
 

 

 Dear Parents/ Carers  
 

We hope you are all well at this time of such great local sadness. We know that many of our families have friends who have 
been affected in different ways by the Grenfell Towers tragedy and all our warmest wishes are send to you all. We are 
hoping that all of our Charity and Celebration work this term will allow us to contribute in a positive way to the needs arising 
within the community, as we will be sharing all our money raised in our different charity events. 
Meanwhile as we keep our students at Greenside believing in a positive future we hope you will enjoy reading our 
Newsletter today and join us for some of our delightful events planned for the rest of the academic year. 
Enjoy the CPD days this week! 
 
1. Teachers for September 2017 
We have a number of changes afoot for September but as always our new Teachers are all very excited to join us and share 
the Greenside vision and philosophy as they arrive. 
Peta Medcalf is about to continue her journey of travel and will be departing for another continent in July. 
Ben Johnson is moving to the Cotswolds and sadly will not be able to make the daily journey from there to Greenside each 
day and Chris Comnenos will be continuing his teacher qualifications his next school. 
We will tell you more about their plans and more about the teachers joining us but today we just wanted to share the class 
teacher information. 
As you already know Robin Yeats will be our Head of School and George Webber our Deputy Head. 
 
Nursery – Kimberley Buchanan 
Reception – Christina Morra 
Y1 – Laura Vanderpas 
Y2 – Rebecca Mc Connell 
Y3 – Charlotte Malin (joining us from Griffin) 
Y4 – Megan Dal-Ben 
Y5 – Daniel Mahara (joining us from Miles Coverdale) 
Y6 – George Webber (with Robin Yeats) 
 
2. ‘Alice in Green Wonderland’ 
The time is nearly here for our performance! 
If you have a daughter/ son performing you should have received a letter entitled ‘Final Alice Letter’ – if not please look on 
the web-site or e-mail me and I will send you one. This gives information about costumes, arrangements for the evening and 
any other details! 
If you still need to purchase tickets please do so by the end of Monday 26th June. 
Raffle tickets will be on sale until and including the evening of the performance itself. 
Please make sure all members of the cast are in every day next week for final rehearsals – no absences please! 
Break a leg everyone! 
 
3. Y6 Residential 
Y6 ventured off into the forests of Oxford for their annual residential visit and could not have had more fun! The students 
took part in a huge range of activities including flying down zip wires, taking a Leap of Faith jump (terrifying!), scaling huge 
walls and then abseiling down them, screaming with joy (or so they said) on the 3G swing, building their own campfires and 
much more. This was such a great opportunity for all of the students to take on some really challenging activities in a 
stunningly beautiful forest setting and face some fears. Every student went further than they ever imagined they could and 
have undoubtedly changed their outlook on life forever. 
 
4. Westminster Abbey Picnic 
Last week our Student Food Team were invited to a picnic to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
School Food Matters organisation. This wonderful organisation has supported our Food Experience 
from the beginning, providing us with advice and lots of vegetable plants! We were invited to a secret 
garden behind Westminster Abbey and we took part in lots of healthy food related activities such as 
organic gardening, talking to farmers and making a hanging basket. We shared a delicious picnic - we 
were able to take a potato salad that we had made with all the vegetables we had grown ourselves! 
The Food Team represented Greenside beautifully and had a fabulous day. 
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5. Specialisms 
We hope you enjoy reading a little about some of our Greenside Specialisms this half term: 
a) Art @The Elgin. 
Ms Allen: “Our Art@The Elgin Specialism continues to provide an informative and creative space for the current cohort of 
Greenside students.  Recently learning about the life of Vincent van Goth has prompted a mature discussion about mental 
health and well-being. Parallel to this, of course are the rich relationships that are being forged between the elderly residents 
and staff of the Elgin centre and our Greensiders. 
I'm also pleased to say that currently the individual interpretive art work produced by our Greenside students is most  
impressive and is of a very high standard indeed.” 
 
b) First Aid 
Ms. Hughes: “This term students studying the First aid Specialism have learned that anyone can give first 
aid.  Most importantly they have learned to assess the situation before attempting first aid, by ensuring 
that they are not putting themselves in danger and keeping themselves safe. 
They have learned how call the emergency services, how to treat someone who is bleeding, choking, and 
someone who has a burn or scald. They learnt through role-play, how to put an unconscious person into 
the recovery position. Each student had the opportunity to act unconscious and also be the first aider. 
Students particularly enjoyed practicing how to put a broken arm into a sling. The key World Ready skills 
learnt this term were team building and understanding cause and effect. 
 
