
 

 

 Dear Parents/ Carers 
We have reached that time of the year when our fab Y6 students are about to take their end of 
Key Stage 2 Tests. We are so very proud of each and every one of them and want to take this 
opportunity ahead of the tests to say a big ‘well done’ for all their hard work and exemplary 
attitude to their learning and revision. The tests, as we know, test only part of our students’ 
skills and knowledge at this point in their young lives – they do not define them or indicate how 
well they will do at secondary school and beyond. It’s tough to evidence all of your reading 
skills, for example in just one paper that lasts one hour but….it will give our students a chance 
to practice their test ready skills and to ‘show off’ their learning from their primary education – all 
our love and best wishes will be with you Y6 – go Greenside! 
 
1. Update Meeting for Parents/ carers 
As many of you know we have been working with The Elliot Foundation (TEF) for 2 years now 
and over that time we have built up partnerships with a number of local schools; some of which 
I have been the Executive Head at too. Jem (our Chair of Governors) would like to invite our 
parents/ carers to a meeting on Thursday 11

th
 May at 6.00pm, simply for us to update you on 

our plans for September 2017. Rest assured there is nothing highly significant to tell you we 
would just like an opportunity to tell you about the planned work across Greenside, Griffin & 
Lena Gardens. If you are able to come along for half an hour or so on 11

th
 May we will look 

forward to talking with you further. 
 
2. Y6 Tests – a poem by Hick 

3. Y6 Residential - Last Chance! 
Robin Yeats: “A reminder to all Y6 parents/ carers that next week is the final opportunity to 
confirm your place on our residential trip to Oxford. The numbers need to be finalized with the 
provider on Friday 12th May so you will not be able to join later. This is always the highlight of 
the year and a real treat for all the students' hard work so if you would like your daughter/ son to 
join us and you haven’t yet booked a place, please email me or catch me in the playground for 
a chat.  
 
4. Alice in Green Wonderland 
It seems that each time we arrange a performance we have one hiccup in our dates. This time 
our original scheduled date now clashes with a TEF event. With huge apologies and a promise 
that we will not change things from this point on we need to move our ‘Alice in Green 
Wonderland’ from Tuesday 27

th
 June to Thursday 29

th
 June – we do hope this will not 

cause you any inconvenience! 
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Sats poem 

 

The SATs are coming up,  

The tension's slowly rising, 

They're already here which is quite surprising 

 

The SATs are coming up,  

They're so close to being done, 

Afterwards, year six get to have some fun  

The SATs are coming up 

People are trying their best, 

Till the time that they can rest 

 

The SATs are coming up, 

We're all trying to learn the techniques we don't know, 

So that our bubble of knowledge can grow  

 

The SATs are coming up, 

This is the time for year six to show much they can really do, 

We all go through this even if we don't want to  



Meanwhile…. our students are busy learning their words and songs for our production – may I 
ask parents/ carers to support their daughters and sons to practice their lines at home in the next 
week so that we are ready for the stage and some real direction in the week before half term. 
We’re all learning ‘Day Dream Believer’ with the words ‘cheer up Alice G’ instead of Sleepy Jean 
– if you can practice that song that would be excellent!  
 
5. Our Greenside Summer of Music - English at Greenside 
We’d like to share a few of our very recent Reading and Writing Learning Experience and  
highlights at Greenside. Most of our students are avid readers and we are very proud of their 
creative and analytic writing. 
 
Nursery 
Ms Buchanan says: “This term in Nursery, lots of our 
writing and mark-making work will be based in  
non-fiction genres as we learn to observe and explore 
more of the world around us and the Minibeasts that 
live in it! We are learning to label our drawings of 
things we see and find with topic words, using mats 
and our sounds to help us. Each day, we also help to 
observe the growth of our class caterpillars, drawing 
detailed diagrams of how they look and are changing 
everyday. To help us with our writing and mark-
making, we are reading lots of non-fiction books too, to 
help us find out more information, as well as some old 
favourites such as The Very Hungry Caterpillar!” 
 
