
 

 

 

 

Breaking Boundaries Issue: 9  
Date: Monday 23th January 2017 

Newsletter from the  

Greenside Film Factory 
Camera   Sound Lights Camera   Sound Lights 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
I hope you have all had a good couple of weeks, at greenside we have got in to the stride of the new 
term, always rather strangely called ‘spring’ but here we are in week 3 and working hard to get that fine 
line balance in class of practicing our skills, reinforcing our knowledge and applying alongside ensuring 
we introduce and explore new ideas and learning. This is the point in the academic year where lots of 
students start to make accelerated progress as they become more comfortable with the standards of 
their year group and start to shine! I hope that those parents/ carers who joined us for the Maths 
update, the Learning Walk and/ or our Reception information hour this week gained an insight in to our 
the National Curriculum and DfE expectations and how we interpret these at Greenside.  
 
Please see the message below from George Webber regarding 100% attendance day. We have never 
managed to achieve a day at Greenside where every student is present! We are really focusing on 
achieving this – our students are adamant we can do it! Our next try is Tuesday 24th January – may we 
please urge every parent/ carer to try to get their daughter/ son to Greenside that day – it would be 
quite a an extraordinary achievement! 
 
1. Homework Thoughts? 
As you are aware in our last Newsletter we requested any thoughts parents/ carers had regarding 
Homework. We had only 2 families who sent in any thoughts on the subject. Two other parent/ carers 
spoke with me. As a staff we are looking at our policy and practice and, we will, of course, take those 2 
viewpoints in to consideration. As a result of the feedback we will, inevitably, make the assumption that 
people are happy with things as they currently stand. We will publish any changes in the coming weeks. 
 
2. Y6 – The Year of the Tests 
Well done to all our Y6 students who have return to Greenside ready for the challenge of the tests this 
year. They have just 11 school weeks left before they take their Key Stage 2 tests – they are already 
working really hard and we are there to support them every step of the way. If you have a daughter/ son 
in Y6 please keep in close contact with Robin Yeats so that we can do everything together to ensure 
their success. 
 
3. Charity & Celebration 
We are very proud of our Y6 Head Girl and Boy Team who has made a huge proposal to all the 
students within The Elliot Foundation to set up a Charity & Celebration project this year. Hick and 
Student Voice wrote the poem below to kick-start their work and the whole team made a short 
promotional video that you can view on our You-Tube Channel. There will lots to share with families 
over the coming months as TEF students aim to raise money to help Refugee children. For the rest of 
this half term we will be asking everyone to see if they have any loose change that they can bring it as 
part of our collection – literally every penny will count! 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
Charity & Celebration – Peace 

 
The Elliot Foundation 

With schools of celebration 
Together we make a difference 

Together we can change the world! 
 

The Elliot Foundation students 
Have set a challenge this year 

To share our talents and to help the world 
To raise money with no fear 

To organize charitable events 
An Arts week and promote Peace 

To help end unhappiness, for unfairness to cease 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception Class – Bake Sale 
During SMSC this week, we discussed refugees and charity. The children in Reception learned that a  
refugee is someone who was forced to leave their home due to war or disaster. The students in            
Reception decided that they would like to help raise money to support the refugees by having a bake 
sale. "Let's bake some cakes!" they said. 
 
Y5 SMSC Comments 
"Its devastating because 75 children starve per week. They don't have a choice but you do!" Isabella.  
"Refugees are part of humanity and we can't leave them behind!" Lois 
"Be the change you want to see in the world" Amber 
"In 2011, there were roughly 26.4 million people displaced by conflict." Omar 
"Let's all be as one and help the refugees" Liza 
 
4. Green-House Crews 
This term our Crews are exploring big questions, writing and  
presenting Ted Talks and curating a Photographic Exhibition. 
 
