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Breaking Boundaries 

Newsletter from the  

Greenside Film Factory 
Camera   Sound Lights Camera   Sound Lights 

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
I am delighted to welcome you to this edition of our Greenside Newsletter. 
We have returned after the half term holiday to enjoy a couple of weeks of challenge and fun with lots of 
learning around our key shared text ‘Romeo & Juliet’.  
 
May I remind parents/ carers to check out the Medium Term plans for your daughter/ son’s class STAR 
Day learning n our web-site; these plans give an outline of the Learning Experiences and skills that will 
be covered and allow you this knowledge so that you can ask questions and engage in discussions 
about our work at home too. 
 
1. Welcome to our new Y3 Teacher 
We were fortunate to welcome Chris Comnenos on Monday to join the Greenside Team as the new Y3 
Teacher. We hope by now most Y3 parents/ carers have formally met Chris but if not please pop in and 
say ‘hello’ as soon as possible. Chris is meeting parents/ carers officially at 3.45pm today (Friday). We 
wish Chris a very long and happy time with his career at Greenside. 
Chris’ e-mail is: ccomnenos@greensideschool.org. 
Please feel free to contact him anytime. 
Chris tells us: “My warmest greeting to you at this cold time of year. My name is Mr. Comnenos and I 
have the pleasure of joining the Greenside community in Y3. 
I come from a media education background with a degree in photography with video production and 
digital imaging. My teaching experience has been across a wide range of schools across London. I look 
forward to getting to know each and everyone of you over the coming months.” 
 
2. Farewell to Ms. Tossell 
Many of you will remember when Bec Tossell arrived that she intended on staying just a short while but 
we have been fortunate to have her as a key member of our Greenside Team for more than 4 years 
now. Sadly she will be leaving us at the end of this term. Bec and her partner Liam are all set to go on a 
wonderful adventure travelling, working and learning in Uganda and Spain. We’ll tell you more about 
her amazing plans in the coming weeks but however exciting this is, we will of course, miss her terribly 
here at Greenside! 
 
3. Change of E-Mail Address 
Please note that my Greenside E-Mail address has changed to kbs@greensideschool.org. 
Apologies for the inconvenience of needing to change this! 
 
4. Class Sharing Events 
Thank you to all those parents/ carers who have attended our Greenside Class Morning Sharing 
Events. Over the last two weeks we have been entertained by songs, acing, puppets, ICT presentations 
and, of course, by the students reading and remembering their different Learning Experiences. We 
hope you enjoyed them all! 
 
5. Matilda in a Day 
At Greenside we are always ready for a challenge and this half term we are going to attempt to 
rehearse and perform ‘Matilda – the Musical’ in a day.  
This week I have been asking students to ‘sign up’ for the roles and we will allocate scenes and songs 
in advance. On Tuesday 22nd December I will need all the students who are performing to arrive by 
8.30am. They will then stay with me at 3.45pm all the way through to the performance in the evening. 
The only exception to this will be any Nursery and Reception students who will need to come to 
Greenside for a ‘normal 9.00am- 3.30pm day and then return to perform in the evening. 
It promises to be lots of fun and I do hope you will give permission to your daughter/ son to participate – 
I hope lots of students will sing or dance as part of the chorus, even if they are not soloists! 
Tickets for the performance will cost £1.00 for adults – they will need to be purchased in advance from 
the Office so that we know how many people to be ready for as our audience!  
If your daughter/ son is in Nursery or reception, Y1 or Y2 and they would like to be part of the 
performance please e-mail me by the end of the weekend! 
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6. STAR Day Learning – Romeo & Juliet  - where for art thou? Greenside of course! 
At Greenside we love connecting the learning of our students through real world scenarios. Some of our 
best learning experiences achieve this though our STEM learning projects. STEM stands for Science 
Technology Engineering & Maths. Each class creates a STEM project each half term based on their 
theme, which incorporates all of these elements. Here is an update on some of the exciting projects going 
on this half term! 
 
Y1 – Lawn  
This week we explored shape and counting through making lawn mowers for 
the Montagues & Capulets to race. We explored 3D shapes and how they 
changed when we cut them. After we had made our lawn mowers we counted 
their wheels in 2's. 
Here are our lawn mowers arriving at the Capulet's party. 
 