Reception 
Ms Morra reports: “As part of our minibeast topic this half term, Reception has been exploring 
the story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar.' This book has inspired the students to write about the 
life cycle of a butterfly. They've also been sequencing the story and recalling everything that the 
Very Hungry Caterpillar eats throughout the book.” 
 

Auberon brought in a story from home called 'You Can't Take an Elephant on the Bus.' It was a 
really silly story that everyone enjoyed! "I like this book because it's about animals doing things 
they're not supposed to," Auberon said. 
 

Lola selected a book from our book corner called 'Bug Hunter' and she said, "I chose this book 
because I wanted to learn more about butterflies." 

 
 
 
 
 



Y1 
Ms Medcalf explains: “This half term we are focusing on  
non-fiction texts as we report on our explorations through 
history. We have already explored newspaper and fact file 
writing when observing the life of the ancient Egyptians and 
Greeks and can't wait to record the rest of our findings! 
 
Y2 
Ms Webber announces: “This term we have been linking all 
of our writing to our Horrible Histories theme. So far we have written an episode guide to Ancient 
Egypt and a report from the Olympic games. On Fridays, Y2 love writing about our explorer  
character - Mr Baker, so now our intrepid explorer has returned but this time he has  
travelled back through time to find out about all the different periods in history. Last week he 
went to Ancient Egypt to discover how the pyramids were made and he found out all about the 
mummification process. It is so great to see our Y2 writers so engaged and excited about writing. 
Keep it up Y2! 
 
Ivy: “My favourite book that I have read recently is the  
Horrible Histories: The Georgians. I enjoyed it because  
there are lots of interesting facts in it and you get to find out  
things we wouldn't do today like pretending that a candle  
stick was a gun! It has made me want to read the rest of  
the series.”  
 
Andre: “My favourite book is James and the Giant Peach  
by Roald Dahl. I enjoyed this because the characters were 
funny - especially the aunts and it was 
fun to find out what happened next. “ 
 
Y4  
Ms Samuel says: “Y4 students  
combined their writing and Maths skills 
to design a recipe for a Fruit Punch for 
that notoriously fussy King, Henry VIII. 
The students could use their choice of 
ingredients so long as the final amount 
of liquid came to 1 Litre in total. Y4 showed off their creative skills by adding imaginative  
ingredients such as cranberry juice; blended mango; strawberries; honey; a squeeze of lemon; a 
slice of cucumber and even chopped mint leaves. Here are a few examples of their fantastically 
fruity drinks fit for a king!” 
 
Y5 
Mr Johnson reveals: “In Y5 we have been  
writing Myths this week based on the story of 
Medusa and Persus. We wrote our own  
versions and then turned them into imotion  
animations with voice overs and music!” 



Y6 
Our Y6 students tell us they have some wonderful Writing Portfolios and after the tests next 
week they will be sharing lots of their work with us all – we can’t wait! 
 
6. These are a few of our favourite….books! 
All of our staff were invited to share a favourite book – I hope you enjoy 
reading about their thoughts. 
 
Caroline Allen 
“Here is a photograph of my very old, well read copy of The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis. It was the first book that I ever bought with 
my own (hard earned) pocket money. The story has always fascinated me. 
As an adult, even now, I still wonder when I see an old wardrobe. What if I 
stepped in? Well, you never know!” 
 
Karen Bastick-Styles 
“It’s still Pride and Prejudice after reading it so many times – the richness of language, the  
humour, characters and the world it creates always delights me – a touch of early feminism too!” 
 
Kimberley Buchanan 
“My favourite children's books are anything written by Shaun Tan. He is an  
amazing illustrator but I also love how simple and seemingly uninteresting his  
stories are too. They remind me of my childhood and growing up in Australia so 
they make me feel very nostalgic!” 
 
Sarah Coppard 
“One of my favourite stories is All in One Piece because my parents read 
it to me as a child.” 
 
