
 

 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers 

Our Greenside days are passing by so fast, the leaves are turning red and brown and our students are growing taller. I 
enjoyed the most wonderful Greenside Film Crew Day yesterday with our study of Continents reaching new creative heights. 
Students were painting, celebrating festivals and national days from every corner of the world, they were learning national 
dances, cooking food from every nationality and in the afternoon our South American Crew traveled the Greenside World 
with their Carnival. It was a joy to see so many World Ready skills and so many facts and so much information being learnt 
about the history and geography of the World – well done Greenside students. 

With 2 weeks until our half term holiday we hope to see many of you at our Film Sharing Events or just in the Playground to 
say ‘hello’. A quick reminder that our 1st set of Parents’ Evenings take place in the 1st week back after the holiday – so please 
‘save a date’ on one of those days. 

If your daughter/ son is in Nursery or Reception please see the item 3c) for information on their Space Picnic coming up 
before half term. 

Best wishes 

Karen  

 

 Message from the Head of School 

 

Dear Greenside community.  

These last couple of weeks have been full of exploration and excitement at Greenside. We've had Y1, Y2, Y4 and Y6 heading 
out into London on class trips linked to their themes for the term and inspiring their learning. Y6 headed to Trafalgar Square 
to meet with our GGL colleagues to write poetry inspired by the sights and sounds of London. It was wonderful to get three 
groups of Y6 students together to share such a rich learning experience.  
This week in Crews everyone was learning about cultural celebrations from their continents. We had the Rio carnival dancing 
trough the corridors, piñatas from El Dia De Los Muertos, films being made about the Chinese Mid Autumn festival and much 
much more. Bien hecho Greenside!  

Robin Yeats – Head of School 

 

2. Sharing Recent Events 

 

a) Y6 Federation Writing Event 

Ms Webber tells us: “On Tuesday Y6 headed out to Trafalgar Square to meet up with all the other Y6 students from our 
Federation partner academies Griffin & Lena Gardens. We collected sounds, shapes, words, ideas and ‘listened in on’ 
conversations as we travelled around Trafalgar Square. We then put these into a poetic structure when we sat and wrote 
together. After a picnic lunch in St James Park, we continued the writing experience as students worked on their own pieces 
inspired by the day. It was a fabulous opportunity for our students to get to know each other and to share writing in such a 
unique way. 

Well done Y6!” 
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b) ‘Free the Words’ 

After our Board Meeting last week and the launch of National Poetry Day (a week at Greenside!) and the theme of ‘Free the 
Words’ we embarked on poetry writing in lots of different ways over the week. We are proud to share a few examples with 
you; we have some incredibly talented students at Greenside! 

 

1) Reception – an acrostic poem by Louis  

 

2) Y1 were using similes 

‘I am as cute as a kitten. I am as fast as a cheetah.’ – Nellie 

‘I am as clever as my Dad. I am as cuddly as a teddy. I am as fast as a cheetah.’ –Malika 

 

3) In Y2 Ms Johnstone’s "special morning learners" group, including Ali, Abduraheem, Kairon, Nicholas and Anthony wrote 

this poem  

 

Y2 - A poem of names 

 

A is for amazing learning 

K is for kicking the football 

A is for animals and we all love them 

N is for never land and it is a paradise where you can climb up the walls! 

A is the adventure and the advantage 

R is for run like a flash! 

 

4) We have some very talented poets in Y4 

 

I Am Poem by Meilin Year 4 

I am a child 

I wonder if I can be anything 

I hear wonderful ideas 

I see beautiful children 

I feel peace blooming in my heart 

I want to be famous 

I hope to touch the sky 

I worry about my dreams 

I try to be unique 

I wish the homeless had money 

I say ‘’life is hard, nut don’t give up’’ and ‘’life is a game’’ 

I believe in everyone 

I understand that life can’t always go your way 

I dream precious dreams 

I am who I want to be. Everything I can be. 

