
 

 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 

Unbelievably we have reached half term! This week we have seen a busy period of learning with 
dioramas in Film Crews, times table magic around our class spaces and a phenomenal yellow sky on 
Monday that made our students curious and excited! 
A big ‘thank you’ to parents/ carers who came along to watch our Film Sharing events last week and this 
week – we hope you enjoyed seeing your daughters and sons experiencing their 1st formal presentations 
‘on stage’ this year. It was also lovely for our Charity Specialism Group to get such support from families 
for their disco and movie night; it made it so rewarding for them. 
Our Data Capture 1 period has been completed and over the half term we will be setting up our action 
points to inform our planning for next half term. You will see in the calendar below that Parent’s 
Evenings will take place in week 2 and the on-line booking system will open on Monday 30th October, 
giving all our families an opportunity to meet with Class Teachers to discuss progress since September. 
Meanwhile we wish you all an excellent half term vacation and lots more interesting sky colours to 
explore at home! 
 
1. Message from the Head of School 
 

We've had a wonderful mix of exciting learning experiences and data capture assessments at Greenside 
recently. Our Data Capture week has given us the opportunity to make our first formal assessments of 
our students and reflect on both their successes and the challenges ahead. Our first parent / carer 
evenings are coming up in the second week after half term so you will have the opportunity to discuss 
this and anything else with your class teacher(s) then. We will be setting up the online booking system 
as usual, ready for the first day back after the holidays. 
 

Our Film Crew days have been truly inspirational recently. The highlight for me was seeing Crew 4 
lighting up the school by recreating their very own Rio Carnival as part of our exploration of 'Culture and 
Celebrations' in our crew continents. They spent the day researching the festival and its history and 
origins, learning dances, creating their own musical instruments and costumes as well as banners, face 
paints and much more! Crew 4 danced their way through the whole school, going in and out of every 
classroom to bring the South American vibe to one and all. Our family sharing events have been a great 
success this half term too. Y5 and 6 linking Murder on the Orient Express and Lord of the Rings in 
the most creative ways; Y3 and 4 singing beautifully and showing off their dioramas; Y1 and 2 with their 
'Bear Off' and last but by no means least, Reception and Nursery's fantastic space inspired film - 
available on our YouTube channel soon. What a wonderful way to bring our first half term to an end - I 
hope you all enjoy a restful break.  
 

Robin Yeats – Head of School 
 
2. Sharing Recent Events 

1.  Film Sharing Mornings 
 
 
Y1 and Y2 Film Family Sharing 

Y1 and Y2 decided they would thrill the students and families at their Film sharing event with a 
competition. Both classes worked independently and together to create a lovely event. 
'Paddington Bear or Baloo - which one do you prefer? KS1 had a bear off where they judged each bear 
on how they look, on where they live, and on songs that they can sing. The result is in and the winner 
is... Paddington! 
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Film Sharing Year 4 

During this half term, students have enjoyed Bridge to Terabithia. In Bridge to Terabithia, two friends    
create an imaginary place in a forest where they build a fort and play. Y4 students have created their own 
imaginary place and written narratives about them. Students visited the Tate Modern art museum because 
the main character has a passion for art. In STEM learning, they built a small fort applying their          
measurement and geometry skills. They have learnt about living and non-living things in the forest and 
deforestation. 

 

3. Parent/ Carer Events 

a) Secondary Transfer 
 
A final reminder to Y6 parents/ carers that the Secondary School Application Forms must be completed 
and returned to the LA by 30th October 2017. Please check in with us this week f you have any last minute 
questions. 
b) Do check the calendar below for dates and events – any questions please ask! 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 

1.  

STAR Day Films - Another end of a half term and another end to our film studies for this time around! 

2.  
 

EYFS – Wall-E goes home! 

