful means of widening 
contacts, sharing feelings, experiences and thoughts 

 (22-36) Holds a conversation jumping from one topic to the 
other 

 (22-36) Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk eg: reaches 
towards a toy saying, ‘I have it’ 

 (22-36) Uses simple sentences, eg: ‘Mummy gonna work’ 

 (30-50) Beginning to use more complex sentences to link 
thoughts (eg: using and, because) 

 (30-50) Can retell a simple past event in correct order (eg: went 
down slide, hurt finger) 

 (30-50) Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening 
and anticipate what might happen next, recall and relive past 
experiences. 
 
 
 



 
 
Physical 
Development 
(PD) 

 Holding pencil, chalk, pens, and paintbrush correctly. 
 Handwriting activities- Jarman patterns. 
 Threading  
 Beads and tweezers-space rocks (small stones) 
 Explore malleable materials, such as clay, dough, soap flakes, 

plasticene, cornflour by patting, stroking, poking, squeezing, 
pinching and twisting. Make an alien. Make space rocks. Make 
space dust. 

 After watching Wall-E, students will be encouraged to talk about 
why the humans look like they do and what happened to them. 
We will then discuss eating healthy foods and the importance of 
exercise. 

 Students will choose food for the humans to eat on the space 
ship from Wall-E. 

 Introduce and play games which allow opportunities to find their 
own space and allow them to be aware of others space – the 
students move around the space in different ways.  

 Set up simple obstacle courses (astronaut training camp) – run 
round the red cones, through the green tunnel, jump in and out 
of the yellow hoop, etc.  

 Move in different ways in response to the name of a space object 
– let the students make their own suggestions e.g. float like in 
space, move stiffly like a robot, moonwalk, be a spaceman with 
no gravity holding you down. 

 Act-out stories e.g. Wall-E, Wanda and the Alien, and Man on the 
Moon etc. 

 Role play the story Whatever Next in Learning Garden with props 
(box, food, picnic blanket, colander).. 

 Parachute games – shake in different ways and float gently up 
and down, lie under the parachute etc. 

 Introduce equipment /tools /objects to use with the recycled 
materials to make Wall-E, robots, rockets, spacemen – boxes, 
sellotape, masking tape, wooden sticks, buttons etc. Provide 
objects and equipment to add to their finished model – sequins, 
pipe cleaners, nuts and bolts, pieces of card, foil, buttons, bottle 
caps, drinking straws, etc.  

 Using shower gel in a tray with ‘space debris’ for students to 
investigate using different tools 

 Make moon and star shaped biscuits. 
 Make a space soup using chocolate and strawberry angel delight 

Age Bands: 
 
Moving and Handling 
 (22-36) Runs safely on whole foot 
 (22-36) Squats steadily to rest or play with objects on the ground and 

rises to feet without using hands. 
 (22-36) Climbs confidently and is beginning to pull themselves up on 

nursery climbing equipment.  
 (22-36) Turns pages in a book sometimes several at a time. 
 (22-36) Shows control in holding and using jugs to pour, books and 

mark-making tools. 
 (22-36) Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles and lines. 
 (22-36) Walks upstairs or downstairs holding onto a rail two feet to a 

step. 
 (22-36) May be beginning to show preference for dominant hand. 
 (30-50) Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of 

ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, 
jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping. 

 (30-50) Runs skillfully and negotiates space successfully, adjusting 
speed or direction to avoid obstacles.  

 (30-50) Can stand momentarily on one foot when shown.  
 (30-50) Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements.  
 
Health and Self Care 
 (22-36) Drinks well without spilling. 
 (22-36) Clearly communicated need for potty or toilet. 
 (22-36) Helps with clothing e.g. puts on hat, unzips zipper on jacket, 

takes off unbuttoned shirt. 
 (22-36) Beginning to be independent in self-care, but still often 

needs adult support. 
 (30-50) Gains more bowel and bladder control and can attend to 

toileting needs most of the time themselves.  
 (30-50) Can usually manage washing and drying hands.  
 (30-50) Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or 

shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it 
is fastened at the bottom. 

 



and jelly bug sweets pushed into it. 
 Outdoor – cover plastic bricks with foil to use as space debris or 

space rocks. 
 Make models of spaceships, robots, moonscape with Lego. 
 Cosmic Yoga sessions in the hall 

 

 

 
 
Literacy 
(LIT) 

 Core texts will include: Whatever Next, Way Back Home, Man on 
the Moon, and Aliens Love Underpants (to be changed on a 
fortnightly basis). 

 Phonic activities on the IWB - Phase 1 

 Introduce the Phase 2 sounds by learning the Jolly Phonics songs. 

 Clap syllables of names and topic words. 

 Listen to stories, songs, poems associated with Space, rockets 
and robots. Tap/clap to the beat. 

 Role-play opportunities will encourage students to explore and 
use story language from key texts 

 Point out to students the titles, authors, illustrators of the topic 
books. 

 Make magnetic story sequence cards for students to re-tell 
stories. 