 



I am Poem by Mahdiya 

I am unique 

I wonder what I will be when I am older 

I hear the wonder of the world 

I see the bright sun shining on me 

I feel everything becoming back to a picture 

I want to be a designer 

I hope I have a future 

I worry in my dreams 

I wish I become a lovely happy person 

I say that I’m strong and fierce 

I believe I can be that person 

I understand how it happened 

I dream that I can be amazing 

I am Mahdiya and I’m strong 

 

5) Y5 wrote these super poems:Esse (Y5) 

 

I am Esse 

Not Nejim 

I am 9 

Not  8 

I am tough 

Not weak 

 

I am sensible 

I am big and bold 

I am Esse 

Not a Robot 

I am confusingly 

cool 

 

I am brave 

I am strong 

I am a boy 

Not a Girl 

I am strong 

and brave 

 

I am crazy 

I am mad 

I am happy 



I am glad 

I am me 

and 

no 

one 

can 

change 

That 

By Laia Y5 

 

I am nature 

I am incredible 

I am me 

These are the first sentences of my poem 

They are what make me 

Whatever people might say I am me 

I am pulling these words not letting them separate from me 

Gluing them to my side 

Ripping away sadness from heart 

Because if those words went from me 

I simply would not be me 

People may say leave those words alone 

But they are wrong 

They are what make me 

I am my family 

I am incredible I am nature 

I am my religion 

I am my culture 

I am my hobbies 

I dream of nature and art 

My propose is to go around the world writing books and stories that will help nature and I will draw pictures of all that I can 
see. 

For me nature is the hope and light that comes after running down a steep hill 

Nature is everywhere 

You can see it 

I can see it 

It is there when you need it 

My family is who I am 

I love my life 

I am nature 

You are nature 

 



You are nature 

 

6. Y6 were inspired by the concept Making Sense of Myse  

 

 



3. Parent/ Carer Events 

 

a) Class Film Sharing Events.  
We are delighted to invite all parents/ carers to our ‘Class Film Sharing Events’ next week. 
Our students will be sharing their STAR Day learning on different days in a fun way to show you a little bit of how we learn and 
what they are learning through film. We hope you will be able to join us for the 1st half an hour (9.00am – 9.30am) as follows: 
Tuesday 10th October – Y1 and Y2 
Wednesday 11th October – Y3 and Y4 
Thursday 12th October – Y5 and Y6 
They promise to be lots of fun! 
 
b) Secondary Transfer 
A reminder to Y6 parents/ carers that the Secondary School Application Forms must be returned to the LA by 31st October 
2107. 
 
c) EYFS Space Picnic 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
As part of our learning about all things Space, and to celebrate the end of our first half-term at school, Reception and Nursery 
will be having a space-themed picnic! 
 
On Wednesday October 18th at 1:30pm, both classes will walk down to Ravenscourt Park where we will all picnic together and 
play some games. Earlier that week, the students will prepare some special space-themed food for the picnic, but if you would 
also like to bring along any meat-free and nut-free snacks to share as well then you are most welcome. All of our students will 
have their delicious Greenside lunch beforehand.  

 
We kindly ask that every student is escorted by at least 1 parent/ carer or family member for the duration of the walk to the 
park and the picnic. 
At 1:30pm on the day you can meet your daughter/ son in their classroom, and we will all walk down together- Nursery will 
lead and Reception will follow. Staff members will be on hand leading the group and directing traffic across the roads. Please 
follow the directions of the staff and stay with the group. 

 
If the weather is not clear that day, we will make alternative arrangements for a picnic in our Greenside hall instead. 
If you have any further questions about the day or cannot make it for any reason, please get in touch with Ms Buchanan or Ms 
Morra in person or by email. 
Best wishes 
Ms. Buchanan & Ms. Morra 
 
4. Sharing our Learning 

 

a) Nursery special feature: 

Ms Buchanan reports: “This term in Nursery it hasn't taken us long to fully immerse ourselves in our film Wall-E and our topic 
of Space! 

We have learnt so much about the planets already, and we can even tell you a few things about them! 

Imogen says: "Venus is very hot and it's got lots of exploding volcanoes! You can't go there!" 

Alexander says: "Saturn is my favourite planet because it's got big rings around it. But I like Mercury too because it's really 
small." 

 

As part of our film learning, we've also been learning about the importance of looking after our own planet Earth, and how 
robots can help us. In a recent STEM investigation, all the students followed instructions in order to grow a plant, just like the 
one Wall-E found in the film. We learnt that soil, water, and sun, are all  



important when helping a plant to grow. We also learnt, that plants can help to make sure our air is clean and we can breathe 
properly. With the right elements, it didn't take long for our plants to grow and Matilda was very excited about the result!  

We decided to expand this idea a little further, and grow seeds in the Learning Garden too. However, we were concerned that 
perhaps the birds would come and eat our seeds before they had a chance to grow, so Konstantinos helped Ms Pearson build a 
scarecrow to make sure those pesky birds stayed away until the flowers are grown!  

