
 

 

 

 

Breaking Boundaries Issue: 8  
Date: Friday 6th January 2017 

Newsletter from the  

Greenside Film Factory 
Camera   Sound Lights Camera   Sound Lights 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers 

A very happy new year to you all – we all hope that 2017 will be a happy and peaceful year for you, 
your family and the world. We shall begin with such optimism at Greenside as we look to our young 
people to give us confidence and faith in the future. If they all remain such lovely people then the future 
looks so much brighter! 

Finally you may have seen our new-year message on the website but just in case these are the words 
we want to share with you all in January 2017. 

Best wishes and here’s to a successful term ahead. 

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 
House of Ideas 

 

Dear Greenside Community and Friends 

 

Welcome to Greenside and welcome to 2017! 

We are delighted that you have found your way to our web-site whether you are a student,  

parent/ carer, prospective family or discovering us in another professional capacity. 

 

We have begun the spring term 2017 with a ‘big bang’ – our Film Factory has moved direction slightly 
again to become The Green-House: a house of big ideas and we will be exploring big philosophical 

concepts, studying interesting and challenging films and texts and spending our Thursday Crew days 
producing TED Talks and curating a photographic Exhibition. 

 

The Green House of Ideas is all about exploring the world, questioning the world and thinking about 
how we see the world we are a part of. 

We will be exploring Social Justice, asking is the world fair and how can we change it. 

 

On Fridays we will continue with our weekly Big Write and we are excited to introduce a weekly  

Messy Maths every Friday morning to give our students an intriguing Maths challenge each week. 

 

We will be looking at be challenging the minds of our students in ways to make them curious, excited 
and inspired to change the world! 

 

We will also be writing and performing pieces of 5-Minute Theatre 

 

We hope you will enjoy the journey of ideas with us over the term ahead. 

 

Parents/ carers please look out for your e-mail Newsletter every other Friday (starting on 6th January) 
and check out the Screen in the Playground/ Hall for regular updates and quick news items. 

 

Finally we are very lucky to have appointed Georgina Webber as our new Interim Deputy Head for the 
next 2 terms to work alongside Robin Yeats – we wish George lots of success in her new role. 

 

Wishing everyone a peaceful and exciting 2017 and a wonderful Greenside term! 

 

 



1. Staffing update 
We are so happy to welcome Laura Vandepas back each Thursday starting this week. Laura will return 
for 4 days a week from 20

th
 February but meanwhile we look forward to her talents and laughter being 

part of Greenside again – welcome back Laura! 
This comes at a time when we have now had news from Amber Simpson. Amber has been unwell for a 
few weeks now and due to ill health she has decided to take a career break and give up teaching at this 
point in her life. We all wish Amber a happy 2017. 
I am pleased to say that Vernee Samuel will teach Y4 for Monday – Wednesday this half term and  
Caroline Allen will teach the Friday Big Write and Messy Maths sessions. We will, of course, be meeting 
candidates and interviewing potential Teachers this week and we will keep you updated when we have 
news. Robin Yeats will continue using his time teaching the delightful Y6 as a high priority. 
 
Finally George Webber takes up an Interim Deputy Head post with us for the spring and summer term: 
congratulations George! She will remain teaching Y2 but work alongside Robin and me as part of the  
Senior Leadership Group and take on a number of new roles this term. Most significantly she will lead 
and line manage Key Stage 1 (Y1 and Y2) and Y3. If you have any questions or queries relating to  
students in this key stage George is your person to contact: georginaw@greensideschool.org 
Kimberley Buchan will continue to lead and line manage EYFS (Nursery and Reception) and Robin Yeats 
continues his work with Key Stage 2 and leading Greenside on those days when I am elsewhere. 
Please remember if you have a question or want to talk about something – so matter how seemingly 
small then please e-mail and we will be in touch a.s.a.p. 
 
2. STAR Days – Medium Term Plans 
Over the holiday we had a chance to review the DC2 results for all of our students and we are all set to 
practice those skills that need reinforcing and to start the new learning for the term. Please check the 
website Class STAR Day plans to get an overview of the Learning Experiences your daughter/ son will 
have this half term. Do check in with their Class teacher if you want to talk about DC2 and please keep 
working on spellings and Maths timetables at home. Mathletics is proving very popular as part of our 
Home Learning progamme. Do contact your daughter/ son’s Class Teacher if you have any questions at 
all. 
 