 Share stories/rhymes about shiny things – stars. Collect a box of 
shiny objects to look at and feel. Recall words which describe 
shiny things – twinkle, shimmer, shine, bright, sparkle etc. 

 Provide non- fiction books on space, planets, robots etc. Share 
these books during group sessions to compare/support stories of 
the same theme. Make non-fiction books available in the book 
corner. 

 Make a fishing game with dowelling rods, paperclips and 
spacemen/robots with letters – students have to either name 
the sound they have caught independently or catch a sound that 
they are asked to. 

 Use topic-themed bordered paper and provide different writing 
materials for the students to use independently 

 Model writing student’s names on white board – point out the 
use of capital letters for names. 

 Chalks and various mark-making equipment in the Learning 
Garden. Students to independently use and manage resources. 

 Provide opportunities to write their names in coloured sand, 

Age Bands: 
 
Reading 

 (22-36) Has some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles. 

 (22-36) Repeats words or phrases from familiar stories. 

 (22-36) Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story 
or game e.g. Humpty Dumpty sat on a ……..’ 

 (30-50) Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one to one 
and also in small groups 

 (30-50) Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall 

 (30-50) Describes main story settings, events and principal 
characters 

 (30-50) Looks a books independently 
 
Writing 

 (22-36) Distinguishes between the different marks they make. 

 (30-50) Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint 

 (30-50) Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. 
  



flour, soapy sand or paint and to make the letters of their names 
from coloured playdough. 

 Set up ‘Space ship/station’ with phone, intergalactic passbook/ 
log book, diary, notebook, pens/pencils, keyboard etc. 

 Write a letter/postcard to an alien.  

 Alien writing – use fingers with glitter and fluorescent paint on 
black paper. 

 In the construction area, writing signs for the astronauts to show 
them where to go. 

 

 
 
Mathematics 
(MA) 

 Create different types of numbers lines with the students – 
stars, planets, robots etc. 

 Build up the student’s interest in counting and numbers 
through rhymes and songs. Introduce new rhymes and songs 
such as 5 little men in a flying saucer. Use objects and pictures 
to encourage and support their involvement in singing 
activities. Introduce ‘zero’ or ‘none’ at the beginning or end of 
song/rhyme.  

 Provide magnetic pictures/number symbols linked to number 
rhymes/songs for use in group sessions or on a Maths table 
when students are working independently. Use questioning to 
support understanding of numbers and mathematical language 
–‘what number comes next?’, ‘how many have you got?’ Use 
visuals of ‘5 little men in a flying saucer’. 

 Encourage students to count using fingers, starting with a 
clench fist, encourage students to straighten one finger as a 
number is said. Introduce counting with a range of objects. 

 Exploring one more/one less with aliens.  

 Make a fishing game with dowelling rods, paperclips and 
numbered robots or spacemen – students add up how many 
dots on each robot they catch. 

 Use Numicon – order, make patterns etc. 

 Look at 2D and 3Dshapes  

 Make robots in different colours, shapes and sizes. Use 
triangles, squares, circles and oblongs.  

 Practise positional language with aliens and rockets – up/down, 
over/under, beside, through, in/on. 

 Weighing and counting ‘moon stones’. 

 At tidy up time allow students to sort and tidy toys and 

Age Bands: 
 

Number 

 (22-36) Selects a small number of objects from a group when 
asked, e.g. ‘give me one/two’. 

 (22-36) Recite some number names in sequence. 
 (22-36) Begin to make comparisons between quantities. 
 (22-36) Use some language of quantities such as ‘more’ and ‘a 

lot’. 
 (22-36) Know that a group of things changes in quantity when 

something is added or taken away. 
 (30-50) Uses some number names and number language 

spontaneously. 
 (30-50) Uses some number names accurately in play.  
 (30-50) Recites numbers in order to 10.  

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 (22-36) Notice simple shapes or patterns in pictures. 
 (22-36) Beginning to categorise objects according to properties 

such as shape or size. 
 (22-36) Anticipate specific time-based events such as meal times 

or home time. 
 (30-50) Shows interest in shape by sustained construction 

activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements.  
 (30-50) Shows interest in shapes in the environment.  
 (30-50) Uses shapes appropriately for tasks.  

 



equipment into appropriate boxes  

 Sort objects and materials of different colours, shapes and sizes 
such as ‘moon rocks’ and rockets.  

 Use prepositions and directions to make the bee-bot move 

 Look at patterns, shapes, sizes when using recycled materials.  

 Name 3d shapes when making robots from boxes. 

 Position language to be reinforced during all activities. 
STEM Investigations: 

 Exploring the cycles of the moon through a ‘moon phase’ diary. 
Students take it home each night and record what they see of the 
moon that night. 

 Students will investigate the idea of gravity and why it’s 
important. They will conduct an experiment investigating if 
anything can defy gravity. 

 Students will design and build a robot like Wall-E- one that has a 
purpose to help humans. 

 

 
 
Understanding 
the World 
 
(UW) 

 Students will explore the changes to the outdoor environment 
at night.  

 Using internet and reference books to investigate the solar 
system, planets, spaceships/men, robots. 