c) Dancing with Ms King! 
Ms King: “For this final half term, my wonderful group of dancers will be exploring Africa as a theme to 
take inspiration from to create a choreographed movement piece. So far we have looked at traditional African patterns from 
all over the continent and used the colours and shapes we see within them to form shapes. They then formulated a short  
repeatable dance routine with them to form the opening few counts of the dance. We have also looked at exerts from the lion 
king musical to see how the performers engage with there animal characters and how they portray their movers with their 
own bodies and costumes. They then began to emulate this within their own allocated animal roles in 'the circle of life'. I have 
been incredibly impressed with the concentration and commitment of my dance group. They have really embraced the  
importance of team work and have been an absolute joy to work with so far, what a lovely end to the Greenside year!”  
 
d) Food 
"The students in the Cooking Specialism have been learning to prepare food from a range of different countries. They have 
used their iPads to obtain geographical information and key facts about each country before working as a team to prepare a 
range of different dishes from each culture. These dishes are then shared with our school community during lunch. This group 
really are using their world ready skills as they have to be very organised and manage their time together to complete this 

important task before lunch". 
 
e) Geography specialism  
Ms Williams: “Our students have begun the new term well and already used many of their World Ready skills including  
research and writing, action planning, organisation and critical thinking in their projects.  
As well as looking at those BIG questions, students have completed an 'Our World' activity looking at the Continents and  
began researching a Rainforest of their choice.”  
 
f) This term in Performance  
Mr Evans: “We have been working as a professional acting company, devising two different short productions: one for film and 
one for theatre. This is an ambitious project, but I am positive, given my previous specialism projects, that this can be 
achieved.  
The two productions will be created through an exploration of various different acting and story-telling techniques. This  
introduces the students to new ways of exploring stories and ideas that they already know, and it allows them to bring these 
to life, with a newly found skill, energy and enjoyment.   
 
This work will then in turn promote our students’ confidence in public speaking, team work, writing and  
creativity skills, whilst giving them ownership over their work. The idea behind this latter notion is that if the students devise 
their own projects, they will develop a deeper understanding of their work, and therefore the skills that come with this.”  
 
g) KS1 Music 
Ms Medcalf: “This half term KS1 students have been determined to learn how to read music and have broadened their  
understanding of music by discussing and exploring pitch, rhythm, volume and tempo. We can't wait to use our music 
knowledge to compose our own melodies over the last few weeks of specialisms. 

 
 



h) Science Learning 
Mr Comnenos: “Every student is a successful Scientist as we have put on our metaphorical white lab coats and got to work this 
half term. Our approach to STEM education is always at a high standard with hands-on instructions through rich learning  
experiences. We work together to develop and implement experiments that show our world ready skills, through the  
organisation, team building, critical thinking and researching. We always start by asking: “How can we do this?” and work hard 
to respond to resolving questions and theories by the end of the session. 
 
i) We Act 
Mr Johnson: “This term in WE Act we are focused on how we can raise money to help the local refugees through individual 
contributions that can be used at the Greenside Sound and Vision extravaganza, we have been busy action planning and  
organizing our plans and our ideas are tightly wrapped at the moment, will we be busking? Will we be baking? Will we be  
candlestick making? To find out you will have to be there on the night!” 

 
6. Pinkwell Students visit Greenside 
Last Thursday we were delighted to host a group of 20 Y6 Pinkwell students who travelled over to work for the morning with a 
group of our Y6 Greater Depth writers on some wonderful speeches. We all went across to use a classroom at Hammersmith 
Academy for the session and it was lots of fun. Our Greenside students facilitated and led the writing sessions giving tips and 
challenges to the Pinkwell students helping them to develop their skills. Clemency and Rex made a short film of the morning, 
which will be on our You Tube Channel very soon! 
 
7. Reading for Pleasure – How else? 
We are proud to share some thoughts on Reading at Greenside this week. 
 
a) Reception - Alice has been awarded the Reception 'Reading Star' because she is able to use her knowledge of phonics, 
words and context to understand new vocabulary. She can also can describe the main events in a  
story as demonstrated in weekly Reading Tree sessions and our most recent core text "My Granny Went to Market." 
 