Christina Morra 
“One of my favourite books is The Gruffalo. It's a story about a cunning 
mouse who tries to scare off the forest animals and avoid being eaten by 
the Gruffalo.  
 
Beanie Fabricious 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. Author John Boyne.  
“It is fiction but based on horrors of a World War 11 Nazi extermination camp through the eyes of 
two 8-year-old boys; Bruno, the son of the camp's Nazi commandant and Shmuel, a Jewish  
inmate. It explores the relationship between these two boys, portraying the innocence and  
naivety of both of their very different lives. It is very thought provoking and also provides  
Historical content.” 
 
Ben Johnson 
“When I was in Year 5 I loved Great Expectations. I really enjoyed the story of Pip and the tragic 
Ms Havisham and his journey to London to become a Gentleman only to have his heart broken 
by Stella. Still a great read and very evocative of the extremities of life in Victorian England.“ 
 
Peta Medcalf 
My favourite book is Matilda, by Ronald Dahl. I always wanted to be special like Matilda as a 
young girl and loved pretending I had telekinesis powers.” 
 
Sheree Patel 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (by C.S. Lewis) 
This is such a beautifully written book, to be enjoyed by both children and adults. Classic and 
timeless, we see two very contrasting worlds collide in the most magical way possible.  



 
Laura Vandepas 
“My favourite storybook is Love You Forever by Robert Munsch. I can remember cuddling with 
my Mum as a child and reading this book before bedtime.  Now, my mum has gifted me the book 
so I can share it with Ethan. 
 
Georgina Webber 
“My favourite book is called The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aitken. This is a story that 
can still bring a chill to my spine and the hairs on the back of my neck on end, even after all this 
time. It is a story set in a fictitious period of history, where wolves roam wild in the English  
countryside. A young girl called Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia discover real danger often lies 
closer to home. They have a new governess, Miss Slighcarp, who doesn't seem at all nice. She 
does all sorts of mean things like shutting Bonnie in a cupboard and sending the cousins far 
away from Willoughby Chase to a place they will never be found. The two cousins have to try to 
outwit the wicked Miss Slighcarp and her network of criminals, forgers and snitches. But will they 
be able to? If you love a story full of mystery and drama, this story is for you.” 
 
Michelle Williams 
“One of my favourite books as a child has to be The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.  I have 
such fond memories of reading this as a whole class in primary school at the end of each day. 
My teacher had a real knack of finishing each days reading at such an exciting part, leaving us 
full of suspense!"   
 
Robin Yeats 
“One of my favourite books is 1984 by George Orwell. I love lots of books but this is particularly 
special to me because it was the first book I was so entranced by that I literally could not put it 
down so sat and read it all in one sitting. At the time I was in Christ Church in New Zealand  
travelling with my friends and I picked up the book after my father recommended it to me. I 
bought it at lunchtime and after some lunch with my friends in a cafe, started to read it. After 
about an hour, my friends were all ready to head off for a day of exploring - I wasn't going  
anywhere! I sat and read the whole thing with barely so much as a toilet break in between  
chapters. If you haven't checked out this classic then get yourself a copy, get to a cafe and get 
stuck in.” 
 
7. Greenside Village Show 
Our wonderful PSA remind us that preparations are now underway for our next big event, the 
Greenside Village Show. Our big event will take place on Saturday, July 1st from 12-3pm - 
please save the date! If you'd like to volunteer to help manage or work at a stall on the day, 
please email PSA.greensideschool@gmail.com. 
Anna 
 
8. Fidget Spinners 
This new ‘craze/ invention’ even hit the headlines of a Radio 4 article this week – the nation is 
divided as to whether these spinners help or distract students! Please may we ask that they are 
not brought in to Greenside at the moment (while the research is still being checked out) as they 
are easily broken and can cause arguments – they all look the same! 
 