Y2 – Family Feuds 

This week Y2 have been exploring the theme of Feuds and Families in relation to Romeo and Juliet. In 
STEM we had been learning about odd and even numbers and we used the two gardens from Gnomeo 
and Juliet as our inspiration. We looked at the red and blue gardens and counted all the things they had 
and then sorted them in terms of odd and even numbers. Our STEM project that grew out of this was a 
series of board games inspired by the two gardens. Each group of students had to design a board game, 
decorated in the style of the film, and write a series of questions and instructions to go with it. Each   
question of course, had to be based around odd and even numbers! Well-done Y2. 

Y3 – More Family Feuds 

Y3 tell us: “This week we have explored the theme of 'Family Feuds' through a range of exciting learning 
experiences. We engaged the class through a roller coaster of curriculum areas: magnetic attractions 
and repelling forces...negative prefix shields (using mis-, dis- and un-) and comic strips that showed the 
feuds between various characters in our class film, Gnomeo and Juliet. We looked at 'feuding numbers' 
as we explored inverse operations and completed our STAR days for this week by looking at feuding  
colours: warm vs. cool as we completed some film character portraits. What a week!  We are now looking 
forward to our next exciting theme... From Italy, with love!” 
 
Y4 – Cars and Families 
This week, Year 4's STEM learning has been inspired by the iconic cars featured in Baz Luhrmann's film 
version of Romeo and Juliet. The students designed their own cars and created a maquette (a small  
model) made out of plasticine. They also learned how to work out the perimeter of their vehicle and  
created fact files about the legendary rivalry between Ferrari and Lamborghini, which mirrors the feud  
between the Montagues and the Capulets. Here are some of their fantastic designs!  
 
Y5 – Juliet’s Balcony 
This week our STEM learning has focused on building Juliet's balcony. Our design brief was to create a 
balcony that was over one meter tall, consisted entirely of newspaper and masking tape and could hold 
an increasing amount of weight. The students researched building structures and incorporated into their 
designs ideas from a variety of architectural influences. The winning team created a balcony that was 
able to hold a whopping 1110grams! The students enjoyed the project and had to use their teamwork 
skills in order to plan, reflect and adjust their emerging structures. Well-done Y5. 
 
Y6 – CSI Verona 
Y6 tell us: “Romeo and Juliet are our victims and it is the job of the CSI Verona team to write the report 
for the police about what happened. They will collect the evidence and crack the algebraic codes linked to 
each to find the missing clue, explore the science behind the human body, how the heart works and so 
how it could have stopped, how the poison will have travelled around the body, what the impact of a   
banqueting diet will have had on our victims, they will   
re-create the crime scenes and mock up the viewing 
points of witnesses and see if the viewing angles they 
say they were at are feasible.  Finally, the students will 
present their findings as a formal e-book analytic report 
for the powers that be to finally confirm the causes of 
death and the events building up to this awful night.” 



7. Phoenix Visit 
We’d like to thank Aisha, Malika, Muhiadin and Rex for being fantastic Ambassadors for Greenside last 
week. Mr. Yeats, these students and I were invited to attend the CPD day at Phoenix High school where 
we al talked about the Greenside Curriculum Model to the whole of the Phoenix Staff. Our students were 
confident and wonderfully inspiring – truly ‘World Ready’! 
 
8. Trips & Visits – We Love Them at Greenside! 
Nursery Students visit Holland Park  
“On Monday, Nursery visited Holland Park to go on an autumn walk. In the morning we walked to the bus 
stop, and then caught the 94 bus all the way there. It took us a long time to get on the bus and walk up 
the stairs, but the bus driver and all the people on the bus were so friendly and they all commented on 
how polite and well behaved we were. When we got off the bus, there was a short walk to the park and 
then we were amazed by the tall trees and beautiful colours of the leaves. We had a competition for that 
could find the biggest autumn leaf and Nicola won with her ENORMOUS leaf from an oak tree. After that, 
we sat on some benches and ate our lunch while some gorgeous peacocks came over to look at us. Their 
feathers were so colourful and we were amazed at how many there were! After lunch we had a little play 
in the play area, then we headed to the Japanese garden to see more beautiful coloured autumn leaves 
and even a waterfall and some GIANT fish swimming. WE then headed back to the 94 bus and back 
home to school. We were very tired on our way back after all that walking, but also very happy and      
excited to tell our mummies and daddies all that we had learnt. From the Nursery Class 
 
