
 

 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 

Welcome to 25th November and another Greenside Newsletter. We hope this will keep you updated 
with our learning and activities and ensure you are involved as much as possible in the life of our 
wonderful Film Factory. We are more than half way through the half term already and it’s been great this 
week visiting classes and seeing the English and STEM learning inspired by The Life of Pi, Back to the 
Future, Narnia, The Wild Thornberries and The Lorax - so many creative ideas and lots of Maths 
concepts too. 
 

We have booked a couple of TEF ‘Inspections’ this week and next so we will be able to show our skills 
and strengths and get some constructive feedback on our current teaching and learning at Greenside. 
 

We welcomed Rachel Donaldson as our new Y4 Teacher last week and we are delighted she has joined 
us at Greenside. She is also working with Film Crew 2 each Thursday and leading a Friday Charity 
Specialism group. Rachel is a real outdoor learning expert and so we look forward to her developing this 
area of expertise with us. 
 

Do check out the calendar for the end of event term arrangements. 
We have an EYFS Nativity planned with some carol singing from our KS1 and KS2 students too. 
 

 
We have a KS1 and KS2 Christmas sharing morning - which promises to be exciting. 
We are also combining our Film Crew event with a performance of Metamorphosis by some of our 
Y6 students. The plan is to unveil our Continents Sculptures and then screen our Short Films at the 
end of the day on Thursday 14th December - with hot chocolate and treats! We are then inviting 
families to pop over to Hammersmith Academy where we will be performing the Kafka play with 
authenticity and passion! 

 

Stop Press…A reminder that tomorrow – Saturday 25th November is our much anticipated Greenside 
PSA Winter Fair. See you all there! 
Karen 
 
 
 
1. Message from the Head of School 
 

Dear Greenside Community 

Can you believe we are already half way through this half term! 
This week the whole school took part in an art competition sponsored by our neighbouring business 
RPM entitled 'What is the True Magic of Winter?' The students could interpret this in any way they liked, 
using any medium they liked. Once the day was over, an esteemed panel of judges from RPM and 
Greenside staff toiled over a short list of winners. All the art-work was wonderful and it was great to see 
the different interpretations across the whole school. 
RPM have something very cool planned for the winners so watch this space! 
 

The end of term Christmas preparations are now also in the pipeline. The EYFS Nativity is always the 
jewel in any Christmas celebration; while the rest of the school are pairing up classes to offer 3 different 
insights into the wonder of Christmas. We will release more details a little closer to the time. We are of 
course looking forward to the Winter Fair this weekend. A big thank you to the PSA and all those people 
who have helped and contributed to making the day happen. Let's keep our fingers crossed for a 
beautiful winter's day. I look forward to seeing everyone there for seasonal festivities and fun! 
Robin Yeats – Head of School 
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2. Sharing Events 
 

a) Y6 perform Kafka play 
 
If you would like to come over to Hammersmith Academy at 6.00pm on Thursday 14th December to see 
some of our Y6 students perform Metamorphosis tickets are available from KBS for the performance - £1 
for adults (for charity). 

 
b) GGL Federation - Student Voice Meeting 

Non-Uniform Day - Tuesday 5th December 

We were very proud of our Greenside students who represented us so beautifully at Lena Gardens last 
week. Students from each year group Y1 - Y6 met to discuss how they can make each School better and 
what things we might do together to improve our learning, our Federation and the World. A number of fab 
activities were proposed, debated and accepted and they will take place over the year. The 1st event that 
the students have organized is a non-uniform day on Tuesday 5th December. Students across the      
Federation will all wear cosy winter jumpers and donate a coin for charity - we will think about people less 
fortunate than us on that day and aim to raise £500 across the 3 academies - students are asked to do-
nate a coin - if this can be a 50p or £1 that’s great otherwise we ask you to support the Greenside      
mantra ‘every penny, every ‘p’ goes to help a refugees and just bring in any loose change that day. 
Please also see the Home Learning Challenge this week which is also a Student Voice led initiative. 
Loveday and her Student Leadership Group will be very busy in the months ahead! 