Reading Tree in KS1: 
Key Stage 1 has worked really hard at their Reading Tree work this term. Our students have worked their way through a range 
of different texts, working on their fluency, their comprehension and their love of reading. Judging from all the books they 
read as part of their homework, we know that KS1 loves reading! We have enjoyed sharing all of our texts together and we are 
ready for our next reading challenge as we move to our new classes in September. Well -done KS1! 
b) Y1 
Sophie has risen to the challenge of working on Mr Popper's Penguins in Reading Tree and has been able to discuss chapters in 
detail with her peers. 
c) Y2 
Mirelly is a star for her constant enthusiasm for reading. She is always looking to see what new book she can read and is 
ploughing through a range of texts. Well-done Mirelly. 
d) Y3 
Lorenzo has worked very hard in his Reading Tree session since we have been back from the holiday. He has re-attempted 
tricky questions from previous sessions and gathered further evidence from what he has read with a better  
understanding. This has lead to some lovely moments in our broad discussions when commenting about his views on the  
characters and their emotions. His insight into what is going on has sparked off some really interesting points for further  
discussion next week. 
e) Y4 
Our Reading experiences this term have been inspired by the Gods and Monsters in Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by 
Rick Riordan. Percy's adventures have led us to delve deeper into the original Greek Myths and the students have relished 
these epic and somewhat gruesome tales! This week, as you can see, we created our own mythological creatures, which were 
inspired by Cyclops, Medusa, Pegasus and more!  
f) Y5 
Loveday is our reading STAR, we have been delving deep into the mysteries of 'A Wrinkle in Time' as the protagonist Meg  
follows Mrs Who, Mrs Which and Mrs Whatsit far into the universe in search of Meg's missing father. Loveday has been 
smashing at recreating the various accents of the characters and using great expression to engage the audience. We have  
focused on the themes of the story and how they compare to other stories we have read. Our reading debates are really  
taking shape as students carefully and considerately share their opinions, take on board those of others and adapt their  
thinking in light of new information. A wonderful time has been had by all.  
 
g) Y6 
Amelia has become one of the most passionate readers in Y6 due to her hard work and diligence to improve. Amelia has been 
working really hard during lunch times and with a volunteer reader to improve herself and she has really started to shine now! 
She is confident using evidence from the text to support her answers and is tackling inference and deductions questions more 
readily. She loves making links between what she has read, the real world or other books she's read or films she's seen. It is 
lovely to see someone so keen to improve herself and really enjoy the process and the outcome. Well-done Amelia. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Costumes from The Sound of Music 
This week Y2 have been looking at the scene in The Sound of Music where the children sit with Maria and sing about their  
favourite things. During this scene, Maria gets the idea to make new play clothes for the children from the curtains. This  
inspired us so we set to work on making our own outfits out of newspaper. Each student in the team had a role - scientist,  
engineer/designer, technologist or mathematician. and they had to work to a budget. Y2 made some fabulous creations and 
were very proud of how they used their world ready skills as part of their team.  
 
10. Y5 Secondary Schools 
Please note Godolphin & Latymer have open afternoons for girls who are interested in applying for a place in September 2018 
as follows: 
Thursday 21st September 2017 4.45pm – 7.00pm 
Wednesday 27th September 2017 4.45pm – 7.00pm 
Tuesday 10th October 2017  4.45pm – 7.00pm 
A flyer with further information is available from Julie in the Greenside Office. 
 
11. 100% Attendance Day: 
Our final 100% Attendance Day of the year is planned for Thursday 29th June. This is the same day as our Alice production so 
we expect all of our students to be in school and ready to shine. We really want to make this our best day yet! Thank you for 
all of the support you give us with our initiative.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. The Great Elliot Bake Off – Round 1 at Greenside 

 
 



 
 

12. Greenside Stars 
Congratulations to all our Greenside Stars this week and do check out the smiling pictures on the Foyer screen of our Special 
Screen Stars: Saja and Sean (Y6) 
Well done everyone! 
 