Crew 1 - Changing the World! 
"Those who are crazy enough to think they can change the world, 
are the ones that do." - Steve Jobs. Well, in that case, Crew 1 is  
crazy because we think we can! We have been exploring how we 
can change the world and looked at some people who have 
changed the world through their peaceful actions and speeches 
such as Ghandi's Salt March and Martin Luther King's "I have a 
dream" speech. Now Crew 1 are turning their attentions to the topic 
of technology and the moralistic role it has in our world. We have 
some great ideas worth sharing so look out for the Number 1 Crew! 

We urge you all 
To join together and have a ball 

Help us to raise money 
By doing something funny 

A sponsored walk, a 5 a side matches? 
A fashion show, a game of catch? 

The Great Elliot Bake Off could become a sale 
If we collaborate we can’t fail! 

 
Together we’re unstoppable 

To make a change and show we care 
Let’s celebrate and work for charity 

And make the word more fair 
 

Choose a week next July 
Get ready to fly 

When we take on the Arts 
With competitive hearts 

In each of our regions we’ll showcase our talent 
And put together art work of peace in our Elliot office 

 
Finally in September we’ll share a day of peace and calm 

The day when no one will come to harm 
Symbolizing our commitment to peace so strong 

Representing our voices through song 
Please come and join us 

Help us achieve our collective goal 
Elliot Foundation Staff and students; one and all 

 
By Hick Shuttleworth (Poet Laureate) and Student Voice 



Crew 2 - What is Art For? 
Crew 2 is very excited to be getting started on our GreenHouse of Ideas work. We are 
looking at our big question: what is art for? We are exploring art as something that can 
make us happy, make us think, make us feel better about things and as something that 
has a purpose - all of this will contribute to our idea worth sharing in our TED talk. In our 
first session we did some research into key art movements and had a go at making some 
pieces of art that reflected our four key areas. This week we went to Tate Britain and 
had a wonderful time (we'll tell you more in the next Newsletter!) 
Crew 2 really enjoyed thinking about and discussing the world of art and we are really 
looking forward to our term of learning.   
 
Crew 3 - Happiness 
We are ecstatic to begin exploring the idea of happiness. This week we began asking 
the most obvious question; What is happiness? It wasn't as easy to define as we 
thought it would be. This term we will be exploring our own ideas of what happiness is and what makes 
us happy. We already can't take the smiles of our face!  
 
Crew 4 - It's Not Fair 
Crew 4 got off to a great start last week thinking about what fairness and unfairness means to them. We 
created photographs based on Jeremy Bentham's principle of the 'greatest good for the greatest number' 
and debated what we could do in our lives to make things fairer. It was great to see such well-developed 
thinking and debating skills from students throughout the school. We look forward to our Ted Talks and to 
sharing them with our parents/ carers 
 
Crew 5 – What Makes a Good Life? 
Crew 5 has begun the term with their big idea of ‘What Makes a Good Life?’ It is only week two and     
already we have had some great discussions on how a good life is different for different people. Sofia in 
Y5 says: ‘I’ve enjoyed learning about good living and inspiring people such as Ryan Hreljac, who built 
hundreds of wells in Africa that have provided clean water for countries all over Africa.” Hannah in Y4 
says: “We have made our first TED Talks based on Africa's water situation.” Ms. Vandepas and  
Ms. Williams cannot wait to see how their students decide to make their world good for themselves and 
others! 
 
5. Key Stage 1 - Value Cards 
Ms. Medcalf explains: “Y1 are always striving to improve their learning, personal skills 
and take lots of pride when they earn a value card. These cards are given to students 
for achieving our KS1 values and link beautifully in to our World Ready Programme. 
This week Roan received an independent task for his independent research on Crew 
Day. 
Ayodeji earned himself a manners and respect card for always entering the classroom 
sensibly in the morning. Well done to all our students!” 
 