This term, Reception and Nursery explored the film Wall- E as part of our Space topic. We watched a little 
bit of the film each day for a few weeks, and built up the story over time whilst also learning about and 
talking about what we had just seen. One feature of the film that we were particularly interested in, was 
the use of music and how there isn’t a lot of talking or conversations in the film. In both classes, we talked 
about why this was, and why the music didn’t sound very ‘Spacey’. We found that Wall-E and Eva      
communicate a lot through their expressions and noises, instead of actual words, but we could still under-
stand how they were thinking and feeling. 
Inspired by our film, we have had lots of amazing learning experiences. We planted and grew small plants 
like the one Wall-E found, we built robots that have purposes like Wall-E and Eva, and we learnt about the 
importance of recycling and how to make sure what happens in the film doesn’t happen on our special 
planet Earth.  
We all really loved this film and we’re sad to say goodbye to it, but we’re looking forward to finding out our 
new film for next term! 
 

Y1 – Paddington leaves Greenside! 
Ms Vandepas tells us: Y1 have made sure to kindly look after Paddington Bear this half term. We have 
enjoyed so many learning experiences and flipped our learning when we created bridges, tall towers and 
went on a Peruvian animal hunt around the school.  To end the half term on an exciting note, Romilly (and 
Charlotte Cool) kindly bought us marmalade so we could make Paddington’s favourite sandwich. We     
decided to not keep our sandwiches in our hat, but instead happily ate them on the spot.  
Lina said ‘My favourite activity was when we made pop-up books about Paddington.’ 
Lola said ‘I loved when we made labels just like Paddington.’ 
Mimosa said ‘I liked when we went on the trip and we saw the London Eye and Buckingham Palace.’ 
What an exciting half term it has been!” 
 

Y2 – Kings & Queens of the Jungle 

Ms Johnstone explains: “This half term Y2 have been studying everything Jungle Book and the students 
have taken the learning to such wonderful places! We have explored India from every corner and the    
students have exercised their engineering and architectural skills to recreate famous landmarks in India. 
Along with this students have produced such brilliant writing in our “Stories from the Jungle” booklet and 
the writing has progressed beautifully. Students have also become “Save the Bengal Tiger” protestors  
using their knowledge of commands and statements to create posters and then finally film them in a news 
report. The enthusiasm for learning from the students in Y2 has been wonderful and we all cannot wait to 
get started and to see what next half term has to offer!” 



 

Y3 – The Secret Garden 

In Y3 we have really enjoyed filling our STAR days with time spent in the garden and building our own 
garden dioramas. The students have really taken ownership over our Greenside Garden and we have 
been delighted to hear all of their ideas regarding things we can plant and grow - all of them are so excited 
to turn the garden into a beautiful space for learning! They have been so inspired by the images shown in 
our film, The Secret Garden', and it has been lovely to see how much they have enjoyed building their  
dioramas, including a variety of elements that they would have in their 'dream garden'. They have been 
really challenged by the mathematical elements to these STEM projects, such as the inclusion of objects 
in their gardens that show acute and obtuse angles, and most of them have embraced this, using it as an 
opportunity to practice perseverance and resilience. We are really excited to continue to work on our    
garden throughout the year, and to start a brand new film and learning experiences next half term! 
 

Y5 – Lord of the Rings bows out 

Mr Mahara says: “Y5 have made a fantastic star to the academic year. Studying Lord of the Rings - with 
our theme of quests - has got students going in their own learning adventures. Students have approached 
all learning with a positive attitude: writing narratives, developing place value skills and STEM projects. 
Their water filters and suspension bridges were particular highlights. Great start, Y5!” 
 

Y6 – Waving goodbye to the Orient Express 

Y6 have had an excellent start to their final year at Greenside with all of our learning being inspired by 
Murder on the Orient Express. We have written our own train based mystery story, created recipes for 
the perfect mystery, painted scenes from the film and built train carriages inspired by this famous train - 
amongst other things! The big highlight for us was our trip to the St. Pancras hotel - what a magnificent 
setting. Well-done Y6! 
 

b) Film Crews – Across the Universe 

 
Our students made dioramas in Film Crews this week as one of the Learning Experiences to evidence 
their own personal response to the continent they are studying – they are quite splendid and will be on 
show soon – watch this space! 
 