 
 



 

3. Parent/ Carer Events & Information 
 

a) EYFS - Link and Learn - Phonics 

Thank you to all the parents/ carers who attended our phonics workshop last week to learn more about 
phonics, what it is, and why we teach it. It was great to see so many family members and representatives 
come along, and we really hope it was useful and informative. 
Next week on Wednesday 29th, to follow up on this workshop, we are offering all parents/ carers the    
opportunity to come into class in Nursery or Reception to see their daughter/ son’s phonics learning in  
action. All details on timings have been emailed to EYFS parents/ carers, please email your class teacher 
as soon as possible to let them know which morning slot you are able to attend. We look forward to seeing 
you then! 
 
 

b) Claire Davies - Recent Adventures! 

Hi everyone! It is great to be back at Greenside after a wonderful 5 weeks back at home in Melbourne, 
Australia! 
I have been back to my ‘home school’ in Australia as part of my project that allows me to be over here in 
London. While I was there I was also able to do some great things. 
I visited my Nan for her 96th birthday as well as attend two of my closest friend’s weddings. I had a great 
time catching up with my family, my friends and even popping in to say hello to my past students at my 
‘old’ primary school. They couldn't believe how cold it is in London and that no one really has a big back-
yard - things are certainly different back in Australia! Y3 and Y4 are experts on Australia now, having seen 
lots of my pictures. They also enjoyed sampling a famous Australian biscuit, the 'Tim Tam' which they say 
tastes a bit like a 'Penguin' biscuit you have here. 
Best wishes - Claire Davies 
 

c) Spring Term Clubs 

Please see the attached information ready for January 2018! 
 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 
 

This week we are proud to focus on the writing that has been taking place at Greenside in our STAR Days 
- it’s such a joy at this point in the year to see the accelerated progress being made. We hope you enjoy 
this summary. 
 

Nursery 

In Nursery, we are working on learning to write letters. In all the things we do around the class and    
learning garden, we are learning that we can use the letters we know to convey meaning and write initial 
letter sounds of the words we want to write. This week as part of our learning about the book ‘Brown Bear 
Brown Bear’, Amber was able to write a ‘r’ for red and ‘b’ for bird to label the picture she’d just drawn. 
 
Reception - role play 

While role playing with Ms O'Byrne in the home corner, Wojciech at-
tempted to take her order and write "popcorn" and "curry." 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ishaq was captioning the characters from the story "Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What do you See?" He was able to sound out and 
write "black sheep" and "white dog." 
 
 

 



 

Y1 – Dream Time 

In our Y1 STAR Day writing we have been looking at different types of            
Aboriginals. 
We enjoyed writing our own Dream-Time stories and looking at the similarities 
and differences that we had with Inuit children. We are getting to be such      
confident writers now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Y2 - Meeting Aslan! 

In Y2 we have been using the scenes and the characters from Narnia to inspire our writing. Last week we 
took a trip with Mr and Mrs Beaver to find Aslan! We discussed and chose the items we thought we would 
need the most on our voyage and used because to give a reason. We took everything from a compass to 
sausages and mash, but all not without a good reason! This week we met the character of Father     
Christmas and he had brought the children in Narnia tools not toys in the form of items to defeat the White 
Witch. We designed and reasoned about items Father Christmas could bring us to help in the battle, we 
used exclamation marks to make it clear to our reader about the wonderful, magical features each items 
had. Invisibility cloaks and fire swords were among the most popular, and very practical in Narnia if I do 
say so myself! 
 
 
Y3 - Inspired by Hill Valley 

Y3 have been inspired to become more interesting writers this week with the help of Marty! 
We have been polishing up our GPS skills too. We have focused on using comparative adjectives in order 
to help us to compare the settings in Back to the Future. These words have helped us to visualise the 
differences between Marty's life in Hill Valley in 1985 and the lives of his parents in the same town in 
1955. We have created diary entries written from Marty's perspective, which we have been adding entries 
to on a weekly basis. Our other focus has been the use of conjunctions to show cause and time. These 
words have helped us to think about ways of extending our sentences and our diary entries are becoming 
more and more detailed as a result. 
 