If you would like to see more pictures from our trip and watch our      
assembly video from Tuesday again, you can go to the Greenside 
Youtube channel, or follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yIYgaWBbY0I. From the Nursery Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Y1 & Y2 Trip To The Victoria & Albert Museum 
On Tuesday this week, both Y1 and 2 set off for an adventure to the Victoria and   
Albert museum to really immerse ourselves in the world of Romeo and Juliet. Our 
adventure took us to the Renaissance galleries to see what Verona was like at the 
time the story was written, the British galleries so we could explore Shakespearean 
England, the fashion exhibition so we could see how Romeo and Juliet might have 
dressed and then on to the theatre gallery to find out about how plays such as this 
are put on. We looked out for evidence of Romeo and Juliet all over the museum and 
we found all sorts of things including the balcony, Juliet's bedroom and the church 
where Friar Lawrence married them and we even found the poison bottle! This was a 
fabulous trip. Well done Y1 & 2 and a big thank you to all of our fantastic parent/   
carer helpers. 
 
9. Home Learning Challenge 
I have had only one Romeo and Juliet inspired Home Learning Money Box so far and so will extend this 
task for a further period. Our Head Girl and Boy Team are very keen to place these around our local  
community so please encourage your daughter/ son or whole Family to design and make a Money Box by 
Friday 25

th
 November. Congratulations to Hannah in Y4 for making a super Box over the half term       

holiday! 
 
10. Measles Alert 
We have asked by Hammersmith & Fulham to let families know that there has been a recent outbreak in 
the area. This has not happened at Greenside but we have posted the letter from the LA on our website, 
under letters home section, for your information. 
 
11. Nursery Road Safety Workshop  
Ms. Buchanan tells us: “On Wednesday 3rd November, Elena the Road Safety Officer came to visit 
Nursery. She taught us all about her important job and how we can also be safe on the roads. We learnt 
some songs and rhymes to help us remember, and made a puppet show of how to cross a road safely.  
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We were all very good at this and now we all know how to walk in the street and cross a road safely with 
our adults.” 
 
12. Autumn Poetry  
I am delighted to share the poetic talent of some of our students who wrote ‘autumn poems’ and have 
captured the mood and atmosphere of the season so beautifully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Greenside Christmas card Wanted! 
We are ready to write our Greenside Christmas cards for December 2016.  
If your daughter/ son would like to create one for us to use please can they do so by Friday  
25th November. Cards should be A2 size (half an A4 piece of paper) and students may use any materials 
– we will then select cards to photocopy as our ‘official’ Greenside cards for 2016. Many thanks in  
advance for your help! 
 
14. PSA Update 
On behalf of our students we would like to offer our thanks to all those members of the PSA who helped 
at the ‘Weekend Make-Over’ last week and did some great work in the Hall.  
We are also grateful to Anna, Rachel and all the Team who organized the Domino Drive on Monday 
evening – it was a big success! 
We are now looking forward to one of our major PSA events – The Winter Fair. Please mark the date  
Saturday 26th November in your diary and do contact a member of the PSA Team if you are able to help 
before or on the day – all help is welcome! 
 
16. A Message from the Office 
Greenside Lunch Update 
This half term our lunches totals £76.00.  Please can parents/carers pay for school dinners either weekly 
or termly so that we can ensure payments are made regularly.  If you would like to pay online via school 
money instructions on what to do are on the school website http://www.greensideschool.org/lunches/ or 
visit the school office for help on how to access the payment system. We can accept cheques made   
payable to Greenside Primary School or Cash but please if you are paying via the office can you place 
the money in an envelope clearly marked with your daughter/ son’s name and class group.  
 
Clubs 
In the next newsletter we will be asking you to contact the office to sign up your daughter/ son for the new 
term of Clubs in January. Please remember that when you sign up your child you are agreeing to pay for 
the club and for January if payment is not received unfortunately they will not be able to start the club. 
Please remember you can pay via school money.  Please remember club dates and information are  
available on the school website. 
  
Uniform 
Uniform will be handed out each Tuesday, so please ensure all orders are handed in and paid for before 
Tuesday.  Please remember you can also pay and order via school money. 
  
Front entrance 
Do remember that when you drop off and collect your daughter/ son to use the black gate at the rear of 
the playground, this is because if the office staff aren’t available you may wait a while ringing the bell, 
whereas the gate entrance is automatically opened at certain times of the day.  This now also includes 
clubs, so at the end of a club please use the black gate to collect your child.  This is for all students from 
Nursery to Year 6.  Thank you for your co-operation.” 
If you have any questions about the points above please do contact us in the Office. 
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17. Greenside Stars 
We are very proud of all the students named below and especially of our Greenside Screen Stars of the 
Week: Ivy (Y2) and Teddy who have achieved something an extra little special – congratulations! 
 