Crew 1 - We had such a fantastic day making our dioramas. Our students were really creative and spent 
lots of time thinking and reasoning what they should make. Many students were inspired by the ‘Day of 
the Dead’ festival in Mexico and others used their art skills to recreate the waves in the sea that Columbus 
would have sailed. We were proud of how our students worked independently or took on leadership roles 
with a partner, it was great to see such World Ready planning and organising as students made their    
fantastic North America Dioramas! 
 

Crew 2 – Our students really enjoyed making their dioramas to represent the continent of Asia this week. 
We were inspired by all the different countries and landscapes of this diverse and beautiful continent. 
Here are some of our Crew at work. 
 

Crew 3 – Students approached their dioramas in an enthusiastic and organised way - researching and 
planning their designs. Following this, the fun and messy learning began to spread. Different students 
showed some key learning skills and had a chance to show their creative sides, linking their creations to 
the continent of Europe. Students were very proud of their designs, which include the Eiffel Tower, the 
Coloseeum and floating boats in the Irish sea. 
 

Crew 4 – Hola – Students in our Film Crew worked really hard this week to bring together this half term’s 
learning to create dioramas representing the diverse landscapes of South America. Our students have 
created: cityscapes of Rio de Janeiro; the spectacular salt flats of Bolivia; the Amazon rainforest; the    
ancient kingdom of Macchu Picchu and the magic of Carnival. As Auberon (Y1) told us ‘South America is 
amazing!’ Adios Amigos!  
 

Crew 5 – We had an amazing African extravaganza this week creating their dioramas. The students 
chose a setting from over the last half terms weekly themes including Ancient Pyramids, an Ethiopian 
wedding, an African market place, an African sunset, African safari's and many more. The factual 



knowledge and learning from across the half term all came together in a beautiful way today. We hope 
you will come and view them soon! 
Ms Williams and Ms Malin have been blown away by the imaginative and creative pieces that the students 
have produced and the use of STEM skills in their work!! 
 
5. Student Stars at Greenside 
 

We are delighted to send our congratulations to all our wonderful students who have been nominated for a 
special achievement this week. The smiling faces of Brooke and Isabella can be seen on the Foyer screen 
as our Greenside Screen Stars! 

 

Greenside STARS 
 

Brooke for her happy smiley face in Nursery every morning!  
 

Léa for always being a great helper at tidy up time 
 

Mimi for looking after the Queen’s tree in the Learning Garden (R) 
 

Rayanne for her hard work on number bonds (R) 
 

Iqlass for improving her writing and applying her knowledge of commands and statements to create a pro-
test poster about saving Bengal Tigers (Y1) 
 

Lara and Lola for working so hard on their number bonds (Y1) 
 

Merhawi for always using his kind words to friends in class (Y1) 
 

Louis for always being polite and considerate to others in the class (Y2) 
 

Amaiyah for trying hard to help other students with their work and doing jobs around the classroom (Y3) 
 

Mary for her perseverance during a Maths challenge, which meant that she was ultimately successful! 
(Y3) 
 

Ralph for being persistent when creating his diorama (Y3) 
 

Kasim for being a positive and hardworking member of the class (Y5) 
 

Hannah for having a consistent approach towards her learning (Y5) 
 

Hadrian for his contributions to Film Crew Days - his insights and perceptions about our continent are a 
real feature of our crew. 
 

Burhan for his excellent help with all aspects of ICT (Y6) 
 

Isabella for really being able to reflect on her progress in DC1 (Y6) 
 

Elyas for always showing kindness to our KS1 students during Crew. They look up to you (Y6) 
 
Charlotte for producing a fantastic story and independently editing her work (Y4) 

. 