 
Y4 - Marty’s Thoughts 

Y4 have been immersed in Back to the Future writing and have been imagining Marty’s thoughts and 
feelings in diary entries. As he journeys through the past and present they have written their                  
interpretations of what they think has been going through his head - using past tense, first person and 
time connectives! 
 
 
Y5 - Emotions for Pi 
For the last few weeks, Year 5 have been selecting key scenes from the film Life of Pi. We have used 
each one to explore a different element of the film - some writing focused on building suspense while   
others looked at the character's emotions after his traumatic experience. Students have learnt new    
grammatical and punctuation skills such as using semicolons and colons. One of my favourite pieces of 
writing from Y5 was by Laia whose use of interesting vocabulary made it very enjoyable to read. 
 
 

Y6 

Y6 have been really challenged by our film The Life of Pi this half term and it has inspired some           
incredible writing from the students. Each week we have looked at a scene from the film and written the 
narrative to turn to the cinematography into words. So far we have written about the opening credits      
sequence with the wonderful Indian zoo setting, the terrible storm that causes the boat to sink and the  
moment that Pi is cast adrift in the lifeboat with a few of the animals. Y6 have really risen to the challenge 
and showcased some very sophisticated writing skills. This has then translated into our own survival     
stories that they have created during our Friday writing sessions. Well done Y6!  



 

b) Film Crews – Across the Universe - Using the Green Screen 

Last year we had a visit from Justin Marin - one of the Directors on The Crown and he shared some 
amazing footage with us of how the elephant wildlife scenes were made using a Green Screen. This year 
we are ready to share a top tip or two with Justin and his Film Crew as we have become such experts! 
 

Green Screen 

Crew 3 have begun using the green screen for their news report film show. We have enjoyed learning  
different techniques such as playing to the 4th wall and acting within a small space. 
Special thanks to Owais in Year 6 for helping set up the lights, camera and organising the actors. 
 
5. Student Stars at Greenside 
 

Congratulations to all of our Greenside Stars of the Week - it’s a real honour to be nominated because so 
many of our students work so hard and achieve great things. 
This week we are especially proud of Lois (Y1) and Owais (Y6) for being the Greenside Screen Stars of 
the Week - they have their smiling faces on the screen in the Foyer! 
 

Greenside STARS 
 

Ella (N) for always being a great help at tidy up time 

Ayman (N) for his great enthusiasm about turning 4! 
 

Jouree  for her role as the Once-ler in the 'Hot Seat' game. 
Rufus  for solving some Lorax themed addition problems. 
 

Lois (Y1) for being so confident in her first week at Greenside. Well done Lois and a big welcome to 
Greenside. 
Fiona (Y1) for always positivity to her learning. 
 

Atia and Maisey (Y2) have both worked really hard to improve and extend their knowledge of fractions this 
week and have really impressed everyone during group work. 
 

Nicholas (Y2) for working beautifully in his Crew day group. Showing lovely compromising, sharing and 
team work skills. Really lovely to see. A real star of the week! 
 

Maisey and Andre (Y3) for their contribution to the disuccsion with Wendy Todd 
 

Caleb (Y4) for challenging his writing with weird and wonderful conjunctions in his writing. 
Kamaron (Y4) for working hard on his handwriting by forming rounded joined letters. 
 

Ella (Y5) for being determined to improve in all areas of learning as well as being a considerate member 
of the class. 
Ahmed (Y5) for a bright, positive attitude towards learning and life in general. 
 
Sofia and Abdullah (Y6) for taking the lead with their groups during the lifeboat STEM project 
Owais (Year 6) - for being a great assistant to Ms Vandepas by organising Crew 3 to use the green 
screen. 
 
6. Messages from the PSA 
 

Greenside Winter PSA Fair 

We hope to see you all at the Winter Fair tomorrow - anyone who is able to help please check in with    
Anna (our Chair) or just turn up in the morning! We are aiming to raise a record amount this year. 