STAR & Crew Stars 
Nursery 
Saja for her great subtraction thinking 
Rufus for his great retelling of Granny Went to Market 
Reception 
Mimosa for being a kind and helpful friend. 
Jake for his progress in phonics and handwriting. 
Y1 
Jakub for taking such a great initiative in our Antarctic Shelter project. 
Una for great determination when budgeting for our Antarctic trip. 
Y2 
Andre, Hugo, Mary and Ameen for representing out STEM learning so beautifully to the Governors. 
Y3 
Airen for his excellent all round continuing maturity 
Mustapha for settling in at Greenside and his approach to making some new friends in the short amount time he has been 
here. 
Y4 
Laia for her calm, clear vision when leading her STEM group  
Kasim for his hard work and persistence, especially in Maths 
Y5 
Hayet for her lifelike portrait of Dr Martin Luther King.  
Awwal for his heartfelt singing!  
Y6 
Seraiah for producing an excellently detailed map of Madagascar without direction at home.  
Sean for bringing such passion to his performance for the Y6 play - watch out audience! 
 
PE/ Sports Stars 
Nursery 
Daania for her increasing strength in throwing and catching 
Reception 
Natalia for listening carefully to instructions. 
Y1 
Leo for great batting in rounders.  
Y2 
Ralph for his developing skill in rounders. 
Y3 
Poppy T for her continual can do, will do attitude when it comes to taking on new challenges. 
Y4 
Mya for always giving 100% in every activity  
Y5 
Sabrina for consistently beating her personal best. Well done!  
Y6 
Al-Eddine for a great improvement in his over arm bowling.  
 

13. Messages from the Office 
a) Uniform 
If you would like to order school uniform for September we will shortly be launching an online ordering  
service, so please look out for more details.  On Site we will have samples for you to see for sizes but we 
will no longer be holding uniform to purchase.  More details to follow soon. 
  
b) Lunches 
Please remember to pay weekly or termly for Greenside lunches as we don’t like to send out reminders to 
parents/ carers, please either pay online via school money or place cash/cheque in an envelope clearly 
marking your daughter/ son’s name and Class.  We would like to remind you that from September only 
Years 5 & 6 are able to have have packed lunches.  If your daughter/ son is in Y5 or Y6 only and you are 
changing either to or from Greenside lunches please ensure you complete the forms in the Office. 



c) Clubs 
We are hoping to advertise our Autumn Term Clubs soon so we can confirm attendance numbers and  
secure the clubs to start in September. It is very important that you sign and pay for your daughter/ son as 
soon as this information is available.  Please note that once you have paid you are agreeing for your child 
to participate and this is the numbers we are confirming on so after this point we are unable to give re-
funds. 
 
d) Fund raising 
Lisa Harrington one of our Greenside Learning Assistants is doing Race for Life Pretty Muddy in July to 
raise money for Cancer if you are about to sponsor Lisa here is the link https://
fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/lisas-fundraising-page-2153 

 
14. Dates for your Diary 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates   

      

Summer Term 2     

Week 4     

Monday 26th June All Day New Nursery Interviews – Day 1 

Monday 26th June PM Hugh Greenway – TEF CEO visiting Y6 students 

Tuesday 27th June All Day New Nursery Interviews – Day 2 

Wednesday 28th June All Day Non-Uniform Day – PSA – Summer Fair 

Wednesday 28th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 29th June 6.00pm Alice in Green Wonderland – performance 

Saturday 1st July PM PSA – Greenside Summer Fair 

      

Week 5     

Tuesday 4th July All Day Greenside – Round 1 – The Great Elliot Foundation Bake Off! 

Wednesday 5th July All Day New Reception Interviews – Day 1 

Wednesday 5th July All Day Y6 – H&F Secondary Transition Day 

Wednesday 5th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 6th July All Day New Reception Interviews – Day 2 

Friday 7th July All Day Sports Day 

Friday 7th July All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 6     

Monday 10th July All Week Data Capture 5 

Tuesday 11th July All Day The Great TEF Bake Off Day! 

Wednesday 12th July PM Y6 Leaver’s Performance – Dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 12th July 3.30pm Y6 Garden Party 

Wednesday 12th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 13th July 7.00pm Y6 Leaver’s Performance – Public Event 

      

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/lisas-fundraising-page-2153
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/lisas-fundraising-page-2153


Enjoy the good weather over the weekend! 
 

Week 7     

Monday 17th July 9.00am Reception Graduation Ceremony 

Monday 17th July 2.00pm Green-Day Public Event 

Monday 17th July 4.30pm Sing-along-a-Sound of Music – screening & picnic at Greenside 

Tuesday 18th July 9.00am Y2 Graduation Ceremony 

Wednesday 19th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 20th July 9.00am Y6 Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday 20th July 3.30pm End of year student reports sent home 

Friday 21st July All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 21st July 3.30pm End of the academic year – summer holidays begin! 

      