Mustapha for showing initiative in the classroom and trying your best. (Y4) 



6. Messages from the PSA 
 

Please remember to save the date for the evening of Friday 10th November – tickets for Quiz Night will be 
on sale soon after the half term holiday. 
 
7. Community Events & News 
 

a) Sports Update: 

Our Sports Leaders have been working very hard to create the next experience that will get our students' 
heart rates up and their fitness climbing to new heights. Well, welcome to: 'The Seven Summits Chal-
lenge'. Our sports leaders have taken our theme of 'People, Places and Things' and picked up on the 
'Places' element as their inspiration for their lunchtime challenge. They have calculated the combined 
height of the seven highest mountains in the world and plan to create a 200m track in the playground that 
students need to complete laps of each Thursday. They will add up the total distance each student has 
run until they have run the equivalent of all seven mountains. Mount Everest, at 8,848m, is just the first 
challenge and will take 45 lapse of the track to 'climb' to the top! Do you have what it takes? 
 

b) Lunch Supervisor Role  
We have a vacancy for a Lunch Supervisor position. The hours are 12 - 1.30. If you are interested, please 
contact the office by Monday 30th October.  
 

c) Book Token Raffle 

Our winners will be selected by our Head Girls and Boys who have been so fab at organizing this raffle on 
Monday 30th October – there are x3 £20 book tokens to be won – good luck everyone! 
 

d) Kindness of Greenside Students 

I was so proud to receive this e-mail and would like to add my thanks to Sofia, Ella, Hugo and Louis for 
their wonderful achievements. 
 
Dear Ms. Bastick-Styles, 
I hope you are well.  
You might remember last year, four children namely Ella and Louis Caffrey and their friends Sofia and  
Hugo Engelke along with their families walked for over 10k and raised over £1,800 for the Brompton   
Charity. They intended to donate the money that was raised for the Paediatric High Dependency Unit at 
the Royal Brompton Hospital. 
I would like to extend our gratitude for the donation raised and would like to inform you that we have 
bought 2 new breast feeding chairs for our mothers and portable saturations for our patients in the      
Paediatric Department at the Brompton. Breastfeeding and expressing breast milk for babies who cannot 
feed by mouth is highly encouraged among the mothers of our new babies. The new breastfeeding chairs 
allowed our new mums to feel comfortable so they can express milk for their babies. The feedback from 
the families was positive and we plan to buy some more chairs.  
 With the money raised we are planning to purchase portable saturation machine for the Brompton Baby 
Social Club- this is a Paediatric project that promotes child development through play and activities 
that are held outside hospital. The portable saturation machine will allow our babies and children who   
require monitoring to come out of hospital for short periods to attend enriching activities.  Please would 
you kindly extend my heartfelt gratitude to Ella and Louis, Sofia and Hugo and their families. 
Many thanks, 
Florrie Abella 

Sister, PICU, Royal Brompton Hospital 
 
8. Interesting Greenside Learning News 
 

1. Specialisms - There have been many wonderful moments and lots of World Ready skills learnt this half 
term in our new Specialisms. 



a) Arts Mark Specialism - We have been combining our art, drama, music and performance skills to   
create a small production. We started off my selecting a piece of art from a British artist Camden Bridge. 
The students liked this painting because of the mysterious and creepy feeling it had. We asked ourselves 
some Big Questions about what we believed to be going on in the picture, before, after etc. This inspired 
us to create some art in the same style and plan a performance of a "twisted fairy tale" called The Three 
Goats Who Lived Under the Bridge. Students discussed their strengths and the world ready skills they 
needed to work as a team to succeed. We also took time to reflect and think about what we could do in 
the future to make to even better.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b) Specialism Dance their way to success! 