 

Anna writes: 
Dear Greenside, 
Our Winter Fair is TOMORROW, SATURDAY, 25th November! Many thanks for all of your generous    
donations of toys, books, jolly jars and items for the tombola. 
We still are in need of helpers on the day, especially in the following areas: 
- at the door taking admission and selling raffle tickets 

- in the kitchen pouring hot drinks (teas, coffees and hot chocolates) 

- on the cakes stall 
- face painting (in the school hall) 

- helping out on the crafts stall 
Although the rota may look full, there are several many names listed that are working more than 1-hour 
shifts by themselves. In years past, we typically have two people per stall, and very few stalls are manned 
by more than one person at this point. So, please email Anna (singelke@gmail.com) if you are able to 
help out or add your name to the rota outside the Hall. 
Thank you - The PSA 
 

As Winter sets in, it’s hard not to dream of warm, summer days, so the only solution is to dive 
right into a pot of ice-cream and pretend it’s still summer! Bears Ice Cream at 244 Goldhawk Road 
is generously donating a mouth-watering prize to our Winter Fair raffle - free ice cream for     4 
people. Not long to wait before you find out if you have the winning ticket! They also told us about 
the brilliant ice cream-making parties they host, for up to 12 people; their Bear iCycle, which 
comes to parties held elsewhere locally; or if it’s a case of not wanting to leave the house for fear 
of being blown away by howling winds then Deliveroo will bring Bears ice-cream to your home! 
Hooray for ice-cream! 



 

7. Community Events & News 
 

1.  Attendance Update 

This week saw our 100% Attendance Day and ..... we achieved 98.5%. This was so close - we only had 4 
students away that day but it makes all the difference. Thank you to everyone for supporting us with these 
really important initiatives. We have more planned for the new year so come on Greenside, let's get that 
100%!!! 
 

3. Christmas Community Lunch 

Our student body have spoken! This year, they would love to invite our families in to help create our 
Christmas lunch. Our community lunch days have been such a huge part of the success of our Food    
Experience so we thought it would be fabulous to combine it with our Christmas lunch. If you would like to 
join in and be part of this occasion, please do get in touch with Ms Webber by Friday 8th December. 
 
8. Interesting Greenside Learning News 
 

Friday Specialism Award 

The Friday Specialisms are another fantastic element of our Greenside Film Factory. These take the form 
of a 6 week ‘course’ and aim to provide in depth sessions in small vertical learning groups. World Ready 
skills are key in these sessions and they are focused around big questions and experiences.  Over the 
course of the year, all of our students will rotate around each of the different Specialisms on offer. There is 
a real buzz around the school on a Friday morning as these groups spring into action whether they are 
learning how to iron clothes, read bus timetables, choreograph a dance routine or sharing a memory with 
an older member of our local community. Our groups include: Survival at home, Survival beyond Green-
side, Healthy Living, Arts & Peformance, We Act Community Action and Elgin Community Art &            
Storytelling. These build towards our award system and students receive a Bronze Award for each course 
they do. Specialisms really do provide a unique experience for our students and help to make them truly 
World Ready. 
 
Friday Specialism Award - The Elgin Centre 

Ms Allen and Ms Samuel tell us: “For 22 Greenside students and 2 lucky teachers Friday mornings mean 
one thing and one thing only. We do the short walk to the Elgin Community Centre (Joseph likes to play I-
spy on the way there!) We are greeted in the Elgin reception area with warm smiles from the staff and lots 
of banter. We pass the day room and smile as members of the Elgin community wave at us and say hello. 
 

Some Greenside students go to the art room where they create their own versions of paintings by Van 
Goth (‘The Starry Night’ is a particular favourite) and Picasso. As soon as our students enter the room  
Elgin members  eagerly join them and begin to create their own pictures. They draw and they talk and 
they laugh. It is an inter-generational art experience like no other. 
 