6. Year 2 & 3 Trip To The Science Museum 
Ms. Webber tells us: “Last week Y2 & Y3 students set off on a trip to the Science Museum. Both classes 
are using the film Paper Planes as inspiration for all our STAR day learning this term. This film is about a 
young boy who lives in a small town in Western Australia. He finds out he has a talent for making paper 
planes and as part of this, he looks to both the natural world and the science of flight to help with his  
designs. We explored the flight galleries at the museum - looking at the history of flight, aircraft design 
and the wonderful array 
of engines! It was a 
great trip and really  
inspired us with our 
learning. Watch out for 
all of our paper planes!” 



7. World Ready – 100% Attendance and Kidzania 
 "Good things come to those who attend." Our new motto for attendance at Greenside! So many fabulous 
things happen at Greenside and good attendance is absolutely key to student progress. We have planned 
our first 100% attendance day of the year - it is going to be Tuesday 24th January. Please do support 
our initiative and help us to get that 100%! 
 
Ben Johnson made his 1st ever visit to Kidzania with some of our World Ready students! He reports: “Two 
weeks ago students that had attained 100% attendance in the autumn term had the opportunity to go to 
Kidzania in Westfield. Kidzania is a world within a world, designed to give children opportunities to work in 
retail in a safe child-friendly space.  
Our 44 Greenside students who visited had a wonderful time exploring Kidzania and relished the  
opportunities to try out real-life jobs and earn money. Some students managed to save up enough Kidzo's 
to buy a Kidzania credit card and someone even managed to complete a degree at the Kidzania  
University! Furthermore this was an opportunity for students to develop their world ready skills as many 
jobs required them to work closely in teams (as police patrolling the city) whilst others needed leadership 
skills (as firemen putting out mock fires). 
Our students were amazing in their attitude and behaviour and an absolute credit to Greenside. All in all 
the students enjoyed the day and took home many memories of their trip”. 

 
8. Our Learning Garden in action! 
Ms. Pearson writes to us: “Ahoy there! 
This half term thematic film is Finding Dory and we are doing lots of   
exploration with our ICB theme topic this half term: water and weather 
and the focus in the Learning Garden is on pirates. First the students 
built a pirate camp, dressed up and explored the treasure chest that had 
been left for them to find. Any pirate not working hard enough on the list 
of 'pirate jobs' had to walk the plank! While in class Reception have 
been finding out about The Titanic so in the garden we have been      
investigating how many people are left on a sinking ship after the lifeboats have left in order to learn 
about subtraction.  
Last week we came to Greenside to find that all the toys in the water tray were frozen and everyone had 
fun freeing them and seeing how long ice takes to melt in cold weather. We continue with our life on the 
ocean waves until we break up. It's a pirate’s life for us!” 
 
9. Community Caribbean 
Lunch Day is nearly here! 
We are excited that next week 
our parents/ carers will be joining 
our Lunch Team to cook a fab 
Caribbean Lunch as part of our 
Food Experience.  
 

 



10. Mary Poppins Corridors 
Our students had lots of fun working on our Film Immersion Days and exploring Mary Poppins – we 
thought we would share some of our corridor displays below – do pop in and see them in ‘real life’! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Home Learning Challenge 
I’m setting a rather different challenge this week. In our Entrance/ Foyer at Greenside we have an  
interesting installation representing our Green-House concept. 
I am inviting students to contribute to this exhibit but writing ‘big questions’ that challenge everyone in 
their thinking. These could be about ideas relating to your daughter/ son’s class film text or book. They 
could relate to their Thursday Crew ideas or they could be big questions about the world that your  
daughter/ son is interested in. Last week when I was talking to a group of Y4 students about the idea they 
asked: ‘Why do we sleep?’ and ‘Do babies dream?’ 
I would like students to write their question(s) but to also present them in an interesting way to display. 
They might paint it, make it in a 3D shape or simply write it in large letters so we can hang it from the  
ceiling. The aim is to have interesting questions that we can share and display in the Entrance/ Foyer – 
have fun! 
 
12. Greenside Dates 2017-2018 
Please see below the term and holiday dates for our next academic year. May I urge you not to book any 
holidays or trips for students in term time – thank you! 