This half term, the Charity & Celebration Specialism has been focusing on raising money for Good 
Chance. Students began by planning the events that could raise money for the charity. Following this, 
they created awareness by making posters, creating a promotional video and spreading the news by word 
of mouth. They decided what would work best for Greenside at this point in term - they thought a disco 
would be the best way to kick things off. Following this, students organised a movie night. The total 
amount raised is over £100 – such a success. 
We would like to offer a special mention and ‘thank you’ to Nathan who totally independently set up a cake 
sale at the Movie Night to make his on contribution to our charity – what a star! 



c) Survival at Home 

Students have explored areas such as energy efficiency, value for money, healthy living and budgeting 
along with practical activities including ironing, preparing a healthy picnic and cooking a simple, healthy 
meal. Students also grew their own watercress, which was used in a salad dish and enjoyed by all stu-
dents during lunch service. The students tell us that they are already using these skills in their everyday 
lives.  
Anaaya Y5 "I can now help my mum wash the dishes properly and use an iron" 

Taylor Y1 "I turn my bedroom light off because I know it costs money " 

Danei Y3 "I love pasta. I can make it at home now. We made delicious tomato sauce" 
 

d) Survival Beyond the home! 

We had lots of fun learning how to read the bus stop signs and counting how many buses we saw!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e) Art at Elgin 
Ms. Allen tells us: “Our Art at the Elgin  experience has developed to now encompass a second group of students alongside the 
art group. What does this look like?  No our students spend their time sharing their thoughts and     feelings about childhood, 
family, the local area, favourite stories and memories with members of the Elgin                 community. We have had such a 
wonderful time. 
Last Friday I looked on in awe and wonder as our Greenside students and the ‘Elgin Elders ’participated in a        discussion 
about what it feels like to be very young and very old. Each group listened to each other with mutual    respect and empathy. 
Our Y1 students were particularly touched by the session, as were the Elgin staff and myself as we witnessed this magical com-
ing together of the generations”. 
 

2. Trips around Town! 
Last Tuesday, Y5 visited the London Science Museum. The trip linked to our class film - Lord of the 
Rings. Students looked at how different materials have been used throughout history. One exhibit dis-
played a sign of DO NOT TOUCH but had no barrier to prevent this... being curious, they decided they 
would touch it anyway. They received an electric shock a result! Our students were a credit to Greenside 
in terms of their attitude, behaviour and learning. 
 

Trips around Town  
Y1 Visited landmarks inspired by Paddington Bear. Paddington is such a traveller, Y1 thought they’d hit 
some of the sights too. After all, it is the greatest city  in the world. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 3. Attendance Update 

We would like to say what an amazing achievement from Y3, Y4 and Y5 last week – all of these classes 
achieved 100% attendance across the whole week – amazing! 
 

Attention Greenside students! We have another 100% Attendance Day coming up on Thursday 9th       
November. Let's see if we can top our last figure and make it to that golden 100% Come on Greenside! 



4. Food Experience  
Ms Webber tells us: “It has been another fab half term for the Greenside Food Experience. Chef Sofia tells 
us  “It has been great to work with our team cooking up lunches for all our students. We have a new menu 
after half term, reflecting the change in the season, and we are really looking forward to sharing it with you 
all!” 
We have a new Menu Please click her to view 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Home Learning Challenge 
 
Hannah was the only student who competed our More Words! Home Learning challenge this time around 
and so I am repeating it in case students wish to try this over the half term. 
We would like to keep the theme of Poetry alive or a little longer at Greenside for our Home Learning 
Challenge this week. 
 
Linking to our Green-Land – Places film and Crew theme Students are invited to choose a place they love 
and create a poem and/ or sketch that captures the place as they se it in their imagination. 
They may choose a real place – their bedroom, Greenside, a shop, the park, the cinema for example. 
They may choose an imaginary place that exists in their imagination – a strange Science Fiction land, 
Space or a magical garden. 
 