Simultaneously in another room some more Greenside students are listening to Elgin members talk about 
their lives and asking questions. Elgin members are listening to our children as they tell them about their 
new baby siblings. Last week one of the Elgin ladies told the group that she was feeling sad. Our students 
responded by showing empathy and hoping that the following week would be happier for her. She thanked 
them. Omar said in a very loud voice how much he loved the Elgin centre. We all smiled. After that every-
one played on the interactive table. Both groups spontaneously hugged each other goodbye. 
Another magical Friday morning. The picture below is of Olene and our Greensiders at the interactive   
table”. 



 

2. Trips around Town! 
 

a) Reception 

Science Museum: 

Mrs Johnstone shares: “On Monday the 20th of November, Reception went on a trip to the Science       
Museum. We had a wonderful time exploring colour and light. In the 'Pattern Pod,' we experimented with 
different colours, textures, and patterns. In the garden, we enjoyed building with the big foam blocks and 
experimenting at the water table. The students loved the various interactive exhibits within the museum. 
Here's a look at some of our favourite moments captured on camera.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b) Y1 

Last week Y1 went to Vauxhall City Farm to learn about how to take care of animals. It linked perfectly to 
our film as Eliza can speak to animals in the Wild Thornberry’s. We really enjoyed being able to touch the 
animals and learn about why they are endangered - we will, of course, be trying to save them too! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
c) Y2 

Y2 had a wonderful trip to the Natural History Museum to search for all the animals we have met in Nar-
nia. We found Mr and Mrs Beaver, Mr Fox, Cheetahs and Leopards and we even caught a glimpse of 
mighty Aslan the lion! We discussed some animals that are extinct and the impact that the changing world 
has on our wildlife. We even had time to go much further back in time and visit the dinosaurs. 



 

3. Student Leadership 

At 9.00am each Thursday lots of students at Greenside head off to their Student Leadership Groups. 
This week the Digital Leaders tell us: 
“The Digital Leaders have been busy working on some new initiatives these last few weeks. Our younger 
Digital Leaders have been exploring the Smart Table in the library and how we can use it to help their 
phonics work. They've been having great fun figuring out the different apps it has they can use them as a 
group in phonics sessions. They are all set to feedback to Ms Vandepas. 
Our other Digital Leaders have been creating a showcase of digital material for us to share with visitors, 
new staff and students. The use of iPads to show off our learning is a big part of Greenside so they 
thought it would be a good idea to create something amazing from each app to show people exactly what 
is possible with the iPads, thus inspiring them to produce something similar in their learning. They are due 
to finish these projects in the next few weeks and will upload them to the Student Google Drive and share 
them with everyone. Go DL's! “ 
 

 

 

9. Home Learning Challenge 
 

a) Phoenix Island Story Illustration 

This week our Challenge has been set by the Student Voice Leaders. We would like to invite students to 
create an illustration to go with our found story Phoenix Island. The winning entry across the Federation 
will be used as the cover for our story. Your design should be on A4 paper and you may use any materials 
- pencils, paints, water colours etc and should be as creative as possible inspired by the title Phoenix Is-
land. The Student Voice group are already looking forward to  seeing the entries - by 4th December ‘17. 
Good luck everyone! 
 

b) Into Film - Our My Local Culture Competition is now open! 
I thought some students may wish to try the Into Film competition as home! 

We're challenging your creative students to pick up their cameras, tablets or phones and 
make a short film showcasing what makes their part of the capital special. Winners will 

get the latest filmmaking equipment and industry training! 

Find out more about the competition and how to enter 

Designed in partnership with the Mayor of London's new London Borough of Culture 

initiative, this is a great way to engage young Londoners in storytelling, filmmaking and 

their local surroundings. Watch our message from the Mayor. 

Enter today 

Get filming and good luck! 

Ben Woodiwiss - Into Film 

 

 

 

10. A Secret! 
 

Our Key Stage 2 Team share their favourite children’s book and tell us why their choice is so special to 
them. 
 