Greenside Stars of the Week 
Nursery 
Daania for being such a kind friend 
Wojciech for being able to put on his shoes all by himself 
Reception 
Henry for his ability to use the numicon to solve addition sentences. 
Jake for his ability to use the numicon to solve addition sentences. 
Y1 
Una: for a wonderful re-telling of Romeo and Juliet 
Kairon: great contributions to class discussions about themes in Romeo & Juliet. 
Y2 
Ivy for really working hard to improve her public speaking 
Jaxson for his brilliant work in phonics 
Y3 
Cindy for producing a fabulous 'warm' portrait of Lady Capulet 
Mikail for his attention to detail and delightful presentation in his STEM work this week 
Y4 
Mica for her enthusiasm during our new Maths group 
Mahmoud for his commitment to our Romeo and Juliet STEM day 
Y5 
Abdullah for a real commitment to contemporary dance. A fantastic use of movement and space. 
Damarion for acting as communicator within his balcony team and for making sure every voice was 
heard. 
Y6 
Sadie for enjoying Maths so much and producing her own fractions dragon 
Muhiadin for role-playing an excellent car salesman during our persuasive writing experience.  
 
Greenside Sports Star of the Week 
Nursery 
Angel for her amazing dance moves 
Reception 
Amelia for great listening and contribution during dance. 
Y1 
Nye: great attitude towards improving personal bests. 
Y2 
Adam for excellence in all areas of PE 
Y3 
Charlotte for her participation and enthusiasm in basketball. 
Y4 
Laia - for her basketball brilliance! 
Y5 
Sabrina for giving her very best to her PE! 
Y6 
Teddy for modeling Skittleball to the whole group in his role as sports leader.  
 
18. PSA News A message from Anna 
“Domino Drive:  a big thank you to everyone who came along and helped to make our very first Domino 
Drive a really lovely event. We shared some good food and laughter during an evening of games and 
meeting new friends. It was something that we'd definitely like to make a tradition here at Greenside.  
 
 Winter Fair:  our big winter event is only 2 weeks away! Saturday, November 26, from 12-3pm, we will 
be having our Greenside Winter Fair with all the usual fun and fantastic food. Planning meetings will take 
place next week on Monday evening and Friday morning. Please come along, even if you've never been 
to a meeting - we welcome new ideas and lots of help!  
      - Evening PSA meeting on Monday 14th November at 8pm, at 28 Askew Crescent, W12 9DP 
      - Morning follow-up meeting on Friday 18th November just after drop off (meet outside school gates)  



In preparation for our fair, there will be a non-uniform day on Thursday 24th November to get us all in a 
wintry mood. Students should come dressed in winter clothes and bring a bottle of something nice, a box 
of chocolates, or a small, unwrapped present for the Tombola or a contribution of £1.00 please.” 
Thank you, Anna  
 
19. Y6 Adventure to Oxford! 
Mr. Yeats reports: “One of the wonderful traditions the students at Greenside look forward to the most is 
the Y6 school journey. This occurs every year following all their hard work towards the end of year  
examinations. It is a great way for the students to relax and create some fantastic final memories together 
as their time at Greenside comes to an end. This year we are returning to Oxford Adventure Centre 
where the students will be pushing their limits through things such as archery, orienteering, climbing, zip 
wires, pedal go-karts and campfires just to name a few. An email will be sent out to Y6 parents/ carers 
this week with more information.” 
 
20. Requests from Greenside 
Y2 and Y3 are requesting old water bottles for a STEM project later in the term. We need 60! Please send 
these straight to Ms. Webber and Mr. Comnenos! Many thanks! 
 
21. Maths at Greenside 
We have added this special section to our Newsletter as we are so aware of the power of students really 
knowing their times tables in lots of different ways. We are asking our parents/ carers to take a look at the 
ideas below, from Mr. Yeats, and try to build them in to your talk with students at home.  
 
Time Tables Fun! 
So much of the Maths our students need to learn is based around an understanding of times tables.   
Concepts like:  number patterns, multiplication and division strategies, finding perimeter / area / volume, 
accessing word problems, finding equivalent fractions, algebra; the list goes on and on. It is something 
that we also use on a daily basis in the real world, often without thinking about it.  
 
We all need to know them but the key is also knowing the quickly! Lots of students think they know their 
times tables but they are either counting on their fingers or do not them quickly enough. In Y6, we play 
some speed times tables games and if the students can’t complete the table up to the x12 in less than 8 
seconds, then it becomes a target!  
 