 

In another STEM investigation, we learnt about robots and how they can help us in our everyday life. We looked at some     
robots that we can find in our home that help us (like a fridge, or a hoover), and then we had a go at making our own robots 
out of recycled materials. Theodore decided to make a 'sweeper' robot that would help clean up messes. He also included an 
engine to help it fly to messes quicker, after coming to the conclusion that maybe magic wouldn't work.  

 

In addition to all our wonderful STEM, Space, and Wall-E learning, we've also been enjoying getting to know our new school, 
and each other. We've made some wonderful friends already, and we're all looking forward to a wonderful Nursery year,  

working, playing, and learning together.” 



b) Film Crews across the Universe 
We have been studying Continents in our Film Crews this half term ready for our installations and Short Films. Our proud Crew 
Leaders tell us: 
 

Crew 1 – North America 
Crew 1 have been immersing themselves in the wonderful world of North America! So far they have explored the history     
behind how the countries of North America were discovered through making their own short film documentaries; researched 
all the states, provinces and territories of the US and Canada; made their own Canadian Poutine and created artistic timelines 
of the major historical events from the continent. This week, we delved into El Dia De Los Meurtos - The Day of the Dead - a    
happy and fun celebration where people remember their loved ones who have passed away. This might sound scary but in 
Mexico and the USA particularly, this is taught to children in primary schools. The students made their own celebration masks, 
researched the story behind the day and wrote their own descriptions, made guacamole and then ended the day by designing, 
building and then whacking their own pinatas! Larga vida el dia de los muertos! 

Hola from South America! 

 

Crew 2 - Asia 

Crew 2 have been very busy learning all about the continent of Asia. Our crew has been researching the history of four differ-
ent countries within this diverse continent - China, Nepal, Thailand and Japan, as well as getting hands on with lots of Asian 
inspired activities. Some of our highlights so far have been that we have made Vietnamese rice paper rolls, had sushi delivered 
(veggie of course!), made a traditional Thai boat, created an Indonesian shadow puppet and celebrated the Chinese Mid-
Autumn Festival. We are very much looking forward to all the other exciting Asian inspired things we have in store for Crew 2! 

 

Crew 3 – Europe 

Crew 3 have started this half term off with a good game of football! We challenged the students to look at what Europe meant 
to them and the response of football was overwhelming, so we felt it necessary to go and play our own game. We have en-
joyed looking at the timeline of Europe and how significant events in history have changed the entire continent. Playing ‘Name 
that Country’ is a favourite of Crew 3, where geographical, cultural and historical clues are given and the students must guess 
the country! So many exciting activities have already been done in only two short weeks. We cannot wait to see what the term 
ahead will bring! 

 

Crew 4 – South America 

Crew 4 have been totally immersed in the vibrant and exciting continent that is South America. Students have been learning 
about (and cooking) traditional foods as well as becoming experts on the sacred site of Machu Picchu and the countries that 
call this continent home. This week we designed musical instruments and masks to celebrate Carnival! I'm sure you could hear 
our music and happiness all over Shepherds Bush! If you have any South American heritage or have visited this magical         
continent before, please come in and share your experiences with us! Adios! 

 

Crew 5 – Africa 

In Crew 5 we have loved getting to grips with the vastness and diversity of Africa! We are trying to focus on the positive as-
pects and rich culture of the continent and last week we split into four groups to tackle different countries in more depth. One 
group is studying Egypt, one is studying Ethiopia, one is studying South Africa and a final group is becoming immersed in the 
continent of Africa as a whole. We have enjoyed taking this approach, as we have been able to apply each weekly theme to our 
individual countries and then share our knowledge with our fellow Crew members! We learned that Africa has a fascinating 
history, and our students were particularly inspired by delving into Egypt’s past. We have some really exciting plans coming up 
for our dioramas and sculptures and we can’t wait to get started!  



 

. Student Stars at Greenside 

Congratulations to all our nominated Greenside Stars this week – Teachers and Support Staff selected so many students for 
this accolade. Our Greenside Screen Stars are Dixie and Primrose – well done and check them out on the Foyer screen this 
week! 