3. Big Ideas in STAR Days 
Our Greenside Film Screening on Wednesday was the extraordinary Mary Poppins – full of big questions 
about families, money & capitalism, Edwardian London, rights for women and of course in terms of a film 
it is one of the first to use animation and people. On Wednesday – Friday students explored issues  
arising from the film and have been having fun using their Maths to design and make kites too. 
Next week they will all begin their work inspired by their class film and book and there are some great 
choices. 
 
Nursery and Reception students ‘Find Nemo’. 
Our Nursery students were so excited to get back to school this term and begin our learning all about 
Finding Nemo, water, and weather. We've already made some sea animal decorations for our classroom 
and we love the underwater sea cave in our home corner where we can hide our pirate jewels and count 
our gold coins!  
This term we will be learning all about animals that live in the sea, their different features and also their 
habitats. We will also be learning about the importance of water, the different forms of water, and how we 
can help to reduce pollution in our oceans through recycling. We can't wait to share all of our fantastic 
learning with you over the weeks to come. 
Happy New Year and welcome back Reception! We have a lot of exciting things planned for this half term 
including a trip to the Princess of Wales' Memorial Playground and learning about the Titanic as part of 
our water and weather topic. Please continue to let us know about all of the wonderful things you've been 
working on at home through our 'Wow' forms. 
 
Flinstones Meets the Jetsons – and promise fun for Y1! 
We are very excited to be back for another busy term. Elroy's time machine has been serviced and is 
ready for us as we explore The Flinstones and the age they live in as well as aspiring to the marvellous 
inventions seen in The Jetsons. The big question is; ‘Will our Earth live long enough for us to enjoy these 
inventions?’. We will also be tackling the big issue that is Climate Change!  
This week we have enjoyed reliving the world of Mary Poppins. We have explored the big ideas in the film 
through our writing and STEM projects. Here are some of our imaginary worlds created by our students.  
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Y2 – Beautiful Kites! 
It was so lovely to welcome all our Y2 students back at the start of this term. We have been working  
together to explore the wonderful world of Mary Poppins. Together we have explored the story, built sets, 
created our own imaginary worlds and constructed beautiful kites.The kites became our STEM project as 
we explored how to measure and how to make a design that would fly best. Then we were able to go out 
to the playground and fly them! Well done to all our KS1 students for working so well together and here's 
to a fabulous term of leaning. 
 
Y3 – Kites and Planes 
Welcome back to Everyone in Y3 and what an exciting term ahead we have for our learning. Mary  
Poppins filled us with big ideas about the world of London in Edwardian times as we looked at song and 
extract of feeding the birds. Our students loved the animation and dancing penguins! 
This term we will be exploring the big questions arising from Paper Planes and building on all our English 
and STEM skills from last term – watch this space for more information and so look at our Medium Term 
Learning plan on the web-site. 
 
Fantastic Y4 
Welcome back to all our Y4 students and families. This term, our class text will be the heart warming  
Disney film, Meet The Robinsons. We hope you will join us in discovering this tale of adventure,  
inventions and a delightfully eccentric family! As Mary Poppins says, "in every job that can be done, there 
is an element of fun. You find the fun and, snap, the job's a game!"  In Y4, this week we have analyzed 
the film; sung the songs; created life-sized penguins; discussed the ethics of banking and some of us 
have even learnt how to spell Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! Y4 have truly embraced the sprit of Mary 
Poppins.  
 
Y5 enjoy Mary Poppins and then 7 Years in Tibet  
It has been lovely to welcome back Y5 this term and find out about all the wonderful things they have 
been doing over the holidays! This week we have been exploring Mary Poppins, which led to a thought 
provoking debate into the Suffragette movement and women's rights across the world. We also designed 
and created kites to fly high over the rooftops of Shepard's Bush - some made it higher than others! A 
great start and now ready to explore the Himalayas and the mystical world of Tibet through our new film 
text 7 years in Tibet...  
 
Y6 – Tests and Texts 
Y6 have returned from the holidays raring to go for the spring term and the push to their end of year  
examinations. They have been inspired by Mary Poppins and 'Let's go fly a kite' to explore everything  
related to triangles in kites including: finding the area of triangles (do you know the formula?), different 
types of triangles and their properties, Pythagoras theory and finished by designing and building their own 
kites to fly in the playground. Y5 and 6 both took to the playground to fly their kites up in the atmosphere, 
up where the air is clear! They all did a fantastic job and all of the kites flew but there were 2 clear  
winners - Amber (Y5) and Anastasia (Y6) whose kites flew the highest. Why don't you go and fly a kite! 
We are so excited that our next text is Lord of the Flies – don’t tell everyone! 