Charlotte Malin - Y3: “I have two favourites. Beegu is my favourite picture book because I think that the 
way the author uses images to tell the story with very little dialogue is immensely powerful - I cried the first 
time I read it! Peter Pan and Wendy is my favourite chapter book because my dad read it to me as a 
child and I remember marvelling at what a beautiful imagination J.M Barrie had. I can still remember that 
the way to Neverland is to take take the second star to the right and fly straight ahead until morning!” 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=24215808&msgid=314800&act=EIPN&c=217478&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intofilm.org%2Fcompetitions%2F11
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=24215808&msgid=314800&act=EIPN&c=217478&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intofilm.org%2Fnews-and-views%2Farticles%2Fmy-local-culture-comp-launch
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=24215808&msgid=314800&act=EIPN&c=217478&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intofilm.org%2Fcompetitions%2F11


 

Rachel Donaldson - Y4: “The Wishing Chair by Enid Blyton. I loved the idea you could sit on a magical 
chair and wish yourself somewhere and have adventures with magicians or elves. I loved how positive the 
message was that if you hoped and wished properly it would come true. I still hope (and wish) the chair 
exists so I can find it and visit more places!” 
 

I’m sure you all remember Daniel Mahara’s sharing a couple of weeks ago!: “Where the Wild Things Are - 
I enjoy daydreaming and I appreciate Max's wild side.” 
 

George Webber - Y6: “My favourite book has to be The Wolves of Willougby Chase by Joan Aiken. It is 
set a long time ago, at a time in history that never happened, and England was overrun with wolves. The 
main characters - Bonnie and her cousin Slyvia, discover that real danger often lies closer to home. There 
is a sinister governess who shuts Bonnie in a cupboard, wolves that jump through train windows and an 
escape through the freezing night. This book always gives me goose bumps and makes my hair stand on 
end! This book is a must read for anyone who enjoys a story that keeps you on the edge of your seat - a 
really vivid and descriptive page turner!” 
 

Claire Davies - Y3 & Y4: “My favourite children's book is Guess How Much I Love You by Sam     
McBratney. I was given this book by my parents as a young child and they read it to me every night. It is a 
beautiful book about how much you can love someone in your life and i recommend it to everybody!” 
 
 

11. After School Clubs 

 

Friday 24th November 2017 
 

 
Dear Parents/ carers, 
 

The club dates for the new Spring Term are below; we will be setting up club payments via School Money 
by Monday the 27th November 2017. 
 
We are asking if you could sign up for the club you wish your daughter/ son to attend by the 8th December 
2017. This is because if we do not meet the club minimum numbers the clubs will not be able to go ahead. 
 
Please also be advised that once the clubs have started you will be unable to join so please sign up be-
fore 8th December 2017. 
 
If you need help paying by school money a user guide is available on the school website. http://
www.greensideschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Schoolmoney-Parent-user-guide.pdf 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Julie Chan-Sing and Kelly Norris 
 
Greenside Office 



 

 



 

See you all at the Winter fair. 

 

 

 

Karen Bastick—Styles Executive Head 

 

 

12. Dates for your Diary 

  

  

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Calendar – 2017-2018 

  

Autumn Term 2-  ‘17     

      

Week 5     

Tuesday 28th November 9.00am Open Morning—Prospective Families 

Wednesday 29th November 9.00am EYFS Link & Learn Family Session 

Wednesday 29th November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

   

   

Week 6   

Monday 4th December  All Day  Y3 Trip to the Science Museum 

 Wednesday 6th December   3.30pm +  Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 7th December  10.00am Open Morning—Prospective Families 

Friday 8th December +3.30pm Newsletter Published 

   

Week 7    

 Tuesday 12th December All Day Nasal Flue Vaccinations at Greenside 

Wednesday 13th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 14th December 3.30pm Public Sculpture Unveiling & Film Crew Screenings 

Thursday  14th December 6.00pm Y6 Performance of Metamorphosis—Hammersmith Academy 

Friday 15th December AM KS1 & KS2 A Greenside Christmas—Across the Universe 

   

Week 8    

Monday 18th December PM EYFS Nativity & Carols/songs 

Tuesday 19th December Lunch  Food Experience Working Group to Cook Lunch 

Tuesday 19th December  3.30pm Term Ends for students 

Happy Christmas   

   

      
 

 
 