 

a) Greenside STARS 

 

Ella for her fabulous descriptions of the planets (Nursery) 

Theodore for his amazing 'sweeper' robot (Nursery) 

 

Harry for matching a quantity to a numeral at the maths table (Reception) 

Ian for understanding that 2p + 2p + 2p = 6p (Reception) 

Shazaib for his brilliant effort during Cosmic Yoga (Reception) 

 

Albert for creating a beautiful and symmetrical Dia De Los Meurtos mask (Y1) 

Auberon for working so hard at ordering numbers using a number line (Y1) 

Mimosa and Romilly for creating a beautiful piece of art that was inspired by the sounds of the Peruvian rain forest (Y1) 

 

Dixie - For always listening and doing the right thing in class. Dixie has also shown resilience when she has found a task hard 
she will listen to advice to hep make her work even better and always does so with wonderful manners. 

Elijah - For giving everything this week his best shot and participating fully in all learning experiences. I have attached a picture 
of him recreating some Andy Goldsworthy art on our Year 2 trip to Chiswick House and Gardens.  

 

Omar, for amazing focusin PE as well as some fabulous demonstrations to the rest of the class! (Y3) 

Hugo for working so hard on his STEM project that he managed to complete all of the extra maths tasks involved and then go 
on to help others (Y3) 

 

Ayobami for trying his best in his writing (Y4) 

Sean for showing insight into his learning style and applying himself during learning tasks (Y4) 

 

Junaynah for her contribution to the Federation Poetry event (Y6) 

Amrita for her hard work during STEM (Y6) 

Primrose for her wonderful contribution to working with the younger  



 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Messages from the PSA 

 

a) PSA Coffee Morning 

Anna reports: “Thank you to everyone who was able to make it to the PSA Coffee morning last Thursday. It was wonderful to 
have some new parents/ carers come along to learn about how we support the school, as well as to meet some of the familiar 
faces who help out at our events. We look forward to having some fresh ideas for our events, and were happy to collect some 
new contact details.  
 
If you were unable to make it last Thursday, but are interested in taking part in Greenside events - whether it be working an 
hour or two at a school fair or helping to coordinate an event - please do not hesitate to contact Anna or Rachel 
at PSA.greensideschool@gmail.com. 

 

7. Community Events 

 

a) Breakfast Club – our Greenside Community 

Ms Williams begins each morning so bright and enthusiastic as she heads to the Food Room – she tells us: “Geography break-
fast club has commenced and the students are eagerly attending each Tuesday and Thursday cooking up traditional breakfasts 
from around the globe!!! 

We have so far cooked and eaten food from Jamaica, Canada, Spain and Mexico. We are also sharing our experiences through 
a Greenside breakfast club recipe book which contains information, recipes and lots of fab photos!!” 

 

b) Help Raise Money For Charity 

The Charity Specialism group would like to announce that we are organizing some fundraising events including a disco and 
movie night. We will also be selling origami. We are raising money to help a charity called Good Chance who help refugees 
from all over the world. We are also learning about how to plan events and publicize them and what World Ready skills we 
need. We really hope you will come along to our events! 
From the We Act Specialism Group 

 

 

Disco 

Date:  Tuesday 17th October 

Time: 3:45 PM 

Cost: 50p pay on entry 

Where: Hall 

Movie Night 

Date:  Thursday the 19th October 

Time: 3:45 PM 

Cost: 50p pay on entry 

Where: Hall 

mailto:PSA.greensideschool@gmail.com


 

8. Interesting Greenside Learning News 

 

a) Test Ready – Data Capture 1 
Next week we see our 1st Test Ready experience at Greenside this year. 
Teachers are currently making Baseline assessments for all our Nursery and Reception students. 
Students in Y1 to Y6 will all have the opportunity on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week to take some Reading and 
Maths test papers to help us make assessments of their current strengths and areas they need to improve against the ARE (Age 
Related Expectations) that they are all aiming to achieve by the end of the year. They will also add to their Writing Portfolios so 
we can assess their Writing skills. 
We do not publish these results but you will have a chance to talk to your daughter/ son’s Teacher at Parents Evening 
Meetings after half term to get an early check in on how they manage the test situation and where they are currently in       
relation to ARE.  
If you have any questions at all about tests and assessment please just come and ask! 
 
b) Trips around Town! 
1. Y1 set off on a big red bus into central London for our first trip! We were amazed to see many different landmarks that were 
also in the film Paddington. The highlight of our trip was having the Queen wave to us from Buckingham Palace. Taylor 
summed up the trip perfectly by saying, ‘this was a great adventure! 

 

2. Y2 went on a Trip to Chiswick House and visited the beautiful gardens. Our students used their stem knowledge and worked 
together to create dens out of natural materials and then we created some natural art work inspired by Andy Goldsworthy – 
we had an excellent day! 