We are looking for poetry that ‘frees the words’ and sketches that we can share in our next Newsletter. 
Students should bring their poems and/ or sketches to KBS by Thursday 2nd November – as always with 
our Home Learning Challenges students can work together with their sisters and brothers if they wish - 
Good luck! 
 
Here is Hannah’s wonderful poem! 

 
My favourite Place 

My favourite place is in a book 
They lead me everywhere 

They take me in to other words 
On a rocket to the sky 

I get whisked to Hogwarts 
Chanting spells and stirring potions 

Alice takes me to Wonderland 
With the Mad Hatter drinking tea 

I travel to Olympus 
Learning sword skills and archery 

Next I’m rolling down the hill in a giant peach 
Making friends with insects as we float in the sea 

My favourite place is a book 
They take me anywhere. 
By Hannah – Y4 

file:///C:/Users/knorris/Documents/Autumn 2  Menu 2017.pdf
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10. A Secret! 
 

Ms. Williams shares: My favourite childhood book has to be The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, which 
was a class text when I was in Y4/5. It was so magical and I still have fond memories of the excitement 
when we would all get our books out at the end of every day.  I am super excited that this is Year 2's film 
next half term and get to relive some of those magical memories!! 
 

Mr Mahara shares: My favourite children's book is Where the Wild Things Are. I had / have a tendency to 
daydream so I can relate to Max. 
 

11. Dates for your Diary 

  

  

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Calendar – 2017-2018 

  

Autumn Term 2-  ‘17     

      

Week 1     

Monday 30th October 8.55am New Half Term begins for students 

Tuesday 31st October  All Day Y5 & Y6 Trip 

Tuesday 31st October  9.30am Open Morning—Prospective Families 

Wednesday 1st November  3.30pm Special Halloween Tea & Cakes 

   

Week 2   

Monday 6th November  All Day  Nursery Trip 

 Monday 6th November   3.45pm +  Parents evening—Day 1 

Wednesday 8th November   AM Federation Student Voice Session—Lena Gardens  

Wednesday 8th November  3.45 pm + Parents evening—Day 2  

Thursday 9th November  All Day  100% Attendance Day 

Thursday 9th November 9.00am  Writing Assessment Workshop for Families 

Friday 10th November  3.30pm Newsletter Published 

Friday 10th November  7.00pm PSA Quiz Night  

   

Week 3   

Wednesday 15th November 9.00am EYFS Phonics Briefing for Families 

Wednesday 15th November  3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

   

Week 4   

Wednesday 22nd November All Day  Non—Uniform Day  

Wednesday 22nd November  3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 24th November  3.30pm Newsletter Published 

Saturday 25th November  12 No on + Greenside Winter Fair 

      



Have a restful half term 

Karen 
 
 
 
 

 
Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

10. Dates for your Diary 

  

  

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Calendar – 2017-2018 

  

     

 Week 5      

Tuesday 28th November   9.00am Open Morning for Prospective Families  

Tuesday 28th November PM KS1 & KS2 Family Learning Session 

Wednesday 29th November 9.00am EYFS Link & Learn Family Session 

Wednesday 29th November  Lunch Food Experience Working Group to cook lunch 

Wednesday 29th November  3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

   

Week 6    

Wednesday 6th December 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

 Thursday 7th December 10.00am   Open Morning for Prospective Families  

Friday 8th December   All Day  Newsletter Published   

   

Week 7    

Wednesday 13th December  All Day Nursery Trip 

Wednesday 13th December  3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 14th December  All Day Public Sculpture & Film Crew Screening & Sharing 

Friday 15th December AM KS1 & KS2 A Greenside Christmas—Across the universe 

   

Week 8    

Monday 18th December  PM EYFS Nativity & carols/songs 

Tuesday 19th December  3.30pm Term ends for students Please note this has changed from Wed 20th to 

   

 Spring Term 1 18      

Week 1      

Tuesday 2nd January   All Day   CPD Day 

Wednesday 3rd January  8.55am New Term begins for students 

      





 

 