 

mailto:PSA.greensideschool@gmail.com


9. The Great Elliot Bake Off 
We are planning a Bake Off across TEF in July – does anyone know a celebrity Chef who we 
might approach and persuade to come and judge? If so please let me know! 
 
10. Drop for the Drought 
We are calling on all of our Greenside community to support a campaign taking place over the 
next week or so to raise awareness for the drought in east Africa that is making life increasingly 
difficult for the local people. It is, of course, a long-term project to dig wells and make the future 
sustainable. Our parent and Governor Idil brought this campaign to our attention. She tells us: 
“One of the reasons that people are dying in this remote area is because these people are      
nomadic and have lifestock but when it doesn’t rain they simply don’t have any water. Water is 
something we all take for granted. These people need our help”.  And so…..between now and 
Friday 19

th
 May if you have any of the following items that are being requested by the project 

team please could you bring them and place them on the stage. Idil will then ensure they are  
collected and taken to East Africa: Blankets, Tents, sleeping bags, cooking utensils, buckets and 
clothes (children & adults).  Anna and the PSA Team have kindly agreed that the proceeds  
collected from Tea and Cakes on Wednesday 17

th
 May can be donated to this cause. 

Finally on Wednesday 17
th
 at Tea & Cakes we would like to ask if any parents/ carers could    

donate anything that we could sell that afternoon to raise money too – a little dish of food for   
example. Idil is always in the playground to talk to and any support that afternoon would be most 
welcome. Thanks to everyone in advance for their help. 
 
11. Ugly Bug Ball 
Last Wednesday Greenside was overrun by all sorts of minibeasts and insects as they all  
descended on the Hall for the Annual Ugly Bug Ball! EYFS students dressed up in all sorts of 
wonderful costumes- there were bees, butterflies, spiders, ladybirds and many more! Parents 
and carers came to celebrate and party with us too; we loved sharing our learning with them and 
we performed a song that we had been learning for them as well. Thank you to everyone who 
attended, brought  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Student Voice – Project Playground 
Thank you to those of you who have donated to Project Playground. The students have been 
having great fun building, rolling and racing the old motor bike tyres! If you have any old fancy 
dress clothes that we could borrow for our collection they would be much appreciated. Please 
bring them either to the office or Y5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

13. Backpacks 
Our Y1 girls Aurelia, Ritaj, Sophie and Una have been urging me to write to you today and      
remind everyone that we will very soon be offering Greenside students the chance to purchase 
special backpacks ready for September – please check the next Newsletter for details. 
 

14. KS2 Multiplication Madness - Space Race 

KS2 students continued the Maths fun and games on Wednesday afternoon with the next round 
of Multiplication Madness! This round involved the students getting into teams of 5. Each group 
had an iPad and used the Socrative app to all login to one huge times tables competition. The 
excitement was tracked via a 'Space Race' where every team has a space ship (displayed on the 
large hall screen), which moves across the screen with each correct answer. The atmosphere in 
the hall was electric, or should I say - out of this world!  

Every single student was involved and had fun with Maths. There was a photo finish and lots of 
great teamwork but Maths was the winner here. Rex and Anastasia's teams (Y6) were tied for 
the gold, with the next team outside Y6 being Amber's team from Y5, Rumi's team from Y4 and 
Xavier's team from Y3. Well done to everyone in KS2 for competing so enthusiastically! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



15. 100% Attendance Day and 10p for the 10
th

 day of May 
Our next 100% Attendance Day is planned for Wednesday 10th May. On our last day we 
achieved our best percentage yet of 98.6% so we would love to top that this time round. We are 
very grateful for all the support our families give us with these initiatives so come on Greenside, 
let's make this one even better! 
A quick reminder that the next phase of our Charity & Celebration Project is on Wednesday 10

th
 

May when we hope everyone will donate 10p that morning as we collect 10p on the 10
th
 day of 

the month. Our Y5 students will be around with their collection boxes – if your daughter/ son is 
able to bring 10p for charity next Wednesday that would be great! 
 