 

3. Y4 – We are Artists! 

The main character in our film Bridge to Terabithia visits an art gallery and has a love for art. Y4 followed the same learning 
enquiry route and explored their love for art by visiting the wonderful Tate Modern on Wednesday the 4th of October. We saw 
a variety of sculptures, paintings, mixed media and interactive pieces. We learnt about different art styles, artists and           
mediums. Our collective highlight was a new installation and we were actually able to go on the swings!  

 
c) Attendance Update 

Ms Webber tells us: “Our current overall attendance figure is 97.8% - this is significantly better than at the same time last year. 
We really appreciate everyone supporting our continual drive to improve our attendance figure. We will be having another 
100% day after half term. Come on Greenside!” 

 

d) Greenside’s Head Girl And Boy Team 

Our new Executive Head Girl Ella shares: 
I am delighted to announce that we now have our new head girl and boy team! This year, some of the themes that we will be 
focusing on are making sure every student at Greenside is always happy, helping Greenside achieve the Arts Mark Platinum 
award and the final term of our charity and celebration project. All throughout the year, we will be holding charity events, like 
raffles, winning book vouchers, fairs and we will also be selling some ice cream as the year progresses. Sofia, leader of SMSC, 
tells us that she has ‘big plans’ for the future of Greenside - and Lois, one of our Deputy Head girls, tells us that her and her 
team are hoping to raise £10,000 with their next project! It involves all of the students at Greenside and the Elliot Foundation, 
each writing a line for our found story, Phoenix Island, and donating a pound!  

All of the money that we are raising goes towards helping Refugees. Remember, every last little bit of change goes towards an 
absolutely fantastic cause!  

In this new year, we will also be introducing; spelling bees in the playground, chess clubs and reading groups for all ages at 
lunch and break times.  

Thank you for all of your kind donations and support!  

Ella and The Head Girl and Boy Team 

e) Head Girls & Boys – Charity Notice – Book Tokens! 

Thank you - Raffy, Sofia, Isabella, Iris and Milly. 



 

9. Home Learning Challenge 

 

More Words! 

We would like to keep the theme of Poetry alive or a little longer at Greenside for our Home Learning Challenge this week.  
 
Linking to our Green-Land – Places film and Crew theme Students are invited to choose a place they love and create a poem 
and/ or sketch that captures the place as they se it in their imagination. 
They may choose a real place – their bedroom, Greenside, a shop, the park, the cinema for example. 
They may choose an imaginary place that exists in their imagination – a strange Science Fiction land, Space or a magical       
garden. 
 
We are looking for poetry that ‘frees the words’ and sketches that we can share in our next Newsletter. 
Students should bring their poems and/ or sketches to KBS by Thursday 19th October – as always with our Home Learning    
Challenges students can work together with their sisters and brothers if they wish - Good luck! 



 

Wishing you all an excellent October! 

Karen 

 

 

 

 

Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head  

10. Dates for your Diary 

  

  

GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY 

Calendar – 2017-2018 

  

Autumn Term 1 -  ‘17     

      

Week 6     

Monday 9th October All Week Data Capture 1 – all year groups 

Monday 9th October 1.30pm Open Day – Prospective Families 

Tuesday 10th October 9.00am Y1 & Y2 Film Sharing with Families 

Tuesday 10th October All day Y5 Trip to the Science Museum 

Wednesday 11th October 9/00am Y3 & Y4 Film Sharing with Families 

Wednesday 11th October 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 12th October 9.00am Y5 & Y6 Film Sharing with Families 

      

Week 7     

Monday 16th October 9.00am Open Day – Prospective Families 

Monday 16th October TBC Y5 & Y6 Theatre Performance – moved to after half term to use Ham-
mersmith Academy Theatre 

Tuesday 17th October 9.00am Nursery Sharing with Families 

Tuesday 17th October 3.45pm Charity Disco – Student Specialism Group to organize 

Wednesday 18th October 9.00am Reception Sharing with Families 

Wednesday 18th October 2.00pm EYFS Space Family picnic – Ravenscourt Park 

Wednesday 18th October 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 19th October 3.30pm Charity Film Screening - Student Specialism Group to organize 

Friday 20th October 3.30pm Newsletter published 

Friday 20th October 3.30pm Half term holidays begin! 

Friday - Sunday Weekend Scouts at Greenside 

      

Autumn Term 2 – ‘17     

Week 1     

Monday 30th October 8.55am New Half Term starts for students 

      



 

 