Below is what the National Curriculum sets out as targets for each year. 
Y2 – 2, 5, 10s 
Y3 – 3, 4, 8s 
Y4 – All tables up to 12x12 
Y5/6 – Consolidation of all of the tables 
As you can see, all students should know all the tables by the end of Y4.  
A good way to think is with the question and philosophy that we use with students: 
  
Can you say them all up to 12x12 and in under 8 second each? Challenge yourself! 
The best thing about times tables is that it is purely a memory game! So even if you aren’t as confident 
with Maths, it doesn’t stop you. We have so many little quick-fire games that we play with tables to get the 
students having fun, take away the fear of learning them and enjoy some Maths together. Check out the 
ideas below that can just as easily be played at home.  
 

 Quick Draw Maths: Howdy partners! This is where your two cowboys face each other and say 
those famous words: “This town ain’t big enough for the both of us!” They turn and take 5 paces 
away and remain back to back. The sheriff says a times table and the first one to spin around and 
answer correctly, gets to stay in town! 

 
 Speed Times Tables: This is simple. All you needs is your tables knowledge and a stop watch. 

Say “3,2,1 go!” and time them with your stop watch! When they have finished they get the chance 
to “Stick or Twist” with their score. If they Twist they get another go but never know what that time 
was! If they Stick, they find out the score. They get 3 chances to Twist. It works really well if you 
keep a record of their scores so you can see them getting better. Some of our Y6’s last year had 
scores down to 2.7 seconds! 



Round the World: One from Mr. Groves here. Play this with a few friends in any room. Everyone gets 
into a space. The Quiz Leader says a times table. The first person to put their hand up gets to  
answer. If they are correct they can take one step towards (or away) from another person. When 
they get close enough to touch another person on the shoulder, that person is out! The questions 
keep coming until only one person stands – the ‘tables’ champion of the world! 

 
Times Tables Songs: This is a favourite of Ms. Tossell’s. If you search this on YouTube you will find 

hundreds of different songs that are fun to learn and help the students remember their tables. 
You’ll be humming them all day long.  

 
These are just a couple of games we play in class but with a few simple Google searches, you can find 
hundreds of ideas for times tables fun – go for it! 
 

22. Dates for your Diary 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

      

Week 3     

Wednesday 16th November All Day Greenside Weaving Day Y4 ICT session at Hammersmith 
Academy 

Wednesday 16th November All Day Reception Class trip to the Science Museum 

Wednesday 16th November PM Y4 ICT session at Hammersmith Academy 

Wednesday 16th November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 18th November PM Ms. Webber and some Y5 students to LA Curriculum         
Conference 

      

Week 4     

Tuesday 22nd November All Day Matilda – The Musical in a Day! Performance at 6.00pm 

Wednesday 23rd November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 24th November All Day Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 25th November All Day Newsletter published 

Saturday 26th November All Day Greenside PSA Winter Fair! 

      

Week 5     

Tuesday 29th November 9.30am Open Morning for Prospective Parents/ carers 

Wednesday 30th November AM Nursery Link & Learn – Parents/ carers invited 

Wednesday 30th November 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 1st December AM Reception Link & Learn – Parents/ carers invited 

Friday 2nd December PM Girls & Boys Mayor’s Cup 

      

Week 6     

Tuesday 6th December 9.30am Open Morning for Prospective Parents/ carers 

Wednesday 7th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 9th December All Day Newsletter published 

      



Best Wishes 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates 

      

Week 7     

Data Capture 2 Week All Week Tests and Teacher Assessments at Greenside 

Monday 12th December 9.00am TV Crew 1 – Screening at Greenside – parents/ carers    
invited 

Tuesday 13th December 9.00am TV Crew 4 – Screening at Greenside – parents/ carers   
invited 

Tuesday 13th December 10.00am Y5 London Dance Trip 

Wednesday 14th December 9.00am TV Crew 3 – Screening at Greenside – parents/ carers    
invited 

Wednesday 14th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 15th December 9.00am TV Crew 2 – Screening at Greenside – parents/ carers    
invited 

Friday 16th December 2.00pm Greenside Nativity – parents/ carers invited 

      

Week 8     

Tuesday 20th December 6.00pm Greenside TV Awards Evening 

Wednesday 21st December 12.30pm Greenside Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 21st December 3.30pm End of Term – Happy Christmas and Happy Holiday! 

      

Wednesday 4th January ‘17 8.55am Term begins for our Greenside Students – Happy New 
Year! 