16. Mummies & Masks 
a) Y2 – Making Mummies 
Last week Y2 travelled back in time to Ancient Egypt, to the land of the Pharaohs and the  
pyramids. We learnt all about how they looked after their dead by drying the bodies out and  
putting the internal organs into canopic jars before wrapping the body in bandages to prepare it 
for the afterlife. We had a go at making our own mummies. What do you think?! 
 
b) Y4 - A Masked Moment! 
To kick off our Horrible Histories theme, Y4 got into character by making masks of our 8 historical 
figures that have travelled through time to meet up at a special banquet. If you look closely you 
can spot a number of examples of Cleopatra, Boudicca, King John, King Henry VIII, William 
Shakespeare, Mary Seacole, Winston Churchill and Rosa Parks. Who was the most popular 
choice? It was the Bard of Avon himself, William Shakespeare!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17. The Greenside Food Experience - Community Lunch 
Please join us for a fabulous lunch planned and cooked by our Eastern European Community. 
There will be delicious food and great music to get us all in the mood. Parents/carers are   
welcome to join us, please contact the office to book your place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Greenside Home Learning 
We would love our students to design and make large (A3 and A4) posters to advertise ‘Alice in 
Green Wonderland’. Please encourage your daughter/ son to help us by making a poster – they 
may use any materials they wish and it could also be made in 3D. The deadline is Monday 22

nd
 

May so we can put them up on our web-site and around Greenside and the local community – 
thank you! 
Details: Greenside production of ‘Alice in Green Wonderland’ – 6.00pm - Thursday 29

th
 June 

2017. 
 
19. Sports Leaders Lunch Time Challenge 
This week the Greenside Student Sports Leaders kicked off their lunchtime challenge. They have 
been planning the activities for weeks and an unfortunately times hail storm last week delayed 
play. However, the sun was shining this week and the first activity had the whole of the  
playground lined up to compete against each other, have some fun and improve their fitness. The 
sports leaders did a fantastic job of setting up, recording scores and getting everyone involved. 
Watch this space for the next challenge. 
 
 



 
 
20. Greenside Stars 
It is with pleasure that we announce our Greenside Stars of the week and this week the students 
to feature on our Foyer screen are Sasha and Omari – congratulations to them both. Well done to 
everyone nominated this week! 
 
STAR & Crew Stars 
 
Nursery 
Sid for encouraging teamwork and positivity when working with friends 
Wojciech for his beautiful singing and dancing at the Ugly Bug Ball 
Reception 
Sasha for her wonderful retelling of the story of 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
Hector for his detailed description of the life cycle of the butterfly 
Y1 
Sophie for writing a wonderful newspaper report on the first Olympics 
Abdurraheem for being a fierce competitor in our STEM Olympics. 
Y1 
Atia for her counting 
Msgna for wonderful progress in phonics 
Y3 
Ella for her recent hard work and effort in all areas 
Tianna for some wonderful filming work in Crew 
Y4 
Laia for thoroughly embracing our Horrible Histories theme and designing an amazing goblet 
Sabrina for taking real responsibility for her learning and showing fantastic progress 
Y5 
Loveday for her great range of accents when reading to 'A Wrinkle in time' to the class. 
Omari for improvements in his writing crafting a fantastic and thoughtful myth. Well done!  
Y6 
A good luck message to Y6 who have all been stars in the build up to their end of year  
examinations. They have worked their socks off and we are all so proud of them - go for it Y6! 
 
 
PE/ Sports Stars 
 
Nursery 
Mimi for finally being able to slide down the fireman's pole! 
Reception 
Dominik for his excellent pedalling skills on the bike and volunteering to give his peers a ride on 
the back 
Y1 
Ibrahim for great concentration in yoga 
Y2 
Ivy for her yoga 
Y3 
Mei-Lin for continued effort and excellent attitude 
Y4 
Laith for excellent fielding in rounders and for always playing as part of a team 
Y5 
Amrita for beating her personal best! Well done!  
Y6 Sports Leaders for all of their hard work this week – thank you! 
 