 GREENSIDE – Dates – 2017-2018 

AUTUMN TERM   

Autumn Term 1 
Monday 4th September - Friday 20th October 2017 

CPD Days - Mon 4th September & Tuesday 5th Sept – Greenside closed to  

Half-term Monday 23rd October - Friday 27th October 2017 

Autumn Term 2 Monday 30th October - Wednesday 20th December 2017 

Christmas break Thursday 21 December 2017 – Monday 1st January 2018 

    

SPRING TERM   

Spring Term 1  Tuesday 2nd January - Friday 9th February 2018 

Half-term Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 2018 

Spring Term 2  Monday 19th February - Thursday 29th March 2018 

Easter break Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April 2018 

    

SUMMER TERM   

Summer Term 1  Monday 16th April - Friday 25th May 2018 (excluding May Day) 

Half-term Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June 2018 

Summer Term 2 Monday 4th June - Friday 20th July 2018 

Summer break Monday 23th July 2018 onwards 



13. Greenside Stars 
A big ‘well done to our two special Greenside Screen Stars this week – Romilly and Lorenzo. They have 
shown the best learning that our Greenside students are capable of and not just this week!  
Our congratulations go to all the students named below too. 
 

Greenside Stars of the Week 

Nursery 

Amayah for working hard in Phonics 

Remi for her amazing name writing! 

Reception 

Romilly for beginning to learn phase 4 sounds in phonics 

Sasha for applying the 'ng' sound in her writing 

Y1 

Ritaj for enthusiastic discussion about how we could help refugees. 

Leo for writing a wonderful reason for why he would like to live in space. 

Y2 

Mirelly for trying her best in Maths and being honest with her learning 

Msgna for his fabulous paper plane making skills 

Y3 

Mahdiya for her interesting SMSC questions 

Sean for his achievements in our Maths fractions learning. 

Y4 

Elodie for taking a tour for some Greenside visitors 

Jess for a wonderful Home Learning Challenge  

Y5 

Ella for the sun she created as a Tibetan Torma she showed remarkable attention to detail. 

Eliyas for great reasoning during our Dalai Lama (should he stay or leave Tibet) debate. 

Y6 

Maya for brilliant work on finding missing angles. 

Muhiadin for being an excellent chairperson during reading tree analysis of the Lord of the Flies.  

 

Greenside Sports Star of the Week 

Nursery 

Mimi for her great partner work throwing and catching the ball. 

Reception 

Lilac for her excellent throwing and catching skills 

Y1 

Sonia for always giving 100% in dance 

Y2 

Malik for his teamwork and enthusiasm for sport 

Y3 

Lorenzo for his long jump last week and real growing confidence! 

Y4 

Amir for persistent effort 

Y5 

Manel for putting in her best efforts and beating her personal best! Well done! 

Y6 

Geordenia for showing good high jump technique. 

 

 



14. Dates for your Diary 

 

Have a wonderful two weeks ahead! 

 

 

 

Karen Bastick-Styles (Executive Head – Greenside) 

 

 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

      

Week 4     

Tuesday 24th January All Day Greenside 100% Attendance Day! 

Wednesday 25th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 27th January PM Mayor’s Cup Football 

      

Week 5     

W/C Monday 30th January All Week Data Capture 3 Week 

Monday 30th January All Day Nursery Trip to Princess Memorial Garden 

Tuesday 31st January All Day Reception Trip to Princess Memorial Garden 

Wednesday 1st February Lunch Caribbean Lunch at Greenside – cooked by Parents/ carers 

Wednesday 1st February 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

      

Week 6     

Wednesday 8th February AM Reception height and weight check 

Wednesday 8th February 3.30pm Valentine’s Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 9th February 9.00am E-Safety & ICT session for parents/ carers 

Thursday 9th February 6.00pm Public Event – 5-Minute Theatre – Big Ideas! 

Friday 10th February PM Mayor’s Cup Football 

Friday 10th February 3.30pm Half Term Holiday begins! 