 Students will learn about the planets of the solar system and 
their different features through the Storybots Planet rap 

 Students will be encouraged to name some of the different 
planets in the Solar System and talk about the similarities and 
differences between them and Earth 

 Students will be encouraged to discuss what they would tell an 
alien about our planet if they could call one on the phone. 

 Students will help to prepare and get ready for our Space-
themed picnic in Ravensourt Park. 

 Make an interactive display of robots, spaceships, ‘moon rock’ 
etc. with posters and books. 

 Look at pictures of their houses from Google earth, what our 
plant would like to Wall E when he is floating in space 

 Explore different weathers – rain, storm, wind, sun, snow and 
what they might be like on other planets. 

 Make space biscuits – discuss flavours and texture. 
 Students will take alien photographs using the I-Pads 
 ICT available- IWB, cameras, iPads 
 Ensure the students are familiar with the names and the 

Age Bands: 
 
People and Communities 

 (22-36) Has a sense of own immediate family and relations. 

 (22-36) In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from 
own family and cultural background e.g. making and drinking tea. 

 (22-36) Beginning to have their own friends. 

 (30-50) Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to 
them. 

 (30-50) Remembers and talks about significant events in their own 
experience.  

 
The World 

 (22-36) Enjoys playing with small world models. 

 (22-36) Notices detailed features of objects in their environment. 

 (30-50) Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they live or the natural world.  

 (30-50) Shows care and concern for living things and the 
environment. 

 
Technology 

 (22-36) Seeks to acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some 



terminology for operating parts of the iPad  
 Interactive version of ‘Blast Off’ rhyme on IWB (Nursery 

Education). 
 After reading his book, students will look at Chris Hadfield on 

YouTube. 
 Using Wall-E, students will look at different types of robots and 

machines that help us in our daily life. Students will then design 
their own robot that might help them with something. 

 Students will grow bean sprouts in containers and look after 
them, linking this with the importance of Wall-E’s finding on 
Earth and how important plants are to us. 

 

ICT equipment. 

 (30-50) Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD 
player and uses remote control.  

 (30-50) Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, 
or real objects such as cameras or mobile phones.  

 

 
 
Expressive Art & 
Design 
(EA&D) 

 Make robots from boxes and recycled materials. 

 Pretending to be Wall-E, students will think about how they 
could recycle rubbish and turn it into something new, like he 
does. 

 Tree house to be changed into an area for space travel with 
space buggies, pretending to be in space or on the moon. 

 Indoor home corner to become a Space Station 

 Use water bottles and different materials to make air 
containers to wear etc. 

 Imaginative role play as robots or aliens in Learning Garden. 

 Designing moon buggies 

 Creating a universe in a jar: http://www.dltk-
kids.com/crafts/space/muniverse.html 

 Handprint Alien: 
http://www.redtedart.com/2012/07/09/space-crafts-ideas-to-
inspire/ 

 Footprint Rocket: 
http://www.redtedart.com/2012/07/09/space-crafts-ideas-to-
inspire/ 

 Paintings and drawings of robots, aliens, rockets and planets.  

 Explore mark making materials to make patterns - crayons, 
chalks, pastels colour pencils - pressing hard/gentle, zig-zags, 
dots, wavy lines, crosses, shading, putting one colour on top of 
another  

 Finger painting; explore mixing colours together to make a dark 
sky for display. 

 Learn space songs and rhymes. 

Age Bands: 
 

Exploring and using media and materials 

 (22-36) Joins in singing favourite songs. 
 (22-36) Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound. 
 (22-36) Experiments with blocks, colours and marks. 
 (30-50) Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.  
 (30-50) Sings a few familiar songs.  
 (30-50) Beginning to move rhythmically.  
 (30-50) Imitates movement in response to music.  
 (30-50) Taps out simple repeated rhythms.  
 (30-50) Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, 

and then begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
 

Being Imaginative 

 (22-36) Beginning to use representation to communicate e.g. 
drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’ 

 (22-36) Beginning to make-believe by pretending. 
 (30-50) Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed and 

then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there.  
 (30-50) Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand 

experiences.  
 (30-50) Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing 

rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’.  
 (30-50) Uses available resources to create props to support role-

play. 
 



 Listen to classical music with a ‘space’ theme like Holst - The 
Planets. 

 Explore instruments to reproduce sounds of space e.g. rain 
stick, thunder tube, ocean drum etc. 

 Play sounds of space on IWB, students to move to different 
sounds – floating, jumping, bouncing etc. 

 Provide opportunities to talk about and share the students’s 
work. Talk about the colours they have used, the techniques, 
patterns, etc. encourage the students to ask each other 
questions - was the paint runny, what did you use to attach 
that piece, how did you make that shape/pattern etc. Use the 
works of various artists to provide a stimulus. 

 Make star telescopes out of kitchen roll tubes and sticky stars. 
Cover one end with sugar paper and pin prick a star shape into 
the end. 

 Look at Vincent van Gogh – Starry Night and re-create our own 

 Look at Story Bots solar system songs 

 
 