21. Community Event – Performing Arts Workshop 
Please see the flyer below for a rather interesting local Performing Arts Workshop taking place on 
the Thursday of half term. This has been recommended by our local theatre link company. 



22. Dates for your Diary 

Please see below our proposed dates for the summer term – they are subject to change in  

exceptional circumstances but we will, of course, try to be faithful to these at all times. 

 

Greenside Calendar Dates   

Summer Term 1     

      

Week 4     

Monday 8th May All Day Y6 KS2 Tests 

Tuesday 9th May All Day Y6 KS2 Tests 

Wednesday 10th May All Day Y6 KS2 Tests 

Wednesday 10th May All Day 100% Attendance Day at Greenside & 10p for the 10th of May collection 

Wednesday 10th May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 11th May All Day Y6 KS2 Tests 

Thursday 11th May 6.00pm Parent/ carer Update Meeting with KBS and Jem (Chair of Governors) 

      

Week 5     

Monday 15th May All Week Data Capture 5 

Wednesday 17th May All Day Y4 & Y5 Trip to the British Museum 

Wednesday 17th May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes – Special event for East Africa 

Thursday 18th May 12noon Community Lunch – The Greenside Food Experience 

Friday 19th May All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 6     

Monday 22nd May All Day Y2 History Walk Trip 

Wednesday 24th May 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 25th May 3.30pm Holiday begins for students! 

Friday 26th May All Day TEF CPD Day – Greenside closed to students 

      

Summer Term 2     

Week 1     

Monday 5th June 8.55am Summer Term 2 begins 

Tuesday 6th May All Day Boy’s Cricket H&F tournament 

Wednesday 6th May All Day Girl’s Cricket H&F tournament 

Wednesday 7th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 9th June All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 2     

Monday 12th June All Week Phonics Screening Check – all week 

Wednesday 14th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 15th June All Day Eco-Food Leaders to picnic at Westminster Abbey 

      



 

Week 3     

Monday 19th June – All Day Y6 Residential Trip 

Wednesday 21st June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 22nd June All Day CPD Day x1 – Greenside closed to students 

Friday 23rd June All Day CPD Day x2 – Greenside closed to students 

Friday 23rd June All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 4     

Wednesday 28th June All Day Non-Uniform Day – PSA – Summer Fair 

Wednesday 28th June 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 29th July 6.00pm Alice in Green Wonderland – performance – change of date 

Saturday 1st July PM PSA – Greenside Summer Fair 

      

Week 5     

Tuesday 4th July All Day New Reception Interviews – Day 1 

Wednesday 5th July All Day New Reception Interviews – Day 2 

Wednesday 5th July All Day Y6 – H&F Secondary Transition Day 

Wednesday 5th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Friday 7th July All Day Sports Day 

Friday 7th July All Day Newsletter published 

      

Week 6     

Monday 10th July All Week Data Capture 5 

Tuesday 11th July All Day The Great TEF Bake Off Day! 

Wednesday 12th July PM Y6 Leaver’s Performance – Dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 12th July 3.30pm Y6 Garden Party 

Wednesday 12th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 13th July 7.00pm Y6 Leaver’s Performance – Public Event 

      

Week 7     

Monday 17th July 9.00am Reception Graduation Ceremony 

Monday 17th July 2.00pm Green-Day Public Event 

Monday 17th July 4.30pm Sing-along-a-Sound of Music – screening & picnic at Greenside 

Tuesday 18th July 9.00am Y2 Graduation Ceremony 

Wednesday 19th July 3.30pm Tea & Cakes 

Thursday 20th July 9.00am Y6 Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday 20th July 3.30pm End of year student reports sent home 

Friday 21st July All Day Newsletter published 

Friday 21st July 3.30pm End of the academic year – summer holidays begin! 

      

      



 