 
 
 



4. Home Learning  
Our 1st 2017 Home Learning Challenge considers the concept of ‘Time Travel’. 
We are asking students to think about whether they believe time travel is physically or logically possible 
and either: 

Choose a period of time or moment in history that they would like to travel back to and tell us why. 
Design or make a machine that could travel back in time 
Write about their thoughts on time travel 
Design or make a Greenside flag to be taken back in time on a time travel adventure to be left in a 

different time in history 
This assignment can be completed by students of any/ all age groups. We hope you will encourage your 
daughter/ son to try one! Assignments should be handed to KBS by Friday 20th January. 
 
Parent/ Carers – Please join us! 

On Tuesday 17th January at 9.00am Robin Yeats will be running a Maths update workshop for  
parents/ carers to talk about how we teach Maths and changes to the Curriculum.  
After the Maths Workshop parents/ carers are invited to stay for a while and join me on a Learning 

Walk to see our classes at work in the STAR Day learning – we held a number of these last  
academic year and they were really popular and useful experiences. We can only accommodate a 

given number of people so please e-mail me at kbs@greensideschool.org by the end of Friday 
13th January if you would like to join us for the morning. 

On Thursday 17th January our Nursery & Reception parents/ carers are invited to an Information Hour 
to learn more about EYFS – learning, curriculum and assessment.  

We hope many of you will ne able to come along to these sessions. 
 

5. Homework Thoughts? 
We are looking at how we see home learning within each class at the moment. As you are aware there is 
always a myriad of different theories about the purpose and impact of home learning for primary and  
secondary students and at Greenside, it is time for us to review our practice. If you have any thoughts on 
the amount, regularity or type of learning that you think could be useful for your daughter or son please 
send me an e-mail with your thoughts by next Friday (13th January) for us to consider in our review. Many 
thanks in anticipation. 
 
6. 100% Attendance Day 
Ms Webber tells us: “We have planned another day where we hope to reach our 100% Attendance target 
- Tuesday 24th January. We are really grateful for your ongoing support with these days. Come on 
Greenside, let's make it happen - 100% Attendance here we come!” 
 
7. Greenside Stars 
This week we are recognizing just one student from each class in our STAR section – over the 1st 3 days 
of term the following students already been noticed for great effort and achievements by their Teachers – 
well done! 
 
Greenside Stars of the Week 
Nursery 
Richie for his enthusiasm about our topic this term! 
Reception 
Mimosa for remembering all of her phase 3 sounds and applying them to her writing. 
Y1 
Louis G for brilliant problem solving on our Fly A Kite day. 
Y2 
Zion for his wonderful creative work on Mary Poppins and for trying so hard. 
Y3 
Airen for his determination this week and for offering help to others in the class  
Y4 
Ruben for stepping up to explain our learning to visitors and for looking after our new student.  
Y5 
The whole-class for a really positive start from everyone to the term and valiant efforts at kite crafting! 
Y6 
Dishawn who has shown an excellent positive attitude and resilience when facing challenges.  
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8. Dates for your Diary 

With warm wishes for the term ahead 

Karen  

 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

      

Week 1     

Tuesday 3rd January All Day Staff CPD Day 

Wednesday 4th January 8.55am Students return to Greenside for spring term. 

Green-House – Big Ideas - Screening of Mary Poppins 

Wednesday 4th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 6th January All Day Autumn Term - 100% Attendance Trip to Kidzania – World 
Ready 

Friday 6th January All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 2     

Tuesday 10th January All Day Y2 ad Y3 Trip to Science Museum 

Wednesday 11th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

      

Week 3     

Tuesday 17th January 9.00am Maths Update & Workshop for parents/ carers 

Learning Walk of STAR Day sessions for parents/ carers 

      

Wednesday 18th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 19th January 9.00am EYFS Information Hour for parents/ carers 

Friday 20th January All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 4     

Wednesday 25th January 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 27th January PM Mayor’s Cup Football 

      

Week 5     

All Week   Data Capture 3 Week 

Wednesday 1st February 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

      

Week 6     

Wednesday 8th February AM Reception height and weight check 

Wednesday 8th February 3.30pm Valentine’s Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 9th February 9.00am E-Safety & ICT session for parents/ carers 

Thursday 9th February 6.00pm Public Event – 5-Minute Theatre – Big Ideas! 

Friday 10th February PM Mayor’s Cup Football 

Friday 10th February 3.30pm Half Term Holiday begins! 


